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History

• Project proposed by Juan Ugarte Vial, Director 

of the Library of the Chilean Congress.

• Approved by the Senate in 1945.



History (II)

• Funded by Editorial Jurídica and the Library of 

the Congress.

• It started to be developed in 1948.

• In 1964, it was expected to be released

… but, in 1971 it was finally cancelled.



Value of the Encyclopedia

• Folklore: Unknown or 

currently disappeared 

traditions explained.

• Geography: Extended 

cartography and local 

toponymy not available.

• Historical value of the 

XX Century vision in 

Chile.



Value of the Encyclopedia

Administration 34 Etymology 42 Philosophy 17

Agriculture 62 Folklore 13 Political parties 3

Archaeology 16 Geography 1,326 Politicians 45

Arts 4 Geology 27 Publications 17

Biographies 161 History 64 Religion 17

Botanic 141 Industry 48 Shipwrecks 28

Chemistry 15 Infrastructure 26 Sociology 18

ECh – Backup 148 Law 28 Sports 8

ECh – Management 291 Lexicography 254 Stockbreeding 51

Economy 5 Literature 9 Transports 15

Education 93 Medicine 48 Veterinary med. 4

Energy 11 Minerals 51 Zoology 179

Engineering 38 Mining 199 TOTAL 3,556



Pilot project

• Objectives:

―Release Enciclopedia Chilena in the most open 

way possible‖

―Promote the formation of communities based in 

the share of knowledge‖ 



Pilot project

• We can do it all by ourselves in our own 

platform, but…

—Why not use Wikisource?

—We have never seen something like that…



Using Wikisource

PROs

• More open.

• Wider reach.

• Community involvment.

• Less costs.

BCN finally decided to use Wikisource for the pilot project 

May to December, 2009.

CONs

• No control over the 

released material.

• Few members (~10).

• Possible vandalism.



Pilot project

• Digitalization of 1,029 articles (4,935 pages):

• Folklore

• History

• Political parties

• Optical character recognition of the pages.

• Uploaded to Wikimedia Commons as DjVu files.

[[Category:Enciclopedia Chilena]]

• Articles created in es.wikisource.org using 

ProofReader.

[http://es.wikisource.org/wiki/Enciclopedia_Chilena]
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El primer ministerio estuvo formado pur R mon Luis Irarrázaval, (v)

como ministro riel Interior; Manuel K5enn:*fo, (v) antinuo filopolita, en ha-

cienda; ocupó 1 cartera de Justicia, Culto e Instrucción Pública, Manuel

(v) y 13 dB Guerea el en ral José Haría de la Cruz; (v) sin embargo, éste

último no ocupo su car:,a por lo que debió se reemplazado por José S ntiago

Aldunate (U). La única novedad en el personal de este ministerio sobre loa

hnmbres del gobierno de Prieto, era el reintegro a la política de Manuel $en-

glfo
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Current status

• After earthquake and government change, 

priorities changed in the past months.

• The Library of the National Congress has 

decided to support a full-scale project to publish 

Enciclopedia Chile in the following months.

• Library is now involved in other projects with 

Wikisource in Spanish



―The deputy Bernardo O’Higgins 

in the Congress of 1811‖ 

116 pages

―The Massacre of the Santa 

María School in Iquique‖ 

141 pages



Thanks!

¡Gracias!

Dziękuję!

Contact me: osmar@wikimediachile.cl

This work is released under the terms of 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 License

mailto:osmar@wikimediachile.cl
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.es_CL

