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Outline

● Idea for a new book?

● No of contributors and Licensing model

● Wikibooks as collaboration platform.

● Typesetting/Layout with Libreoffice-few tips

● Making book which can be used in electronic and 
physical versions

● Making ebook in epub format

● Summary
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Idea for a new book?

● Quest for Knoweldge 
● Existing sources inadequate 
● Dissatisfaction with other mediums  to 

communicate ideas
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Decide on Contributors

● Single
– Faster pace of work

– Need for external support to improve quality

● Multiple
– Slower pace of work

– Leverage others for reviews

– Need for collaboration platform
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Licensing Model and implications

● Copyright: All rights reserved
– Need to invest for graphics, design services

– Possibility of earning money and fame

● Copyleft:
– Ability to leverage copyleft  content

– Possibility of earning fame
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Collaboration platform-Wikibooks
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Free media
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Wikibooks print/export
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A page in Wikibook
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Typesetting/Layout

● Pediapress Print/export extension
– Easy supports English and other  European languages

– Can be ordered  from Pediapress

● Export in .odt format
– Gives maximum freedom
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Typesetting/Layout Corrections in 
LibO
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Layout with LibreOffice-few tips

● Directory structure of wikiarticle exported and needs 
to cleaned up

● Headings are exported with named styles

● By modifying the style, you can alter the layout  to 
your taste

● Pictures need to be separately added

● For Booklet style, ensure that  number of pages is a 
multiple of 4, add blank pages at the end if required

● Use Libreoffice export as pdf feature
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Making Printable and Electronic 
books

● PDF files usually do not have explicit contents page 
but have navigation outline.

● Hyperlinks are not useful with printed version

● Add Table of Contents explicitly

● Add hyperlinks into the captions (with a short url 
service) so that people with print  access can use the 
online resources easily 

● Tools like PDF-Shuffler can help combine and 
rearrange pages, but the navigation outlines  will be 
lost.
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E-books

● Use Calibre to convert from PDF to E-book format 
(epub)

● Cover pages are converted as image

● Issues remain with support of Indian languages
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Epub conversion
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Distribution/sale of e-books

● Upload on Wikmedia Commons
● Portals

– Pothi (http://pothi.com/pothi/)
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Summary

● Wikibooks and LibreOffice help in easy generation of digital books.

● Minor style adjustments, separate embedding of images are needed for a 
good layout.

● Add cover pages with appropriate graphics

● Ensure for booklet formats that your  page count is multiple of 4

● Generate TOC and embed short form URLs in  captions/footnotes for 
making print version easy to use.

● Use Calibre to convert from pdf to epub format

● Use Adobe Reader(The only Free but not open source software required) 
to print in booklet form and pin the printed pages in the middle.
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References

● Wikibooks: http://en.wikibooks.org
● Libreoffice: http://www.libreoffice.org/
● Calibre: http://calibre-ebook.com/
● Ebooks wiki page: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E-book
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Thanks for your attention, 
For clarifications contact

arjunaraoc [at] gmail.com
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