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An Account

Of a [mall Boo%k in French | entituled
HISTOIRE DES JOYAUX.

ET
Des Principales RichefJes del Orient et de I’ Occident
par le Sr. Chapuzeau,

THis Hiftory treats of Diamonds, Rubies, Emerauvlds, Peatls,
Coral, Bezoar, Yellow Amber, Amber-gris, luaigo, ¢e,

Of Diamionds , The Author thews :

1, The Places , whence they are taken; of whichhe findstue
Five inall the Eaft-Tndies, whereoftwo are Rivers, vid. Saccact;z
in Borneo, and Nage inthe Kingdom of Bengale 5 at the bortoin
of both which, ke (aith, the Diamonds are found among the
fand , after the waters , that fall as great Torents from the
Mountains, are run off ; and the three others are Mines, inthe
Kingdoms of Decan, Cuncan, and Golconda, In this Relationhe
obferves, that the Diamonds which are found at thebottom of
thofe Rivers, have the beft water; but thofe, inMines, have of-
ten Flaws (which he imputes to the violent knockings of the Roc k)
and Blebs , afcribed to the condition of the Earth or Sand they
arefound in , wvid, when that is not pure , but fattith or black, He
takes alfo notice , that Diamonds are the heavieft of precious
Stones , as Gold 1sof Mettals,

2. The Manrer , how they are found and feparated 5 which is
the fame in {ubtance, with that, defcribed Nsm 18. p. 328,

3. The Price of them , according to the proportion of their
weight 5 for which he gives thisRule, Take, faith he, aDia-
mond of 1o Carats: thisnumber is to be {quared (whichmaKes
100, ) then, if the Stone be clean, each Carat according to its
perfection , may beworth 40 to 6o Crowns; if it have no good
water,or have a Bleb or Flaw, the Carat willnot be worth but from
10 to 30 Crowns, Somultiplying the faid 100 by the number,
which each Carat of fuch orfucha Stone may beworth, the pro-
duct is theprice of the Stone,
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Tor Rubies , he difcourfes alfo of the Places , whete they are
found s and of their Price. The Places, are, the Kingdom of
Pegn , and theIfle of Ceylon; whence very few are (uffered to be
carried away, ‘The Priceis, that ageod Rubi of the weight of
1 Rati (whichis 7-of aCarat ) is efteemed at 20 old Pagodes in
India , each Pagedebeing about 1o fi.lings Englip,

Ratss. Pagodes,
Of 2 isvalued at 100,
Oof 3 ———— 250,
Of 4 -—==-—— 500,
Oof § — —-- gco,
of 6 ——— —~ 15€0O,
of 7 -—-——-—2300,

Of 12 —————- 12000,

Concerning Turquois , theyarefound in Perfia, inthe Province
of Chamagiay, North of Ifpahan, in twoMines, called the 0/d
and the New Rock.  Thefe of the New, are of anill whitifh Blew;
butchofe of the 0/d, are not {uffered to be digged out, but by the
King of Perfra himfelf,

Emeranlds areaffirm’d by him, never tobe found inthe Eaf-
Indies , but in Perow , whence they werecarried by that Trading
People to the Moluccas , even before America was dilcovered by
the Europeans; andfo they come from the Orient; of much lels
value , than they were formerly , by reafon of their commonnefs,
"The Author notes, that Emeranlds grow in ftones, juft as Chry-
ftals , forminga Vein, inwhichthey areby little and little refined
and thickned: and that fome of them are {een , half white and
half green 5 others, all white s and ochers all green and perfeé.

To Pearls heafligns inthe orient , four places, where they are
fithed : The Ile of Baharem in the Perfian Gulf: The Coaft of
Arabia Felrxe |, near the Town of Catif , over againt Baharem:
Thelfleof Ceyloinabout Manar : The Ifle of Fapan, The beft
at Ceylon, but finall; the biggeftat Fapan, butuneven, In the
weft-1zdies they are fiflid in the North-Sea , in the Ifles of Mar-
auerite, Cubagva , St. Marthe 5 and at Comana , and Comanagote,
near the Contnent 5 and inthe Sowth-Sca , near Papara: wi:’ch

Awmerican



Ca3t)

Americanfort , though they are much inferiour to the orzentat ,
in Luftre , yet they far excel them inbigne(s, amounting fome-
times ({aith thig Autbor) to 42 Carats, |

In thisRelation ’tis mention’d , that fometimes 5. or 6, Pearls
are found in one Oyfter: That Pearl-fifbers are ted with dry and
roafted meat, to give them better breathing: That Pearl-bearing.
Oyfters are not good to eat, being flat and hard of digeftion, ¢&z,

As to the Price of good Pearls , well fathiond , he markethit,
as follows :

‘Such a Pearl of

Grain. Crowns. | Carats. Crowns.
T — 1| 45— 289
2 A AT 324
3 —————— 9| 47— 36I

Carats. § —————— 400
{ ————— 16 | § i ———— 441
I;———— 25 | 57— —— 484
LT 36 | §i——— 3529
1i———— 49 |6 ———— 576
2 ——— €4 | 65— 625
2 81 | 6 675
2 f-———100 | § }——— 729
221 | 7 ——— 784
3 ————144 | 74— 841
3:— 160 7,1-—--—--———- 900
3i———196 | 7 ;———— 960
33— 225 | § ———~—— 1024
4 — 256

Of Corals , He taketh notice, where they arefifhed , and in

sobat manner. The Places , be Jaith ; 1o be Eight y Three uponthe
Coults
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Coafts of Corfica and Sardinia, wvid, at Argueil (whereis the
beR) Baza, and near the Ifleof St. Peter : One upon the Coaft
of Sicily y near Drepannm: Two upon the Coalt of Africa, near
the Biftion of France , and at Tabarca : One more, upon the
Coaft of Catalonia, at the Cape of Quiers : And the laft, about
Majorca, Obferving, that red Coral is not found, but in the Medi-
terancan alone, where tis filhed from the beginning of April , till
the end of Fuly, employing commonly about 200 Boats, The
manner of filhing them , is with two big beams of woed, laid
crofs wife , with a good ptece of Lead on the middle, to make it
fink | cafting about it courfe Hemp , carelefly twifted , and tying:
this Wood to two Ropes, whereot one hangs at the Stersie, the
other at the fore-part of the Boat; and fo lerting this contrivance
fall into the Current , along the Rocks, where the Hemp being.
turned about , and engaged inthe Coral, there need {fometimes
many Boats to draw away the Inftrument,

Bezoar hefaith, is not enely found in Golondas , in the Pro-
vince of Renquery, in the Maw of Goats, whereof fome are at
times furnifhe with adozen apiece; butalfo at Macaflar , in the
Ileof Celebes , inthe Bodyof ‘Apes 5 bigger than thofe found in
Golconds.  He mentions, that the people in thofe parts , to find
whether aGoat hath any of thofe Bezoar-ffones initsbody , do
beat his belly with their hands , and rub it , ¢ill all che ftones inthe
Animal come together, and then they feel and tell them, asyou
do ftones in a Bag , &,
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