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Not a boring chore;
a critical opportunity.
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Wiki projects as social change
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Then (2001)

“AardwolF”

“Small animal from South AfricA.  Related to 
the HyenA.  Lives in the ground.  Nocturnal 
hunter.”
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Now

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aardwolf, Wikipedia editors, CC BY-SA

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aardwolf
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Then (1995-ish)

© Jill and David Gardiner, 
Creative Commons BY-SA 3.0 Australia

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/au/
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Now

Colorectal cancer, Unanimity, IUD with 
progestogen, The Beatles, Nucleic acid test,  

Archaeoastronomy and Stonehenge, Solstice, 
Ibuprofen, Allison Randal, Cloverleaf 

interchange, We All Fall Down (Robert 
Cormier novel), Ataxia telangiectasia, 

Telephone numbering plan, Missy Higgins, 
That Dog, Hematopoietic stem cell 

transplantation, T-Mobile USA, Gerund
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Then (1990)

120 000 copies of Encyclopaedia Britannica 
sold, their highest volume ever.
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Now (well, 2010)

8500 printed editions sold in 2010 when 
Encyclopaedia Britannica announced the end 
of their print edition

… but 450 million visits to their website.
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Then (2006… !)

● 18% of the world's population using the 
Internet

● 3% of African population using the Internet
● 11% of Asia/Pacific population using the 

Internet

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Internet_usage

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Internet_usage
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Now

● 35% of the world's population using the 
Internet

● 13% of African population using the 
Internet

● 27% of Asia/Pacific population using the 
Internet

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Internet_usage

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Internet_usage
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Social change

Open access

Death of print

Creative 
Commons

The Internet

Free software

e-books
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Wikipedia and diversity
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The good news

● 285 Wikipedias
● 4 with 1 million+ articles
● 40 with 100 000+ articles
● 112 with 10 000+ articles
●

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias
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Wikipedia survey (2010)

Respondents in 231 countries
http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/

http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/
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The less good news

http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/

http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/
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The even less good news

http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/

http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/
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http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/

http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/
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Diversity
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Instrumental versus beneficial
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“Nothing about us without us”
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Rationale for diversity

● Better understanding, and oneness
● Stimulating change 
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Dhokra and Baul: preserving by 
reforming

(Left) User:Sushilsakhuja, CC BY-SA, (Right) 
User:Kannanshanmugam,shanmugamstudio,Kollam, CC-BY

Peter Emberley (2011) Preserving by reforming, in Mahajan (ed), 
Accommodating Diversity
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Recruiting: strategies and tactics



Wikimania 2012, Thu Jul 12
© Ada Initiative, CC BY-SA

The power of invitation
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Reach out to groups
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Support identification with a 
subculture
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Technological outreach
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Detroit Digital Justice Coalition

http://detroitdjc.org/

http://detroitdjc.org/
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“People and organizations in Detroit who 
believe that communication is a fundamental 

human right”
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Principles

● … equal access to media and technology, 
as producers as well as consumers.

● prioritiz[ing] the participation of people 
who have been traditionally excluded…

● advanc[ing] our ability to tell our own 
stories…

● … the creation of knowledge, tools and 
technologies that are free and shared…
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Technological outreach

● Local caches of Wikipedia over mesh 
networks

● Distributed editing of Wikipedia over mesh 
networks

● Education about Wikipedia and 
contributing to it
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Organisational outreach
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Gender Links

http://www.genderlinks.org.za/

http://www.genderlinks.org.za/
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“Gender Links (GL) is committed to a region 
in which women and men are able to 

participate equally in all aspects of public 
and private life”
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“across the 12 countries of the Southern
African region, women constitute just 17% of 
news sources. Women constitute just 19% of 

news sources in South Africa and black 
women, who constitute 41% of the population, 

account for a mere 7% of news sources.”
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Gender Links

● HIV
● Business
● Media literacy
● Sports
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Organisational outreach

● Reach out to:
● cultural documentation and preservation 

groups
● media literacy and education groups
● digital education groups
● NGOs and non-profits
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Thank you

● Ada Initiative staff
● Stephanie Alarcon, University of 

Pennsylvania Libraries
● Andy Gunn, Open Technology Institute
● Sky Croeser, Curtin University
● Wikimania 2012 organising committee
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