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S IR,
g tiis Laft Figure is of anOifter-fhell , the like isto
be found in the Wefl indies, whether the fame {pe-
cies T eannot determine, haviog never feen them intire
together to compire them. But Sir, confidering the
hint that is here given us, of its being thought Medicinal
at Goa whereitistound ; andalfo how that calcined Shells
are the moft commen entertainment all over the Zndies,
chiewing them all day longwith the Leaves of a certain
"hot piperate and fpicy Plant and a fort of Nut mixt there-
with: we may reafonably fufpect the Goa Stone to be
made up of them, or fuch like Ingredients.

Tours, &c.

VI. 4 Paper of Mr. Flowers, contaiving fome
unknown Ancient Charallers, with Remarks

thereor by Francis Afton Efz; S. R. S.

Hefe Charactersbeing Two and Twenty in Numb-

er, are all that could be diftinétly Colle¢ted out

of the Ancient Sculptures, to be found this day extane
at the adinired Hills of Canary; where there are divers

receptacles cut out of the main Rock, by incredible In-

duftry and Charge of the Ancient Inhabitants of thofe

Parts fuppofed Meors or Negroes of Ethiopia rather than

Gentues ; by reafon of the large proportion of their ufual

Statures, which is at lealt Eight Foot in- heighth, having

great Lips, full Eyes, flat Nofe and curled Hair, and i
worthy the Obfervation. Sofar Mr. Flower Feb. 3. 1672,
Its
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Tts probable the intent of this Paper was to compare
thefe Characters, being very Ancient with them at Per-
Jepolis, the Gentlemen having got together (as appears)
feveral other Alphabets that had been ufed inthe Eaffern
garts of the World,

The places here pointed at, are chiefly three, two up-
on the lfiand Salfere, and ong uporrtie fland Pery, called
the Pagode of Olifant of {uch abignels that one of them
is defcribed by Linfchoten to be equal to a Village of
400 Houfes, to confift of Four Rangesof Building one
over another within the Mountain; and to contain no
lefs then 300 Rooms or Habitations ; adorned through-
out wirh ftrange frightful Statues, of Idols, of Lyons,
Tigers, Eicphants, Amazons, and a hundred other things
fo well defigned,that dndrea Corfali intheYear 1515 had
a mind to fend fome of them to Fulian de Medices for
their Curiofity, who were the Architects is very uncer-
tain., Balbi names the Romans and Alexander the Great,
others the Chinefis, Mr. Flower the Abeflins who have
fome few Churches cut in the Rocks; but Alvarez who
faw,them twice, fays the Couatry affirms they were made
by Agypiians or other white Men; but though their
beginmng be obfcure, their end may more eafily be de-
clared, tor the Portuguefes upon the building of Goa be-
gan to deftroy them, and have continued to do fo ever

fince,
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