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Very Acceptable.

Alininium has acquired so rapid a
popularity for a variety of purposes
by reason of its lightness, its cleanli-
ness and its brightness that it is re-
markable it should not have been used
before for the smalier denominations
of coins as a substitute for the far
beavier and dirty copper and bronze.

To the people who have to carry
large sums of money in small denomi-
nations the change—for the change i
bound to come sooner or later in our
nwn country—wiil be most welcome.
A man presented by the conductor of
an omnibus with 11 pence as change
for a ghilling invariably grumbles at
the weight which he is condemned to
carry about with him, and & woman
cqually resents the excessive weight
which is added to her purse by a
similar transaction.

The adoption of aluminium coin-
age would change the whole of this
aud make the acquisition of pennies
& pleasure rather than otherwise, for
the metal is far brighter even than sil-
ver, and retains its luster for a much
longer time. ,

1t will no doubt be urged that the
usze of a silver-colored metal would
lead to all sorts of frauds being per-

apetrated on the unwary, just as there
were at the time when silver three
half-penny pieces or “quattie,” as it
was called, were withdrawn from cir-
culation in Jamaica, and nickel pen-
nice and half-pennies were sub-
stituted for it. Then the negroes
were frequently defrauded by the un-
scrupulous, who palmed off pennies
#s half-crowns and the half-pennies
as ghillings. But in a very short time
the negro got to understand that sil- .
ver coins were milled at the edge, and
the dishonest people ceased havinga
pood 1ime of if. Thereis, however, an
sdditional natural advantage in the
use of aluminium, forits weight is so

" different that it would seem to be an -

-

impossibility for acyone to make a
misteke in the matter~Pearson’s
Weekly.

TAI WON KUN. » %

Corea Boasts the Wickedest Villain That
Ever Lived

The recent death «f Tal Won Kun,
futher of the king of Corea, simpli-
fies that country’s politics. e was
probably the wickedest villain on
carth, and for 50 vears had been at
the bottom or the top of all the mis-
chief that has occurred in the Hermit
Lingdom, e was regent during the
minotity of the king. who inherited
the throne from a clildless uncle, and
ruled with the most brutal despotism
fur a quarter of a century. It was
wlile he was at the head of aifairs
that we had our little war with Corea,
which resulted in opening tln cu un-
trv to foreigners. le weas the foe
of all forms of progress, and par*icu-
larly hostile to missionaries and mod-
ern improvements. e murdered
thousands of people who stond in Lis
way or refused to bend to his will,
and it took three yvears for the gm-
ernment to get rid of him after the
king beoome of age. Twice he was
the prime mover in plots to assas-
sinate his own eon, and three times
attempted the assassination of the
queen. The last attempt was suc-
cessful in 1695,

The old scoundrel lived in a palace
a few miles outside the city, surrourd-
ed by a double guard, one of his own,
in whom he had ccenfidence, to pro-
tect him against the vengeance'of
those he had injured, and another .
provided by the government to pre-
vent him from leaving the place. He
geems to have died a natural death,
and it is almost 8 miracle, for no other
ran on earth was so viciously hated.
—W. E. Curtig, in Chicago Record. |

CURIOSITIES IN SYNTAX.

Some

i

Queerly Constructed Sentences
+Seen and Heard, !
A steamboat captain, advertising

an excursion, says: “Tickets—two

shillings and six pence; children, half
price, to be had at the office.”
A member of the London school
board writes: '
“We have decided to erect aschool- '
house large enough to accommodate

500 scholars five stories high.”

The editor of a western paper says:

“We have received a basket of
grapes from our friend W , for
which he will please to accept our
thanks, some of which are nearly two
inches long.”

Ona rm]wav in Wales the following !

huminous direction was recently cir-
culated:

“Hereafter, when trainsin an oppo-
site direction are approaching each
other on separate lines, conductors
and engineers will be required to bring
their respective trains to s dead halt
before the point of meeting, and be
careful not to proceeqd till each train
has passed the other.”—Golden Daye.

Why They Are Unpopular.

Many really clever and deserving
people are unpopular because they try
to make cut that they amount to mpre
than they really do.—Atchison Globe.
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On the weet and southwest cossts
of Corez the tide riser and falls from
26 to 3% feet. ; '
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When Voyumﬁ om the I-‘- .
Iah Chahnel.

In crossing the “channel there is every-
thing in knowing how, writes Lilian
Bell, describing her yachting experi-
ences on the English channel in the
Ladies’ Home Jourgial. I have dis-
carded the private stateroom. It is too
expensive, and I am not a bit less un-
comfortable than when occupying six
feet of the settee in the ladies’ cabin,
with my feet on the flowers of another
woman's hat. In fact, I prefer the lat-
ter. The other woman s always too {11
to protest or to move. I have now, by
long and patient practice, proved to my
own satisfaction what serves me best
in case of seasickness. I will not stay
on deck. I will not eat or drink any-
thing to cure it. I will not take any-
thing to prevent it. I will not sit up,
and I will not keep my hat on. When I
go on board of a channel steamer my
first act is to shake hands with my
friends and go below. There I present
the stewardess with a modest testimo-
nial of my regard. I also give her my
ticket. Then I select the most desir-
able portion of the settee, near a port-
hole, from which I can get fresh air.
I take off my hat and lie down. The

- steamer may not start for an hour. No

matter. There I am, and there I stay.
The channel may be as smooth as glass,
but I travel better flat. Like manu-
seript, I am not to be rolled. Some-
times T amnotill at all, but I freely con-
fess that those times are infrequent and

. disappointing.

FROM HIS STANDPOINT.

The Croswd Could Not Justly He
Dlamed for Not Knowing
the Darber. ~

The subject was one that is close to
every man’s mind—about six inches
away {rom it, in fact. It was shaving,
says the Louisville Commercial.

“Well,” remnarked the thin chap,
whose face looks like a disappointed
pickel, *I confess that I cut imnyself
pretty frequently. The trouble is I al-
wiys get up late and have tohurry.
brave 4 hali-dozen nicks in my physiog-
nomy for one minute more sleep in the
morning. Consequently, I go throngh
life like a Heidelburg student. But I
can't help it.”

“Why don'’t yvon use a safety 2" asked
the fresh-loaking young fellow with the
waxed mustache.

*No. thank you; lawn-mowers were
meant for grass, not whiskers.”

“IWell” continued the fresh voung
man, "I have heen shaving for the last
ten years and I have never cut myself
once in that time—not once.”

The others took a breath.

“It's true as T live,” reiterated the
fresh voung man. “I_have never cut
myeelf once.™

"1 can’t beaieve that,” remarked the
fat man, as the young man walked
away. “I don't believe the man lives
who has ever made such arecord. Tere,
waiter, who was that chap who just left
us?”

“Jones,
waiter.

the barber, sir,” said the

HE'S A LOBSTER,

Am Expression Now Popular That
Originated in Jersey’s All-
Winter Race Tracks,

The expression “he's a lobster,” which
has become so general in colloquial use
about town as to convey a clear-cut
message ¢f contempt or derision, has
a somewhat peculiar origin, says the
New York Sun. There is nothing about
a lobster, which the elder Dumas, it

" may be recalled, described as *the car-

dinal of the sea,” to invite derision;
but a few years ago when all winter
racing was a customary thing in the
vicinity of New York, especially in
weighboring New Jersey, & mud horse
that failed to realize the expectations
ot those/ who bet money upon it was
called a “lobster,” an allusion to its
mode of progression. Horses which had
been generally defeated were lobster
horses, and as this colloquial expres-
sion got to be more general in use on
the race tracks, it began to be applied
not only to horses but to men and
things a® well. A lobster car was a car
that made slow time; a lobster boat
was a boat in which rapid time could
not be expected. A lobster ealculator
was a 1mman who took too long, in the

¢ judgment of his critics, to add up an

acecount, and so gradually the name lob-
ster has come to be accepted as a desig-
nation of sloth or inferiority and “he’s

8 lobster” has come to be regarded as a
pbrase of disapproval.

For Snake Bites. .

Dr. Frazer, of London, and others,
have showrr that the bile of snakes con-
tains a vaccine against their venom, and
M. Phisalix, of Paris, has recently made
experiments which prove the virtue of
the bile to belong to cholesterine and
other biliary salts. When cholesterine
is injected into guinea pigs the venom
loses ite power over them.

Navies of the World. )

* The Army and Navy Year Book rates
the navies of the world as fcllows: 1,
Great Dritain; 2, France; 3, Russia; 4,
Italy; 5, United States; 6, Germany; 7,
fpain; 8, Japan; ¢, Austria, and 10,
Netherlands. Tnder present naval con-
ttacts Japan in 1899 will go to the fifth
place, crowding down the United States
and Germany one point.

Wants to Sell Hewself In Slavery.

A Danville (KEy.}) woman has adver-
tised her desire to sell herself into slav-
ery for life for money enough to pur-
chase a comfortable home for her chil-
dren, adding: *“Will serve faithfully,
and endeavor to make myself invalu-
able, always striving to please.”

Test of Affection, . ':;
A man must be awfully in love who
sincerely thinks a woman pretty when

she is hnvinz ber hair washed.

I'd

Other llnl! of the House

TR . 'Meves Out

b

“Wby. man,” said the landlord tos
tepant whom he had recently secured

‘for a bouse that had been unoccupied

!

for several months, according to ‘the
Detroit Free Press, “you're not going
to vacate o soon? You've only becn
there a month.”

“I know it, and a month more would
be the end of me. I am going to get
a house way out in the suburbs and in
the center of a big lot. You'llnever get
me into a double house again as long as
I live. I'd rather take the family and
camp out.”

“The place Js all I told you it was,
gir; good house, good neighborhood and
everything in good repair. I'll look to
you for the rent until the end of your
term.”

“That's all right, and I'll pag it. I'm
not mean enough to try to sublet it,
either. One thing you didn’t tell me
was that the man in the other end of
the house is a doctor and that he seems
to have trained his patients to call on
him atenight. I haven't had any sleep
worth’ speaking of in the whole three
weeks. Coming up on the porch they
reach my door first. They ring the
bell as though it were a fire alarm and
then begin pounding on the door. When
I'm forced to go to the door to prevent
its being broken in and to give the rest
of the folks a little show to sleep, it's
‘Get into your clothes, doc, and come
right over to the house,’ or ‘Jimmie has
the croup,’ or ‘Baby’s having an awful
time with his teeth,’ or ‘Why didn't you
call this evening as you agreed to?' If
I put my head out of the window and
try to explain they get hot and tell me
I'd better retire. from business, or some-
thing worse. Ill bring you the keys
this evening.”

MET THE WRONG GIRL.

And as a Consequence the Ardemnt
Swain Got in an Unfortun-
ate Complication.

Cdmedy is not confined to the stage,
A Second avenue belle who graduated at
an eastern seminary has a former school
chum visiting her. It goes for the say-
ing that they are carried back to the
days of their comradeship and having
lots of fun, says the Detroit Free 'ress.

The other evening after dinuer the
visitor threw on the cape and hat of her
hostess just to run to the nearest store
and procure a supply of bright rihbon
she wanted to complete her wardrobe
for a party that night. As she neared
the house on her return the dusk was
deepening and she was startled at the
approach of a gentlemanly looking
young man who lifted his hat and said,
pleadingly: “Can’t you walk for just
five minutes, little one?”

She sprang past him with a scream
and rushed for the front door, from
which emerged on the run the father
and brother of the chum. The youthin
{ront took to his heels and there was a
stern chase covering several blocks.
The old gentleman examined the tracks
in the snow the next morning and
vowed that the “villain" must have had
wings, as he only touched (he pave-
ments at street crossings.

Both the laughing girls knew by this
time that the fleeing youth was the resi-
dent girl's favored beau., who was not
in the good graces of the futherand had
to carry on a catch-as-can courtship.

That hat and that cape misied him.

HUNGRY BUT PROUD.

And the Poor Fellow Had to Resort
to Stratagem to Hide the
Situation.

'Tate In the afterncon a day or two
ago a young man might have been no-'
ticed passing through a certmin street
not far from the Plain Dealer building,
cays a writer on that clever Cleveland
paper. He might have been noticed,
although it was plainly evident he
didn't wish to be. He passed along rap-

!idly for awhileund then slackened speed

and gazed about him furtively. Then
he walked on again. When he reached
the cormer he turned and sauntered
backagain. Againheslowed uptoacer-
tain point and stared about him. Three
times did he go through this perform-
ance, each time somewking appearing
to thwart his mysterious purpose. Once
it. was a group of approaching ladies,
once it was a pair of faces at a. win«
dow. Finally he seemed to muster
courage. Walking briskly ba¢k, he
slackened his pace only slightly. Then
Le turned abruptly and bolted through

_the doorway of a cheap coffee-and-

| donghnut restaurant.

You see, all that ailed him was a vig-

! crous appetite, an emaciated pocket-

book and a desire to avoid the wonder-
ing attention of aristocratic {friends
who do not patronize coffee-and-dough-
nut restaurants.

Getting Her Money's Worth,

A young woman I know went to a
Spiritualist senace once upon an even-
ing, and though she strained every
nerve in an effort to concentrate her
mind on her dear and gone acquaint-
ances. there was no message for ber,
relates a writer in the Washington Post.
Quite late in the eveniug the medium
announced the presence of a spirit call-
ing bimself Uncle Jimmy. The you
woman immediately rose and clai 3
him. Uncle Jimmy said he was doing
nicely, sent his love to all the family,
and departed. As the young woman
and ber escort left the hall, the escort
ventured to uy "Why. I didn’t know
you ever had an uncle named Jimmy
“I never did,” said the young woman,
cheerfully, “but I wasn't going to pay
50 cents to get into that seance and not
get anything at all for my money.”

: American Clocks. - - L

America practically supplies the en-
tire world with clocks, nearly every
civilized nation importing their sup-
pliea from this country.
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