BOOKKEEPING B. C.

Discevery eof Clay Records d! s-n-
mess Tramnsactions, Temp.
Darvius 11,

An Amrlcan archaeolo expedl—
ion excavating at Nippur discovered
recently in & room 20 feet below the
surface some T30 clay tablets, the buei-
ness records of a rich irm of mer
‘hants, Ulurdshu Sons. These docu-
Iments are dated in the reigns of Artax-
erxes 1. (464-424 B. C.) and Darius IL.
j(423495 B. C.). The tablets dre of va-
rious sizes, some resembling the or-
inary cake of soap ~of commerce.
They are covered with cuneiform
characters clear and distinet as when
the bookkeeper of Ulurashu inscribed
them 2,500 years ago, says the New
York Commercial Advertiser. .

Among them is this gumnty for 20
years that an emerald is 8o well set
that it will not fall out:

“Bel-ahiddina and Bel-shumu, sons of
Tel, and Hatin, son of Bazuza, spoke
unto Bel-nadinshumn, son of Morashu,
as follows: “As concerns the gold ring
set with an emerald, we guarantee that
for 20 years the emerald will not fall
out of the ring. If it should fall out
before the expiratian of 20 years Beb
ahiddina (and the two others) shall
pay to Bel-nadinshumu an indemnity
ot ten mana of silver.”

Then follow the names of ten wit-
neses and of an official who is described
as “the scribe of the Concordance of
Proper Names.” The document con-

cludes with the thumb-nail marks of
the contracting parties.
1. There are also leases of variouskinds
and contracts for the sale of sun-dried
bricks and other merchandise, and for
the loan of seed corn and oxen for plow-
ing.

BENEVOLENCE IN ANIMALS.

Instances Which Iluatrate This Qual-
ity as Existing in Domesti-
eated Quadrupeds.

We have seen a small pig, stuck in a
paling tbrough which it had tried to
squeeze, assisted by an elder one inside.
Attracted by its cries, it took the small
pig's head in its mouth and tried to pull
it through, in doing which it almost
pulled the sufferer’s head off. Inanoth-
er case a cat deliberately fetched its
owner to assist another ca¢t which wes
lying helpless in a fit. Moreover, do-
mesticated animals are to some extent
“progressive,” and have realized the n>-
tion of common good among other crea-
tures than their own stock, says the
london Spectator.

There is a good deal of service and
Y.enevolence among very different do-
mesticated animals, especially in the
form of protection, sharing of food and
forbearance. Specialized instances in
which dogs or cats have taken food to
others could doubtless be authenti-
cated, though the writer has not wit-
ressed a case. But thereisthe strangest
of all evidence that they have a tend-
cncy to perform these and other serv-
jees to other animals, because the de-
n.esticated creatures voluntarily offer
these services of benevolencerto man.
How can anyone doubt that animals (in
dcmestication) are willing to feed each
otler, when there are cats all over Eng-
land and Scotland which (‘ehght in
bringing food as presents to their own-
ers? We need not go back to the his-
toric- cat which caught a pigeon every
day and brought it to its master when
a prisoner in the tower.

REIGNS WITHOUT WOMAN.

A Barren Land Where the Masculine
Will Rules Supreme Over
Everything.

There is at least one tiny section of
the globe where women are conspicu-
ously absent from society and where
man reiguns supreme, undisturbed by
the vagaries and caprices of even a sin-
gle woman's will.

There is only one territory of any size
—and never has been but one—occupied
by any considerable population from
which woman is absolutely excluded.
Yet such'a place exists to-day and has
existed for centuries. As far back as
history reaches to all females it has
been forbidden ground. This country
without women is situated on a bold
plateau between the old peninsula of
Acte, in the Gredian archipelago, and
the mainland. -Here in the midst of
cultivated flelds and extensive wood-
lands dwells a monast.c confederation
of Greek ‘Christians, with 23 converts
and numbering more than 7,000 souls.
Not one of the monastaries dates from
a later time than the twelfth century.
A few soldiers guard the borders of this
land, and no woman is allowed to cross
the frontier. Nor is this all; the rule
is extended to every female creature,
and from time immemorial no cow,

. mare, hen, duck or goose has been per-
mitted to enter this territory.

A Bridge of Cofinms, |
~ When the British forces were march-
ing to Pekin in 1860, after the capture
of the Taku forte, one of the rivers be-
came 30 swollen with the heavy rains
that it was repdered almost impasea-
ble. While in 'this quandary a bright
idea suddenly struck one of our offi-
cers. Being well aware that the Chi-
_ nese generally ordered their coffins

Years in advance, and kept them on the |

_ premises, and also that they are per-
fectly airtight, he consulted with his
brother officers, with the result that or-
ders were given t6 séarch all the houses
of the village and collect every coffin.
With the aid of & few empty casks, the
aoldiers constructed a pontoon bridge
-of coffine sufficientiywtrong to besr the

, artillery, sad the rirer was thus passed
* 1n safety.

. Raelles of Mettevaliom So1d, |’
. The old Martello towers of Great Bri-
““1aip, from which. warning waa given of

IRON GRAVEYARDS.

‘rropouu Asked im This cou«b ™
Build One in Vemesuela That
‘Will Hold 35,000 Bodies.

&

" The iron manufacturers of Pennsyl-
vania have been asked, through the
medium of the National Association of
Manufacturers to submit proposels to
the government of Venezuela for an
iron graveyard in which to reinter 25,-
000 bodies. The proposal is novel with
iron industries of this state, although
there are a few iron cemeteries in the
southern cities, says the New York
Sun.

‘The graveyards, pcrticularly in Car-
acas, heretofore have been built of
stone, but these have proved unsatis-
factory. They were not waterproof.
They could not be made so; at least the
skill of the average Venezuelan failed
in this direction. When the Venezu-
elans came to look into the wonders on
display in the Manufacturers’ associa~
tion’s sample warehouse at Caracas
they decided that American ingenuity
would solve the problem of the proper
care of the dead. The water persisted
in percolating through the rock bar-
riers. These were as costly as they
were insufficient.

The Venezuelans have become tired
of building stone graveyards. They
have been erected at great expense of
marble and granite, and it is believed
that iron will answer every purpose.
But it must be made waterproof, and
Mr. Nagle, of the Manufacturers’ asso-
ciation, said to-day he did not doubt
that Pennsylvania mechanics could fus-
nish a structure that would answer
every purpose.

NERVE MAKES A WOMAN..

1t

Thoroughbred Specimen Says
Makes the Perfect Female
Mistress of Self,

,

“I believe thata thoroughbred wom-
an has good nerve, though she may be
nervous and high strung,” said the
woman who looked the thoroughbred
in every inch of her slendor person.
Her hair, says the Chicago Chronicle,
was like snow-white spun silk, her skin
was as fine and delicate and delicately
tinted as a baby’s and it was all set oft
in a dainty way by the pretty, softlace
around her throat and her deep chin-
chilla furs. She had just had a trouble-
some wound lanced on a finger with no
outery, and the surgeon had admired
greatly the fortitude of a woman so
delicately molded and finely made,

“Yes,” continued the woman, “I am
sure it is so. You will flnd it more
often the ignorant people, the people of
coarser natures, who lose self-control.
A thoroughbred woman shows her qual-
ity as a thoroughbred horse does. A
fine horse must be handled carefully,
its nerves are always on the alert, it is
casily excited, and responsive to every
touch, but in time of need you can rely
upoh it to do good service and use its
nerve to the best purpose, if it diesin
the effort, while an old dull farmer’s
horse, which nothing canimpress, inan
emergency seems to weaken, lose its
head, and become dangerous and un-
manageable.

“If I had children, the one thing I
would attempt to develop in them would
be fine nerve. It means a great deal; it
is that which makes the perfect wom-
an mistress of herself, ‘though china
fall’ ™

SUGAR AND SEA POWER.

From This Shdwln‘ Each of the
Great Maritime Natioms Has
a Sweet Tooth.

The great maritime powers are all
great sugar-eating nations. Wherever
the spirit. of navigation, commerce,
travel and colonization is strong tbere
is a large consumption of sugar per
head, says Pearson’s Weckly.

England heads the nations of the
world in fondness for sweet things, the
sugar consumption there being 70
pounds a year for each inhabitant. The
Urnited States is a close second, each in-
dividual consuming 67.07 pounds per an-
num.

In Denmark the quantity is 45 pounds
a head, in Holland 34 pounds, in France
20 pounds, in Norway and Sweden 25
pounds, in Russia 10 pounds, in Italy 7
pounds, in Turkey 7 pounds, in Greece
6:pounds and in Servia 4 pounds.

Cuba produces annually 973,000 tons
of cane sugar, the United States 300,000
tons. Java contributes 480,000 tons each
ycar, the Philippine islands 365,000 tons,
Hawaii 135,000 tons and Porto Rico 60,-
000 tons.

Germany leads in the production of
beetsugar, with one-third of the annual
yield, while Austria is tiext. - France,
Russia, Belgium and Holland ea¢h pro-
duce about the same quantity.

Coulda’t Believe Her Own Boy.'

An old West of England country
woman, speaking to a district visitor of
her son who was a sailor, said:* “Ah,
ma’am, my son that has been to the

I really can'’t believe, though he iamy
son. He tells me, ma’am, that he has
seen with his own eyes ‘ice bug#” as big
as & church.” All the cleanly instincts
of the old soul were in revoltat the bare
possibility of such monstrosities

+

. Jupanese Imitntion.
: A Japanese named Takuma has been
‘turning the akill in imitation, with
which his countrymen are gifted, to
nefarious ends, and haw been convicted
at Sydney of forging eeven copies of
j & rare early. New South Wales stamp
rated at $400. The imitation wae so
perfect that the stamps were purchased
by dealers and sent to London, where
they, pnsud the scrutiny of several ex-
perts.

© tespartant, I True”” ;, 5
Tord Curson of Redleston attucfed

geatened invasion by blows of 2 ham-,
r, have now come under the auctions«

* eer’s lummer. and will soon dinppear.

attention om leaving London for Indin

in.a tweed suit, & blue overcoat ud a8

bad
31,

north pole, he tells me some things that |

LAMPS HELD MAGNETS.
vy —

in o1a Conjurer’s Trick That Is n'nw
Put te Good Use in the Ma-
chine Shop.

'1'6 hold down to a lecture platform a
light iron object by means of an elec-
tro-magnet underneath, out of sight,

and thus appear to multiply its weight

many times over at will—to make {t
impossible even to lift the object in
question. providing the maguet be pow-

erful enough—is an old conjurer’s trick

which has served on many occasions to
mystify the public, says Cassier’s Maga-
zine.

Its principle, however, has been ap-
phied to several more useful purposes,
end one of these, of recent.date, is em-
bodied in a magnetic chuck for mis-
celluneous work, for surface grinding,
prineipally. but adapted algo for the
plaver or the lathe.

The magnetic effect in this chuck is
produced by an electro current circulat-
ing in a coil in the interior of the de-
vice, and, as this coil is wound, pref-
erably: for 110 volts, the needed cur-
rent can be taken from any regular
electric lighting main in or about a
shop. The convenience of the device,
especially for small work, is obvious.
A magnetic holder for an electric
incandescent lamp is another electric
shop convenience. The holder is sim-
ply a lamp socket containing a small
electric magnet. which will make the
whole contrivance stick to any piece of
iron or stee! with which it may be
brought in contact.

The coil through which the magnet
is energized is within the base of the
holder, and the lamp current supply-
ing thé energy passes through it on its
way to the lamp.

THE PLATFORM WOMAR. _

This Noted Anthor Says She Haa ﬁiir
Been a Blot Upon American
. Womanhood.

L

" The platform woman never has been
a credit to, but ever a blot upon, Amer-
jcan womanhood. I make this emphat-
ic statement from a personal knowl-
edge of the homes which these women
leave behind when they . go to their
meetings, writes Edward Bok, in La-
dies’ Home Journal. I have seen the
rooms of their homes left in wild dis-
order; I have seen their servants sit-
ting in idleness with work on every
hand to do; 1 have seen the children
neglected and left to their own devices;
1 have heard husbands speak in derison
of the motives of their wives.

afford to listen to these parasites of

wane.
never even picturesque.
jury was wrought upon certain weak
women who for the time she deluded.’
But even with them she was soon re-
garded with wonder rather than with
interest; with suspicion rather than
with conﬂdence Less aud less has she
been sble to get listeners, and it is sig-
nificant that in places where she has
spoken during the present season she.
has not been seen again. The disap-
pearance of the platform woman is a
case of a blot being blotted out.

HOME LOVERS FIRST CHOICE

Swiss Maidens Are Sorely Hampered
ul Their Choice by Tra-
dition.

I the American girl wasas restﬂcte@
in her choice of a husband as the girl
of mountainous Switzerland she would
quickly emigrate {rom the land of lib+
erty to set up a republic of her own
governing in some conveniemt section
of the globe.

Swiss maidens have wide and deep
courtship license, but in many of the
cantons they are allowed but & narrow
choice of bridegrooms, it being a rigor.
ously enforced. if unwritten, law that
they must marry a youth of their own
neighborhood. In many villages every
marriageable youth belongs to a so-
ciety whose sole object is to prevent
any and every youth from outside from
coming a-courting the mmdens of the
society’s village.

The society hasa password frequent—
ly changed—almost never divulged. A
lover of the village, if challenged, gives
the password and it is an *open sesame”
through the on-guard ranks of the pm—
tective soctety:

He may climb and woo uninterrupted,
undisturbed. But the Jover {rom afar
must fight his way paet th¥z chtllengink
sentinels Or use the shtewdest and most
successful stealth.

TQOK HIS _WIFE'S ADVICE.

But the u‘enionn Womaa Did ll
Kndw Where a Man Should
Carry His Momey.

~

* ¥When the man whose haircut showed
that his wife had peculiar notions as to
the way ‘s man should dress his hair
guit giving advice, one of the listeners
said, reports the New York Sun:

=No man has more respect for a wom-
an than 1 have, but I shall never take
the advice of my wife again about
money matters. Bhe insisted upon my
hiding my salary. eo if I should be held

up the highwaymien wouldn't getit.: 1
draw my stipend &t six p. m., and itis
quite dark before I get home. Sheisa
good hider in the house. but her talent
in that line stops there. Now, she bad
the brilliapt ides that 1 should put the
envelope containing my money undef
the sweat band of my bhat. Highw
men would never look there,and wo d
pever rob & man of his hat. After she
had .made this suggeation about 40
times | accepted it, 1 went home as

atusck of vertigo in the ear, and the
man who' always knows what.to do

the window. Indoing so he knocked off

rby dressing~"like an ordinary tourist;
pot hat.”

my bat. | went home bareheaded ahd
oroke.”
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her sex. Fortunately, the platform :
woman 8, influence is steadily on the;

She was never a power. She was :
Her worst in-

gaus! on the elevated. I bad a alight }

said | needed fresh alr, and threw ‘op
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