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Parenchymainany Mulcle s and think my time well {pent in receiving a full
fatisfaction of the ungroundednefs of my opinion ; and readily fubmt to the
Author, with a grateful acknowledgement of my Obligation to any one, that
fhall rectifie me 1n my miftake , if 1t be one,

Obfervables
Touching Petrification.

Hough much hath been already faid and written of Perrification - yet

*tis conceived , that all that comes fo far fhort of a competent ftock for

the compofing of a petfelt Fifforyof Fetrification, that the incompletene(s
thereof ought to awaken the more ciligent attention of the Curious, 2nd to
callin their aid for Additions, thereby {o to increafe and to complete the
Materials for that work , thatit may the better feive to clear and make cut
the Caufe of that Tranfmutation. Andthat therather,becavfeif itlayin the
powzrof humane Skill (by the knowledge of Neture’s works) to raife
Pecrification , or toallay , or preventit, ortoorderand diret it (which
parchance in time might be attained the faid way ) muchule might be made of
this Art; eipecially if it could be made applicable to hinder the Ceneration
of the Stone and Gravel in humane Bodies, or to diffolve the Stone , where
*tis formed ; befides other valuable Ufes, thatmight be excogitated, '
Upon this Confideration, care #, and further will be takenin thefe Papers,

torecord, among other Obfervables of Nature, what fhall be communi-

cated of this kind of Change. ,

In Numb. 1. 2. and 5. (everal Relations have been made belonging to this
Argument. Much of it, together with confiderable Refleftions may be
feenin Mr. Boyle's E[J 4y of Firmuefs : In Helmont de Lithiafi, where, amorg
other remarques |, isrecited the Teflimony of Parens | of a Petrified Chiid
feenat Parss, and by th2 Owner ufed for a whetffone: In Denfingins’s Hi-
ftoria Infantis in Abdomine twvemi, & induritiem lapideam comverfi: In
Mr. Hok's Micrograpby | andin others.  To omit now , what has been
refated (but parhaps not well enoughattefted ) by Authors, concerning the
ftupendious Petrifications of whole Companies of Men, and Troops of Cat-
tle; by Avewmtinus 1. 7. Annal. Bojornm ;5 by Purchasin his Pilgrimage p.
426. 1n fol. printed at London 1614, 2nd, (of a Troop of Spamfh Horfemen)
by Jof. Acoftalib. 3. c. 9.

To all which, the Curious Dr, Beale now adds a Narrative of a Stone, rot
long fince taken out of the Womb of a Woman of his neighbourhood neer
Trentin Somserfetfbire , by incifion , and afterwards perfefily cured, though
the had born the Stone with extreme torments for S. or ¢. years. The ope-
ratien he relates to heve been madein Eaffer lat 5 after which time , he af.
firms ro bave feen the Stone, and weigh'dit in Gold-Scales , where it wan-
ted fomewh:zt of four Qunces, but had lott of the weigh, it former]ybhgd ,
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being very light for a Stone of that Bulk.  He further defcribes it to be of &
whitith colour, hghter than Ath-colour ; perchance (fasth he ) not unlike
to that recited out of Scaliger by M. Poyleinlis Effay of Firmnefs pag 238.
qus airis contallss pofiein gypfeam tum [pecien tum firmitatess coxcreverar,
ithad no deep afperitics, and had fomewbat of an Oval figure, out less at
oneend, thina Hen-Egoe, and bigger and blunter at the other, than a
ool egge.

This Stone (fo he concludes) isintended for the Rogal Socizty, with the
Telkmony of the Chirsrgion, tnat perform’d the Operation, and other Wit-
nefles of fpecial credic ; where alio will be annexed the masner of
Operation.

{tappearsby this laft claufe (to add that on this occafien) that this Well-
wilher to the Improvement of all ufefull knowledge , has taken notice of that
confiderable Celleltion of Curifities , lately prefented to the lately nam'd
Saciety for their Repsfitory , by that Publick-minded Gentleman Mr. Da-
niel Colwall, 3 very worthy and ufeful Member of that Body : To which
Repofitory whatioevet is prefented as rare and curious, will be with grear
care, together with the Domors names and theic Bemeficence recorded, and the
things preferved for After-ages, (probably much better and (zfer, thaa 1n
their own private Cabinets ;) and in progreis of Tume'wilt be employed fos
confiderable Philofophical and Ufefull purpofes; of which perbaps more
largely in another place.

A Relation
Of a kird of Worms, that eat ou Stones.

Thisis taken out of a Letter, wiittenby one AL, de l2 Pope to M, Auzene,
to be foundinthe 32, Jouraal des Scavass ;3 as foilows.

EN agreat and very ancient Wall of Free-Stonzin the Bewedithins Abby at
Caen in Normandy, facing Southward, there are to be found many Stonzs
fo eaten by Worms, thatons may run his hand into mott of the Cavities ;
which are varionfly fathion’d, like the Stones, which 1 have feen wrought
with fo much Artin the Lowvre : In thele cavities there is abundance of live-
Worms,their excrement, and of that Stone-dult, they est, Between many
of the Cavities there remain but leaves , as it were, of Stene, very thin,
whichpart them. I have taken fome of thefe living Worms, which I found
in the eaten Stone, and put theminto a Box with feveral bits of the Stone,
Jeaving them there together for the (pace of eight dayes ; and then opening
the Box, the Stonz cem’d to me eaten{o fenfibly 5 that I could no longes
doubtof it.  Ifend you the Boxand the Stones init, together with the living
Woems ; and to fatisfie your Curiofity, Ithallrefatzto you , what Ihave
obferved of them, bothwith and withaus a Microfcape,
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