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Background

Course

Educational Foundations

Approx 200 students per semester

Project

Replace traditional textbook with student

authored wikibook



Model

Fall 2006:
77 topic outline (15 chapters)

by instructional staff

based on experience and review of textbooks

15 “wildcards”

Up to three students per topic

1000 words (w/5 references) + sidebar + quiz
questions

Rating (three point scale)

Highest rated version included in “official”
textbook.



Model

Subsequent semesters
Highest rated content “ported” to new edition

New topics added

Modifications to rating scale
Four variables (Importance, Interest, Credibility, Writing)

Five-point scales

Open-ended comments option

Edits

Complete restart in Spring 2008
Social and Cultural Foundations    Foundations
of Education & Instructional Assessment

89 topics/70 entirely new











Findings

Students feel more involved in the course through writing

and rating process

Students’ perceptions of credibility increased over time

Positive open-ended comments outnumbered negative

comments

Negative comments tend to focus on form, structure, and

grammar/spelling

Students take rating responsibility seriously

There is a need for substantial planning beforehand and

support throughout to ensure success
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