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An Intimation of divers Philofophical particulars, now underta-
ken and confider'd by feveral Ingenious and Learned men 5 bere

inferted to excite others to joyn with them inthe (ame or the
like Atiempis and Qvfervations.

I:f!, we have notice givenus, thatat Parss the Excel:
F leat Siguior Caffini hath lately detected again Spots in
the Sun, ot which none have been feen thefe many years,
that we know of. T hoped that that learned Aftronos
mer will fhortly publith a Defcription of what he fhall
have obferved of this kind, Mean time we cannot but acs
quaint the Curious, that,as far as we can learn, the laft ob-
fervation in England of any Solar Spots, was made by our
Noble Philofopher Mr. Boy!/, vvho, upon an occafional
difcourfe of this Subject, vvas pleafed to communicate

vvhat he had obferved of this kind, as he found it regiftred
in his Nozes, viz,

Friday, April 27, 1660, about 8 of the clock in the Mornizg,
dhere appear'd a Spot inthe lower lmeh of the Sun alittle towards
the South of its Bquator , which was entred abont 3. of the
Diameter of the Sun, it felf being about = 'nits fborteft Dia-
meteryof that of the Sun s its longefl, abou: & of the fame, It
difappear'd upon Wedne[day Morning ( May 9™ ) theugh we far
it the day brfore about 1C tnthe morning to be near about the [ame
diftanse fram the Weft weard limb a little South of its quator,

that it firft appear’d to be from the Eaf-ward.limb,
a little South alfoof its quator, It feem’d to move
fafter inthe middle of the Sun than towards the
limb, It was a very dark Spot almoft of a qua-
drangular form, and was enclofed round with a kind

of duskifb cloudy muchin this form and in this pros
portiontothe Spos.
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We firft obferv'd this very fame Spot both for figure,colour and
bulk, tobz resenter'd the Sun May 25th, when it feem'dto be ina
part of the [ame line it had formerly traced 5 and was enter'd a-
bout = of its Diameter about 7 of the clock_in the afternoon. At
the fame time there appear’d another Spot, which was juff entred
and appear'd to be entred not above > part of the Sun’s diame-
ter. Itappear'dtobe longeft tawards the North and South,and
Jberteft torvards the Faft and Weft, There feem'dto be difpers’d

about it divers fmall clouds Lere ond there.

Thefe Obfervations vvere made, as the Noble Obfer-
ver told us, vvith an excellent Telefcope, in the prefence
of divers Curious and Ingenious perfons, one ot vvhom
was Mr. Hook. And difcourfing of the thoughts he had
entertain’d touching the Effets of fuch Spots,he fuggefted
this Inquiry, Whether they might not caufe a confidera-
ble alteration both in the Body of the Sunit felf, and in
our Air and the Bodies in it upon their diffipation 2

Secondly y vve underftand, that at Pari the Royal
Obfervatory , now a building for making Celeftial Dif-
coveries, is very far advanced, and will fhortly bein a con-
dition to be employed for the ufe intended; whence vve
may expe a confiderable advancement of the Aftrono-
mical Science, Inthe fame Edifice, vvhich the faid 05-
fervatory maketh a part of, we are inform'd that there is,
befides many other rooms fit for Philofophical ufes and
purpofes, averydeep Cave, having an hundred threefcore
and ten fteps of defcent; wherein many forts ot Experi:
ments are intended to be made, being of that nature, that
they require to be remote from the Sun:beams and the o-
pen Air ; fuch asare Thermometrical ones, and fuch as
concern Refrigerations, Coagulations, Indurations, and
Confervations of Bodies, and athoufand things more.

Thirdly,vve hzar, that the Learaed Monficur Mariotte is
publifhing two very defirable Difcourfes,the one of Viffins
upon vvhich fubject he hath difcovered fomething new
and confiderable s the otber of the Art of Leveling,vvhere-
in he delivers many remarkable particuldrs about Refra-
&ion, and the Errors, that may, upon the account thereof,
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beimpofed upon men ; together with feveral New Inftru.
ments of Levelling exactly.

Fourthly, vve find by Letters out of Germany , that the
learn’'d phyfitian Dr. Kornmannus, is printing a Book con-
cerning the Tinctures or Effences of the Excretions of Tn-
fects, which having fed upon fcveral herbs and flowers,
yield fuch dungs, vvherein the tinture, colour and verrue
of thefe vegetables are to befound: Thus for example,
he canextract a curioufly red tin€ture out of Excrements
of Worms that have fed upon Rofes, &e.

Fifthly, vve find by Letters out of Italy, thata very In.
genious perfon there, upon the confideration of what hath
been lately intimated touching cerrain Experiments for
finding out, whether there be a Circulation of Sap in
Trees, refembling that of Bloud in Animals ; Offers it to
the confideration of Naturalifts, Whether it be likely to
find a place in Vegetables, whence the Sap may part, and
whither it may return,fuch as is the Heartin Animals ; ad-
ding, that whereas Vegetables are alwayes to put forth new
branches, leaves, €¢. it {feems to be fufhicieat for them,that
there be a continual aed plentiful courfe and fupply of
Juyce, to thruft outevery way, without any neceffity of
fuchaCirculation.

Sixtbly, whereas it hath been more than once men.
tion’d in thefe Papersy * Adulierum
teftes effé Ovario analozos ; nec tane
tum in nuptis & facundis Mulieribus,
fed etiam in ¥irginibus effé Ova vera, &c. We cannot but fig-
nifie here, for further inguiry , that there hath been very
lately made by two Phyfitians at Paris a diffeCtion of a
Cow, incujus tefliculis eva reperta fuerinty uti Kerkringius ob-
fervafle [e firtpferat in Antbropogenie [ue Ichnographia; and
that ¢bere they intend to purfue this Inquiry, inviting o-
thers to make the fam= refearch. Wherein fince the lear-
ned Dr. walter N:edham, an Englifh Phyfitian, and a wor-
thy Fellow nf the R, Society, hath heretofore already been
converfant to good purpofe, it is here publikely withed,
that he would make a further progrefs inthe fame; plures

inflitu.

¥ See Mumb. 32. p 628,
and Namb. 70.p. 2136,
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inftituendo diffectionesy catellarum imprimis valds juvenum, &c-
adret certitudinem majorem,

Seaventhly, from Germany we are inform’d, thatin the
Univerfity of $ena in Upper Saxony, one Mr. Weighelins,
Profeflor of the Mathematicks there, hath mnvented feve:
ral ingenious Inftruments and Engins 3 As firft, an Aftro-
nomical one, which he calls 4ffrodiéticam, by the means
whereof very many perfons fhall be able at one and the
fame time to behold one and the fame Star.  Sccondly,
Anexceeding great Globe of the werld, capub'e of ten per-
fons to fitin itall atonce, and tobehold the motions of
the celeftial Bodics, &ec. Thirdly, Anedd Bridge, ora knd
of Stairs, by which aman fhall defcend and vyer realiy be
raifed upward, and going as "twere upon a plair fhall,fre m
a lower, by g-ntlyfubliding, arrive to an upper flory.&e,
Ofthefe and other particulars, faid to be in partalrcady
done, and in part defign’d by the faid Mathematician, we
hope we fhall in time obtain a more fatisfaGtory acs
compft,

The Extraét of a Letter writtenby 2r. John Ray to the Pub-
lifber fromMidleton, Fuly 3. 1671, concerning Spontancous

Generatwon 5 As a fo fome Infiéls melling of Muski
Ser, '
S to the particulars contain’d in your Letter, T weli re=

\ memb:r, that Mr.'Liffer did, a gond while fi ce,
writeme his opinion concerning Fegetabie Fxcrejcercies,
and the Infeltstherein bred ard harboured 5 burthe Let-
ter containing that D:fcourfe I have not at prefeint bv me,
it being fent away ina band'e of other Letters and papers
into Effex. 1 have therefore writ-
ten to him ro defire him,to take the * The Reader s L ke tofind
pains himfelf to fend vou his :’l;;:nﬁ}[toigrf:e\tkllofntrbm e
thoughts upen that fubject, *

Whether there be any Spontaneous or Anomalous Gene-
ration of Animals, as hath been the conftantopinion of
Naruralifts heretofore, Ithink there is good reafon to
queftion, It fecms to me at prefent moft probable, thae

there



