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THOUGHT TOO MUCH OF SHOW

Finicky Action of Wife of English
Fireman Duplicated in Our Own
Country.

Before a justice, in a small English

town of the south ecast, there ap{

" snough.

“fire in the quarter between the

pearsd, not long ago, a wife who ac-
cused her husband of assault and bnb-‘
tery. The man admitted that be bad’
seized ber and thrown her down, per-’
baps roughly, yet not without making
suce she would fall upon a soft place.
But he had done sq, be declared, in de-
gense of his person and his honor. He
was a fireman, and she had tried to
keep him from going properly appar-
eled and equipped to a fire.

The fire company of his village, he
explained, was compesed chlefly of vol-
wmteers, whose untforms were kept in
their homes and kept in repair by
their wives, a task that no wife per
formed more fatthfully than his own;
in fact, she was too careful of {t.
"When & aight alarm was given for a
lue
factory and the wharves, and he
pumped up to dress, she had positively
Tefused to allow him to put it on, de-
claring that smoke and cinders were
dad enough, but when it came to sall
and glue and fish-scales as well, it was
,)eyond all rexson; his oldest trousers
and s pea jacket were plenty good
He had remonstrated and
she bad vituperated.

“But I didn’t lay a finger on her,

~your honor not till she ‘eaved & kittle
'at me 'ed when I grabbed far me

boots,” he protested, ‘“‘and then it

" come to me ‘twas no less than a pub-
" lic juty to chuck ’er on ‘er bed where

whe couldn’t hinterfere; and what I

* moes to be my juty, I ups and doas. 8o

f chucked 'er.” b
Were ducking still the accepted pun- ]

- ishment for vixenish wives, she might
have been awarded poetic justice at

;"-' the nossle of a hoss. As it was, the
case ended, amid general laughter, in

-the discharge of the aggrieved hus-

..--¢bcnd and a reprimand to the too

! careful wife.

- In our own country, and in a com-
4nunity by no means rustic, a little in-

“aident but & few days ago proved that
4t ia not only the better halves of fire-

- - - men who can be too finicky. The fire-

-'f wagon, responding to a still alarm for

~# chimney fire, was met by the son of
-"Yhe house, who eagerly snatched an
)mnnuhor. while the firemen were
anreeling the hose. But the eagle eye

ﬂthoehle!mmnhln

‘r

~ tively.
+.gulsher, young man.

" “Here, here!” he cried, authorita-

“Don’t meddle with that extin-

Why, it's only

23: been polished!”—Youth's Comm
. -

. Chinese Women Want Ballot.
Miss Margaret Chung, & young Chi-

™heso woman, is at the head of the

<mwm—tnovement which proposes to form an |
i organization of American women for

the purpose of assisting and eneourag-

/+4ng the women of China in making the

Test use of their newly acquired right

"o the ballot. She is the secretary of

e

‘the Woman's Auxiliary of the Chinese-

" American League of Justice at Loa

Angeles, Cal, and a member of the
Chinese Protective association and of

" the Chimese Women's Reform club.

‘“Without the assistance of their
Caucasian sisters the Chinese women
fuay never reap the full benefit of the

. franchise,” Miss Chung declared when

- talking about the proposed ofgshiza-
tion. “When the bew republic of

Chun granted the franchise to women

it was the most significant step that
could bave Deen taken in the interest

of progress. Only a Chinese woman !

" can fully understand what is meant by

giving Chinese girls an equal chance

_.with the bogys. It beralds the dawn of

" .a goldemn epach, more tham even the

. quite harmless—been 80

.um with very small eyes and large

who was dodging from
[bouo to house like a demented human
bee. He approached each door with

‘.themlhnodclﬂnool He

Jeft with a volley of language such as
_¢oould culy emanate from lofg and bit-
tor experience.

“Oh, nobody takes no notice of him,
=+ -gaiee,” anewered the old tenant. “He's
these 20

" sald the district vist-

tor. “And what is the exact nature of

~ Nis complaint?”

X

DS

The temant smiled compassionately

as be replied:
“Optimism, mg'am. He calls for the

 yomt every Monday, and actually al-

lows himself to fancy he's going t¢
get Iit”

. Magile of Seplomber.

ﬂopumberm-tomwhtho
" fairy stmong the months of the year.
Bhe is so crowned with gold, so full of

"""’Jphy and magic epells, she has Do

work to 8o, and 1t is whe who trans-

% % ‘Serms the green woods amd gray
“ snardhes to wonderlands of fairy fire,
X mnd brings the great pale moon back

1% _yound and full aight after night into

134 :.i“." !
e |

Lot s

%5, magic!—8t. Nicholas.

September has @

. Home Run In Boston.

- Here is how they describe & home
‘un in Boston:

McSwipe struck the ball a terrific

" blow: propelled it in a lateral direc-

tion to the wttermost lengths of the

- Beld By meaas of this notable per-
% formance he was emsbled to complete

the entire circuit of the bases. The
audisnce applanded cordiplly. )
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L'ABEILLE DE LA NOUVALLE-ORLEANS-VENDREDI,

AZTEC BALL PLAYERS

MAD GAME REQUIRING HIGH

DRGREE OF 8XKilLl,

{—————

Otars of the Pivet Magnitude In the
Big Leagues Teday Weuld Have
Found Nething Rasy About
Theese Centests.

No, the first game of ball ever played
on the American continent did not take
place the first time the bhome team
walloped the visiting ‘tnn" war
back in the last century. That “game”
seems to have been played several
oehturies ago.

It was an Axtec game and it was
played somewhere out on the mesas
of Mexico, long before the Spaniarda
arrived In their search for gild.

The sort of ball that the Astecs
played was very popular with the pub-
Mc, just as the big league draws at-

—]_ tention today. They had no “regular

Jeague balls” at $1.26 each, but used
one of rubber or elastic resin, and in
atother sort of contest wused those
made of gold.

The anclent Aitec game was called
totoloque and was played in a court
known as a tlachco, not so large as
the present day diamond. The players
were clothed only in a maxtiati or
girdle around the loins.

There were pitchers, but not estch-
ers, and the fielders were few. When
pitched the ball was struck by an
upward movement of the thigh or el-
bow, according to how it was aimed,
whettler high or low. After being
struck the sphere, in order to count,
bhad to pass through a hole in one of
meveral stone disks hanging just in
front of the wall of the court. The
feat of bunting that ball with the
thigh and mdfnc it through one of
those holes required a great deal of
skill, as might be imagined. Agllity
\was one of the prime requisites of an
‘Aztec big leaguer. Any player touch-
ing the ball with the hand lost a
point.

. The emoluments of the game were
quite as interesting from a pecuniary
standpoint as they are today. Things
of great value were usually given to
the winners. And not only the prize.
The victors were often presented with
Jjewels, fine cotton stuffs, feather work
or plumes of great value.

" The game with the gold balls was a
favorite of Montesuma. It is said that
when Cortez staged his little hos-
torical skit known as the Conquest
of Mexico and took Montezuma pris-
aner the royal captive spent a great
deal of his time in durance playing
the game with gold balls. He often
challenged the Spanish general to a
contest.

These yellow “pills® were thrown
at targets of the same precious metal.
‘History shows that Montezuma had
the makings of a pitcher who might
have been in fast company had he
delayed the date of his birth a few
oenturies. He ocould lean them against
the home plate with unerring regular
ity. The Spaniards never could learn
to play ball'any way, and Cortes was
not one two three with the first great
American pitcher, sc he lost fre
quently.

The Astec emperor usually lnalmd
upon having high stakes placed on
the game and won precious stones,
fagots of gold and other more or less
desirable property, which he prompt
ly distributed to his attendants with
the wonted generosity of his emperor
ship. Cortexz prohably nlaved s elever
game on “OM Monte” for he was the
eaptor, you know. He probably re-
leved those same attendants of their
evidenmoes of Montezuma's liberality as
fast a8 the old fellow loaded them up,
and thus kept up a clever triple ione-

tary play, Montesuma to servants to v

Cortezs.—New York Sun.

Alll'm Hunting Free for AN

Since the publication in this paper
a few woeks ago of & paragraph about
the profits to be made in alfigator
farming, many letters have been re-
oceived ssking for further informstion.
It wil]l interest these correspondents
to know that alligator hunting is now
free for all on the Magdalena river in
Colombla and that there is one firm
in Newark, N. J., which has a virtual
monopoly of the alligator skin trade
of the world, uying as it does from
80 to 90 per cent. of the production.

In the Magdalena river are three
species of alligators, only one of

_which, the ocalman porro, is of aay

value.

- Change of Diet.

Senator Pearose was ocongratulated
at Atlantic City oa his aspect of sun-
burst and vigorous health. \

“It is the changse,” he sald, “the
change from the baking heat of Wash.
ington. There's nothing like &
change, you know. There was wisdom
io the doctor's remark:

“‘You should eat for breakfast
every morning,’ said the doctor, ‘an
orange and two poached eggs.”

“'But, dootor,’ sald the patient, 1
do!’

“*Then,’ sald the doetor qnlelly.
‘don’t!"' {; -

-

Semewhat Like Eve.

Rose Pastor Phelps Stokes, at a din-
tder im New York, was descridbing a
particularly intelligent little “oduntry
weeker.”

“In a soft asd wistful August twi.
(ight.” she sald, “this Httle girl and
I stood watching the milking. The lt-
tle girl was complaining about her
shabby clothes—the gift of some char
(table organisation.

“‘Eve. she grumbled, quaintly, as
she looked dows at her old-fashioned

_ and §l-ftting drese—'Eve had bpoth-

Ing but leaves to wear; and | bave
pothiug but leavings.’' ™

»
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PECULIAR BELIEF IN JAPAN

Seems Strange to Our Western ldeas
Though There is Much That 1s
Pathetic About It

H

Among the Buddhists iz Japaa It
3s belisved that the souls of children
go after death to Suil-no-ka-wara (the
stony river-bed) and there they re-
main until they reach maturity under
the care of Jisobosatsu, who 1s rep-
resented as a priest with a long cane
tn one hand and a ball in the other.

He is sald to stand in the ceater
of the kawara, where he preaches to
the children as they pile up stones,
one for the salvation of their father,
one for the mother, the third for
brothers, the fourth for sisters and
the fifth for their own salvation.

When night comes on and the wind
blows bard a gigantic evil spirit ap-

and with a huge iron rod knocks
down the heaps of stones which the
ohildren have made, and they are so
frightened.that they run to Jizo and
hide themselves in the big sleeves of
his kimono, which have a miraculous
way of increasing in size according
to the number of children who seek
refuge. Then the evil spirit disappears
end the children begin again the®ork
of heaping up stones.

Passing through cemeteries In
Japan one sees tombs that have the
image of Jizo carved upon them, as
the parents take that way of galning
the special favor of Jizo for their
children, and one will see little piles
of stones built up by the parents and
brothers and sisters of the children

- with the hope of helping in the tedious

work of the little ones in the kawara
—Christian Advocate. :
: 4
Chiocken Race War.

. “A sectional issue has arisen in our
town,” sald the commuter. ‘Before
it is settled I am afraid the civil war
will be fought all over again. Any-
how, our southern friends are sure to
indulge in some fire-sating language.
' %A resident of our village, who un-
dertook to raise chickens, received
a crate of fowls from a South Caro-
Jina farm. When the neighbors learn-
ed where the chickens came from
they raised a row.

“‘It you must get chickens' they
said, ‘get northern chickens. They
don't craw nearly so much as south
era chickens. There is something In
the climate down there that makes 8
chicken crow four times as often as a
chicken brought up in any other part
of the country.’

“That peculiarity of southern chick-
ens was news to the amateur poultry
man. He noticed, however, that his
chickens really did crow more persis»
téntly and more vigorously than any
other chickens he ever had known,
and when an experienced poulterer
assured him that they always would,
Decause southern chickens always do,
he sold them and bought New Jersey
chickens instead. Now he is in hot
water with the southern families in
our town, and heaven only knows

bhow the squabble will term!nate -

Nov York Times.

. Romul Wedding Cake.

There was something wrong with
the cake, the baker said; it looked all
right and it smelled all right, but his
artistic sense told him it would not
taste all right.

*“Then fix it up with an extra coat of
4cing, and we will keep it for a renter,”
said the proprietor.

“Who in the world would rent a
<cake? someone asked.

“Woddln( wuu. said be. “They

malem fem dlea ccmldom ald b
'“‘ a III' VBAT I3 LAY WEMBYES Vi wESw

table for show, but a cake of that size
good enough for a wedding would cost
more than they can afford to pay, so
they order fine cake put uwp in in-
dividual boxes for the guests, and use
the bride's cake just as an ornament.
They don’t buy it, they rent it. Some
times a cake is rented a dosen d4iffer
ent times. After each wedding it is
freshened up with a new coat of icing,
and looks as good as new for the next
occasion. A good renter fetches
about 83 a wedding.

loln. Convinced. .
It is said that Andrew Carnegie’s
xuse of simple spelling has “irritated”
some people on the other side of the
water, who have read his published
speeches on certain subjects. “The
offect on the reader,” says one man,
“{s {rritating, rather than coavincing.”
An American, commenting on this
<comment, says that if a person cannot
be convinced by reason and sense, irri-
tation is the next best thing. Now,
whether or not one believes that irri
tation ever is or was or could be
‘wise method of procedure in caus
good or bad, it is a notable fact tha
irritation often seems immediately
precede conviction. For example, take
woman suffrage. I know of a dozen
cases in which violent dislike of the
idea turned slmost without warning
into approval of it. Will the irritation
simple spelling rouses in the breast
of many of us fade into aoceptance of
ir-

Sure-Death Fly Poleon

I read somewhere recently that for
maldehyde and water constitute a
good iy polson, and hasten to add my
testimony to the many volumes &l
ready writtea on this important subp-
ject. The scheme will work, under
proper conditions.

Purchase b conts worth (or more,
it yow have many flies) of formaide
hyde at any drug store, and put two

three drops in a saucer of water.

Then—and this is extremely im-
portant—catch a fiy and hoid him by
the left hind leg with his head im-
mersed in the mixture for three-quar
ters of an bour. When removed he
wil be quite dead. Repeat the opera-
tion until all the flies have dlsaD-
peared. —Exchange.

Y
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RESEMBLE THE ANIMAL

PECULIARITY NOTED IN SOME
HUMAN COUNTENANCES.

Men of the Higheet Abllity Have Had
This Facial *“Defect,” Among
Them the Great Sclentist
Charles Darwin.

The likeness of certain human types
to familiar animals ia a matter of com-
mon obsarvation. Caricaturists, from
the days of the Greek and Romans
down, have made use of its sugges-
tions. A noteworthy instance in com-
paratively recent years was that of
Louis Napoleon, whose brooding,
aquiline countenance was readily con-
verted into a bird of prey—the
French eagle sometimes, at other
times, and even more strikingly, a vul-
ture preying upon France.

In our daily speech we naturally de-
scribe men as rat-faced, hoggish or
foxy in sppearance, or say of a noble-
looking old man that he possesses a
Jeonine head. B8till other persons we
pronounce simian in their physlogno-
my, and although few of us would
care to merit a personal application of
that adjective, it need not be so un-
complimentary as one would imag!ne.

The dignified and venerable Charles
Darwin accepted it as applled to him-
self with no resentment, and with a
gently humorous perception of its pat
coincidence with his favorite theori:s;
while the resemblance of Oom Paul
Kruger to an ancient and excerdingly
sagacious gorilla was more than once
remarked.

An amusing discovery of unhuman
likeness was related by a fri~nd of Sir
Henry M. Stanley, When Staniey vis-
ited the Karaguas, an African trib3
rather above the average in Intelll
gence, he had with him a fine bulldog,
whose puggy and pugnacious counte-
nance possessed all the unlovely
characteristics of the breed.

The Karaguas bestowed much =at-
tention upon this beast, and their
chief, before parting with the white
men, ingenuously pointed out an odd
fact which he had observed. The

. Karagua men, flat-faced, snub-nosed

and thick-lipped, looked, he thought,
much Hke the English dog; while the
half-wfld Karagua dogs, clean-cut,
keen-eyed and long-nosed, looked,

- much meore than their masters did.

like the Englishmen.

Whether Stanley, who had every
right to think well of his own per-
sonal appearance, relished this com-
parison or mot, he could not do other-
wise than take it ia good part; and
be had sense of humor enough to pass

it on for the amusement of others

after he got home. e
Rising Young Man,

*“Is this Mr. Nibstreet,” asked the
Yyoung man. ‘

“Yes: sit down,” replied the wealthy
propristor of Nibstreet's United
Stores.
you wanted work.”

.1 &4, sir"”

“There were several other appli
cants for the place, but I don't mind
telling you that I was struck by your
name, 5o 1 gave you the preference.
Nibstreet is not a commmon name, you
kpow, and when I saw your signature,
Nibstreet Jones, 1 said to myself I'd
give you a trial™

“Thank you, sir; you are very kind.

. 1 hope I shall never dfsappoint you.”

“Your parests christensd you Nib-

sirevi, 1 suppows:

“Well, not mctly. sir. The fact
§s that my first name was Nelson un-
¢il this week. But I mever liked it
sir; really I didn't. The fellows called
me Nell, and 1 have slways wished
for something manlier. But I never
found 8 name that suited me right
down to the ground until I saw your
ad in the paper this week. ‘Nibetreet.’
said I, ‘that’s the very mame I've been
Jooking for all these years’' So 1
changed on the spot, olr, and Nib
street 1 expect to remafn the rest of
my life, whether you give me the
job or pot.”"—Newark News. :

Lo “The Quality of Mercy.

~ Mayor Gaynor of New York had be
friended a poor “down-and-outsr,” and
for this a lawyer took Mm to task.

“The fellow's no good,” the lawyer
said. “He has only got what was com-
ing to him. With his yellow streak
the duffer deserved——"

But Mayor Gaymor interrupted the
harsh lawyer with a smile.

“Did you ever hear of the mother,
he said, “who visited Napoleon on b«
half of a son ocondemned tq desth
The emperor said the young man hac
twice committed the same offense, and
justios demanded the forfeit of his
life.

“'But, sire,’ cried the mother, ‘1
don’t plead for justioe, but for mercy.’

“*'He does not deserve mercy,’ said
the emperor.

“‘Ah, no; he does mnot, indeed,’ the
mother admitted, ‘but it would not be
mercy, sire, If he deserved it.’

* ‘'Well, then,’ said Napoleon quietly,
‘I will have mercy.'”

S

Return of the Mooes.

The first moose bought by the state
of New York to restock the Adiroa-
dacks were liberated at Raguette lake
the middle of July, 1902. The herd

__consisted of twp bulls and four cows.

‘At that time moose had deen extinct
in the great north woods for forty
years. Protected by prohibitory laws,
1t is delleved that in due time these
lordly animals agaln will flioerish In
their old-time bhaunts in the mountain
wilderness as they did before lax
game laws and a succession of un-
__usually severe winters wiped them out
trom the shores of the St Lawrenoo

to the Hudool
-

“You said ia your letter thn )
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_bard or soft. Carry it

ENORMOUS WASTE OF CoAL | DNE TOUCH OF NATURE

One Reason Why the Use of OH as
Pusl Would Be of High Ece-
nomlec |mportance.

! —_—

The United States is by all means
the greatsst ocoal producing eountry
in the world. [n 1850 the production
of coal in the country amounted to
6,266,233 tons. Thirty years later it
had risen to almost 64,000,000 tons.
In another twenty years this industry
had grown to over 240,000,000 touns.
Ten years more passed and the pro-
duction of coal in the United States
by the census of 1910 was over 400,.-
000,000 tons. For the year just past
it is estimated at about 600,000,000
tons. But in the production of this
coal the industrial experts inform us
there is wasted 280,000,000 tons. In
other words, the United States is
using its coal supply at the rate of
750,000,000 tons s year, and this con-
sumption is Iincreasing,
above, at an enormous rate.

By the western sea and throughout
the great southwest the production of
coal i{s not of great direct Interest.
In this portion of the country petrole-
um largely takes the place of coal,
and in the production of petroleum
California leads all other states In
America and Indeed all the world.
This is a new industry compared with
coal.
the United States produced little more
than 60,000,000 barrels of crude petro-
Jeum, forty-two gallons to the barrel.
In 1910 the production of petroleum
in the United States surpassed 182,
000,000 barrels, At the present time
in California the consumption of oil
runs to about 225,000 barrels a day.

There is no such waste in the use
of oil as that indicated above in coal.
Indeed, the waste in the oll industry
from beginning to end is & matter o!
comparative insignificance.

Signs of Age.

There are various ways of telling
when a man is getting old. One of
the surest ways by which he may
koow It himself is to find that young
women address bim as “sir.” One
“ Yes, sir,” will age a man by an in-
determinate sentence of amywhere
form one to five years. Then there
is the mustache, which, if allowed to
get out into the open, instead of belng
closely shaved, will show the sere
and yellow, or rather gray. (This is
not to be spelled “grey,” but “gray.”)
Then, agaln, there are the wrinkles
which add themselves one to another
in the forehead, but there is one sure
way of telling of advancing yesars,
which beats all of the others, as it
never fails. When a man is seated
between another man and a pretty
gir! and another passenger enters the
car, if the man moves in order to
make room for the newcomer and
moves towards the man in the seat,
thus allowing the new arrival to come
between him and the pretty girl, in-
stead of moving closer to her himseif.
he is really, truly getting old. Anad
nobedy will notice his advancing age

any mere quickly than the pretty girl

His Gelden Text.
A union Sunday school service was
held in a 8t. Louis church a few
months ago, and the superintendent
had tbhought that in order to make
the service more impressive it would
be a good plan to have six-year-old
Johnnie go to the rostrum and repeat
the golden text of the morning. This
Jobnnie consented to do. The golden
text was “I am the bread of life.”
When it camae time for Johnmis's
part of the program he rose from
his seat with calm assurance and
walked boldly down the aisle to the
rostrum. Once upon the rostrum,
with the sea of faces confronting him,
Johnnie’s calm assurance suddenly
left him. Things Jlooked entirely
different from the platform. He hest
tated, standing first on one foot and

then on the other. Finally in n mk

ing voice he shouted:
“] am—a loaf—of bread'”

Have You a Dream Pillew?

The “dream” pillow may measure
15 by 10 inches and may be stuffed
with eiderdown or bair as it is liked
when Yyou
‘travel. Take two plain linen covers
with hemstitched hems. A third cov-
ey of heavy satin, with a monogram
embroidered in blue, is useful for a
steamer chair.

Kasy to pack is an automatic atr
‘cushion that, when inflated, is § by
16 inches. It is of cloth, with =&
,silken finish and fits into a flat leath
‘er case, measuring 5 by 11 inches. Ex-
tra linen covers can be made to fit
this pillow if it is to be used at night

Overdeing It. |
+ Woodrow Wilson, at a Nincheon at
Bpring Lake, said of s boy athlete:

“] am afraid he sets athletics too
far above [nglish, mathematics
and history. His aunt said to him
the other day:

“I'm delighted to hear of your suo-
cess on the school baseball team,
Harold; but you must remember that
there are other things ia life besides
baseball’

“‘Yes, aunt, I know.’ said the doy,
‘but, hang it all,
light for football or rowing.' ™

The Male Boy. o

Gm Marshall of Indianas said
the other day that he who demands
special privileges of the goverament is
a beggar.

“Millienaire or not,” said the govern-
or to a reporter, afterward, “the man
who holds out his hand for help begs.
The fact is seif-evident. It needs no
proof. Even to state it seems su-
perfivous—seems " ke the shout of
young Bensdick, who entered his ciud
roaring:

“Hurray! A young son' It's a boy!™

as shown:

The statistics show that in 1898 -

I'm afraid ¥m '.oo

WHEN THE “MINOR POETESRS”
CAME INTO HER OWN,

{ Though at First It Seemed Somewhat

- Surprising That Writer Really
Was Only an Ocrdinary
Woman Like the Rest.

The door latch rattled and Elinor
Grehame, writer by profession, some-
times described as a "minor poetess,”
but just now a vision of flaming wrath,
burst into the room where her sister
was peacefully sewing. “Dora, does it
stick out all over me?” she demanded.

“What?’ asked Dora, puszied.

“The tact that I've published a slim
volume of sonnets, and that two or
three times & year my name APpears
in the magazines. 1 was out just now
in the garden, weeding the lettuce
bed, and that silly Elsie Farley came
and leaned over the fence and asked
if I didn’t ‘love communing with the
flowers dressed in Mother Nature’'s
own hue.’” and she looked down at
her grimy green dress.

“What d!d you say?” inquired Dora,
placidly.

“I asked her for that recipe her
mother promised me, and she said,
reproachfully, ‘O, Miss Grahame, [
can't talk pickles with you!' and
stalked off. In the city ¥ walked un-
molested; only three ' people ever
asked me for my autograph, and
bere—"

“Here they can't help beimg a little
proud of you because years sago you
were a tiny girl in the district
school,” answered Dors. “1 think
it’s dear of them.”

“Well, then, why don’'t they treat me
like a human being? Why must |
always walk towsrd the smmset and
commune with Chaos? Mrs. Elkins
has invited me to the ‘Ladies’ So
ciety.’ I'm to speak a few well-chosen
words concerning the ‘Influence of
Poetry on the Higher Life.” I think
I'll advise her to read Edward Lear
and cultivate humor. She said, 'Ot
course you won't have any sewing to
bring., you're so litersry” I'm going
to dress frivolously and take my most
intricate embroidery.”

That afternoon Mise Grahame nt tn
an inconspicuous corner, stitching as
siduously and talking briskly te a d»
mure little woman at her left. Both
were enjoying themselves, and the alr
was charged with domesticity. Inte
this paradise walked Mre. Elkins.

“Are you ready to inspire us, Miss
Grahame?” she asked, pointing to »
seat of honor at the end of the room
Next, looking at Elinor's ‘‘frivolous”™
gown, “What wonderful embroidery'”
she exclaimed.

“T did it myself.,” answered Miss Gra
hame, a little shortly. “May I Just
catch these last threads, please, before
1 begin?"

The demure little woman was star
ing at her, “Are you ‘the Miss Gra
bame’'?" she asked. “I thought you
must be your sister. You're—why,
you're just llke the rest of us.”

Blinor Grahame rose.
said, * and you're a dear, and the only
one who has understood” She took
the woman's hands warmly in hers
then added, “ You won't forget to send
me that gingerbread recipe,
you? —Youth's Companion.

lchtheyo! a Kind of Asphalt.

In a report on asphalt by the United
States geological survey the following
interesting remarks about Ichthyol are
found:

“A peculiar form of ashphaltic ma-
terial found in Austria finds applica-
tion, after appropriate chemical treat-
rment, ss a medicament under the
name Ichthyol (and used for erysipe-
las, eczema, etc.). It is not prepared
in the United States. The raw ma-
terial from which it is derived is a
fossiliferous deposit which is found
near Seefeld, in the Austrian Tyrol.
The material mined at this place is
earefully selected as to grade and is
subjected to dry distiliation. The dis-
tillate thus obtained is then sulphonat-
ed and subsequently neutralized with
ammonia. The finished product re
sulting from this process is the com-
mercial article known as ichthyol. The
exact chemical composition of ich-

thyol has not been determined.” :

French Wedding Customs.

There are many oustoms assoch
ated with the French wedding which
American bdrides might copy. One
concerns the duties of the maids of
honor. An American who attended a
fashionable wedding in the Madeleine,
in Paris, recently was impressed with
the following little ceremony:

The maids passed through the as
sembly of gwests making a silent ap
peal for alms for the poor. At a wed
ding where no money has been spared
and untold extravagance exhibited no
one could begrudge the offering of
silver expected to be dropped into the
dainty "aumoriers,” or receptacle of
filmy lace, ribbon and flowers, which
when not in use, was hung on the
arms in ljeu of a bouguet. )

. Bad Books and Bad Children.
“It is time that parents realize the
Immense importance of the reading
habit upon the mincs of their children.
It is during childhood that lasting im-
presstons are made. Childhood i» ‘the
period of plasticity,’ the period of ad-
justment. ‘Go with mean people, and
you think life mean,” said Emerson. -
Read impure books, and books which
give false views of life, and character
is blackened. Many a boy has taken
his first steps toward a criminal career
from a bad book; many a girl has be-
gun the downward way to ruin through
the influence of corrupt literature. -
Suburban Life Magazine.
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