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“~ HE HAD MEWS FOR HER.,

Whe THIR Wint on While (he Hoube
Was Burning. ‘

KAFFIR BOY'S DARING FEAT. |

Kills & Venomivus Black Smake o

. S & Swmgdt Reward. !
"Ihllyouitain’tnﬁfor;mmh»;rA:hdﬁn'. dprising the usual
leave howe nowadays” grumbled the F gang of Kaffirs, with"s white man as su-

man-oa-the-corner to another man, &o-
cording to the Detroit Fres Prees.
“Since my wife got mixed up with so
many Tt clubg, musionl elube,
kind iFten coterips, and the like, she
has 80 miiich to attend to and 30 much to
talk abont 10 other women that she
actuully forgets that she has any do-
mestic responsibilities. My wife bpld
me laek night that she was sitting in
vur libtery early in the morning, deep-
ly immersed in club cenversation with
a8 intimate friend, and they heard the
doorbell ring. She knew that the oook
Was very busy, and the second maid
Was owt on an errand, but she was so
absorbed in her club talk that the de-
cided not to answer the bell herseld.
Again {4 rang with some emphasis,
80 then she went to the shutters and
looked out, only to see at the door the
back of a roughly-dressed man. She
concluded that he was only a peddler or
a beggar, and went back to her pro-
foundly intellectual friend. A third
time the doorbell rang. and this time
with epergetic and sustained violence.

*‘Gooduess, hear that man,’ my wife |-
said to the other club lady; “Nora is
out, and I'll have to go and see what he
wants, or he will break the bell.’ 8o
to the door she hastened, feeling very
indignant with the peddler who was
ro persistently disturbing her peace,
She opened the door prepared to dis-
charge a volley of rebuke on the man’s
offending head, but forgot all aboutrit
when he said, excitedly: :

“‘Well, missus, vaid befter be an-
swerin' this bell—I came in to tell yer
that the back part of yer house is on
ﬂm’ » )
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QOOD IDEA TO nonﬁow&t
Itls That of Having an Ofietal Dratter
of Bilils, .

One of the minor features of the Eng-
lish legislative system might with pro-
priety and profit be reproduced in the
atate and national legislatures of Agher=
dea, smya the Kansas City Journal
Every measure, before it is brought
‘before the house of commons, is sub-
mitted to the examination of the official
drafter of bills. This official is a man
well versed in the history of law and
lawmaking, a constitutional lawyer of
high rank. He examines the bill, points
out anything in it that is in conflict
with the constitution, elucidates ob-
scurities and indicates omissions and
rcdundancies. More than that, he will,
on request, draft any measure which
a mewmber may desire to bring before
the house.

The result of this is a wondertul
economy of the time of the parliament
and of the courts. Unconstitutional
bills are often killed by the hand of the*
bill drafter, and all measures submit-
ted to the legislative body are clear
in import and full, yet concise, in form,
We nedd something of this kind here.
Excellent measures are not seldom the
offspring of the brains of men who are
not trained constitutional lawyers, and
they fail of enactment, or of enforce-
ment if enacted, orracconnt of technical
blemishes which might easily be re-
moved. The records of our legislators
and courts are full of the obituaries of
such laws. The appointment of a cap-
able drafter of bills to aid legislators
in the preparation ot prospective laws:
would enable each measure to stand or
fall squarely on its merits, irrespective
401 considerations merely technical.
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- SHE WAS TRUSTFUL.

Never Thought of the Man’s Honeaty
Until She Had Her Hat.

A middle-aged woman came through
the gate at one of the railway stations
the other afternoon with a crowd of
passengers from a train which had just
arrived, says the Washington Post. She

s Wore a gray gown and she carried a
small bag; a fur cape hung over her
arm, but her bead was bare. She dfd
not remember the fact until she had
passed the wicket. Suddenly she
clapped her hand to her head.

“Good gracious!™ she exclaimed.
“Here, hold these!” and flinging the
bag and cape into the hands.of an as-
tonished young man, who happened to
be standing near, she plunged through
the crowd and ran back to the train.

~ Presently she emerged, her hat on her
head, a smile of perfect content on her
face, & smile which failed the moment
she set foot on the platform again. She
fairly galloped through the gate, and
looked wildly about for her fur cape
and her traveling bag. The astonished-
looking yourg man was still holding
them. ‘The middle-aged woman pos-
sessed herself of her belongings. Then
she gave a sigh of relief.

“My land,” she said, with feeling,
“suppose you hadn’t been honest]” and
the crowd swallowed her up.
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.z Leprosy tm Framee; ' !
At the international congress of lep-

rosy, which has just been brought to
a conclusion at Berlin, the startliog fact
was elicited that the disease is very
prevalent in France, especially in the
morthern distriet thereof, and that it |,
is on the increase. This discovery and
the daga furnished by the French med-
ical suthorities contributed in no small
measure to the resolution voted by the
‘congress 10 the effect that leprosy is
£contagious.

Where Waves Are
The largest waves are
Horn, rising to 46 feet
763 fest long from crest to crest. Waves
in the north Atlantic have been ob-
served 10 rise 43 feet in height. In the |
German ocean their height does not
exceed 1314 feet, and in the Mediten

ranean 141, feet.
... Reguefort Cheese.] /) "

2 Tt s estimated that over 6,000 tary |-

<rs and others in France make their iiv.
ing by the manufaciure of Rogeefort
clieese. Formerly the value of, the
product of this cheese eVeTy year was
$5.900000, but lately the demand for it
haz much decreased.

Largeat.; 3
seen off Cape
in height, and

and carefully examines
the bearings are then oiled, and the oil-
cups are filled with oil.
gine is run out of the mound-house
and tested. FPifteen minutes before
the time to start, the engine is coupled
to the train, and the steam and air-
trakes are tested.

perintendent, was exgployed on the con-
strugtién of a.romd In the Tugels val-

ley, Natal, about 30 or more years ago.
In the course of thilly work they came
on a huge stone which it was neceesary
to remove. but beneath it waa the home
of a large black mamba, well known to
the neighboring inhabitants as being
old,.and therefore very venomous, The
mamba is the most deadly of the South
African snakes, and . the, superintend-
ent.anticipated soine trouble over that
rock. He offered a bribe for the snake’s
skin, and the gang “wowed” and sat
down to “bema gwi™ (take snuff). But
& slim youth sauntered forward and
amid the jeers and protestations of the
rest declared himself equal to the task.

He took from his neck what looked ke

a bit of shriveled stick, chewed it, swal-
Jowed some of it, spat out the rest on
Lix hands and proceeded to rub his glis-
tening brown body and limbs all over.
Then taking up his stick and chanting
a song of deflance, he advanced to the
bowlder. There he roused the mamba,
#ho in great fury at being disturbed bit

him in the lip with great venom. The
boy took no notice of the bite, but broke
the snake’s back with his stick, and,
bringing him to his master, asked for
the reward, obtaining which. he went
back to his work, and the bite of the rep-
tile had no effect on him whatever.,
No bribe, not even that of a cow (bet~
ter than any gold in the eyes of a Kaf-

fir), would induce the native to disclosa
the secret of his antidote, which he
said had been handed down in his fam-

ily for generatione. The snake was a

very long one and so old that it had a
mane. Itis a well-known fact that eer-

tain of the Zulus have antidotes for the
more deadly snake poisons, which they

preserve as a secret within their own
families, = - .

MAKING READY FOR A RUN:

A Lecemotive Is Almest as Caretully
Groomed as & Race Werse.
“Running the Fast Express” is the
title of an article by George Ethelbert
Walsh in St. Nicholas. Mr. Walsh

Bays:

The engineer comes d&wn to his post

of duty nearly an hour before his train
is scheduled to leave.

All night long
in the round-house the engine has been

carefullv watched: a wiper has spent

the whole night rubbing down the pant-
ing. snorting iron horse, until every rod
and cylinder shines like gold or silver;
the banked fire has been kept going,
80 that o little steam has been always

in the boxes; and before he left at mght
the fireman put everything in perfect
order inside the cab. The fireman ap-

pears first in the morning and inspects

the work of the round-house men; and
if any partis not satisfactory, he makes
it 80. The engineer makes his

inspec-
and thoroughly

every part. All

tion after the fireman,

Next, the en-

No race-horse was ever brought to’

his post better fitted for running the
course than is the locomotive of the

fast express. In addition to the tests

already made, a mechanije goes from
wheel to wheel,
strikes a sharp,
ascertain if the

and upon every one
resounding blow. to
wheel and axle are
sound. Nuts and bolts are examined.

The engineer and fireman are held re-
sponsible for the perfect condition of

the engine and cars before the start

is made.

R T e [
COULDN'T REDRAW HIS PICTURE

Amusing Story Regarding the Early
Work of Sir John Gilbert.

< AD amusing story is told of the early

engraving days of the venerable and la-

mented Sir John Gilbert. Half g cen-

tury ago or more, says the London Tel-
egraph, he was commissioned to illus-

trate a short story for a London week-

ly. and was handed the proofs to en-
able him to select the most telling sit-
vation for pictorial representation,
When he had finished the work the edit-
or remarked:

“Why, Mr. Gilbert. the story says an
escort of infantry soldiers, and here
on the block you have given us mount-
ed ones.”

“Dear me, 80 1 have,” responded the

artist, “but I haven't time to do an-

other drawing. Can't you make an al-
teration in the story to make it fit in 7"

The ‘‘copy” was bhanded to a subor-
dinate to make the requisite alteration,
but that gentleman forgot to delets
the chapter describing how the sol-
diers gaived the summit of a steep
mountain., parts of which they were
obliged to scale with ladders. Horses
could not have been got there unless
by the aemistance of a crane! After-
ward shoals of letters from ‘subscribers
wished to know how the cavalry got

there.
R ——— e e,
. -y Demth amd Eleotrieffy,
_ A’writer in an electrical magasine,
in discussing the probabilities of death

by an electric current, said that he at

one time stood at the top of one of the
Alpine peaks in a storm and had light-
ning pass through his body to en ex-
tent sufficient to mmke a loud, crack-
ling noise and to produce long blue
streams of sparks from his fingers,
without any effect upon the body other
than to foree him to descend without

delay.
L —_-_—_"

Huppy Australian Shep

Shop assistants in Australia d6 not
have a hard time of it. They work
ouly 50 hours per week, Fn Bsilarat
every ahep, excepting shose of tobaeco-
niste; fishmongers and hairdresse
close at six p. m. for the first four days
of the week, on Friday at one p. m. and
on Saturdays at ten p. m.. The major-
fty epen at eight a. m. to be wwept and
dusted by the errand boys, the assist.
ants arriving at 8:30 a. m.

W

Neva Seotia Native,

I have been,”
cording to the Chicago Times-Herald,
had recently made
ince, “you will fing in places remotn
from railroads a remnant of that sim-
plicity pictured, by
ine. One of theae primitive people wan
an old lady,
side of her native hamlet. She could
have told from hearsay
of all the kings and queens of England,
I do not doubt, but a certain bigoted
loyalty to the crown kept her from
knowing anything
United States. When
to her as » Yankee she looked bhard at
me and inquired how it happened that
I was so dark,
whiskers,

‘States.’
was at home, whereupon she said she
supposed I was often in New York and
might see her granddaughter there,
I agked her in what part of New York
she lived, and she gaid ip
and that she looked exactly
gelf did at that age,

looking,’
able pride,
her to write home to the folke oftener.*

foreseen occurs to
be carried out as
be prepared.

L

of Uncle Sam’s Domains, :
“In some parte of Nova Scotia wherp
said & doctor, who, ao-

a tour of the prov-

the poet of Evangel-
'who had never set foot out-

all the history

concerming  the
I was introduced
with black hair anéd

*‘1 saw a Yankee once,’ a;he - said,

‘and he had yellow hair angd g yellow

goatee, and I thought an Yankees
looked like that.!

“She mext Inquired if I liveq in the

I told her that I did when T

Minnesota,
as she her-

*“‘And they do say she is very good-
said the old lady, with pardon.
‘and I wish you would tel}

“I promised to deliver the message,

and hope I will be forgiven for making

the good soul happy by the slight de-
ception.”
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DESIGNS FOR PAPER MONEY.

Will Probably Prevent Ratsing eof

Goverament Notes.

Becretary Gage has presented the

quesiion of the advisability of a reform
in the designa of of United States
money. There are at present in cur
rent use, says the Washington Post,
three classes of
money — silver certificates,
notes of 1890,
or greenbacks. In each of these classes
there are nine denominations,
27 in all, each being represented by a
special design entirely dissimilar from
the others.

government paper

treasury
and United States notes,

making

Secretary Gage's plan is to have praé—

tically one design for the three one-
dollar noter, another for the twos, and,
80 on up to $1.000, the highest. The
reading necessarily would be different,
on each denomination. In order that:
the three classes of
be readily distinguished the seals and
numbers in each class will be printed
ir distinctive colors. The numerals on
each note will be made very prominent.
The secretary argued that the new de.
signe would in a
vent the raising of notes, as the design
would at once identify the denomina-
tion independent of the numerals.

paper money may

great measure pre-'

The secretary had with him at the

last cadbinet meeting samples of the new
deaigns, and all of the members present .
expressed themselves us highly pleased
with the scheme, Unless something un-
prevent this plan wil] §

8oon as the plates can

LIGHTNING RQD's FUNCTION.

Discussion as to Whether Its Action

Is Comstant or Intermittent.
An extended discussion has been go-

ing on in the German techmical press
a3 to whether or pot a lightning rod
during a thunderstorm is contipuously
acting to equalize the electrification of
the clouds and that of the earth. Some
assert that the function of the light-
ning rod is to offer a good conducting
path to the earth for g lightning flash,
while others claim that it offers a con-
stant medium between the air and
earth. Among the facts adduced by
the adherents
the Chicago Chronicle,
which occurred during the construc-
tion of a lightning rod for s chimney
100 feet high, when the
work was interrupted
shower,
fore, run to a neighboring pond, so
as to ground the rod, when it was no-
ticed that considerable gas was formed
on the surface of the submerged wire,
indicating that a
the silent discharge of the clouds waa
passing and decomposing the water
by electrolysis. Another experiment
was quoted, in which a
arrester,
cuit, was connected in circuit with &
lightning rod, when an almost constant
deflection of the galvanometer needle
was observed, showing that a continued
equalization of electric
take place.

of the latter theory, says
was an instance

uncompleted
by a thunder
A temporary wire was, there-

current produced by

plate lightning
with a galvanometer in cir-

charges does

 #i% Nature's Ballooms. . = -*

e island of fire, known by theé ‘ha-

(X

tives as “The Home of the Hot Devils,”
is a recent discovery in Java. In the
center of a huge lake
and
lutely unigue, and so wonderful that
tourists brave the difficulties™of the
long journey inland simply to see it.
Scores of enormous bubbles are farmed
in the sticky slime by the gases which
arise from the lower depths, and these
grow and increase to an enormous size,
looking like nothing so much ax the
large model balloons sent up sometimes
to ascertain the direction of the wind.
These bubbles, some of them, attain a
diameter of five or
burst, which they do with a lond ex-
plosion. The. sounds are described as
resembling a constans series of heavy
platoon firing.

of boiling mud
slime exista 'a phenomenon abso-

tix feet before they

bt ——— . T
v, Fremeh Cyeling Custing:: ot
“The practice of carrying light canes

on bicycles has now become almost a
custom with the young men of France,
The idea is to enable the riders te
bring their wheels to a standstil] by
leaning a little to one side o
ing themselves with the cane while
they engage in a chat with some se-
quaintance or the road.
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