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1.ALETTER fronHansSloane,
M. D. and S§.R.S: with feveral
Accounts of the Earthguakes in Peru
Oc¢&ober the 2oth 1687. And at
Jamaica, Tebruary 19rh, 168%
and June the 7rh. 1692,

SIR,

H E Papers enclofed were the Accounts of the

Earthquakes that were read at the Meeting of the
Society, and confidering they give Account of different
Earthquakes, or that they contain differing Obfervatis
ons of the fame Earthquake; and that we cannot have
too many of the Phenomena, or Matters of Fact accom-
panying them recorded, I think it will be belt they be
all preferved for future ufe, and I have fent the Papers
themfelves, as moft fatisfactory.

Ne. 1. Is the Extralt of a Spawifb Letter from Lima,
giving an Account of a great Earthquake which happened
in Peru the 20th. of Oftoler, 1687.

N°.2. Is an Account of an Earthquake which haps
pened in Famaica on Sunday the 19th, of Febr. 168
which I writ my {¢If, being prefent in it.

Ne 3.
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N°. 3. Ts theExtract of a Letter from one in Famaica,
who was in the terrible Earthquake of Fune 7¢h. 1 692.
Giving an Account of what he faw and felt himfelf in
the Harbour of Port-Royal, and what one of his Sera

vants obferved at Port-Royal.

N°. 4. Is the Extract of a Letter from thence of the
2.3d. of September, 1692. Giving an Account of the
Sicknefs that followed the Earthquake of Famaica, and

the Reafons of it.

N°. 5. Ts part of a Letter of the 2024. of September;
1692. Giving a further Account from another Hand
of the fame dreadful Earthquake of the 725, of - Fune.,.

1692.

N°. 6. Ts part of a Letter, dated the 625, of March,
1693. from-another Obferving Gentleman there pre-
{ent 1n the fame Earthquake of the 71b. of Fune, 1692,
Giving an Account of what he faw himfelf, and heard
of others about it,

N°.7. Is part of another from the fame Hand,
giving fome more particulars about it.

N’. 8. Is part of a Letter from a Gentleman in §4.
maica, o his Friend io London, Dated Fuly 3d. 1693,
which notwithftanding the Gentleman’s being not pre-
{fent in- che -Barthquake, -vet confideries -his- Induftry
and Accuracy in relating what he heard trom others is
very curious. This was communicated by Dr. Chrifte-
pher Love Morley.

To
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To thefc if you pleafe to contralt the Map of the
HMarbour of Port-Royal and Places adjacznt herewith
fent, &c. that one may fee where the Accidents chicfly
happened, it will add much to thiefe Relations. It wiil
pot be amifs likewife to take Notice, That that part of
Port-Royal which funk was towards the Harbour Sandy,
and the Sea adjoyning deep; and that Seamen who
were then in the Port, aflure me their Part and Sufler-
ings in the Earthquake were very confiderable. One
Captain had one of his Boys roul'd out of onc of the
Port-holes of his Ship in its motion, by which he was
drowned ; and moft of them loft their Anchors and
Cables which were towards the Wharfs or Town, which
I {fuppofe came from the Sand and Houfes falling on
them; and they after the Earthquake rode in fewer Fa-
thoms Water than before, and one may believe that
fome of the Phenomera may be accounted for from that.
Tam

Tour moft Qbedient Servant,

Hans SroaNE.
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Ne. L
An Extrat of a Letter of Father Alvarez de
Toledo a Francifcan Friar, Dated 29 O&.
1687. from Lima, giving fome Particulars
of an Earthquake which happened there the
2oth of that Month.

N Monday, the 20th of 0&sb. (N. S.) at Four of

the Clock in the Morning, came a horrible Earth-

quake and Noife, with which fome Houfes f¢ll, and
fome were killed under their Ruines.

At Five of the Clock in the faine Morning was ano-
ther Shake with the fame Noife.

At Six of the Clock in the aforefaid Morning, when
we thought we had been all in Safety, came another
Shake with great Fury and rufhing Noife ; the Sea with
great Bellowings came beyond it’s Bounds, the Bells rung
of themfelves, and the Deftru&tion was fo great, that no
Building ftood: The Noife was fuch, that thofe in
the Fields affure us, that the Cattle were in great Afto-
nithment. Callao, Canete, Pifco, Chancay, and Los
Chorillos, are all ruined. There are more than s5oco
dead Bodies found, and they find more daily, {o that
we know not their number.

Ne. IL

The Inhabitants of Famaica expeét an Earthquake
every Year, @c. Some of them are of Opinion, that
they follow their great Rains. One of them happened
on Sunday the 19th of February, 168;. about Eight in
the Morning, I found ina Chamber one Story high the
Cabinets, and feveral other Moveables on the Floor to
reel, as if People had raifed the Foundations of the
Houfe. I lookd out at 2 Window to fee what was the
matter, and found that the Pigeons and other Birds inan

Aviary hard by were on their Wipgs in a great Afto-
N nifhment,
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nithment, keeping themfelves in that Pofture, not
knowing where to alight. Wherefore concluding what
it was, and the Danger in beingin an high Brick Houfe,
I made what hafte I could to get out ; Lut before I had
paffed through two Rooms, and got to the Stair-cafe, it
was over. It came by Shocks; there were three of
them, with a little Paufe between. It lafted about a
Minute of Time in all; and there was a fmall Noife ac-
companied it. A pair of Stairs higher it threw down
moft things off the Shelves, and had much more vi-
fible Effetts than below. This was generally fele all
over the Ifland at the fame time, or near it ; {ome
Houlfes therein being crack’d and very near ruin’d, others
being uncovered of their Tiles, very few. efcaped fome
Injury, and the People in them were generally 1n a great
Confternation, feeing them dance. The Ships in the
Harbour at Port-Royal felt it ; and one who was Eaft-
ward of the Ifland coming thither then from Europe, met
with, as he faid, at the fame time, an Hurricane. One
riding on Horfeback was not fenfible of it. A Gentle-
man being at that time abroad in his Plantation, told me,
he faw the ground rife like the Sea in a Wave, as the
Earthquake paffed along, and that it went Northward ;
for that fome {mall time after he had felt it, he faw by
the Motion of the tops of the Trees on Hills fome Miles
diftant, that it bad then reach’d no further than that
place. The Spaniards who inhabited this Ifland, and
thofe neighbouring, built their Houfes very low ; and
they confifted only of Ground-rooms, their Walls be-
ing made of Pofts, which were as much buried under-
ground as they ftood above, on purpofe to avoid the
Danger which attended other manner of Building from
Earthquakes. And I have feen in the Mountains afar
off bare Spots, which the Inhabitants told me, were the
Effeéts of Earthquakes throwing down part of the Hills,
which continued bare and fteep,

Famaica,
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Famaica, Fune 20.1691.

The terrible Earthquake which happen'd the
~7th inftant between Elcven and Twelve of the Clock at
Noon, fhook down and drowned Nine Tenths of the
Town of Port-Royal in two Minutes time, and all b
the Wharf fide in lefs than one; very few efcap’d there.
1 loft all my Peopic and Goods, my Wife and two Men,
Mrs. B. and her Daughter. One white Maid efcapd,
who gave me an Account that her Miftrefs was in her
Clofet two Pair of Stairs high, and fhe was fent into the
Garret, where was Mrs. B. and her Daughter when fhe
felt the Earthquake, and bid her take up her Child and
run down ; but turning about, met the Warer at the top
of the Garret Stairs ; for the Houfe funk down right,
andis now near 30 Foot under Water. My Son and 1
went that Morning to Liguania, the Earthquake took us
in the Mid-way between that and Por¢-Royal, where we
were near being overwhelmed by a fwift rowling Sea,
fix Foot above the Surface, without any Wind ; but ic
pleafed: God to fave us, being forced back to Liguania,
where 1found all Houfes even with the Ground; not a
place to put’ ones Head in, but in Negro Houfes.
The Earth continues to fhake five or fix times in 24
Hours, and often trembling. Great part of the Moun-
tains fell down, and fall daily: I pray God divert thofe
heavy Judgments which ftill threaten us.

N° IV,

We have had a very great Mortality fince the great
Edrthquake (for we have little ones daily) almoft half
the People that efcap’d upon Porz-Royal are fince dead
of a Malignant Fever, from Change of Air, want of dry
Houfes, warm Lodging, proper Medicines, and other
Conveniencics.

N2 Famaica,
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Ne. V.
FJamaica, Sept. 20. 1692,

T doubt not but you have heard before this of our great
Calamity : but however I will give you the Particulars
as near as I can. Inthe firll place, great part of Pors-
Royal is funk ; that where the Wharfs was, is now
fome Fathoms of Water : All the Street where the
Church ftood is overflow’d, that the Water ftands o
high as the upper Rooms of thofe which are flanding,
The Earth when it opened and {wallowed up People,
they rofe in other Streets, fome in the middle of the
Harbour, and yet faved'; though at the fame time I
believe there was loft about 2000 Whites and Blacks.
At the North about 1coo Acres of Land funk, and
Thirteen People with it ; all our Houfes thrown down
all over the Ifland, that we were forced to live in Hutts,
The two great Mountains at the entring into Sixteen
Mile Walk tell and met, and f{topt the River, that it was
dry from that place to the Ferry for a whole Day ; and
vaft quantities of Fith taken up, which was greatly to
the Relief of the Diftrefled. At Yelows a great Moun-
tain fplit, and fell into the Level Land, and covered fe~
veral Settlements, and deftroy’d nineteen white People.
One of the Perfons, whofe Name was Hopkins, had his
Plantation remov’d half a Mile from the placz it for-
merly ftood ; and now good Provifions groving upon
it. Of all Wells from a Fathom to Six or Seve,the Water
flew out at the top with the great Motion of the Earth.
Since it has continued fhaking fcmetimes two or three
times in a day ; fo at Night fometimes moie, fometimes
lefs ; but God be praifed, they are but fmall. Our Peo-
ple fettled a Town at Leguanea (ide, and there is about
500 Graves already, and People every day a dying ftill.
T went about once to fee it, and 1 had like to have tipt
off. Poor Capt. Watfon was drown’d.  All this I dof af-

ure
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fure you is Truth ; and if I had Time, could give an
Account of a great many more of the like.
Ne. VI

What you defire concerning our Earthquake in Fa-
maica, 1 will anfwer as near as I can to what I faw and
heard ; Port-Royal being the place where I lived, I fhall
begin with what I met with therc. On Zuefday the 7th of
Fune, 1692. betwixt Elevenand Twelve at Noon, I being
at a Tavern, we telt the Houle fhake, and faw the Bricks
begin to rife in the Floor, and 2t the fame inftant heard
onc in the Strcet cry, An Earthquake. Immediately we
run out of the Houfe, where we {aw all People with lift-
ed up Hands begging God's Affiftance. We continued
running up the Street, whilft on either fide us, we faw
the Houfes, fome fwallowed up, others thrown on
Heaps ; the Sand in the Street rife like the Waves of the
Seca ; lifting up all Perfons that ftood upon it, and im-
mediately dropping down into Pits ; and at the fame
Inftant a Flood of Water breakiog in, and rowling thofe
poor Soulsover and over ; fome catching hold of Beams
and Rafters of Houfes,others were found 1n the Sand that
appeared when the Water was drain’d away, with their
Legs and Arums out; we beholding this difmal Sight,
The {mall piece of Ground whercon Sixteen or Eighteen
of us ftood (praifed be God) did not fink. As {oon as
the violent Shake was over, every Man was defirous to
Know if any part of his Family were lcftalive. I en-
deavoured tn go towards my Houfe upon the Ruines of
the Houfes rhat were floating upon the Water, but could
not : At lenyth Tgota Canoa, and fow’d up the great
Sea fide towards my Houle, where [ faw feveral Men
and Womecn floating upon the Wreck out to Sea ; and
as many of thenias { could [ took into the Boat, and ftill
row’d on till I came where [ thought my Houfe had ftoed,
but could not hear of ncither my Wife nor Family ; fo

rcturned again to that little part remaining above Water.
But



(86 )

But feeing all People endeavouring to get to the Iland,
I went amongft them, in hopes I might hear of my
Wife, or fome part of my Family, but could not. Next
Morning I went from one Ship to another, till at kength
it pleafed God that [ met with my Wife and two of my
Negroes. [ then asked her, how fhe efcaped. She told
me, when fhe felt the Houfe fhake, the run out, and
calld all within to do the fame : She was no fooner out,
but the Sand lifted up; and her Negro Womao grafping
about her, they bothdropt into the Earth together; and
at the fame inftant the Water coming in, rowld them
over and over, till at length they catch’d hold of a
Beam, where they hung, tilla Boat came from a Spanifh
Veflel and took them up.

The Houlfes from the Fews Street end to the Breaf?-
work were all fhal’ddown , fave only Eight or Ten that
remained from the Balcony upwards above Water : And
as foon as the violent Earthquake was over, the Watcr-
men and Sailers did not ftick to plunder thofe Houfes ;
and in the time of their Plunder one or two of them
fell upon their Heads by a fecond Earthquake, where
they were loft.

As {oon as the violent Shake was over, the Minifter
defired all People to join with him in Prayer ; and
amongft them were feveral Fews that Kneeled, and An-
fwered as they did. Nay, I heard one fay, they were
heard to call upon Jefus Chrift: A thing worth Obfer-
vation.

Several Ships and Sloops were over-fet and loft in
the Harbour : Amongft the reft the Swan-Frigar that
lay by the Wharf to Careen, by the violent Motjon of
the Sea, and finking of the Wharf;, was forced over the
tops of many-Houfes ; and pafiing by that Houfe where
my Lord Puke lived, part of it fell upon her, and beat
in her Round Houfe : She did not over-fet, but helpe
fome Hundreds, in faviog their Lives. )

' As
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As to the Fire-balls which you heard was feen in the
Air,it was a great Falfhood : For I neither faw nor heard
(during our Months ftay after the Earthquake) any
{uch thing ; but a great and hideous rumbling was heard
in the Mountains ; infomuch that it frighted many Ne-
groes tuat had teen run away fome Months from their
Matiers, and made them come home, and promife not
to jun away any more.

The Water that iflued from the Saltpanns Fils 1 faw
my (clf, as allo Mr. Afbborne and one Pinnock a Quaker
of Leguanee ; it forced it’s pailage out from the Hill in
(I believe) twenty or thirty {everal places, fome more
forcibly than others; for in eight or ten places it came
with that Violence, that had fo many Sluces been drawn
up at once, they could not have run with greater force ;
and moft of them f{ix or feven Yards high from the Foot
of the Hill ; three or four of the leaft of them we ob-
ferved were near ten or twelve yards high in the Moun-
tain. We ftood fome time in looking on this miracu-
Ious fight : At length we tafted the Water in moft of the
places ; all which we tafted, we found to be brackifh, of
which we could not imagine the Reafon, nor from whence
the Water fhould arife: It continued running that Af-
ternoon, all Night, till next Morning about Sun-rife, at
which time the Salt-panns were quitz overflow’d. There-
fore you may judge 1t’s Force in running ; for both Sa/z-
panns and Mountair you know very well.

The Mountains betwixt Spantfb Town and Sixteen-
Mile-Walk, as the Way lics along the River, if you re-
member, about the mid-way they are almoft perpendi-
cular, efpecially on the other fide the River ; thofe two
Mountains in the violent Shake of the Earthquake joined
togzther, whichftopt the Paflage of the River, and for-
ced it to feek another, which wasa great way in and
out amongft the Woods and Savana’s ; for it was Nine
Days before the Town had any Relief from it : Info-

much
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much that before it came the People were in thoughts of
removing, ints the Country, concluding it had been {unk
as Port-Royal was. The Mountains along the River are
fo thrown on Heaps, that all People are forced to go by
Guanaboa to Sixteen-Mile-Walk.

The time we continued on the Jfland after the Earth-
quake was at Mr. Bosby's, who had as miraculous an
Efcape, and his Wife, as my Wife had. He likewife
told us, That that Afternoon, coming to his Plantation,
he found the Ground opened in feveral places; and in
one two Cows were dropt in and fmothered.

The Weather was much hotter after the Farthquake
than before ; and fuch an innumerable quantity of Muf-
ketoes, that the like was never feen fince the Inhabiting
of the Ifland.

‘The Mountains at Gallees far'd no better than thofe
of Sixteen-Mile-Walk ; a grear part of one of them
falling down, drove all the Trees beforeit ; and at the
Foot of the Mountain there was a Plantation that was
wholly overthrown and buricd in it.

I cannot rcmember any thing more at prefent, that
may be material.

Ne. VIL
Deene, March.22. 1693

As to the Mountains in Leguanee, they fell in {everal
places, and in fome very fteep ; but the feepeft Moun-
tain that we heard fall, was that at Gallowes, which I
heard did much Damage by it’s rowling down.

The Water in the Streets of Porz-Royal did not {pout
up, as you have heard ; but in the violent Shake the
Sand cracking and opening infeveral places where Peo-
ple ftood, they finking into it ; the Water boiled out of
the Sand, that cover'd many, and faved others.

As
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As to what T writ concernivg the River and Town, 1
did not fee my {cif; bue head by foveral hands, thae it
was cight or ninc days before the River came down fo
far as thc Town.

Ne. Vil
Port-Royal in Jamaica, July 3. 1693.

He Year t692. began' in Jamaica with very dry
& and hot Weather, which confiaued till Aay,
when therc was very blowing Weather, and much Raia
to the end of the Month, from which time, till the time
the Earthquake happzned, “twas exceffive hot, calm and
dry ; and on Zuefday the 7t of Fune, about 40 M
nutes pxit Eleven m the Forcaoon, 1cbeing then s very
hot, clear, Sun-fhine Day, fcarce a Cloud to be fen in
the Sky, or a Brearh of Air to be fclt, hapned that great
Shake, {0 fatal to this place, and to the wholc Ifland,
which for its Violence and ftrange Effets, may per-
haps be compared with the greateft, that cver yet hap-
pened in the World, ‘and may’ds well deferve .the Mé-
mory of future Ages.

It begin with a tmall trembling, {o as to make Peo-
ple think there was an Earthquake, which Thoughts
were immediately confirm’d by a fecond Shake fome-
thing ftronger, accompanicd all the while with a hollow
rumbling ‘Noife, almoft like fhic of Thuader, which
made them begin to run out of their Houfts. But alas!
this was but thort Warning for them to provide for their
Satety ; for at the Heelsof this Second, came the Third
violent Shake, which in lefs than a Mioute’s time (it
continuing near a Minute) fhook the very Foundation
of Port-Royal in{uzh fort,that at Icaft two parts in threc,
believe I may fafely fay three parts in four,of the Houf.s,
and the Ground whereon they ftood, and moft part of
thofe who inhabited them, all funk at once quite under

ater ; and on the place which was left, and is now

O flandirg,
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ftanding, fhook down and fhatter’d the Houfes in (o
violent a manner, that at our landing, it look'd more
like a Heap of Rubbith, thanany thing elfe, there being
( 1belicve) fearce one Houfe in ten lefe franding, and
thofe fo crackt and fhatter’d, that but few of them were
fit, or thought fafe to live in, and ftand now empty.
All thofe Streets which were next the Water, towards
the Harbour-fide, where there were excellent Wharfs,
clofe to which Ships of 700 Tuan might lie and deliver
their Loading, where were the beft Store-houfes and
Convenicnces for Merchants, wherc were brave ftately
Buildings, where the Chief Men of the Place liv'd, and
which were in all refpeéts the principal parts of Pors-
Royal, now lic in Four, Six, or Eight Fathom Water,
That part which is now ftanding, is part of the end of
that Neck of Land which ruas 1nto the Sea, and makes
this Harbour (at the Extremity of which ftands the
Fort, not fhook down, but much fhatter’d by the
Earthquake, and is now a perfect Ifland ; the whole
Neck of Land from the Port of Port-Royal now ftand-
ing, to the Pallifadocs, or other end of Port-Reyal to-
wards the Land, (which is above a quarter of a Mile)
being quite difcontinued and loft in the Earthquake ; and
isnow alfo, with all the Houfes that ftood very thick
thereon, quite under Water 5 all which part or Neck of
Land is difcontinued, (as alfo all the other parts of this
place which funk) were, for what I can learn, nothing
but perfcét Sand, and by People driving down Timber
and Wharfing, @c. were by little and little gained in
time out of the Sea, which now has at once recovered
all agaia ; whereby we may fce how dangerous it is
to contend with a powerful Enemy.

[ have talke with a few Mecn that came hither with
Venables, when he Conquered this Place for Crommwel,
and particularly with one Capt. Hals, (for whom [ hap-
pencd to have a Letter from London) who all fay, that

when
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when they came here, the place whereon Port-Royal
was fince built, was like one of the Keys or little Hflands
that lic ofl this Harbour, (which by the way are .ali
ftanding ) but continued by a fmall Ridge of Sand, which
then juft appeared above Water, with the Lapd, (I mean
the other part of the Neck of Land) and believe there is
now as much Ground left ftanding as then.  But this all
People know, that the part of Land whercon Pore-Royal
was built, was always encreafing fince firft inhabited.
But Capt.Zals goes turther, telling me, that one, whom
he knew very well, that came here with them under
Venables, and who had been here fome Years before un-
der one Fackfon, who took and plunderd S. Fago, &,
he very well remembers, at his coming hicher, told
him, That the Point or Place now ftanding, when he
was here before under the faid Fackfon, was wholly fc-
parated from Land by the Sea, (asitis at this time)
and pointing to the Ridge of Sand above-mentioned,
faid, That did not appear when I was here before.  And
it is commonly faid by People here, that Ships have
formerly failed over that part of ¢he Neck of Land,
now funk ander Water ; tho’ what Grounds they have
for that Saying (whichis common) I could never leara.
Indeed ’tis very probable ; for already, fince the Earth-
quake, the Sandy Ground at the Pallifadoes, or other
fide, hath gained from the Sea feveral Acres.  Oa this
fandy Neck of Land did People build great heavy Brick
Houfcs, whofe Weight, on {0 fandy a Foundation, may
be fuppoled to contribute much to their Downfal] ; for
the Ground gave way as far as the Houfes flood only,
and no further ; part of the Fort and Pallifadoes at the
other end of the Houfes ftanding.

This part of Port-Reyal whichis now ftanding, is faid
to ftand upon a Rock : "But alas ! the ftrange Rents and
Tearings of the Mountaips here, fufhiciently evince, that
Rocks and Sand arc equally able to withtand the Force

2 of
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of a violent Earthquaks. 1If this place be nothing but
Sand (as {ome would have ir, that are it’s no Well-
withers) it {cems firange thar the Force of the Farih-
quake did not diflipate and diffolve the very Foundation
of 1, and that it Jid po: fall 1o pieces and fcatter usncer
Watcr, as the reft of the place did; for the Shake was
fo vioieat, that it threw People down on their Knees,
and fomcetimes on their Faces, as they run along the
Streets to yrovide for their Safety; and it was a_very
difficult matter to keep onesLegs.  The Ground heaved
and fwelled like a roliing fwelling Seas (Ctisa firaig:
Comparifoa ; butevery body here ufing 1t, I venture to
do fo likewife) by which means feveral Hoults now
ftanding were fhufiled and moved fome Yards from
their pizces. One whole Street (a grear many Houles
whercof are now alfo ftanding) 1s faid to be twice as
broad now as before the Earthquake : and in many: pla-
ces the Ground would crackle and »pen, and fhur quick
and faft: OF whica {mall Opeaings I have heard Major
Xelly and others fay, they have fee: two or three hun-
dred at one time, in fome whereof many People were
fwallowed up; fome the Earth caught by the middle,
aad [queczed to Death; the Heads of others only appra-
red above Ground ; fome were fwallowed quite down,
and calt up againby greac Quantities of Watcr 5 others
went down, and were never more ezn.  Thefe werethe
{mallelt Openings : Others that were more large, fwal-
lowed up grea: Houfes 5 and out of fd\me Gapezs would
iffue wholc Rivers of Water, fpouted up a great b zht
into the Air, which feemed to threaten a D luig~ 9 that
part of Port-Royal, which the Earthqnke feemed to fa-
vour, accompanied with il! Stenches and afezafive Smells,
by means of which Openings, .and e Vapours at st
tim= belcht forth from the £arth into the Air; theSky,
which before was clear and biuc, wasin a Minute’s time
becom: dull and reddifh, looking fas I have bheard it

compared
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comrared oftcn ) Tike a red hor Oven: Al thefe droad-
fui Circumidances occurring at on:e, accompanizd all the
whtic walt prodigions foud Noutes from the Mounzains,
c:cafioned by ther Hilling, &e. Andallo a hollow Node
under Ground, and People ruaning rom one place to
anvther duftradted with Fear, looking Lke {o many
G dls, and more relumbling the Dead thaa the Living,
mad: the whaole (U tervible, that People thought the De-
{oiunoa of the witle Frame of the Woiid was a@ hand.
Inded “tis enough to raile melanchniy TMouglis i a
Main now, to fec the Chimacys and Tops i fome iay-
fes, aod the Malls of Ships and Sleops, which partak’d
of the fame Fate, appear « ove Worer 5 and wi — ~ne
fi:{t comes athore, to {ee D winy Heaps of [iines, -
ny whereof by thiie largenels thew, that once there had
ftood a brave Houlz; to e © mray Houles fhatterd,
{o:ne half fallen down, the ret defolate and without In-
habitants ; to fec where Houizs have been fwallowed up,
fome apoearing half above gronad, and of others the
Chimneys only ; but abave ail,wo fland on the Sea-thore,
and 1o look over tist part of the Neck of Land, which
for above a Quurine of a Mile was quite (wallow’d up ;
there, where onu.: -rave Streets of flately Houfes ftood ,
appeariag now nu.'ng bat Water, except here and there
a Chimaey, an? ‘ume parts and picces of Houfes, fer-
ving only to muud us of their {id Misfortuaz, nw He.
bitations for Fith, contrary to tie Iatent of the firft
Builders.

And tho’ Port-Royal was {o griat o Sulerer by the
Earthquake, yet it lefc more Houfes Yanding chers, than
in all the Ifhind befides, all over which s faid to rags
more furioufly, thaa at Port-Reyal , and this feems to be
true ; fo- it was {o violent in other plices, that Peopls
could not keep their Legs, but wers ~inlently thrown
down on the Ground, wh:re they liy on their Faces

with their Ar:ns and Legs fpread out, to prevent being
tumbied
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tumbled and thrown about by the almoft ineredible Mo-
tion of the Earth, like that as is the general Comparifon
of a Great Sca.

It fcarce left a Planters Houfe or Sugar-work ftanding
all over the Ifland : I think it left nota Houfe ftanding
at Paffage- Fort, and but one in all Liganee, and none in
St. Fago, except a few low Houfes buiit by the wary
Spaniards. And 'tis not to be doubted, but that had
thece been 500, or 5000 Towns in Famaica, the Earth-
quake would have ruined every one. In fcveral places
in the Country the Earth gaped prodigioufly : On the
North-fide, the Planters Houfes, with greateft part of
their Plantations, (and the Planters Houfes lie not very
near to one another) were fwallowed, Houfts, Pcople,
Trees, all up in one Gape ; inftead of which, appeared
for fome time after a great Pool or Lake of Water, co-
vering above a Thoufand Acres, which is fince dryed
up, and now is nothing but a loofc Sand, or Gravel,
without any the leaft Mark or Sign Icft, whereby one
may judge, that thereeverhad ftood a Tree, Houfe, or
any thing elfe. In Clarendon Precin& the Earth gaped
and fpouted up witha prodigious Force great Quantities
of Water into the Air, above Twelve Miles from the
Sea; and all over the ifland, there were abundance of
Gapings, or Openings of the Earth, many thoufands ;
Marks of many whercof, which upon their clofing they
left behiod them, any one cannot chufe but fee, that
goes into the Country ; and | have fcen {feveral. But in
the Mcuntains 2: 2 (aid to be the moft violent Shakes of
all; and ’tis 2 gencrally receiv’d Opinion, that the near-
er *» the Mountains, the greater the Shake ; and that
t!: Caufe thereof, whatever it 1s, lies there.  Indeed,
oy are ftrangely torn and rent; inomuch that they
{zu1n to_be of quite different Shapes now from what they
wers, efpecially the blew, and other higheft Mountains,
w110 feem tobethe greateft Sufferess; as if, for prefu-

ming




(95)

ming to make Refiftance againt fo firong an Enemy,
they had fared the worfe for it ; which during the time
of the firlt great Sheke, and us long as the great Shskes
continued, which was above two Months atter riy £
Shake (during which time the Shakes came very {trong
and thick, fometimes two or threcin an Hour} bellov.
ed forth prodigious, loud, terrible Noifes and Ecclio-
ings, as it they were {enfible of thofe dreadful Convul-
fions, which (o raged within their Bowels, and info vi-
olent 2 manner tore aud rent them afunder, as if they
complained of the Cruclties of that great (I believe
I may fay greateft ) Enemy to Nature; threatning
to calt this Ifland into it’s firft Chaos, or at leaft in-
to a new Model or Shape, different from that which
N:rure fi:{t gave it; breaking one Mountain, and there-
of making two or three ; and joining two Mountains,
and making thereof one, clofing up the unhappy Val-
ley betwixt. And at Tallowes particularly, fome Fami-
lies, who lived betwixt two Mountains, were fhut up
and buried under them.

Not far from which placc part of a Mountain, after
having made feveral Leaps or Moves, overwhelmed a
whole Family, and great part of a Plantatios, lying a
Mile off. And a large high Mouantain, near Port-mo-
rant, near a days Journey over, is faid to be quite fwal-
lowed up ; and in the place where it ftood there is now
a great Lakeof Four or Five Leagues over.  But thofe
things happened in Lower Mountains : But in the blew
Mountaias, and its nigh Neighbours, from whencc came
thofe dreadful Roarings, terrible and amazing to all that
heard them, may be reafonably fappofed to be maa
ftrange Alterations of the like Nature: But thofe wild
Defert places, being very rarely or never vifited by any
body, not by Negro’s themfelves, we are yet igncrant
of what happened there ; but the Aftonithing Noifes

that came from. thence, and their miferable thatter’d Ap-
pearance
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pearance, appearing half naked, and deprived of their
ftately Ornameats, large afpiring Trees, and whereas
they ufed to afford a fine green Profpc&, now one half
part of themn at leaft feeming to be wholly deprived of
their natural Verdere and ornamental Coverings ia fuch
fort, that thcy have not a Leaf to cover their Nakednefs,
appearing bare ard ragged, in fuch poor torp Shapes, that
furely it will put any thoughtful Man into a conteinpla-
tive Pofture,who fhall look at them. There one muy fee,
where the Tops of great Mountains have fslien, {wcep-
ing down all the Trees, and every th.ng in its way,
and making a Path quite from top to boitom ; 20+ othcr
places, which [eem to be peeled, and bare 2 Mile toge-
ther ; which vaft picces of Mountains, with all the
Tregs thereon, falling together in a buddle and confu-
{cd manner, flopped up moft of the Rivers for about
24 hours ; which afterwards, having found out new
Paflages, brought down into the Sea, and this Harbour,
feveral hundred thoufand Tunn of Timber, (as I have
heard computed frem the moft knowing People there)
which would fometimes float in the Sca in{uch prodigi-
ous Quantities, that they look’d like moving Iflands. [
have feen feveral of thole Jarge Trees on this Shoar, all
deprived of their Bark and Branches, and generally very
much torn by the rocky Paffages, through which, by
the force of a falling Stream, and their own weighe, they
might be {uppofed to be driven. One great Trurk of a
Trce parricularly [ bave feen amongft the reft, o {juce-
zed. as a Sugar-cane after it has pats'd the Mill.  S:me
are of Opinion that the Mountainsare funk a lit]e, and
are no, {0 high as they were: Others think the whole
Iland is funk fomething by the Earthquike.  Port Royal
is {.1d tu be funk a Foot ; and in many places in Ligance
I have been told, are Wells, which require not fo loog a
Rope t2 draw Water out of them now, s Lefere the
Karthquake, by two or three Foot; which kemi a

ort
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a fort of a demonftration, that either the Land is funk,
or the Sea rifen, the former of which feems moft pro-
bable. Nor are thefe all the Effeés of the Earthquake,no,
the Water had in {fome meafure its thare as well as the
Land.In this Harbour inPort-Royalat the time of the grear
fhake (though Seas very calmjwas {uddenly raifed fuch a
ftrange Emotion in the Water,that immediately it {velled
as in a Storm, great large Waves appearing on a{udden
rolling with fuch forcethat they drave moft Ships (if not
all) in the Harbour from their Anchors; breaking their
Cables,to the great hazard of all of them,and to the lofs of
fome {mall Ships and Sloops, &¢c. 1 heard particularly
a Mafter of a large Ship of about 300 Tun fay, that
he then rode with two {trong Cables, both which this
{trange Violence of the Water brake in an inftant, and
that he thought he fhould have loft his Ship, whizh
mounted as in a great Storm, &c. and fo it fared wit
the reft of the Ships ; but this was fcon over, and is a
little time all {mooth again.  Oune Capt. Phips tcid me,
That he and another Gentleman happened at the time
of the Earthquake, to be in Ligance by the Ses-{ile;
and that at the time of the great Shake the Sea retired
from the Land in fuch forr, that for two or three Hun-
dred Yards the bottom of the Sea appeared dry,where-
on they faw lye feveral Fith, fome whereol the Gentle-
man who was with him ran and took up, and in a Mi-
nute or two's time the Sea returned again and over-
flowed great part cf the Shoar. At Talhoufe the Sca
is faid-to retire above a Mile.

“Tis thought there were loft in all Parts of the Ifland
2.000 People, and had the Shake happened in the Niglt,
very few would have efcaped slive ; and thof¢"that had,
would in all probability have been knock'd in the Head
by the Negroes, and the Ifland to all intents and purpo-
fes quite ruined.

P Since
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Since my Arrival here I have felt feveral fhakes; the
firft and greateft whereof was on Good-Friday, it liftcd
me compieatly off my Chair, and {ct me on my Legs,
and was {aid to be a fmall Shake ; but did not then hear
the Noife (minding fomething elfe) which always im-
mediately foreruns, or rather accompanies it, but have
fince felt feveral lefs Shakes, and heard the Neife often,
which is very loud, and may be eafily taken, by thofe
not ufed to hear it, for a rufting Wind, or for a hel-
low rumbling Thunder ; but hath fome pufing Blafts.
peculiar to it felf, and are moft like thofc of a Match
made of Brimftone, when lighted, but in a much greater
degree, and fuch as a large Magazine of Brimftone may
be fuppofed to make when on fire; it is alfo accompa-
nied with a Noife, which may be pretty well imitated,
by putting the Tongue to the Roof of the Mouth, and
in a whifpering holiow Tone loudly pronouncing har
r r r rr, whereby it is eafily diftinguithed from either
Wind or Thunder ; and People are generally running
out of their Houfes before the Shake comes, and then
the Noife feems to come from below, and to be juft
under ones Feet, which makes the Trembling of the
Earth more terrible than otherwife it would be. It g
obfervable that every fmail Shake is felt on Ship-board
as {enfibly as on Shoar, the Water fhaking as well as the
Land.

It is likewife obferved, that in Windy Weather there
never comes a fhake, but in very Calm Weather is a)-
ways expedted, and ufually comes accordingly (though
of late has difappointed us often, fo that now we never
expedt thiem.)  And this Obfervation hath held true
in every fhake that hath happened fince my being here,
and (as is faid by the moft Curious, and indeed al} Peo-
ple here) in every fhake that hath happened fince the
firft great one.

"Tis
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*Tis obferved, that zfter Rain they are generally
{marter than at other times, which may be from the
fhutting up of the Pores of the Earth, whereby the
force is more pent in, and hath not fo free a Paffoge to
per{pire and {pend it felf, @e.

Shakes often happen in the Ceuntry, not felt at Porz-
Royal; and fometimes are felt by thofe that live in and
at the foot of the Mountains, and by no body elfe.

*Tis obferved, that fince the Earthquake, the Land-
breezes often fail us, and inftead thereof, the Sea-breezes
often blow all Night, a thing rarely known before, but
fince common.

In Pors-Royal, and in many Places all over the I{land,
much Sulphureous,Combuftible Matter hath been found,
fuppofed to have been thrown out, upen the opening of
the Earth, which upon the firft touch of Fire would
flame and burn like a Candle.

What may be the Caufe of this Earthquake, or how
deep the Caufe may be in the Earth, &¢c. from fome
foregoing Circumftances, a wife Man may give a near
guefs at: But why the Earth thould fhake for a quarter
of a Minute,and then ftand ftill for fix, or feven, or ten
Days, then fhake again, and (o continue to fthake now
and then by fits ; or why fhakes thould happen in calm
frill Weather, and rarely or never in Windy or Rainy
Weather, which from a firi&% Obfervation is a certain
truth, {eem to be difficult Queftions.

St. Chriftephers, one of the Caribee Wlands, was here-
tofore much troubled with Earthquakes, which uponan
Eruption of a great Mountain there of Combuftible
Matter, which fiill continues, wholly ceas’d, and have
never been felt there fince; wherefore many expe&t
fome {uch Eruption in fome of the Mountains there,
though we hope there is no neceffity for it; the (hakes
having been obferved to lofe their force, and to become
weaker and weaker ever fince the firft Fatal one; and ’tis

P2 now
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now fo long fince we have heard any, except now and
then cne {o weak as fearce to be felt, that we have great
hopes they will foon quite ceafe.

Afrer the great fhake, thole People that efcaped (as
many as could ) got on board the Ships in the Harbour,
where many continued about two Months after; the
fhakes ali that time being fo violent,and coming fo thick,
{ometimics two or three inan hour’s time, accompanied
with frightful Noifes, both from under the Earth, and
from the continual falling and breaking of the Moun-
tains, that they dared not come a-fhoare. Others went
to the place called Kingstown (or by others Xilcown)
where, from the firft clearing of the Ground, and from
bad Accommodations, then Hutts built with Bouglis,and
not fufficient to kecp cut Rain, which in great and an
unufual manner followed the Earthquake, lying wet,
and wanting Medicines, and all Conveniencics, &e. they
dyed miferably in heaps. Indeed there was a general
Sicknefs (fuppofed to proceed from the burtful Vapours
belch’d from the many openings of the Earth ) all over
the Ifland, {6 general, that few efcaped being fick; and
’tis thought it {wept away in all Parts of the Ifland 3000
Souls; the greateft part from Kingftown only, yet an un-
healthy Place. Befides, the great quantities of dead Peo-
ple floating from one fide of the Harbour to the other,
as the Sea and Land-breezes blew them, fometimes 100
or 200 in a heap, may be thought to add fomething to
the Unhealthfulnefs of this Place.

I have now given you the beft Account I can of the
Earthquake, which I was forced to pick up from feve-
ral People, wherein, neverthele(s, I have been as cau-
tious, that I believe 1 have not wrote any thing but
what is real and true,

11, Con-



