
Venues for expert participation 
in Wikipedia



“What I wonder is why professors don’t curate [pages on] Wikipedia and 
add course materials and open access sections of textbooks, much of which 
they post online anyways.” 

  David Lipman (Amy Maxmen, Science networking gets serious) 

 “[Wikipedia] is not the bottom layer of authority, nor the top, but in fact 
the highest layer without formal vetting. In this unique role, it therefore 
serves as an ideal bridge between the validated and unvalidated Web.” 

   Casper Grathwohl (Wikipedia Comes of Age) 



6 modes of expert participation

#1 Create missing articles/contribute contents on scientific topics

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1474-919X.2011.01135.x/full!
http://www.psychologicalscience.org/index.php/members/aps-wikipedia-initiative!
http://www.jmir.org/2011/1/e14/ 



6 modes of participation

#2 Curate/review scientific entries

http://eol.org/ 
http://precedings.nature.com/documents/4242/version/1 



6 modes of participation

#3 Curate references/citations

http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2011/apr/08/footnotes-history-wikipedia 



6 modes of participation

#4 Donate open-licensed scientific media

http://wir.okfn.org!
http://toolserver.org/~dartar/cite-o-meter 



6 modes of participation

#5 Integrate Wikipedia with external databases

http://www.chemconnector.com/2008/03/08/the-curation-of-almost-5000-structures-on-wikipedia/ 



6 modes of participation

#6 Add structured metadata to Wikipedia articles

http://nar.oxfordjournals.org/content/40/D1/D1255.full 



Challenges

  INTEGRATION

  DISCOVERABILITY

  INCENTIVES

  ATTRIBUTION
 
  POLICIES

  TECHNICAL BARRIERS



Dario Taraborelli. Venues for expert participation in Wikipedia
!http://nitens.org/docs/slides/scio12.pdf!

!E: dario@wikimedia.org !
!T: @ReaderMeter!

How can Wikipedia support your scientific community? 

How can we invite researchers in your field to curate Wikipedia entries? 

What tools should we develop to make Wikipedia more useful as a scientific 
reference in your field?

What Wikipedia data should we expose to allow better integration with 
scientific knowledge bases? 


