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RAPHAELIS FABRETTI Urbinatis de Aquis {o A-
quedullibus veteris Roma Differtationes tres in
Quarto Rome, 1680.

1. "T"He firft Difcourfe of the noble and ingenious Fabresti

reprefents the Art and Grandure of the Aquedultus
Alexandrinas, wlhich taking name from Severss the Emperor,
as Spartianys aflures, runs obliquely for a good Foundation,
yet loftily,in moft places uponan Arc LXX. foot high,through
Procoio di Pantans between the Via Labicana and Prencftina,hard by
the noble Sepulcher of the faid Emperor and his Mother,unto
the Vineyard of the Certhufians in the City,at 14 miles diftance from
its Fountain. ‘The Duét or Specus 1s 2 % foot broad, 4; high,
and thick in the fides 21, admitting in divers places an dperturs
or Brearh-hole made of Tophus 2} foot fquare: and is fuftein’d
by fquare Piles of Brick, 8 foot thicc, well cemented
and inwardly polifht ; and cover'd with an Arc of the fame
matter 12 footover.

2 The fecond Diflertation, which treats of dqua Marcia and
Clandia, is opportuncly prefac't with the meafure of the 0/
Roman Fvor : which this Learned Italian afferts to be the Pec
Ca:irolinas, that L. Perss procur'd, more than an hundred years
fince, to be expreft on a marble ‘Table in the Capitol, toge-
ther with the Roman Pabm of nine inches, and the Canna dr-
o:bilgthmim of ten Palws, and the Decemp-da OF Rod of ten Foor,
Our Author comparing the two laft together, found the Az~
dern Qv Architectenic Palw to make near ¢ 4 inchesof the <inciens
Roman Foot, the Canna srchiteciomea reaching to 73 i of the
ol Decempeda : and confequently that a fvman Aile, or 5000
Foor, contains near 660 & of the modern Canna 5 not 667 Canne,
as . Holstemas eftimates 1 his Difcourfe De miliars) cureo, mi-
ﬂ:aking the modern Roman Palm for jult 3 of the dntique Reman
Foct,  Much lefs will 650. Canne of the Later Surveiors exeend
to the length of an o/d Roman mile, as 1., Patus computed.  But
the meafure of the Fes Capirolinas on the marb e Table fore-
mention'd, (and not the Print of icp. 88 /. Pz demenfiras,
too fcanty by 3 of an inch, ) is futficiently confirmed by three
jomted Braf- e found in different places, and by feveral Bricks,
carrying one Foor in length, and an half in bredeh, taken up
from the Ruins in Jia Offienic and s divers other places.
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Wherefore this Capitel Foot ought to be prefersed unto the
rude Draughts on the Monuments of the anciens Archisetts, M,
cAbusins, T, Statslins, and ( », Coffutiss ; which laft is taken for
the very Roman Foor by the honor of ourNation Dr. Fobn
Greaves, Yet this, as well as the Statilian, falls fhort of the
Capitol-Foor by near y part of an inch, whereas the %butian is
about as much too large. Moreover the Villalpandine Module,
argued loofely and inverfly from the Content of the ¥¢/pafian-
Congizss, exceeds by ¢ of an Inch the Capidline or True Roman
Foot : for to this do precifely agree, fays our wife and experi-
enced Author, the numerous Patterns and Remains of an-
cient Architeture, that are daily dug up about the City.
Soon after he gives a public Example of the Cajitlime Foor,
telling us it futes exactly with the 73. of thofe cxxv.
fpaces into which Villalrandus divides his Semicircular Inftrument .
3:6. Comment 1n Ezech, Laftly, the Foot which Ricciolus offers
us for Remanin his Alnageft.p 58 furpafleth the Cu stoline by a
full Digit, or i of the whole : and his other meafare Gec-
graph. Reform. f. 34. by Iy part. But to return to our Aqua-
duét, highly extoll'd by #/iny, Plutarch, syrian, Frontirur. and in
this Claufc of Frojertins, . ternum iarcins bumor opus. 'This Wa-
ter taking its name from King 4nens, and as defervedly from
Publius and Yuintus, in the fame Marcian Family, of maeiser Sdwp
rad xgrniso by Popn xg myayivres | ¢rc, arifeth not from the facus Fu-
crnus (whence £lmy and Statizs would ferch it) but in the Croffi-
path between the Via Valeria and Sublacenfis, two miles thort of
Carulus and Curtins, the Fountains of  qua Claudii: but obferves
the fame Level with the Clandian | becaufe it defcends more
precipitate from the Origine. Yet within s miles of Rome the
coqua Marcia tunis 20 oot lower than the Adqua Clundia.  But
at 7 miles diftance from Row: and ata mile and an half from the
midway to Muims as Fabreti: after Frontimus exaétly meafur'd,
the Aqua Morcda ishoth purified and moduled, by falling into, and
foon after rifing up from a longfquare Fifcina or Ciitirn, 6
foot deep, made of Flint, and cover'd with a Net work, by
order of Hadrian the Emperor. Now the latter ufe of thefe
Ponds or Cesterns , that fuflaminate the Current of the A-
quaducts, 1s frequently taken notice of by Froinas : fo that
Signior Caffell: his belov'd Probleme, Kx wiliciare squa miod:om
¢jas veriare, 15 1Ot fu new as he pretends.,
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3. The third Diflertation concerning Agqueducts, the beft
Argument, by the confeflion of Diowyfius, Strabo, Piin§ and o-
thers, of the Magnificence of Rome, remarques that of the
fourtcen Ayuneducts which #recopins tound at'the City in his
tiine, ten are now quite loft ;5 and the other four, namcly
Agqui Crabra Or Damnata, '/ }'n:;'dmz, Alexandrina, and Virgo much
corrapted.  The laft fo much fam'd in Antiquity, arifing
near Revus Hevenlaneus 5 is dt’l‘i\(cd uUnto Porta Flamiria atthe
Iengeh of LXIIL Aeres or 3024. Roman Paces. For to the
Poris of Reme, and not ( as the Incomparable Foliienus con-
tends) from the gidded Miliarivm, the conducts of Ways and
tarers are precifely to be eftimated. Upon this occafion
Signior Faereti ingenioufly acknowledges, againft t'e Ex-
orbitance of 7. L« fius and others, that the compafs of Rome
(ambuws Urbw) by 1ts Aucient #oris, fhould be reduc’t in Pl-
nies numbers from X 1I1. by an cafic change unto VIII Mies ;
to accord to the the magnitude ot Athens | which is the
Aflertion of Strate: as allo to the limits of Diomyjius, with-
i the ridge of the #dls, the Zimub | the Tibwr, and the
Agger,  Yet (Rem. amphinde) Reme taken with all its Suburbs,
according to the fame Plmy and to this Dyferaror , made a
wide Circuit of LXX. als, 'T'his in brief from the
three Learned Difcourfes of  Signior Rapbacl Labreis.
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