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CONSTRUCTION OF WARSHIPS. |

The Tendency in the American Navy
as Understood by an English
Engineering Journal.
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An-editorial from the Engineer, sn
Epnglish publication which is consid-
ered an authority on naval matters,
was received at the navy department
the other day, and isinteresting, as it
ehows what the British think of the
new American battleships. Itisasfol-
lows:

“It has been given out that the new
American battleship must pesscss ex-
ceptional coal endurance and speed.
Before the war these were two points
Americans more or less dogmatlcally
laid down as of minor importance in a
battleship. Both views can be defend-
‘ed by powerful argument and equally
strongly attacked, but the spectacle
of a nation turning right about face
‘and basing its naval constructxon on
the battic of Santiago is cutions. The
‘more we learn of that battle the more
‘remarkable it appears. Do the Amer-
‘icans realiy believe that all future ene-

L4 mies they will meet at sea will be pos-

s+ sessed of such a single-minded idea of

Mlight a$ were the Snannrdm at Santia-

We are not quarre]mg with their

new ideas or comparing them with the

:0ld,but with the sentimentalism which
is allowed to sway the matter.”

It is admitted at the navy depart-
‘ment that there is a tendency among
‘naval constructors in the building of
'battleships to 'sacrifice strength and
fighting qualxtles to speed, and make
them more on the order of armored
‘cruisers. In the three first-class bat-
‘tleships, contracts for which have just
‘been let, there will be a lighter armor,
‘but of a better quality. This is done
Jor the purpose of making these ships
lighter and faster. A naval construc-
‘tor on duty at the department, who
‘graduated with the highest honors re-
ceived by any constructor, said that
ke favored having the armor of the
same weight as now used, and of su-
‘perior quality, so as to enable it to re-
sist the improved projectiles. He as-
serts that the fundamental principle
of a battleship is to fit it for giving and
1a$mg punishment. Ships should be
built with this end in view, and these
‘two principles should not be sacrificed

. to speed.

STILL GUARD THE m'mt.

More Treachery May Have Been Done
Puring the Blockade of
} Havans.

g0 ? 2

By night and by day two Spanish
guards in a little boat patrol around
* and guard the wreckage that wasonce
the proud United States battleship
Maine. The first thing the inward-
bournd American wants to be pointed
out to him is the wreck of the Maine.
Frém, the buoy where the steamer
Mascotte lies to the landing is over
half a mile, and the route passes not
far from the place where the Maine
met its fate. The passengers can see
what there isiof the big vessel siill
above water. The military mast stands
like a sentinel'over the rusted iron and
@ebris which tell the story of the fatal
right of February 15. Far inland in
the gre'xt cemetery of Cristobal Colon
sleep silently the poor fellows whom

treachery hurried into et ternity.
Rumor persists that the blockade
hasmade it possible for further treach-
ery. and that now the wreck willshow
an explosion from the inside, whatever
may have been. the original shock
which sent the Maine into the mudof
Havana harbor. It should be a com-
paratively easy matter to show that
the wreck has been tampered with, if
such has been the case. Americans
here are very cauticus about nmaking
investigaticns, ‘and say nothing that
swould lead to unpleasant conse-

" quences. .

The true story of what has trans-

'

piredin Havana harbor since the block-
ade began will soon. come out and the
American public will have another op-
portunity to see how things were done
in Spain’s neighboring territory.

., TITLE DIES WITH HER.

Se Sa';'s Gen. John B. Gordon in Rb-
gard to the “Daughter of the

Confederacy.”

o

Gen. Johm R. Gordon, eommander in
chief of the United Confederate Vet-
erans, when asked if Miss Lucy Lee
Hill, of Chicago, would now be known
as the “daughter of the confederacy”
since the death of Winnie Davis, said:

“Emphatically no. Miss Winnie was
the only Jaughter of President Davis
born in the confederate ‘white house’
‘Guring the life of the confederacy. As
Jeﬁerson Daris was the only president

3, 0of the coniederate government, no
;daughter of any other official could
truly represent the confederacy. For
that reason it would not be appropri-
ate to call even fthe daughter of Gen.
XRobert E. Iee ‘daughter of the con-
federacy.! To designate anyone clse as
“daughter of the confederacy’ would
pot only be inappropriate and meaning-
less. but would deprive the title of all
ita value. In tke very nature of the
case no bne except Miss Winnie Davis
is entitled tu Le called the ‘daughter of
the copfederacy.” That title was
unique and peculiarly her own, and is
very properly to be placed upon her
tomb. To designate anyone else by
that title would be almost a sacrilege.
As with Jefferson Davis passed the title
cf president of the confederacy, so with
Miss Winnie has passed that of ‘daugh-
ter of the confederacy.’ » '
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Mary Ander:on s Slsier
Mrs. Mary' Anderson-Nav arro 5
“younger hal{-sister, the daughter of
Dr. Hamilton Griffin, is with the Navar-
ros in Germawy. this summer, training
Ther. voice for the concert stage. She
js just at the ame when her sister made
her first suceesses on tie stage, and is
said to bear a striking resemb]ance to
the former actrees

A NEW CONSTITUTION

‘Aguinaldo Proclaims the Form of
Government of Philippines.

) ' LT -
Assames Title of President'— Tour
Secretaries and a Congress of
Representatives of All Prov-
inces Provided For.

Senor Agoucillo, the Philippine rep-
resentative who has come to Washing-
ton to ask that the msurgaﬁs be heard
by the peace commissioners at Paris,
‘has made public a translation of the
Philippine constitution which Aguinal-
do has proclaimed at Malolos.

By this constitution Aguinaldo for-
mally renounces the title of dictator
and assumes that of president of the
revolutionary government of the Phil-
ippices. He provides for four seccre-
taries—the secretary of state, marine
and commerce; the secretary of war
and public works; the secretary of po-
lice, interior, of justice, police, instruc-
tion and health. and the secretary of
finance, agriculture and industry. A
congress is provided for, to be com-
posed of representativesof all the prov-
inces of the archipelago.

. An importan feature of the constitu-

tion, 4n view of the probability that
Aguinado will try to obtain recognition
from European governments, is that
part describing the duties of the secre-
tary of state. It provides: “The of-
fice of secretary of state shall be di-
vided into three departments—for di-
plomacy, for marine and for commerce.
The department of diplomacy will study
and transact all business concerning
the direction of diplomatic mnego-
tiations with foreign powers. The de-
partment of marine shall study and
transact all business in reference to
the formation and organization of a
navy and the organization and equip-
ment of such expeditions as may
be desired by the revolutionary
government in carrying out itspur-
poses and designs. The department
of commerce will transact all busi-
ness pertaining to trade, both internal
and external, and preliminary work for

making of commercial treaties with
foreign nations.”

NEW NAVAL LIGHT.

It Is Extremely Bright and Cannot
Be Quenched by Either Water
eor Earth.

‘A new and highly important fnven-
tion was tested at the German naval
maneuvers 2t Berlin. It was in the
shape of a Greek Phoenician fire, in-
vented by a Derlin engineer.

It ignites on contact with the air or
water, and cannot be quenched by
either water or earth. It burns witha
brilliant flame, exceeding big search-
lights, .and it can be sunk under wa-
ter or underground, and when brought
to the surface instantly Dbursts into
flame at any desired point. Itwas test-
ed during the might evolutions off the
Island of Helizoiand and off Kiel and
proved most efficient in dctecting the
presence of the enemy,

Emperor William visited Stettin to
open the new harbor. During the
course of a speech which he delivered
in reply to the address of welcome of
the bvrvomﬂcter his majesty said:

“Our futurc lies on the water, and 1,
as lord and king of the laud, express
gratitude to you for kaving brought,
Stettin to this degree of prosperity. 1
hope, expect and might also say 1 de-
mand further de& elopment at the same
rate of progress.” k

Work has been commenced on the
new mammoth dock at the imperial
shipyards of Kiel. Tt will be 550 feet
long and €5 feet deep. Tt is intended
to dock large ironclads of the Kaiser
Friedrich type.

SUEMARINE WRECKER.

Queer Leooklng Craft That May Revo-
lntionize Methods of Work at
the Bettom of the Sea.
There is a stra nge, freakish DLoat !v-
ing off the Atlantic Highlands pier, N.
Y. It- has the long, low, rakish
lices of a mud scow, ard is the ir-
pocent submarine boat Argonaut, in-
vented and owned and captained by

Simon Lake, of Baltimore.

The Argonaut is designed for sub-
marine wreckicg work and it is fitted
with complete appliances, including
searchlights, a small derrick, end
other paraphernalia. It has come
from Baltimore under its own steam,
taking the Chesapeake and Delaware
capal, and thence the outside route to
New York. It is not fast, but makes
about five knots an hdur on the sur-
face. It is brought here to be exkib-
ited with a view to demonstrating its
utility.

Exactly how the Argonaut will come
up the harbor is not known. It can
cither navigate the surface of the
water in what oldtime mariners cou-
sider- the legitimate way, or it may
take a fancy to dive and rumble slong
the bottom of the cea until its naviga-
tors think it time to bob up serenely
and show the world who and what they
are and what they propose todo.

Warships to Be Kept Rerdy. .

"By an order of Secretary Long all
the warships of the United States will
be kept in commission. The purpose
of this move is to be ready, should the
emergercy arise, to send a formidable,
gquadron tq the Spanish coast in case
the peace commission fail to reach an
agreement satisfactory to the United
States.

e

.. Expenslve Prcservntlon. .

 The preservation of the peace in Eu-

rope by means of navies and standing
armies. costs $950.000.000 a year. -

. Epgland’s Great Navznl Force.. :
There are §3.274'men and officers i m
tha =ovzl navy at the present time.

INCREASE OF ARMY AND NAVY

Prestdené It Is Said Will Recom-
mend Additions to Both ;
: Branches.

.A ‘Washxngton dispatch to the l\ew
'York Morning Press says: “President
McKinley’s message to congress, when
it assembles in December, will devote
considerable attention to recom-
mendations for legislation for the
army and navy. The war with Spain
has taught several lessons and demons
strated the necessity of improvements
and enlargements in many directions.
The secretary of war and the secre-
tary of the navy will furnish the presi-
dent, in their annual reports to him,
which will soon be in course of prep-
aration, with data which he will sub-
mit to congress. A material increase
in the regular army is now regarded
as an absolute necessity, and congress
will be urged to take action upon this
subject before the close of the com-
ing session. Gen. Miles will recom-
mend the regular army to be increased
to 100,000 men and the president will
adopt this suggestion. Men will be
employed in the colonial possessions
of the United States in such numbers
that the remainder of the regular
army to be left in this country will
probably not exceed the original
strength of 25,000. Thus the claims of
the opponents to an increase of the
army, that it is a menace to republican
institutions, will be dissipated. The
secretary of war will recommend in-
creased appropriations to equip these
men with modern rifles and smokeless
powder. There will have to be an ad-
ditional sum provided for improved
field artillery and other accoutre-
ments.

“Reforms in the law governing the
militia will also be recommended by
the secretary. Some of the evils may
be evercome by extending the system
of federal supervision of the state
militia and having all forcesarmed and
equipped in the uniform of the regular
army, The president will point to
achievementsof the navy and urge. that
results obtained through the efficiency
of the navy warrant most generous at-
‘tention to the necessities of that
branch. More and swifter battleships
will be asked for, with an increase of
speedy cruisers.”
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M’RINLEY’S MESSAGE. -
;Aﬂnnll Communication to Conx;ei-
Will DBe One of the Most Im-
portant Ever Issned.

i

Présidert McKinley's mess'd'ge' o

‘congress will be one of the most impor-

tant which has emanated from a chiet
executive since the foundation of the
‘government. There wijll be several
new departures, one of the most im-
portant. of which will be the recom-
mendation for a form of government
for the newly-acquired possessions in
the Pacific—the Sandwich islands. The
committee which went to Honolulu to
investigate the ‘conditions existing
there will arrive at Washington in
time for the president to embody its
findings in his message. Aside from
this, important recommendations will
bemadeastothe government of Puerto

Lico, but they may pertain only to:

‘the preliminary steps. Commissioners
and individuals are now in the Philip-
pines ard Puerto Rico making iu-
quiries into the flnances, customs, post
office, and everything else regarding
the establishment of a new govern-

ment. The army will have to he en-
larged, and if the president acts on the
advice of Gen. Miles and Gen. IMull,

chairman of the military committee,
he will ask congrezs to authorize an
army of at least 100,000 men. Anocther
cabinet officer may be asked for, who
may be termed ‘secretary of the col-
conies,” although it is deemed likely
that the new depariment of commerce
and industries will he created and
given charge of the colonies. The
president realizes that he has a stu-
pendous task before him in writing his
next message and has requested the
members of his cabinet to complete
their repcrts by thoe time he returns
from Omaha and Chi(raeo. )

. A WEAK POINT. »

%nuluh !\nvr Badly Crlppled Be-
caase of Lack of Speclal En-
gineer Corpa.

The Russian naval captaifi; Prinve
Lievin, who was sent by lhis govern-
ment-with the North Atlantic fleet to
witness the operations before Santia-
go., has expressed the opinion that,
aside from gunnery, one of the great-
est weaknesses of the Spanish war-
ships was in the engine rooms. The
Spanish navy las no special engineer
corps, and, like the French narvy, re-
lies upcn machinists to run the en-
gines. The weakness of this system
was revealed in active service, and no-
where so markedly as in the case of
the torpedo boat dgstroyers.,

The remarkably few instances of
breakdowns in the machinery of Unit-
ed States warships were attributed by
Capt. Leivin entirely to the intelligent
supervision over the complex mechan-
ism exercised by the naval engineer
corps. -

The naty deparitment has learned
that the French minister of marine, M.
Lockroy, has ordered that a torpedo
boat be assigned permanently to the
marine school at Brest for the prac-
tical insiruction of naval cadets in
the management of steam machinery.
Heretofcre, as in the case of the naval
academy at Arnapolis, the cadetshave
their whole training on sailing vessels
and have had tolearn the management
of steam machinery after they went
into service.

: Lions Lert Handed:
‘Wearly all the lions are “left hand-
ed.” A famous explorer says that
when one desires to strike a foreible
blow the animal almost always uses
the left__pﬁ':v_.__
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. ¢ AUDITORIUM HOTEL%
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Ll batisse Ia plas vaste et la plus massive au monde. Construite en pierres et en fer Cdix 6tage!
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