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Kind may be of Ufe at Sea to take the Diftince of
the Moon’s Limb from the Sun or a Star, in order to
find the Ship’s Longitude, when the Theory of that
Planet is perfected, I leave to Trials to determine.
The Society have the Satisfaction of knowing that
Theory to be already brought to a good Degree of
Certainty and Exa&nefs, thro’ the confummate Skill
in Aftronomy, and indefatigable Diligence in obferv.
ing, of a very learned Member ; and have great Rea-
fon to hope, that this ufeful and difficult Part of
Aftronomy will in a little time appear to be abfolute-
ly compleated by the continued Labour and Applica-
tion of fome of their own Body.

1. An Extraét of a Differtation De Stylis Vete-
rum, & diverfis Chartarum generibus, [ by
the Hon. Sir John Clerk, one of the Baronsof the
Exchequer inScotland, and F.®. S.] By Roger
Gale, Efq; Vice-Prefident and Treafurer R. S.

HE learned and judicious Author takes occafion

from fome antique Brafs Implements found near
the Wall of _#ntoninys Pius, now named Grahaw’s
Dyke,in Scotland, to give us this curious Differtation
upon the Stplrs, an Inftrument ufed by the Ancients
for Writing, with the Figures of fome of them annex’d
1n a Copper Plate ; two of which are reprefented in
the Shape and Form of the Roman Fibula 5 but the
Author is of Opinion they were defigned for a differ-
gnt Purpofe, for which he produces very cogent Rea-
ons,

X2 He
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He obferves, that before the Ufe of Pens the An-
cients performed their Writing with an Inftrument
call’d by them a Stylus or Graphiunm. The Matter
of it was Gold, Silver, Brafs, Iron, or Bone; the
Shape various, but alike in being pointed and fharp
at one End, and flat and broad at the other End: The
firft for writing, or rather cutting their Letters, the
latter for defacing or rubbing out whatever wanted
Corre&ion; for all which, as well as for every thing
elfe afferted by him, he produces {ufficient Proofs from
proper Authors.

He informs us, that the Sty/7 made of Iron, were
fometimes ufed as Daggers, and quotes two Paflages
out of Suetonius to prove it; one where Fulius Cfar
is faid to have wounded Cafius in the Arm, Gra-
phio 5 the other, where he tells usit was cuftomary
with Caligula to get his Enemies murderd, Gra-
phiis, when they came into the Senate-Houfe, and
confirms thefe two Paflages by a third, taken from
Seneca’s Firft Book De Clementia. He fuppofes the
Stylus made of Bone was for the Ufe of Women and
Children, as lefs dangerous than thofe of Metal ;
by a Quotation from Prudentins, it appears that Ca/=
franus the Martyr was kill’d by his Scholars with Iron
Styli.

JHe agrees with Petavius, or his Editors, that the
Implements, which gave Birth to this Diflertation,
were Styli, and not Fibule ad conneffendas veffes,
as Monfaucon and other Antiquaries have imagined,
and thinks an Objeétion that the Tongues of the Sty/z
muft have been much longer than the Tongues of
their {uppofed Frbube, to be of little Weight ?nce

there
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there muft have been fome of them longer, and fome
of them fhorter, according to the different Fancies of
the Writers.  Military Men might fometimes write
with the Point of their Daggers, and from this Prace
tice the Words Sty/us and Pugio came to be confound-
ed ; but Men of Bufinefs and private Perfons cannot
be {uppofed to have made ufe of Daggers for Writing.
He obferves alfo, which is no finall Argument for his
Side of the Queftion, that if Monfaucon had confult-
ed the numerous Draughts he has publifhed of the
Habits belonging to ‘the old Greeks and Romans, he
would not have found one of thefe Implements, either
as a Faftening or an Ornament upon them.

He proceeds next to a Defcription of thefe Styl:
found in Scotland, and fthews how they were accom-
modated to the Bufinefs he fuppofes them defigned
for; but as the Copper Plate prefix’d to his Differta-
tion will give us a much clearer Notion of that, I fhall
refer you to it, and only take notice that the fifth
Figure init is fo intirely different from the others, that
he himfelf is in {fome Doubt about it, and owns it
might have ferved the Arufpices, in examining the
Bowels of Animals, and have been one of thofe
Inftruments called Exfifpicia. However, he thinks
that if he fhould pronounce it to have been a
Stylus, he fhould not be much out of the way,
fince the Ancients had their Thece Graphiariae,which
Name will agree very well with this Brafs Cafe, and
the Inftrument found within it. From the Stylus
ufed to form Letters comes that figurative Expreflion,
that a Perfon writes fuch or fuch a fort of a Sty/e,

to
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wo denote s rewnner, @s a Jofry Style,or a low Style s
which way of Speaking our own and other modern
Nations have introduced into their Language,

As to the feveral Sorts of Charta uied for writing,
hic oblerves the moit ancient were made of Barks of
Trees, or Skins, or were fuch asare called Pugil-
bares.  The oldeft were of the inner Bark of Trecs
called Liber in Latin, whence a Book had the Name
of Liber ; but very little of this Sort is now in Be-
ing, except the .Zgyptian Paper may be accounted
one Species of 1t.

The Papyrus was called B€AB. or Bi€aG. by the
Greels, and thence their Books B£2e1 or Bi€xie. This
Sort of Charta was made of a Plant that had many
pelliceous Tunicles, as Pliny informs us, which were
{eparated from one another by a Needle, and then glued
again together, to give them a Strength and Firmnefs
{ufficient to retain what might be wrote upon them,
Alexandria was the Place moft eminent for this Ma-
nufai®ure. There are fome Fragments of this Sort
ftill extant in Libraries, particularly the famous Ms-
nufcript of St. Aaik’s Gofpel at Venice.

The Charte Membranacex are made of the Skins
of Animals, drefled cither like our Glove-Leather, or
modern Parchment. The firft Sort was commonly
ufed by the Feaws for writing the Law of AMofes
upon ity and from the rowling up of thefe Skins comes
the Word Polumen. But the Skins which Farro and
Pliny fay were firit made by Eumenes King of Perga-
s#us were in more common Ules However, Eumenes,
who is related by thefe Authors to have made them
in Oppofition to Ptolomy King of Zgypt, that had
torbid the Exportation of the Papyrus from his Do-

minions,
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minione, does not feem to be the Inventor of the
Charte Membranacee, fince Herodotus, who lived
long before his Time, informs us, that the /fonians
and other Nations were ufed to write upon Goat and
Sheep-Skins.  Fofephus allo tell us, that the Fewws
fent their Laws written upon Skins in Letters of Gold
to Ptolomy; by which it feems as if the writing up-
on Skins was no new thing at that Time among the
ews.

The Ulfe of the Pugillares was allo very ancient,
being mentioned by Homer, and among the Latins
by Plautus. They were made of all Sorts of Wood,
Tvory, and Skins covered over with Wax. They were
likewife of feveral Colours, as red, yellow, green,
faffron, white, and others. Being waxed over, any
thing was eafily wrote upon them by the Point
of the Stylus, and as eafily rubb’d out, and al-
ter’d by the flat Part of it. Sometimes thefe Pu-
gillares were made of Gold, Silver, Brafs, or
Lead, and then there was a Neceflity of an Iron
Stylys to write or cut the Letters upon them, which
explains that Paffage in the 19th Chapter of o/,
Quis mibi det ut exarentur in libro, Stylo ferreo
& plumbi lamina, vel celte [culpantur in Silice.
They confifted {ometimes of two, three, five, or more
Pages, and thence were called Duplices, Triplices,
Quintuplices, and Multiplicesy and by the Greets,
AbrTunay Teinluge, &0,

The Diptychs and Zriptychs that were covered
with Wax, {erved only for common Occurrences, the
other Sorts received every thing elfe that was wrote

upon Charte or Membrane, and were {omctimes
called
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called by the Greeks Palimpfefiz, from the rubbing
out of the Letters upon them.

The Charte Lintexs and Bombycine, which were
made of Linnen or Cotton, were of a much later Date;
and from thefle we learned to make the Paper now in
Ufe of Linnen Rags, an Invention probably of about
600 Years ftanding.

Writing was practifed upon all thefe Charte with
a Reed, and afterwards with a Pen, except upon the
Pugillares. Thefe Reeds grew upon the Banks of
the Nile; the Greeks alfo ufed Reeds imported from
Perfia for the fame Purpofe.  Calami argentei are
alfo mentioned for Writing.

Their Letters were formed with Liquors of various
Colours, but chiefly black, thence called Atramen-
tum, and in Greek mérgv or merdnor. It was fome-
times made of the Blood of the Cuttle Fith, fome-
times of Soot. Apelles compofed a Black of burnt
Ivory, which was called Elepbantinum. They had
Ink alfo from India of an approved Compofition, as
Pliny fays.

TheTitlesof their Chapters and Setions were wrote.
inRed,or Purple : Hencethe Titles of the Romwan Laws
are called Rubrice. Their Purpura was an exceed-
ing bright Red, or Crimfon, much in Vogue with the
ByzantineWriters,and called Kuyyol6azers, which was a
Liquor made of the Afurex boiled, and its Shell very
finely powdered 5 or as Pliny relates, of the Blood of
that Fith. Almoft all the ancient Emperors wore this
Colour, their Names were painted in it upon their Ban.
ners, and they frequently wrote with it, and wore it.
This Colour was often the Diftinction of a Reman Ma.

giftrate,
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ftrate, and to put on the Purple was the fame thing as
to aflume the Government. This Colour was fo ad-
mired by the Poets, that they called every thing
which was very bright and fine, Purple; as Horace
complements the Swan, which is never of any Colour
but white, with
Purpureis ales oloribus.

We find even Snoww honoured with the fame Epithet,
whence fome have imagined that gurpureus fignify’d
white.

‘The Children of the Emperors, and fuch as had a
Profpett of rifing to the Throne, and their Guardians,
fometimes wrote with Green ; Gold alfo was employ-
ed for the like Purpofe. They that defire to fee more
upon this Subje& may have Recourfe to Mabillon
De Re Diplomatica, and Monfaucon in his Paleg-
graphia Greca.

L Some Experiments concerning the poifonous
Quality of the Simple Water diftilled from the
LLAURO-CERASUS, or common Laurel,
made wupon Dogs, at Toppingo-Hall in
Effex, Auguft the 24th 1731. and others
made before the ROYAL SOCIETY in their
Repofitory. By Cromwell Mortimer, M. D.
R. S. Secret.

T Took a Peck of Laurel Leaves, and put them into
an Alembick with three Gallons of Water, which
)



