( 353) Numb.116.

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTI ONS.

Fuly 26. 167s.

The CONTENTS.

Anextrait of a Letter, relating to the Effay Inftrument deferibed
n tlyeé.{aregoirzg Tract. Away,of making sl fortsof Fruits, Ker-
nels,crc. grow toan extraordinary bignef.  Advertifements,ocea-
fioned by Numb. 114, wpon Frofts in [ome parts of Scotland ;
of black Winds 5 of the warm and fertilizing Steams of the
furface of the Earth, Stomes,Rocks,Waters ; of Petrifying and Me-
tallizing waters,with fime Notesfor the Gardening of Scotland :
by Dr. J.Beal. Mp.Flamftead's Letter concerning Mr.Horrox’s
Lunar Syfteme.  An account of Mr.Flamltead, 4nd Monf Bouli-

aldus , zouching the laze Eclipfe of the <Moos, _An dcconnt of

a Book ; viz. The Planters Mannal, &e. by Charles Cotton
Efyuire.

An extrait of a Letter, written by a Friend to the Publifber out of
the Country, July 24,1675 5 relating to the Contents of the
Tralt next foregoing.

W Amvery much obliged for the laft pacquet which came fafe,

and I was not a little tranfported with Joy in the perufal of

Honourable Mr. Boyles Effay Inftrumens, as he hath ex-

prefled the five principal ufes of it, which obliges Mankind
( that hath a regard for Honefty or Juftice; or hathany concern-
ment for Cosns, or Mettals) to return him grateful Acknowledg-
ments. Few of us are not fometimes cheared with counte:feit Mo-
ny, and I think there is fcarce a Houfe-keeper which is not a-
bufed by falfe Mertals. We are allat the mercy of Pewterers,and,
in the Country, we begin to be in no better cafe in our dealings
with Goldfmiths and Stlverfmiths, Long fince I took notice, how
lightand Silver-like the Pewter was, which defcended to us from

Aaa our

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access

Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). NG,

to 2

Www.jstor.org



( 354)

our great Grandmothers ; bur as foon as (to follow the fathion)
we changed it, the weight and the very colowr was altered.  And, as
as they have had the wit to lead uson to change the fafhion of
our Pewter, as oft as we change the fathion of our Hats, our Pew-
ter isin every change more and more embafed : And, if our Silver-
finiths hold on their degrading mixtures, I fhall queftion, whether
our Silver-plste may not fhortly come down to approach our
Fore-fathers Pewter : 1 mean in the Country, where ‘tis never or
feldom tried.

But, Sir, fince our honourable Philofopher hath difcovered the
pure Gold, and digged out the Oar ; [ hope, you and others of the
R. Society will find out fome ingenious and docible perfons, who,
for reafonable gain to themfelves,and for common good, will furnifh
us with ftore of thefe Inftruments, fitted, and ready prepared for
all the ufes.

[ have marvelled, That the want of willing Perfons to execute,
and to furnith for Common praftice the excellent difcoveriesand
inftru&ive Inftruments, which fome great F hilofophers have lately
brought to light, havenot difcouraged the Inventors themfelyes.

Let me offer to you two or three Inffances. If the fame Mr, Boyles
Statical Barofcope,defcribed and publithed in your Firf Vol N. 14.
p.231 ; or perhaps, if the Mercurial Baroféope had been more ge-
nerally fpread in the hands of many Sagicious Gentlemen, I con-
ceive, we fhould have Feard lefs noife againft the Gravity and Gra-
vitation of the Air. 1 cannot {te what place the Statical Barofcope
would giveeither for the Fanicalar or for the Hobbian Objedtions,
or yet for the Difficiles Nagz. Both the faid forts of Baroftopes do
fhew 7o the eye the Gravitation of Air from the heavielt to the
lightelt, inall changes, to every degree , and muivally explain and
confirm each other: And the fimall Hydroftatical Infirument may
make fome refemblance of the fame or likeimportance, in Liguids.
T guefs, that in a very long clear Glaf§ one may fee , whether the
Bladdersof thofe Fifbes which have the thinne#t and cleareft film,
doexpand and contra& , as they afcend and defcend with the Hy-
droftatic Infirument.,

My next [nftance may be the Celeftial and deria) Magnets , as
propofed, and to fome effedts difcovered by Mr. Boyle. Butthis_
will hardly be throughly inveftigated by any other than the Sons of
Art. We fee, with what confidence fome men pretend to Affrolsgy,
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evenintrifles ; yet how lazy or unwilling the whole Tribeis to
make proof, either of that force or kind of Sw#btervanesl Steams,
or of Geleftial or Ethereal Influences ; no, not of the Moon, or any
Planet or Conftellation, to any confiderable accuratenefs, The Sux
indeed will not permit a!l his Power to be concealed from the
duliet of Mankind; but certainly, asthe Temperate weather of
the Spring differs, inefficacy , from the Temperate weather of the
Autwmn 5 the Sunfhire of the Eaft,from the Sunthine of the Weft ;
May dew, from the dew of Auguft; the keen winds of March,from
winds of the fame keenefs in Fanuary, ¢¢c. foone would beaptto
think, the Increafe or Decreafe of the Meon, the Perigee or the
Apogee,and perhaps the Libratures,iately difcovered,as the Afpeéis
of other Planets, arnd thofe Comflellations to which all the Old
Georgical Writers do attribute fo much, may have their peculiar
effedts, if dulyand luckily examined. We canhardly imagine, that
at Farnham , and other places, where many hundreds of Acres of
ftrong-fented Hopps are fully ripe, be givenno peculiar indication
befides cdour inthe Air ; or when large fieldsof Beaws and Peafe
are in full bloffom,that they have no effe@, befides the Odour, And
for Mineral and other Subterraneal Steams, the Barofcopes, with
comparing other circumftances, may feem toindicate, when they
afcend withmore than ordinary impetuofity,and when rebated, In
allmy Obfervations, I alwaies found the Air lighteft inthe greateft
Storms,anda little before , and at the beginning of great fallsand
continued Rain,

Thirdly, 1 inftancethe Statical Hygrofeope , which is fo fully
exprefled and directed by the fame Mr, Eoyle , that ’tis eafie foran
ordinary Capacity, witha little diligence, to make confiderable
Difcoveries by it, for the near concernments cf Mans health,

Many other Inflances 1 could name, which, if we had fucha
Man as Mr. Sellar , who could employ Workmen to perfeé the
Inftruments, and to fel! them off; it would (doub-lefs) procure
us many Operatours, and many free Difcoveriesin {.me points of
Philofophy, of whichwe have yet heard but litcle Tydirgs.
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