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4 That thie Reb-grubhs aftually feed on Mites, these being
no ather food forthem.

%.- Thattherearesother species of Bees or Wafps befides
thofe by'ms defcribed 5 which are fometimes found te make
thefe Mites their food : Dr, Fehnfen having open’d one Husk,
with oneonly large Maggot iniit.

6. Thatthere are probably different forts-of Mites in thefe
Huskes, making poffibly different fpeces of Kermes » For,fome
1 havefound to hold Carnation: colour’d Mites, enclofed in a
fine white Cotton, the whole Husk ftarting from the Twigg,
fhrivelling up, and ferving only for 2 Cap or Coverto that
company of Mites. Qther Mites I'have feen white,and (which
is moft ufual) the Husks continuing intire and not coming a-
way from the Twigg they adhere to, and but little Cotton at
the bottom. Thofe of the firft fort are the white Cob-webbs
on the Vine, defcribed by Mr. Heok Micrograph, Obs. 56.

7+ ‘That the fhrivell'd Cap to be found upon.the Mites in.
clofed in Cotton, as alfo the whole.Husk itfelf, if taken early
in April, while foft, will, dried in the Sun, fhrink into the very
tignre of Cochinesl : Whence we guefs, that Cochineil may be a
{o:t of Kermesytakea thus early and fun-dried,

tHitherto this Summers Notes concerning Kermes, "This ad-
vantage at leaft we may have by thems that the account, ta-
tkea'from M., Zerney by Dr. Croon, and
publifh'c in one of the Tranfaiticns,* is
made more intelligible: the fmalb scar-
let powder, there mention’d, being to be underftood of thofe
Mites; and they-to be diftinguifh’t from the Bee-grubbs,which
are chapg’d icto the Skipping Fly, that1s, the Bee, (for kind at
leaft) by us deferibed formerly, Lam, €. York Oftab.g, 1671,

See Numb, 2o, p. 362

An Extrad of a Letter Written to the Publifber by Mr. Thomas
Platt, frem Florence, Auguft 6.1672.1concerning fome Excpesi-
ments, there made upon Vipers, fince Monf, Charas bis Reply to
the Letter written by Signor Francefco Redi to Monfienr Bour-
delet and Monfeur Morus.

Sir
‘thall bé;;in with telliog you, that ina Converfation laft Win-
ter, where I had the good fortanc to make one of the num.
ber, the difcoure was of an Opinion of M, Dela Cbambre,who,
to
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to prove that the Spirits are animated, alledges, among other
arguments, their. Aptnefs to dilc:rn;by which he {uppofes,
that in the heat oftheir anger they gather the Poifon fromthe
feveral parts of the blood, and therewith convey themfelves
to the teeth of the irritated animal, from whence they are af.
terwards transfufed into the wound by biting, This couceic
wasby fome ofthe Company received with much applaufe,be-
caufe they knew, how difficult a thing it was,to come to an ex.-
planation of that poifon, which M. Dela Chambre makes menti:
on of in general, Thatthe {pirits proceed rrom the Blood of
the irritated animal. 8o they agreed, paucis mutatis, hence to
frame a new Hypothefis, faying, That fuch poifon is nothir g elfc
but a new and malignaot acivity of the fame Spirits whiift chey
arc vexed and bent towards revenge 5 aflerting the truth of
fuch Ideal effe@s with divers examples, as that of the Toad,
the Weelel, the Mad Dog, the Spider of Puglia, &c.which
were all found very weak and un-concluding.

Wherefore moft ofthe Gentlemen did incline to entertain
Monf. Dela Chambre’s firft fundamental Opinion, fince at leaft
that fuppofes, That thofe Animals,thatpoifon by their biting,
have already a real poyfon within themfelves, and that Anger
works no other effect, butto gather all the venomous part?s
together in one particular place, whence they may eafily be
inftill’d into the wounds, made by the teeth,

For all this, (as it moft commonly happens in fuch difcour-
fes,) everylone remain’d in his own Opinion ; and mention ha-
ving been made of that of Signor Red?’s, held in his Bock of
Vipers, which for feveral years pafles in this Country almoft
for an undoubted truth,viz. That the Vipers poifon confifts in
fome thing, incompatible with this new allay of M. dela Cham:
bre’s opinion, reduced to the irritated Spirits, though not with
that of his, which is taken purely fromits firft grounds ¢ This

ave occafion to a new dcbate concerning the validity of
Sianor Redi’s Aflertion, {o generally received here: fome fay.
ing, it would do well to examine the grounds ofit, Upon this
it was refolved, that all might be fatisfied,to come to a tryal as
foon as the Spring would give leave toVipers to appear abroad,

Now, Sir, youmuft know, that being at the houfe of Sign.
Magalotti oo the 2d of Funelaft, there came Dr. Franeini, who
had formerly been one of the moft refolute Affertors of chis
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opinion of Signot Redi concerning the Poifon of Vipers 5 and
being come he fent to his lodging for a Box, in which there
were a great many heads cut off, that morning, of Vipers late:
ly come from Naples, He immediately defired to have fome
Animals to begin his Experiments upon 3 bu¢ there being at
that time no other company with Signor Magalotti but his bro-
ther and L it was thought fit to ftay till next morning,that thofe
Gentlemen, who were at the difpute laft Winter, might be pre-
fent; as it fell out they were,

1, that had not fo much patience, defired the Doctor to make
atleaft one experiment s which being granted, Signor Maga-
lotti was pleafed to fend to the publick Market for a couple of
Pigeons, to be fure of having {ome,that were not prevented by
any Antidote. The Pigeons being come, the firft was woun.
ded with the Teeth of a Vipers head that had been cut off a-
bout 7 or 8 a clock the fame morning. The way of making
the wound was, by thrufting twice the Mafter-teeth into the
flefhy part of the Pigeons breaft, till fuch time as preffing the
upper part of the Jaw, the two little bladders, that ferve as
gums to the teeth, didempty out upen the wound fome of
that yellow liquor, which here is fuppos'd to bethe true and
only poifon of the Viper. This Pigeon being thus bit, and
fet upon the ground, began to ftaggerimmediately, and dy-
ed in lefs then 3 or 4 minutes. The fecond Pigeon was woun-
ded in the fame manner ; but at the firft wound there only en-
tred one of the teeth, which brought forth a great deal of
blood; the fecond time they both enter'd, and this had the
fame fate, with this difference only, that he languifh’c half a
quarter of an hour,

The next morning there met at Signor Azagalotts's Chambers,
befides the company of the day before,Signor Carle Dat?,Sigm,
Vincengo Viviant, Sigo. Paolo dell Ara. Dr. Savona, Dr, Neri, Dr.
Fabrini, and fome others. Whereupon fix Pigeons anda Cock
having been brought ; the firft thing that Dr. Francsint did,was,
t>thruft feveral thorns of Rofe:thrubbs into the breaft of one
ofthofe Pigeons, to manifeft, that fuch accidents, as might
befall thofe that fhould be wounded by the Teeth of the dead
Vipers, were not meerly caufed by the wonnd. And whereas
one of the company began to make fome nice reflexions, and

to take fome of the heads to meafure the juft proportions of
thejr
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their teeth,to fee what difference there might be betwixt ther
and the thorns, this made the Doctor loofe patiences and foon
taking a pin,which was none of the leaft, he gave to the firft
Pigeon, that he could lay hands on, a very deep wound in the
breaft, which no fooner was got free but began to leap & frisk
about the room, as if it had not been concern’dinthe leaft,

After thisy they beganin good earneft. For another Pi-
geon was taken and bit in the breaft by both the Mafter-tecth
ofa Vipers head, that had been cut off the morning before;the
execution being exaltly like that of the day before. The ef-
fe& was,that the Pigeon had the fame fhaking fits; after which
falling upon his belly he died, giving fignes a little be-
fore of a painful Agony, by his often gaping. His end was
not only very fenfible to him, but alfo more tedious than that
of the other day; for, this lived 5 or 6 minutes after his wound,
Another having been ferv'd after the fame manner with- ano-
ther head, had the like accidents, and died within a quarter of
an hour: This Obfervation was made on this other, that his
wound let out a great deal ofblood ;  whereas net fo much as
one drop was feen to come out of any of the others,

All this appearing as yet but little to the Doctor, to exclude
the doltrine of Spirits, which now begantoloofe ground af-
ter fo many experiments of Dead Vipers heads ; he took three
ftalks out of a Broom, and having fmoothed them, and fharp-
n’d them at the ends after the manner of a Lancet, he drew
from the gums of feveral heads enough of that yellow juice
to dawbe two of thofe ftalkes ;5 which, being thus moiftaed
with thatliquor,were both put into thebreafts of two Pigeons,
and there left; the like having been done to another with the
3d ftalk not cover’d with that juice,which was at leaft one third
part bigger and longer than the other two. In a word, the
two firft died within 4 or 5 minutes, and the Iaft continues to
this very day in Signor Magaletts’s Pigeon-houfe as brisk and
as fat as ever ; his wound in his breaft, inftead of having cau-

‘{ed an Inflammation, is now almoft perfe&ly healed.

Whilft thefe Experiments were making, it came into the
heads of fome to try another,upon the relation that Sign. Paole
dell’ Ara (lately come from Parzs) hadmade 5 which was, that
fome had aflerted there, that, to {wallow a Vipers head was a
moft certain Prefervative and Remedy againft the biting ofa

Viper
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Viper. Dr. Francini{miled at that phancy ; but to give full
fatisfadtion aboutit, he made two experiments, Theone was,
by making the Cock that was there to {wallow a Vipers head,
and then caufing him to be well bitten in both thighs by a live
one, Butthe Cock continuing fome time before he gave any
figus of ficknefs 5 not to loofe time, he pafs’d to the other ex-
periment, by thrufting the Teeth of adead Vipers head into
another pigeon, that had before got down one of thofe heads
into his belly. The conclufion was, that both dyed, the Cock
within a quarter of an hour,& thePigeon inlefs than 4 minutes.

The rews of thefe Experiments made many perfons curious

“to fee them perform’d once more ; {o that, fome few days af-
ter, a rendezvous was made in Sign.Magalott'sGarden,where,
befides the forenamed perfons, met Mr. Thomas Frederick, Mr.
Fobn Godseall (two Englifh Gentlemen,) Abbot S#rozzz (his
Moft Chriftian Majefties Publick Minifter in this Court,)Sign.
Paclo Falconteri(firft Gentleman of the Bed chamber to the G.
Duke)sign. Luigi del Riccio, Monf. Pelletier Mon{. Morelle (the
one Phifitian, and the other Chirurgion to the G. Dutchefs,)
Dr. Gornia Phyfitian in Ordinary to his Highnefs, Dr. Bellini
Profeflor of Anatomy at Pz/ay Sign. Lorenzo Lorenzinia Ma-
thematician, and Sign, Pietro Salvetti,

But by the by, give me leave to tell you(for fome diverfion,)
that this Sign, Salvetti, who is one of the & Dukes Mufitians,
& plays on all Bow:Inftruments,invented ayout 4 years ago a
New tuning of the Antient Lira V7ol wilkgthe ufual 13 firings ;
by means of which tuning it is rengwe@hsily perfe@, fothat
you may exprefsupon it all Concfrds, Difgosds, andallo the
imperfec Concords, as feavenths, fixtlsy8c. as well as upon
any Virginal that hath the quarters-4#iotes upon it.’ Tis true,
'tis only for Melancholly and paflionat matter,and not for di-
vifion, as is the proper nature ofthe Zira. 11hall only add,
that with theabovefaid tuning he afcends in Alze as highas G,
Soly Re, Ut 5 and defcends as low as doublec, Sol, fa, ut; and
can make every where the fame Concords as above,

This fame perfon having applied himfelt to the ftudy of the
Mathematicks,and particalarly about the Proportions otHarmo-
ny,relating to his profeflion of Mufick,beganto delight himfelf
in Opticks and other parts : And not being content with the
Theory,he went onto put it in practice by making Telefcopes
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of divers fizes jasalfo Microfcopes,in-imitation of thofe of D;-
vini aod Campani.  And I can tell'you, that helately thewd
one of his Microfcopes to the G.Duke, which was judged by
all much better tham any of the beft his Highuefs hath; and 1
was an eye-witncfs to this, that for maguifying, defining, and
clearpefs, it was found very excellent,  The {ame day he like-
wife thew'd his Highne(s a litdle Profpe&ive Glafs, made ac=~
cording to Mr. Nemwtons new Invention s and though this was
but the firft,and was not above half a foot long, it had the fame
effe@ of one of two. He is now making another after the cor.-
ceit of M. Caffégrain, though he agrees not with him in making
convex the little Specalum, which oune looks into through
the Eye-glafs; but believes, the French Auathor only devifed
that to difguife as much as was poffible his pretended New In-
vention, which he endeavors to make anterior to Mr. Newtons
moft nobleone.  For the reft, he thinks he hath found a way
of making Objects feem right with one cnly glafs.

But, to return from this digreffion to our firft difcourfe,you
may take notice, that the Aflembly at Signor Magalottr’s, ha.
ving been firft inform’d by Dr. Francisi of the grounds ofth’s
difpute and of the former Obfervations,he began the fame ex-
periments by caufing 2 Pigeons to bz bit by a Vipers head
that had been dead above ten hours, in fuch a manuner that by
prefling the gums fome of that yellow liquor might drop iuto
the wound. They both died, one in 6 minutes, and the other
in 8 ; and not being content with this, with another Vipers
head they poifon'd a Chicken,which died in 10 minutes. Therc
appear'd afterwards another Pigeon, that had been wourded,
many hours before, by adead Vipers head; but it had been
dead fo long, that theliquor, quite dried up in the gums, was
become {o-hard, that for all the {quzefing of it nothing wou!d
come to theteeth ; whence this Pigeon was very well: Aud
Dr. Francini having caufed the fame bird to be bit againby the
fame dried head, it had after alittle fluttering with his wings.
whilft the-pain of the biting lafted, no other harm, b

A live Viper then bzing taken,4 Chickens were bit by it one
after another, The two firft, either becaufe the liquordid
not penetrate into the wound, or the blood expelled ity ap-

ear’d not to have any diftemper, The 414 lock’d as it it would

dye prefently s but a little after coming to himfelf he got clear
of
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off for that time. But the third, who feem'd at firft to be very lively,
dyed within an hour and an half. .

There being afterwards a young Bitch brought in of a pretty fize,
fhe was bit twice by alive Viper inthe middle of the hanging part of
the ear Whercupon fhe very foon began to give mortal figns, by
taggering,vomiting and being convulfed ; after which having a little
recover'd her felf, the fame accidents return’d upon her,by which fhe
was reduced to fuch a grievous condition, that four hours after her
being bit fhe could not {tir any more, and feem’d juft as if (he had
been dead, holding out her tongue, and looking very gafhly, with-
out any other {ign of life than that of painful breathing ; to which
fhe added fometimes a faint barking and a languithing howling. In
which condition fhe was {till found next morning,only her refpirati-
on was yet weaker, and (he appearing juft a drawing to herend. It
was obferv’d, that no part of her body was [well'd, nor had any fpot
upon it. She had voided backward fome matter of a very black co-
lour, ofwhich her hind parts being very foul,a fwarm of Gnats and
Wafpes weredevouring her alive : Which mov’d one of the fervants
of the houfe, to knock her in the head.

After this, there were bit two Caponsand a Pullet by a frefh Vi-
per,vexed a purpofe ; and, becaufethey gave not then any figns of
being ill, they were fent back to their coops, and there having con-
tinued well till evening, they were furpris’d at night by a diftemper,
whichin all likelyhood proceeded from the poifon ; for next morning
one of the Capons and the Pullet were found dead,

I mult not forget to tell you,that the laft thing th‘at wasdone,was,
the fending to the Pigeon-houfe for that Pigeon,that had in his breaft
the ftalk that had not been imbued by the yellow liquor; where he had
b:en kept during all that interval of time, from the firft experiments
to thefe laft 5 being now found by all not only very lively, but alfo
in athriving condition. The place of his wound being fearch’t, the
ftalk was eaflly felt, and was, before the eyes of allthe company,with
a little pair of Pinchers drawn out.

This 1s, $ir, what 1 can confidently affirm to have been an eye-wit-
nefsof ; and it being notmy bufinefs to make refle@ions upon thefe
experiments, | leave that to you. Iknow, Ihave notfaid any thing
but what will be moft amply found in Sign. Redi’s firlt and 24, book ;
butthat, which urged me to make this repetition, was the thoughts
that it might be acceptable to you, to fee his Affertions confirmed by
the Teftimonies of fo many perfons,that are the more able to be jud-
ges of them, becaufe their underftandings are fuch, that *tis not pof-
{ible ro impofe upon them,

I I'may be fo happy as to receive fometimes from you anaccount
of the Curious performances of your famous Royal Seciety,, I thall
muke ufe of that favour, to animate the 7i tuofi here to do fomething
thit may not be unworthy of your knowledge: But before you afford
me thisioaor, Tmuft firlt befeech you to lay your commands onme,

by the cxecution of which you fhall plainly fee, with how much re-
anty Iam, ¢, Dr. foban



