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An Extrall of a Letter,written at Paris Novemb.7. 1671, (ft.n,)
by Monfieur Chriftian Hugens de Zulichem to the Publifber
concerning the Obfervations of Saturn mentioned in the next fore-

going Difcourfes Englifb't out of French,

S IR,

/§ Herc is fomething indeed, that hath kept me, week by

[ weck, from writing to you; which is the Printed pa.
per, accompanying this Letter, For the Obfervations of
Saturn, thereincontained, I had deliver’d two Months ago
but Signor Caffini, purpofing to publifh at the fame time the
fequel of his Obfervationsjof the Solar spots, the Engraving,
and other circumftances have caufed fuch a retardment, that
allthis appears not tillnow, and thattomy great regret, be-
caufe having predicted the Return of the Round Figure of
Saturn towards the Eund of this year, there wants but little but
that the Predi@ion is accomplifh’t before others have been
advertifed thereof. I fay this as to Forraign Countries; for our
Philofophers here know very wellythat as foon asSignorCa/fin:
had told me, that the Arms of Saturn were returned,I faid,that
afluredly they would dif-appear before the End of this Y ear.
1 ftill obferved them yefterday in the evening, but.they were
{fo faint and obfcure, that it washard to difcern them ; fo that
within a few days they will appear no more at all.  This con-
firms altogether my Hypothefis of the Ring, which now dif-
appears in proportion that the rays of the Sun do obliquely
illuminate the flat {urface of it, obverted to ourfight, And
the Appearances of this year give occafion to predict the Re-
turn of the Round figure with much more exactnefs, than
before.

An Extralf

[
]
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to @ﬁ 2
Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). RINGIS

®
Www.jstor.org



