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An Account of fome BOOKS.

I. De ANIMA BRUTOR UM Exercitationes dre,
prior PHYS10LOG1C4, altera P ATHO L O G1C4,
Zuth. Thoma Willis M. D. Lhilsf. Nazur. Profe Sidlej. Oxon.
nee non Med. Coll. Lond.¢» Sec.Eeg.Secii. Osonli, 4. 1672,
7 4°.

7Hat the Learned Author of this difficult Argument had
“ heretofore promifed., he now in this Fook with much
care performeth ; which is the Pathology of the BrMin,and the Ner-
wous kind, explicating the Difeafes that afiect 1t,and teaching their
Cures ; together with fome previoeus Phyfielogical Confideratiors
of the Sowle of Brates. |

And becaufe it may, by fome, be thought {fomewhat paradox-
jcal, thathe affigneth to that Sou!, whereby both Brutes and Men
have life, fenfe, and local motion, not only extenfion, and as
’twere Organical parts, but a'fo peculiar Difeafes, and appropri-
ate Cures ; and becaufe alfo he diftinguifhes this meerly vital and
Senfitive Soul from the Rational, to which he makes it fubordi-
nate, and fo maketh man a Double-foul’d Animal ; he maketh it
firft of all his bufinefs to clear thefe matters,and to free them from
what may feem offenfive in them. ,

In the doing of this he denieth not the Corporeity of the Brutal
Soul, efteeming, that both by confiderable Arguments, and'by
very ample,ancient and modern,Suffrages, the fame may be evinced;
and befides, that its Bipartition is by a neceflary confequence
deducible from the flammeons Life of the Blond , and the /ucid or
Fthereal fubftance of the Animal Spirits ; both which he hath
formerly afferted, and endeavoured to prove.  For, ifit be gran-
ted him, that the Vizal portionof this Soul, lodgingin the Bloud,
bea kind of Fire, and the Sesfitive part be nothing butan Ag-
gregate of Animal Spirits, diffufed all over in the Brain and
Nerves; he draws this confequence, That the Soul of a Brute,
co-extended to the whole Body, hath not only many and diftind,
butalfo fomewhat diffimilar, parts, And if it be objeéted, that
the Soul of a Brute is immaterial, becaufe it perceiveth, oris
awarethat it fecls, Matter feeming incapableci Perception; he

Ttz anfwers,

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 22
Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). MINGIE

Www.jstor.org



(4072 )

anfivers, That that wonld be very probable, if that Terception
did exceed the bounds of things material ; and were of a higher
pitch, then what is generally afcribed to Naural Inftind, or
ldiofyncrafis : Adding, that none is like to vndertake to prove,
that the Omnipotent Maker, and Firft Mover, and Conftant Go-
vernpour of all things fhould not be able to imprefs fuch powers
upon Matter , as might be proper and fufficient to perform the
fun&ions of the Senflitive life.

And as towhat he furtier afferts, That fome peap'e are more,
yea fooner and rather fick in their Seul, than in their Fody ;
(whereas Phyfitians do cowmen’y in Echools refer the principal
Seats of all Difeafes to the folid paits, and the bumors, and vital
{pirits ;) in this he fpeaketh confonantly to his Eypothefis: For,
fince that that Soul hatha material Feing co-extended to the Eody,
and peculiar parts, powers andafledtions, le rationally conciu-
deth, that it is fubje& alfd to preternatuval afledtions, and fre-
quently needs the Phyfitians aid.

Befides, he efteems to have made it out in his Pathology , That
the Corporeal Soul extends her Difeafes not enly to the Fody, but
alfo to the e Mind or the Rational Soul,and often involves the fame
in her defeéts and periurkations.

Moreover, he thinks to bave alfo proved from reafon and au-
thority, That therearein Mantwo diftin& Souls,fubordinatcly ;
and efteems this opinionto be o far from being Heretical or per-
nicious, that onthe contrary ke koges, it will prove altogether
Orthodox, and condiicive i a good life, and a powerful confu-
tation of Atheifin.

But to the end that the Author might the better inform his
Reader of the Corporcal Nature, and the flammecns and lucid
parts, and the afleGions of the fame, ke found it neceffary borh to
defcribe the vital Organs of divers Animals, by whofe operation
the Lamp of Lifeismaintained ; and to reprefent alfo the Brains
of thofe they call perfed Brates, and of Man, difcovered by him
as to their inmoft receffes, and their {ecret and finalleft duaus’s.
By whichmanifold and comparative Anatomy, as the manifold
and wonderful wifdom of the Creatour is manifefted ; {o are by
the fame difcovered, even in the fmalleft and moft defpicable Ani-
mals, not only mouthsand limbs, burt alfo hearts, being as "twere
fo many altars and hearths to perpetuate this vital flame. Here
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the Reader will meet with very skilful and accurate Diffe&ions of
the Sitk-werm, Oyfter, Lobfter, Earth-worm ; as alfo of divers
Brains; and firfB,of that of a Sheep,in a manner excarnated,tomake
the Medullar fkreaks,and its inmoft fabrick to be feen: And fecondly,
of anew one of an Humane Brain ; where, a Setion being made
through the fzlx , the Corpus callofum and the Fornmix , and their
parts difplayed and orderly laid open, are exhibiced the ftreaked
bodies, as alfo the Optick and Orbicular prominencies,¢f¢. That
{o by confronting thefe Brains, the vaft difference of the Soul of a
Brute and that of a Manay the better be fhewn.

Concerning the Patholsgy of this Author , he confeffeth, that
in delivering the Theories of Difeafes he hath relinquifh’d the
Old way , and produced moftly new Hyporhefes; which being
founded and eftablithed upon true Anatomical Obfervations, give.
a better account of the Phemomena of the fick, indicate more
aptly the caufes of fymptoms, and fuggeft properer waies of
curing them. But.as to Remedies and his Therapeutical Method,
though therein he dothnot wich others ferupuloufly infift in the
footfteps of the Ancients; yet he rejeéts nothing that hath been
fetled by Dber Authority, and by long Experience ; adding there-
unto many things invented by late Experience , and by Analogy.
All which he hopes will prove ufeful both for improving Medical
knowledge, and the happier curing the Difeafes of the Head;

which he enumerates, and difconrfesupon, both as a Naturalift
and a Phyfitian.

1. Suite des mowvelles Fxperiences fur la VIPE RE; avec

une Differtation fur fon VE NIN; par Moyfe Charas. A
Paris 1671, 22 8°

His isa Sequel of Experiments, madeby the skill and in-

duftry of the fame, that wasthe Author of the Tra& , en-
tituled Nowvelles Expericnces fur la Vipere, formerly defcribed in
Numb. 54- and fince Englifh’d out of French, and printed by
Mr. Martyn at the Bell in Panls Church-yard. 1t is made by the
Author in his own defence againfta Letter of Signor Reds, pub-
litht in Jtalian againft fome Experiments of the Author’s former
Book, and deicribed in Numb.57. In it M. Charas expreffeth,
that heis fo far from changing his opinion upon his examining
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Sigror Redi’s Letter,, that he is much more confirmed in it:.

The Controvertic coniifts chiefly inthis: 1. That SignorReds
will have the Jellow liquor contain’d in the bags: of the Teeth-
gum of Vigers to be the only and true feat of their Venow.
2. That this liquor is indeed not V cnomous being taken at the
nrouth, butonly whenlet intoawound , made eicker hy the Jive
An'maly or cven by a dead ones teeth, thruft into ones tlefh aftey
it is dead. 3. That the fame Juice drawn from a dead Viper, as
well as fromative one, is alvaics verowous, if it pafs into a
mnmd andwingte with the bloud of the wotnded Annwal , whe-
ther 1t be ! qmd or dried o powder. 4. Thar it kills gtneiall
all fortsof Animals being wounded, and veceiving of this liquor
weo the wound.  Whereas M. Charasafierts, 1. That the Venom
of Vipersison'y in the enraged Spivits. 2. That the jel'ow -
quor, as well of a liveand evenamuch angred Viper, ascf a
dead one, hachno Venemat a'l in it , neicher in the biring, nor
when taken inwardly, nor ke into a wound and mixe “irh the
bloud, norany other way ; and confequently thaz it kills arnd
mtmsno kinds of Animals, but is a pure and VEry nnocent
Salrva.

To make good thefe alcrtions, M. Chartes aliivms to bave made
new Experiments, in the prefence ot two or three hundred per-
fons,Phyficians and others ,capable to Judge,and of great veracity;
and to have found abundant caufe oaumc to the vefult, he had
made from his former tryals, 27z, That never ony one Animal of

all thofe | e wounded, died of the jel'ow liquor let into the
woxmds, tl'olxghdrmn hot from the Lags of the gums of Vipers
muchenraged.  Thefe Experimentsareat length deferibed in bis
Book.

If it be faid in favour of Signor Red’s, That the diverfity of
Climats, or of foodalfo, may ehange the nature of Vipers | and
caufe that manifeft ditference between the Experiments; M. Cha-
ras anfwers, that it cannot be, That the nature of the Jellaw liquor,
and that of the Spirits fhould be o quite changed ; becaufe, that
tn France the fame marksare found in che Jellow hquor with thofe
deforibed of Irafy, and that the French Vipers do, without an
intervention of the faid liquor, killasreadily, as thofe of ltaly

cando.  Aud he adds, that ke bath verified it by very wany
Experiments, That all the Vipers of France, thoughtakenin very
ditlerent
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different places, and thofe often diftant from one another above
an hundred and twenty Leagues, doall kill equally.

And, as to the bilious exprrations of Vipers, whichmzy inter-
vene with the Jellow liquor and render it venomouis, he fzith, Thut
that is nothing but the angred Spirits under a difguife.

Now touching the enraged Spirits of Vipers, our Author,
though he calls then Spiritual, or not Material, and wakech their
Venom not vifible nor palpable, yet certainly he will be under-
ftood to {peak forin comparifon to the Jellow liquor, which isa
wifible body ; fo-,’tisbeyond a!l doubt; that thofe irritated $pi-
rits are corpufcles, though not fiichas may be feen and hand ed
like the faid liquor, nor fuch as you may aflign a particular place
to in thebody of -the Viper, .where they lodge ; though it may be
faid, that being raifed and fevered either fom the mafs of the
bloud, .or rather from the-whole habit of the body, they rende-
vouze in.the head, being ftirred up by the concuffion and great
commotion, which the Viper feelsin her who'e body when vexed;
whereupon follows an -eagernefs of being revenged for the ill
done them, and then a quick and fiery a&tion of the Spirits thus
enraged. Norcanhemean, that thefe Spirits have neither place
nor extenfion ; foryhow could they part from the Viper without
having been in her body 5 and,how could they enter into the body
of the Animal bitten withoutbeing there. ’

Further ; to illuftrate his notion of the Idea of the Viper for
Revenge, healledgeth the imagination of terrourby a Toad im-
prefled ina Ferrer, whichhaving feen and been feen by that ugly
Animal at a certain feafon of the year, and thatalwaies in Summer,
cannotavoid running round about it, crying out aloud as if it
call’d for fuccour, whilft the Toad remains unmov’d with its
throat open, and beingat length, by that imagination, forced to
furrender it felf into that throat ;. -as he -affirms to have f{een him-
felf, and to have even kill’d the Toad at that very inftant, and fo
fuved the Eerret, which ran away.He alledgeth likewifea Mad Dog
who can-communicate hismalignity toall forts of Anima's, none
excepted : And why not then Vipers, conveigh theirangry Spi-
rits int@ fuch Animalsas they-meer with, and by them kiil thofe
they have bitten? Which, hefaith, they execute by the pertu:ba-
ton and corruption, they introduce in the whole mafs of bloud,
forafinueh as they obftrudvthe circulation and communicationof
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the natural Spirits through the body. He adds the example of
Men, capable to caufe a grangrene and death it {elf by bitingin
choler ; whereas no [uchaccident comes to pafs, when they chance
to bite one without choler.  He concludeth this difcourfe with
the fting of a Tarawsula, which he conceiveth to ke accompanied
with an imagination, fo ftrongly impreffed in perfons that are
ftung by it, as that their Spirits are perverted, and made conform
to theagitating nature of the fame, and conftraincd at certain
times by certain tunes to dance, and to return to fuch motions
every year.  To confirm which, he relateth an example of a Nes-
polutan Sonldier, wko, he faith, hath been thefe four years in the
Fiench Infantry, and is ftill in the Royal Regiment of Kew/fillon.
This perfon never failed to feel every year at a determinace time
(viz. about the 242h. of Fuly) the effeéts of that fting, which he
tad received before he came into Framce.  And when the [dea’s
of the fting were found exalted to a degree capable to produce
tieireffeds, be began to dance, and would hear without intercup-
t.on the Violins, which the Officers of that Regiment caufed to be
play’d for him out of charity ; to which heanfwer’d continually,
keeping his time very well, without being tired, during three
daies, eating and drinking without interrupting his dances, and
being very Impatient at any difcontinuance of the play of the
Violins. Buton the fourth day his eagernefs to dance abated,
when he remembred all he had done;and knew al! that were about
him; after whichtime, he paffed the reft of the year without any
inclinationto dance. This Souldier, he faith, to have been feen
thus to dance every year by thoufands of people, and particuiarly
in the Camp Royal 4.1670, where the King him{tlf, and the whole
Court faw him.

Laftly, M. Charas efteems, that Signor Reds would do well, if,
for the fatisfaction of the Publick , without ftanding upany lon-
ger for the venomoufnefs of the Jellow juice, which he thiniks hath
been fo rationally contefted withhim , he would take the pains to
look after fome other thing, that might be common te the Vipers
of France and {taly, and that might have the fame difpofition of
matter, the fame power of a&ingnimbly,and deferve to Le equally
declared to be the true feat of their Venom ; that {o Signor Redz
might as validly exclude from it the enraged Spirits , as he (M.
Charas) pow doces the Jellow liquor: Butif he can find norne fuch,

ouy
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our Author thinks, he can have no ground to maintain his opinion,
or contend again!t that of the vexed Spirits any longer.,

1. The CUIRURGICAL and AN ATOMICAL
Ilosksof Paul Barbette M. D, Fractitiencr st Amlterdan ;
together with a'Trestife of the P LAGHE. Englifl'dons
of Low-Lutch.  London 1672 5°.

~FHE skilful and diligent Author of this Fook feems to have

fet down chevemn that Pradice,, which Reafon and Experi-
ence, afteracareful reading of the Lelt Authors, and an exad
Obfervation of feveral Operations, had taught him to be the
fatelt, convenienteft, and moft cafic.  This he hath done in a few
Chapiers, ratherinferting in fhort his Obfervations in the very
deferiptions of the Difeafes, thanto wafie the Readers time with
a prolix Difcourfr ; to the end he might not repeat in particulsr
Diteales, what he bad firit fec down in generals.

Tumeors, Weunds, and Hlcers, which neither in Canfe nor Cuwe
ditler, he hath veduced under one head; contrary to what mo't
Writers ule to do, whoonly fromthe difierence of the Part and
Member affedted diflevence the Difeafes, which afeerwards, giving,
them new names, they maltiply witbout any ufe ; and {0 they
veader chat Are, which is difficult encughof it {ulf, much move
Jdifficult, 7

Thofe Medicaments, which he hath delivered in this Foolk,
though they be few innumber, yet ave by fome able Judges e-
fteern’d of great vercue ; which the Authoraffivms to bave foundt
out by vaft painsand no fimll charges,and for the fafety of which
he alledgeth the confirmation of daily pradtice. .

And becaule Anatomy is the main foundation of Ghirmgery, the
Author hath thought good to annex fo much of it, as may be
veceJary for the Are; of all which he fhews the Ufes of itinthe
{ame.

He fubjoynsalfo a funall Treatife of the Plagne ; difcourfing
of its Caufes, Symptoms, Obfervations, and Cure ; and illuftra-
tingall with divers fele@ Pradtical Obfervations.

RERTAS I O R T AL ST

IV, The
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W. The AMERICAN PHYSITIAN; or 4 Treasify
of Roots, Plants, Trees, Shrubs, Frust, Herbs, &c, growing
in the Englith Plantations in Awetica: wherewnts is an.
nexed a Difeonrfe of the Cacao-nut-Tree, and the ufe of

“ats Fruit. By W.Bughes. London 1672. in 120,

THough the Authorof this Trac do only promife in the Title
& of it togivean Account therein of the Vegetables growing
inthe .Englz]% Plantations of  dmerica ; ( which is of good ufe,
forafinuch as it may makea part of the Univerfal Hiftory of Na-
tire, now more than ever Jaboured after by the generous Philo-
fyphers- of this Age;) yet he indeed performs more: fince he
prefents his Readers with fcveral particulars, that-are withoue
the Sphere of the Vegetable Kingdom ; fuchas are the White-Coyail-
Rocks, to be found upon the Coaft of Jamaica , as well as in ether
partsof America; the Sea-ffar-Fifh; the dllegator ; the eafy way
of making good Saly in Jamaica: For the particulars of all which,
we refer to the Book it felf.

ERRAT A in Numb. 82.

Tage gos1. line 17. read, are 1044, inftead of| are 144. Ibid.l.34.
1. apd the other swo, inftead of, 50 of them.

ZLOND 5,
Princed for Fobn Martgn, P o L Royal Socicty, 1672,



