
 Home Page | Photos | Video | Most Popular | Special Reports | Biz China Weekly Follow Us On Make Us Your Home Page

Services | Database | Markets | Weather | Site Index | RSS | Feedback

Editions

Global Edition | China | World | Business | Culture & Edu | Sports | Entertainment | Science & Technology | Health | Travel | Odd News | In-Depth

In-depth Most Searched: •Economy   •Aircraft carrier  •WTO   •Affordable homes   •China-Russ ia relations   

Innovative teaching method gives students "edge" in learning
recovery after tropical storm

English.news.cn   2012-01-28 16:40:36             

By Cong B. Corrales

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY, Philippines, Jan. 28 (Xinhua) -- A revolutionary innovation in teaching,
applied in public high schools in southern Philippines has given its students an "edge" over those
using traditional classroom-type learning system in their learning recovery since tropical storm Washi
claimed more than 1,000 lives and affected hundreds of thousands others.

Washi, which brought a rampaging 180 mm of rain water and howling gales of up to 14 mps, last
month swept and ravaged everything in its path, from Cagayan de Oro City's upland barangay along
Cagayan River to its coastal barangays toward Macajalar Bay.

In less than 12 hours, flash floods submerged 25 of this city' s 80 barangays. It claimed at least
1,000 lives with thousands more missing and feared dead, leveled homes, uprooted communities
and mud-glutted schools.

Disaster resistant

One such school, Angeles Sisters National High School (ASNHS) in barangay Consolacion, was
knee-deep in mud after the flash floods last month. Consolacion is one of the worst-hit barangays in
the city.

Gil Araneta, ASNHS principal, said when classes resumed on Jan. 3, they had 44 per cent
attendance and in a span of just two weeks, attendance reached 90 percent. He said they gave their
students a series of Psycho-Social sessions for a week after starting the classes.

Araneta said the Dynamic Learning Program (DLP)--a teaching method that takes into consideration
the latest results from the fields of neuroscience--has enabled the program's students cope between
their traumatic experience during the flood and reviving the fervor for learning. "The program is
innovative in that it lets the students learn by discovering through activities,"he said, adding that
since they applied DLP in their school, performance indicators of their students showed stark
improvements.

He said their first and fourth year levels championed the city district's Math Challenge early last year.
They also bagged second place in a Rotary International-sponsored quiz bee last year. "DLP
teaches the students the virtue of discipline. The program is designed to maximize
students'motivation, focus, confidence and composure, self-discipline and stamina in learning," said
Araneta. ASNHS currently has a graduating class of 133 students.

Because the program has lessened the need for classrooms and textbooks, Araneta said their
students were able to recover faster.

Academic innovation

Under the new teaching method, students are given activity sheets instead of textbooks. A session
begins with the students working on activities on their own, while the teacher comes in to discuss the
concept for 15-20 minutes to reinforce the day's lesson. "With this, the teacher will just facilitate the

Photos  >>

Activ ists protest against
corruption in Indian-
controlled Kashm ir

Dragon lanterns m ade to
celebrate Lantern
Festiv al in China's
Hangzhou

China-funded irrigation
project helps bring
"Water for Life" in
Afghanistan

Job fairs held across
China after Spring
Festiv al

Hong Kong stocks close
1 .1 4 pct higher

White Cloud Taoist
Tem ple

Video  >>

Iran expresses optimism
on IAEA inspection

Perm anent euro zone
bailout deal reached

 Special Reports  >>

Spring Festival
2012

Iran Nuclear Crisis

Global Financial
Crisis

Palestine-Israel
Conflicts

 

2/1/2012 Innovative teaching method gives studen…

news.xinhuanet.com/…/c_131379872.htm 1/3



learning and because they only facilitate we can now handle three classes at the same time on any
given concept, for example Math. The program has resolved the problem of the lack of teachers
since a single teacher can now handle more sections," Araneta said.

DLP is 70 to 80 percent student activities and only 20 to 30 percent lecture. It is designed to solve
existing problems plaguing the academe such as the dearth for qualified teachers, few or error-filled
textbooks and the large number of students per classes in public schools.

The activity sheets will form part of a student's portfolio which will be the basis for grading a student's
performance. Students cannot take their activity sheets home. "So that the students can really rest
and relax when they get home," Araneta explained.

Megoldis Gantalao, 16 years old, a senior student at Angeles Sisters National High School in
barangay Consolacion in the city, said they used to live in a rented apartment on Abellanosa street
near the Maharlika Bridge, now they are renting another apartment in barangay Gusa. Washi
flooded their apartment building last month. "The program has encouraged us to develop our
initiative for learning concepts. My comprehension improved," said Gantalao, one of the finalists in
Quiz bee on Consumer Rights sponsored by the Department of Trade and Industries in September
last year.

Department of Education (DepEd) Schools Division Superintendent Myrna Motoomull said DLP has
been applied to all 35 public High Schools (except Regional Science High School) in the city starting
the school year 2011-2012 and "will continue for five years so that the maximum results of the
program can be seen."

Editor: Chen Zhi

Related News

• Davos delegates stress business innovation to avoid Kodak faliure

• Chinese Spring Festival TV gala gets mixed opinion despite innovations

• Innovation is "secret" to China's success: ambassador

• Sarkozy asks French people to work harder, innovate to overcome crisis

• All about innovation at the 5th World Future Energy Summit

Home >> Home            

Photos  >>

China's Cabinet seeks
opinions on annual
government work report

Activists protest against
corruption in Indian-
controlled Kashmir

EU leaders call for quick
Greek debt reduction
deal

Chinese cultural year
opens in Berlin

AFC beats  NFC in NFL
Pro Bowl game

Look who steals the
show when stars  pose
together

New brain speech
processing center
identified

FDA approves new
treatment for skin cancer

2/1/2012 Innovative teaching method gives studen…

news.xinhuanet.com/…/c_131379872.htm 2/3



Most Popular We Recommend  

1 34 Chinese workers arrive in Khartoum
from South Kordofan

2 Japan finds 14 leaks at stricken nuke plant

3 Djokovic edges out Nadal in historic
Australian Open

4 Iran receives IAEA inspectors, undaunted
by EU sanctions

5 France's early pullout to boost Taliban:
analysts

Top News  >>

• AL calls for "rapid, decisive action" from
UNSC on Syria

• IAEA experts did not inspect any nuclear site
in Iran: IRNA

• Africa economic integration: a promising
cause with challenges

• U.S. federal government to run 1.1 trillion
USD deficit in FY  2012

• Chinese team reach Sudan for rescuing
hostages

Back to Top

Home | China | World | Business | In Depth | Culture & Edu | Sports | Entertainment | Science | Health | Travel | Odd | Photos | Video | Special Reports

Gov.cn | About China | About Us | Services | Site Map | RSS | Weekly Review | © 2012 Xinhua, english.news.cn. All rights reserved.

2/1/2012 Innovative teaching method gives studen…

news.xinhuanet.com/…/c_131379872.htm 3/3


