
This change in track was due to the
effects of the subtropical ridge south of
Japan. From the 26th to the 28th, this
ridge was orientated from east to west.
However, as Tropical Storm June (which
developed over the western Philippine Sea on
28 August) moved westward, the ridge built
south in June’s wake and took on a more
north-south orientation. This forced Ike on
a generally west-southwest course until it
neared the central Philippines. Between
2718002 and 2818002, Ike did not increase
in intensity due to strong shearing of the
convection from the north.

Late on the 28th, the shearing decreased
slightly which allowed Ike to intensify to
typhoon strength. During this intensifica-
tion the Atkinson and Holliday (1977)
pressure-wind relationship did not hold.
For example, at 282341z aircraft reconnais-
sance reported surface and flight level winds
of 75 kt (39 m/s), yet the MSLP was only
991 mb. This would normally be expected to
support winds of 45 kt (23 m/s), some 30 kt
(15 m/s) less than what was being observed.
After moving almost due west for 12 hours,
Ike again turned to the southwest. During
this time Ike weakened to below typhoon
force due to the persistent strong shearing
aloft. However, this weakening was to be
temporary.

As Ike turned more to the west on the
30th, the upper-level anticyclone over Ike
redeveloped and the weakening trend ceased.
By 301200Z Ike had regained typhoon inten-
sity. During this second intensification

period the pressure-wind relationships were
in better agreement. At 30231OZ aircraft
reconnaissance found the MSLP had decreased
to 971 mb and reported 700 mb flight level
winds of 65 kt (33 m/s). This was in much
better agreement with the 70 kt (36 m/s)
winds expected by Atkinson and Holliday
(1977). During this second intensification,
Ike’s circulation became larger - more
typical of a WESTPAC typhoon.

For the next two days Ike tracked
toward the central Philippines at an
average speed of 12 kt (22 km/hr) and
doubled in intensity. Figure 3-13-2 shows
Ike as it neared the Philippines. On the
1st of September just prior to hitting the
Philippines, the last aircraft reconnais-
sance flight was made. The lowest MSLP found
was 947 mb at O1O845Z and 700 mb flight level
winds of 117 kt (60 m/s) were measured in
the eyewall of a 25 nm (46 km) circular eye.
The maximum surface winds were estimated
at 120 to 130 kt (62 to 67 m/s).

For the next 30 hours Ike cut a path of
death and destruction across the central
Philippine Islands that is unequaled in
recent history (Figure 3-13-3). In the wake
of its path, Ike left a reported 1026 people
dead, with 1147 people missing and presumed
dead. Published figures for the number of
people left homeless in the central Philip-
pines range from 200,000 to 480,000. The
worst hit region was the Surigao del Norte
Province of Northern Mindanao where

approximately 1000 people died (Figure
3-13-4).
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