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There is a Ii ttle church that has stood for, many years. That is, the \<Thi te 
" , 

frame building has weathered many seasons. But "th~story of its life within is 

not so unchanging. V/ere the walls of this country landmark to speak, they would 

reveal a varied history of and decay, of strength and weakness, of renewed 

efforts and disappointments. 

The people for whom this meeting ~_~~ was built about ninty-five years ago 

lived in a quiet farming COITillmnity in the Ramapo foothills of southeastern New York. 

Even forty-three years earlier its congregation had originated. Had the members of 

that 1825 group had television, they could have witnessed the inauguration of John 

~uincy Adams as the president of their Union of ~Nenty-four states and could have 

viewed the ceremonies the completion of the Erie Canal as link between East 

and vlest. 

A long time has passed then. The history of this churchTs first century 

and more has been studied and written.* So this part of the story begins mid-

twentieth century. 

It was 1948. T'he little 'lrlhi te chapel had a remnant membership of one.. Once 

a a preaching service '<TaS being provided by visiting ministers. and local 

initiative a Sunday School in operation. Looking into the Past offered little 

encouragement for the t~'lenty-mi1e distant mission board in charge of affairs to 

continue efforts or to for the existence of a congregation again. But the 

Lord Who "sitteth as for ever" (Psalm 29:10) had "other sheepn (John lO~16) 

in Monsey and stayed the doors from shut. There were voices pleading for 

another opportunity. And GQ.d used that granted opportu.."1ity as the beginning of 

ne'." spiritual life in this community. 

Concession was made to station a Calvin Seminary student in the to~m for a 

trial period of twelve 1,1Teeks. T"he experiment was blessed. At the end of that 

* Dick L. Van The Church in Monsey 1825-1955 



memorable summer an inscription was placed in the new pulpit Bible: ~om. 8:28n 

(ASV: "And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good, 
-;~ 

even to them that ar~ called according to his purpose. R)-an elo'-luent tribute to 

the faithfulness of God and the faith of His people. 

vii th the ir!Ork maintained by the General Committee for Home Missions of the 

Christian Reformed denomination and directly supervised by the regional Home Mission 

Board and the consistory of the Englewood Christian Reformed Church, a local chapel 

committee was chosen to carryon the mission project under the chairmanship of the 

Rev. Harold Dekker, then pastor of the Englewood Christian Reformed Church and the 

person responsible, more than any other single individual, for resumption of regu-

lar church life at Monsey Chapel. Once more year-round attention WaS given to two 

Lord! s Day \oJorship services; and instruction classes and societies functioned ac-

cording to a regular schedule. 

Further stability was added in 1949 with provision of a resident missionary 

pastor. The seminarian employed the previous summer accepted the call to return; 

and in September, 1949, the little white church was the scene of the ordinathn 

into the gospel ministry of Dick L. Van HalseID& and of his installation as Home 

Missionary for the East, ,'\Ti th duties also at Asbury Park-W'anamassa, N. J., 

Philadelphia, Pa., FairLaim, 1~. J., and New York City. 

Busy days follQi,red. In addition to the spiritual work being done, there was 

also the building of the parsonage in 1950, completion the following year of its 

basement Fellowship Hall for meeting and social purposes, and the dedication of a 

new electronic organ in December of 1~51. And so came 1952 and the reorganization 

of a congregation in the family of Christian Reformed Churches. 

How a decade later we reviell1! the Past ten years. i'le do so by notiCing the 

details arranged in outline form for each year, \'\Tith the highlights of each year 

singled out for comment. To preserve the flavor of specific situations direct' 

quotations have been used. 



This is not meant to be merely a register of events, or a list of statistics, 

or a compilation of facts. But it is the stor~ of God at work in a community and 
--

of peoples' response in one way or another. And so there were services. meetings, 

and concerts; baptisms and professions of faith, clothing drives and work bees-

all opportunities for growth "in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and for ever. Amen." (II Peter 3:18) 



REGULAR AOTIVITIES 1952 
Ivorship Services! LlOrning and evening each Lord I s Day; on special dayS! New Yearl s Day. 
Annual Day of Prayer, Good Friday, Ascension Day, Thanksgiving. Christmas, Old Year1s 

Preaching: included sermons following outline of Jleidelberg Oatechism 
Sacraoents: Baptism as requested; Lordts Supper qUarterly 
Music: Morning organist, Thea B. Van Halsema; evening. guests from New Jersey ORCf S 

Ushers: (Head, Garry Englishman and \i. H. Hornsby) . 
vleekly bulletins 

"Sunday School 9;30 AM Superintendent John Kaop; Note: staff meetings, 5S PTA in July, 
first Nursery class for 2-and 3-year-olds, SS picnic, Christmas program 

Instruction Classes for adults, young people, children, RTEI 
Societies: IVlC, SrF, YCO, yP (see },;;;~; to p,bbrevie.tions a.fter 1953 outline) 
Other! Meetings of Chapel Board and later Consistory# family visiting, pastoral calls, 

pastoral letters to those away from home; committees, promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; 
fellowship dinners, hyon sings; congregational meetings (~e voting) 

AL~~AL ACTIVITIES 1952 
4th DVBS 28 Jul-8 Aug; 70 enrolled 
1st MeMC (Neighborhood Evangelism Nights) 13-15 Aug; Rev. T. Van Eerden "Prophet on the Run 
4th Thanksgiving Concert: Paterson III Choir and Organist Dick Van Halsema 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1952 
Classis Hackensack meeting at Monsey in March 
Participation of young people in Eastern youth Bible Conference, Terrace Lake 
Assistance by Seminarian Kenneth Slager ~or four weeks in summer 
Sur~ner Bible Class for Adults (weekly for six wesks) 
Publication of monthly neighborhood paper CHAPEL CHIMES (July-December) 
Chapel renovation 
Reorganization of congregation on Septembe~ 26 1952 
Group attendance at Reformation Day BGH Rally in Carnegie Hall. New York City 
Installation and dedication of chimes from tower (Botbyl gift) 
December Korean clothing drive 
Christmas candlelight carol sing 

CONSISTORY 1952 (Preceded by Chapel Board before Reorganization) 
Pastor: Home Missionary Dick L. Van Halsema 

Declined call to Oak Park CRC, Chicago, Illinois in October 
Elders: John Kemp, J. Hamilton Scott (Clerk) 
Deacons: Otis M. Mapes, Richard Dykstra, Sr. (Treasurer) 

FINANCES 1952 
BuCl.get ad.opted for year: $5,203~90 
Regular Offerings: General. Benevolence, Building Funds 
Special offerings for specified causes 
Note: Organ completely paid for in 1952 (Organ Fund) 

Custodian: Lillian Marshall 
Cemetery care 

PROPERTY MAINTEl>IAlifOE 1952 

Note: Remodeling of chapel begun 
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Reorganizatioll of Congregation at Monsey, New Yotk 

At its 16 September 1952 meeting Classis Hackensack received a 

petition from chapel members in Monsey requesting approval that they 

become organized as a congregation. Excerpts from some of the records 

of that year will aid in following the steps in the procedure: 

27 July 1952 bulletin: 
.AN his.tori~ decision vIas made last Wedne (July 23) 

by those members of Monsey Chapel who were present to 
discuss organization. It was -,-oted to Classis 
Hackensack for permission to org&Dize in september. The 
Clerk (Mr. J. Kanp) an& H< Shuart will circulate a petition 
this week; signers will be charter members of the new con-
gregational groupu May God bless of us in this step 
of progress~ 

Part of the letter ac'.d.ressed to Classis Hackensack read as follows.: 

IT is with aeep grati~ude and to our Lord 
that we have been so blessed with spiritually 
and numerically~ that this matter may be presented to 
this classis. The history of Monsey is one of the oldest. 
but in the past half century full of many discouragements. 
It is. therefore, a repeat of the fulfilment of the many 
promises of God that the prayers of righteous men availeth 
much, and certainly so many prayers have been made that this 
light at Monsey, often so very feeble, may again burn brighter 
and not go out~ 

And after the meeting of Classis: 

21 September 1~52 bulletin: 
~hIS past week has been one of historic import for members 

of Monsey Chapel, At its mee last Tuesday in Sussex, 
N. J., Classis Hackensack authorized the organization of 
our Chape:i. into a regularly-conati tuted congregation" For 
this great blessing we thank Almighty GodJ After almost 
45 years of no congregational , Monsey has been re-
born. May our unique history ever remind us that 
churches do die sometimes, ~~d in order to avoid this 
a church must ~:,emain buil t on the Rock of the infallible 
Word of GoeL This Church can grCir! only as the result of the 
work and prayers of member and supporter. Let us rest 
in God!s mercy for this fresh beginning, and let the Church 
be the center of our lives! 
The organization of a Chr. Re~. Church involves a worship 
service follm..red by a membership business meeting. This 
event will take place this week in the Chapel, 8 PM. 
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Rev. lim. Heynen and Rev. J. Meeter, from Paterson III and 
Englewood churches, and Elder M. Woudenberg from Passaic 
Prospect St. will be on hand as Committee~f Classis to 
conduct the organization meeting. All membe~s will be 
expected. All friends and visitors are invited, children 
and adults alike. After prayer and a message by Rev. Heynen, 
the election of a 4-member Consistory will occur, following 
rules of the Church Order. Then the newly-elected elders 
and deacons will be installed into office in the presence 
of the congregation. Be sure to attend with your entire 
family. It will be an event long remembered~ 

(Note: Prior to organization all memberships were held at Paterson III 

CRC where they had been transferred from Englewood eRC in 1951.) 

28 September 1952 bulletin! 
LAST Friday evening, September 26. 1952. the Monsey Christian 

Reformed Ohurch became a reality. ~Vi th gratitude to God 
and deep joy we mark this re-organization of the congregation 
at Monsey, (about) 130 years after the original establishment 
of this church. 44 years after its last congregational stand
ing in the denomination, 3 years to the day after the ordina
tion of the present Pastor. As constituted Friday. the con
gregation consists of 14 families. 40 communicant members. or 
68 souls. We thank our faithful Oovenant God for re-activa'bing 
Monseyts congregation and for the help given us by former 
home missionaries. ministers, consistories of Englewood and 
Paterson III. 
Thanks also to Chapel Board members and to the women of the 
Chapel, whose prayers and work helped bring this reorganization 
to pass. Highlight of the evening Was the election of the 
first Consistory. Called to the office of elder were John Kemp 
and J. Hamilton Scott; to the office of deacon, Otis Mapes. Jr •• 
and Richard Dykstra, Sr. May God bless these first officials 
of our congregation. 'tvonderful surprise of the evening occurred 
when it was announced that. in memory of their father. the late 
Rev. Meindert Botbyl, John. Helen, and Agnes Botbyl were 
presenting the Ohurch with the complete Tower Ohimes system 
which has been so long desired~ \Vi th the inspiring sermon 
preached earlier in the evening, these events made Friday night 
historically memorable. Praise God from 1,thom all blessings flowl 

It was not long before the consistory proposed to the congregation the 

addition of one elder and one deacon. At a congregational meeting on 11 December 

~iohard Dykstra. Sr. was chosen to serve as elder (instead of deacon) and Garry 

lmgl1shman and Herbert Shuart were chosen deacons. 

Although no listing of the 1952 charter meobers has been found. from all 

evi~enoes the membership roll in October seems to have been as follows: 
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Gerald Berry _ 
Edward and Faye Campbell and baptized daughter Dayle Ann 
iVillialll A. and Phoebe Conklin and baptized children Patricia Sue, 

V{illiar:J A., Jr., Lee Inniel, Bruce Hayden 
Miss v/anda Conklin 
Mrs. Adelbert (Cara) Dennis and baptized son John Wesley 
:Bert Dennis 
Richard Sr. and Frances Dykstra and baptized children John. Tunis. 

Richard Jr., Frances (:But scher) , Sidney, Robert 
Fred Dykstra 
Garry and Elsie Englishman and baptized children Garry Roger. 

Linda Lee, Donald, Judith Ann 
William and Lina Grete and baptized children Robert L., Wilma L. 
ii. Howard and .Agnes Hornsby 
John and 1-1ay Kar;}P and baptized children Phyllis Ann, Arthur John 
John and Anne Lebnberg 
George Lebnberg 
Otis Marion and Jean Mapes and baptized son Glen Otis 
Lillian Marshall 
Sterling and Joy Pitt and baptized daughter Kathleen Joy 
Mrs. Calvin L. (Doris) ~ackenbush and baptized children Adele Cara, 

Diane Susan, Douglas Calvin 
Mrs. Richard (Jeanne) Rode 
Mrs. John F. (Lois) Rose 
Mrs. Annabelle Scott 
J. Hamilton and Alice Scott 
Miss Audrey Lois Scott 
Miss Marilynn Scott 
Herbert and Jeannette Shuart and baptized daughter Patricia Jane 
Mrs. John (Phebe) Swan 
Dick L. (Rev.) and Thea Van Halsema and baptized children David EDo. 

Nancy Tess 
NorDan Watt 
Miss Minnie Young 

Later in the year, on 23 November. two children were baptized: John Stephen 

Rose, born 21 October to John F. and Lois Rose; and Donna Jeanne Rode, born 

18 July to Richard and Jeanne Rode. 

Remodeling of Chapel Facilities 

Some time before organization took place action WaS taken to do something 

about the great need for additional facilities. Notice! 

11 May 1952 bulletin~ 
IT was reported (at the Chapel :Board meeting) that the denomina

tional Mission Board has appOinted an architect to present 
plans for excavation and renovation of the Chapel basement. 
As you know, rest roon facilities and additional Sunday School 
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space are sorely needed. 

13 July 1952 bulletin: 
ARCHITECT has begun sketches for Chapel basement renovation, 

providing rest rooms and meeting space. Offerings from 
other Churches are beginning to come in to aid \.,i th this 
building project. 

3 August 1952 bulletin: 
ALL "'rill be happy to hear that neirfS has been received from 

Home Mission Head'luarters in IJIichigan that $8,000 has 
been !earmarked for Monsey Chapel reinforcement and re
modeling J • Architects at present are working on 
specificationso 

15 September 1952 CRAPEL CHIlJlES: 
MONSEY Chapel is ready to undertake a major remodeling of its 

present facilities. Long ,,,,i thout a basement and wi thout 
proper facilities, 1-1onsey Chapel will be raised up-t.,ards two 
feet; baseJ:1ent "rill be excavated; new foundations placed 
under the entire building; rest rooms furnished; Sunday 
School space provided; organ tone chamber built; complete 
new heating system installed. 
A wonderful boost to the financial side of the project was 
received this ,..reek v.rhen Classis Hackensack announced its 
decision to present a gift of $5,000 to the local church. 
This 8ll10unt accrued from a mortgage held on New York City 
church property, formerly belonging to the True Reformed 
Dutch Church, of ''''hich Monsey was a member before 1890. 
This historical tie led delegates to Classis to consider 
favorably making the $5,000 an outright gift to Monsey 
Chapel. This, together with an $8,000 loan from denomina
tional Home Missions Board, gives the impending project 
irr~ediate financial stability. 

15 November 1952 CHJI...PEL CHIMES: 
ON November IJ, a strange activity was seen at the Church 

on Main st., Monseyo House~20vers came to start the 
great new modernization project at the !40nsey Chr. Ref. 
Church. Jacking up the building, the movers were ready 
to give the old auditorium a ride forty feet south. One 
neighbor lady called to find out whether the church was 
leaving the tQ1,,,n': 
During the week of November 17, excavation began. A power 
shovel managed to get a large part of the new cellar dug 
out, but toward the end of the week the job was slowed up 
somewhat because rock 1nTaS struck" This necessitated 
blasting. It is expected, however, that mason work will 
begin some tiGe before the end of the month. Then the 
contractor hopes to have the building J:1oved back on top 
of the ne"r fOll.."Yldation which will have been prepared. 

15 December 1952 CHAPEL CHIMES: 
\f.E are glad to report progress with the building program. 
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As you sidewalk superintendents have noticed already. 
the Church has been moved back on top of:.:the new 
foundation~ Bulldozer work is finished 8;S far as 
backfilling is concerned, and now the experts in the 
carpenter, plUDbing, heating and mason lines can 
proceed inside, out of the weather. 

A lot of excitement for a congregation three months old; But youthful 

vigor and renewed challenge, with the blessing of God, combined to undergird 

the undertaking. There had been seve:.::al Ilfirsts l1 , too, in this memorable year: 

first time since 1890, when it entered the Christian Reformed Church, that 

Classis Hackensack met in Monsey; first Nursery class for two-and three-year-· 

olds in Sunday School; first Midsummer Conference for neighborhood evangelism; 

first playing of the Botbyl.-gi ven chimes from the· t.ower; . and all the other 

firsts that go with a new congregation. But the years roll on, and so does 

our story. 



REGUL.AR ACTIVITIES 1953 
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord1s Day; on special days 

Preaching: included sermons on 1953 Goals (Word Study , Prayer. Giving, Going); 
Canons of Dart, Heidelberg Catechism; Covenant of Graoe 

Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord1 s Supper ~~rterly 
Music: morning organist, Thea B. Van IJalsema; evening, guests from New Jersey CRCl s 
Ushers: Head, W. H. Hornsby, Sterling Pitt " 
Nursery care during morning service (new) 
Weekly bulletins 

Sunday SchOOl 9:30 M~ Superintendent John Kamp; Note: staff meetings; SS all year 
around (including summer)9 Oradle Roll; SS Seminar 19, 21, 22 January; SS PTA in 
February; beginning of Adult Bible Class 24 May; 5S picnic; Christmas program 

Instruction Classes for adults, young people, children; ETA! (35 children in September. 
grades 4-8; bus hired for transportation) 

Societies: MC, SrF, YCO 
Other: Meetings of counc"il, elders. deacons; family visiting. pastoral calls, pas"~oral 

letters to members away from home; commHtees wi th written reports; fellowship dinners, 
hymn sings. films; weekly community mailings; promotion of BGH (4 week TV 
series 15 Feb), FA; congregational meetings with male voting; outdoor 
bulletin board, library, tracts; establishment of Chapel Book Room 

ANl~AL ACTIVITIES 1953 
5th DVBS 13-24 Jul; 107 enrolled 
2nd MCMC Aug; ReiT 0 Rolf Veenst:.'a i1prayer"; pre~conference prayer meetings; chorus 
5th Thanksgiving Con~ert: Soprano Gr:ace Raves1oot, .Tenor Wm. Van Tuinen, Dick 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1953 
30 community homes V'isited by three teams in January 
Korean clothing drive 
Young people at Eastern Youth Bible Conference. Terrace Lake 
Spring concert by Eastern Academy Chorus 
John :!Camp representative at denominationa.l Synod in June 
Coming of community worker in June 
Dedication of ne1fl facilities 31 July 
Opening of Ohapel Book Room 
Opening of Rockland County Christian School in September 
Group attendance at Reformation Day BGH Rally. Carnegie Hall, New York Oity 
Preparation for calling own pastor 
Christmas candlelight carol sing 

. COUNCIL 1953 
Fastor: Home Mission~y Dick L. Van Halsema 

Declined calls to Glen ORC. Lansing. Illinois in March 
Avenue CRC, Paterson, New Jersey in October 

Van F.alsema 

Elders: Richard, , Sr •• John Kamp (Vice-president), J. Hamilton Scott (Cle:r~:) 
Deacons: Garry , Otis M. ~apes. Herbert Shuart 
Comptroller: James A" Q,uackenbush 

MEMBERSHIP CEJl~GES 1953 
Baptisms: 

25 Jan 
12 Apr 
12 Apr 
3 May 
2 Aug 
4 Oct 
1 Nov 

Clark C~rard Van Halsema. 
patricia Carol Areford 
Nancy Marie Areford 
Adrianne Faye Campbell 
Kathleen Elaine Steensma 
Judi th .Ann ShW"1r'~ 

James King Bangma 

born 14 Jan 1953 
18 Oct 1949 
29 Jul 1952 
17 Apr 1953 
25 Jul 1943 
14 Sap 1953 

9 Oct 1953 



Adult Baptisms and Professions of" Faith: 
4 Jan J~Tles A. ~uackenbush 
4 J~n RobertD. Ridgway 

12 Apr Otis Frank and Sarah rJ.lapes 
Professions of Faith: 

5 Apr Patricia S. Conklin 
5 Apr Katherine M. Hunt 

Re-e~firmation of Faith 
12 .. \pr Mrs. Thonas (Nellie) Areford 

Transfers from Other Churches: 
Richard and Geraldine Steensma from Calvin CRC. 11lyckoff, N. J. 

baptized children Nancy Jacqueline (18 Dec 1942)! Kenneth Richard (19 Feb 1947) 
Kathleen Elaine (see baptisms above) 

Kenneth and Geraldine Baker from Roseland I ORC, , Ill. 
baptized ch~ldren Janice Faye (born 9 Nov 1948), Nancy Je~ (18 Feb 1951) 

Miss 'V{illemina Van Halsema from First Hudsonville CRO, Hudsonville, 11ich. 
Transfers to Other Ohurches: 

William E. Grete fauily to Presb;yteria.'1 Church, iYledia. Pa. 

FINAlJOES 
Budget adopted for year: $7,620.00 with (tithing letters to congregation) 
Regular Offerings! C~neral, Benevolence, 
One offering per month for designated causes; also donations to special causes 
Calvin Oollege and Seminary "Needs of Todtly" Campaign envelopes distributed and used 

by members. 

PROPERTY MAINTENANOE 1953 
Oustodians: Lillian I~rshall and 

\v''illiam A. Conklin, Jr. later in year with increased duties with new 
building and opening of ROOS 

Oemetery Care 
Note: Oompletion of church remodeling 

ROCKLAJ:ID OOUNTY CIIRISTIAl'l SCHOOL 1953 
Opened in September with 14 pupil g 

Teacher: Mrs. Richard (Geraldine) Steensma 
part-tir':B teaching: rHllemina iTan Halsema 

The following abbreviations are being used: 

BGH 
CBR 
ORC 
DV13S 
HO 
I,ICC 
IvICMO 

Eack-to-God Hour 
Chapel Book Room 
Christian Reformed Church 
Daily Vacation Bible School 
Martha Oircle 
Ivlarried Couples 1 Club 
lYionsey Church Midsu.!:Jmer Coni'erence 

FA lanily.Al tar 
RCCS Rockland County Ohristian School 
RTRI Released Time Religious Instruction 
SrF Senior Fellowship 
SS Sunday School 
YCC Young Couples t Club 
YMiiG Young r.larried 'tvomen I s Guild 
YP Young Peoples! 
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Dedication of Remodeled Facilities 

It WaS well into 1953 before the remodeling project of the church was 

coopleted and a dedication service was held. From the bulletin of 2 August: 

THE dedication of our remodeled building took place last Friday 
evening. (July 31) Another milestone has been reached in the 
history of the Monsey Church. tHitherto hath the Lord helped 
us 1 J Our help has been entirely froLl HiB, and to Him do we 
give all the praise. our facilities, for which many of 
you have worked hard and , be a source of blessing to the 
cor..gregation and to the co:m!luni ty where we are called 'io live 
and preach for Christ. 

The program folder for the occasion carried this information: 

THE work began around November 19, 1952. The Church building 
\>1TaS moved south to permit excavation of new basement and 
erection of new walls. May, practically all work was 
completed by contractors. and reoaining tasks were performed 
by men of the church. Added facilities include: new cloak 
room, rest rooms, library-classroom, assembly room, council 
room, safe room, orgnn tone chamber, new heating system, 
closets, church office, choir loft and grill, ~uiet room, 
trophy display case (donated by carpenters), entrance lobby. 
front porch, iron work. and cement walks. Financing done by 
four principal means; members' tithes and offerings; $5000 
gift from Bank St., New York City; mortgage plus offerings 
from congregations of Classis Hackensack; $8000 loan from 
Home Missions Committee; and, loans from members. 

Communi ty \vorker 

Early during 1953 plans were made for the engagenent of a community 

1I1orker for the summer, and on the 14 June bulletin was this announcement: 

THIS week, the arrival of our Summer worker is expected. 
Miss Vlillemine. Van Halsema, sister of the Missionary Pastor, 
has been engaged for a period of ten weeks, during \1Thich time 
she will assist with Vacation Bible School, Mid-Summer Con
ference, Sunday School, community visitation. and other pro
jects. Her office will be located in the main floor room 
directly behind the auditorium. A new feature of this office 
will be the tChapel Book Rooml, a service to the church and 
comrrnmi ty through 1Ilhich books for a.dul ts and children 
Day be purchased. 

After the summer period the community worker was asked to stay for another 
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four months; and additional short-term periods were added until her work \.,as 

concluded in September, 1955. Part of her support during that time was received 

from the Rockland County Christian School where she did part-time teaching. 

Daily Vacation Bible School 

One of the first tasks of the community worker Was preparation for DVBS. 

Personal calling brought a record enrollment of 107, and a consecrated staff 

helped to maintain this part of the church1s mission in the community. 

Second loJidsw:lmer Conference 

The Second Midsumner Conference was marked by attendance of Jew and Gentile 

from the community, with the entire congregation appointed to the publicity 

cowJittee. A special cOlllerence chorus sang, and in his inimitable way Rev. Rolf 

Veenstra explored Old and Ne\,r Testament teachings on Prayer. 

The Chapel Book Room 

The Chapel Book Room was established as a community ministry and for a number 

of years was open at stated times. The income has been turned back steadily into 

additional stock, so that today there is a sizeable inventory on hand. There is, 

need, however, for greater availability to the public. During each Bible Conference 

the Chapel Book Room has maintained a Conference Book Table in the downstairs rooms 

of the church. 

Released Time Religious Instruction 

For several years l~onsey CRC conducted Protestant "religious instructionlr 

classes for children from the Monsey school during the released hour provided 

each week for such training by the state of New York. Beginning in 1953 a bus 

was chartered by the church for transportation to and from school at the specified 
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hour. Various ~eDbers of the congregation served as teachers. This prograo 

waS given up in 1959 because of difficulties in arranging a suitable hour of 

release and with transportation. 

Rockland County Christian School 

Interwoven with the history of the church is the story of the Rockland County 

Christian School. Siraul taneous with all this other activity was progression 

toward the opening of a Christian school, as can best be SUL~arized by these 

bulletin news items: 

22 February 
DURING March, attention will be focussed on Christian Education. 

Lord , next Sunday Dorning1s sermon will deal with this 
topic, and on March 13 an inspirational is being planned 
for all and interested friends. Discussion will involve 
possibilities for a Christian day school in Rockland County. 

5 April 
YOUR prayers and your presence are requested for this Friday1s 

Christian Education meeting! organization of a Society will 
be effected and practical matters discussed abcut a local 
Christian School. All are invited because all are needed: 
whether you have children of school age or not, kindly be 
present. Pray--and you won't stay away! 

3 r-1ay 1953: 
CIffi.ISTIllN School Ne',vs:a fine attendance on April 24 to)'as present 

for adoption of Constitution. 

17 rvIay 
AT the fourth of the Rockland County Christian School 

Society last Monday the following were elected to the Board: 
Mr. R. Steensma, Rev. and Mrs. Van Halsema •.• Mr. Otis Mapes. 
Jr., Mr. J. ..Mrs. Richard Steensma, Mr. R. Dykstra. 

14 June 1953: 
A Christian School is being planned for September in our 

basement rooms. iIould you like to enroll your children? 
Capable ""''-'"".I.,,,"'';, ne,,, equipment. Christian curriculum, 
consecrated board members--all this and. the assurance of 
God1s DIes are ours. Pray about this. 

'rhat sum~Gr a Rockland Oounty Christian School newsletter contained these 

excerpts: 
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IN less than a month, God willing, the Rockland County Christian 
School will be opened in the basement of the Monsey Christian 
Reformed Church. In order that the neighb_ors C).nd friends in 
the cOJ:'lT.11L.'1ity may know more about this important event, llijr. 
Richard steensma, President of the school board, submits the 
following inforIlJation. 

No institution but the Christian School Can provide such God
centered instruction. Today1s children in today1s world need 
eternityls God every moment of their lives--not one hour of 
released time a \'Teek, or one hour of Sunday School each week, 
but in all three parts of their environment: God in the home, 
in the church, and in the school. 

The Monsey Church does not sponsor the school. In this sense, 
it is not parochial. Parents band together and they incorporate 
to accomplish this purpose. 

On 9 September 1953 school opened. Nrs. Richard Steensma with varied 

teaching experience was the first teacher and continued for five years. There 

ilTaS a total of f ourte en pupils in Kindergarten, Grade s 1 and 2, and Grade s 4-

through 7: Linda, Donald, a'1d Judith Englishman; Fraru~ Hubach, Phyllis and 

Arthur KaJ:lp; Peter, Ellen, J2,net Pulis; Adele and Diane Q,uackenbush; Nancy, 

Kay, Kenneth Steensma. 

Additional information about the school C2n be found in the report for 

the year 196c, in which year the school discontinued operation. 

Expanding Ministry 

In the 25 October 1953 bulletin appeared this notice: 

THIS \r{eek I s mailings \'1"ill go to 250 hones in and. outside of 
our immediate community. Gradually our ministry is expanding: 
do you realize tr.£lt in addition to Sun<k'1y School ancl \'lorsmp 
services, our comE1U;1i ty program includes the ilTeekly letters, 
full-time neighborhood 1:10 rke r , released tiIJe religious in
struction for thirty public school children, Christian day 
school for covenant and other children, the mid-week meetings, 
and the ne", Chapel Book ROOE}? Yet, a definite need exists 
for a Mission Volunteer Horkers l Group. Numerous nursing 
homes, the County Home, and other institutions are without 
spiritual care. Can lITe help meet the challenge? 
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The hc~d been organized now for over a year with a Home Missionary 

Pastor who had responsibilities also in other fields; and it was time for Monsey 

to consider calling a pastor of its own: 

22 November 1953 bulletin: 
AT Consistory on Nov. 2 and at Council on Nov. 9, 

were approved on a matter to be presented at the ,7 
CongregatioP~l Meeting: application to January 1954 
Classis Hackensack meeting to permit Monsey Church to 
call its own pastor. Reasons! our spiritual needs are 
increasing, policy of HOLle Missions COL.1mittee calls for 
such a step, and fir~ncial responsibility need not entail 
much more than the congregation presently bears. 
(Approved by the congregation on Dec. 7) 

In line with his work as HorJe Missionary for the East Rev. Van Iialsem.a, 

among other things, conducting a Sunday afternoon :Bible Class for interested 

:Back-to-God Hour listeners, follmving the ReforDation DaY :Back-to-God Hour Ra':'.ly 

at Carnegie Hall on 30 October. Several members of the Monsey congregation 

accompanied Rev. Van at different times and aided the group which met each 

Sunday e£ternoon at the Hotel Great Northern on 56th Street in New York City. 

During the following year this work was taken over by Mr. Sidney Raoy, Calvin 

Ser:linary graduate, '''ho 1.'laS doing post-graduate work in Ne,,! York City. 



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1954 
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lordls Day; on special days 

Preaching: included sermons on 1954 Goals (Bible Study, Evangelism, Hospitality, 
Stewardship, Christian Education); Heidelberg C&techism 
Sermons recorded on tape for use of sick, etc.-

Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lordts Supper quarterly 
¥msic! morning organist, Thea B. Van Halsema; evening, guests fromNJersey CRCt s 
Ushers: Head, Edward Campbell 
Nursery care during morning service 
~ieekly bulletins 
Note: special attention to service of reconciliation in .AM worship; Fall agenda of 

council included lengthy study of worship 
Sunday SchOOl 9:30 M4 year araand; 2 yr to adults; Superintendent Richard Steensma; 

Note: staff meetings, special summer schedule, Christmas program 
Instruction Classes for adults; RTRI (in Sept 56 pupils in grades 2-8; 6 teachers; bus) 
Societies: MC, SrF, YCC. YMdG new in Sept, Choir reorganized in Fall 
Other: Meetings of council, elders. deaconf3; family visiting, pastoral callst pastoral 

letters to out-of-towners; committees; promotion of BannertBGH, FA; BGH follow-up; 
fellowship dinners, hya~ sings; congregational meetings with male voting; library, 
tracts; Neighbor Night first Sunday evening each month beginning Sept; GBR 

lUiNOAL ACTIVITIES 1954 
1st Easter sunrise service. Murdock property, Monsey 
6th DYES 12-23 Sul; 121 total enrollment; 14 staff 
3rd MCMC 1-6 Aug; Rev. Do H. V{alters liThe Greatness of God!t; pre-conference evangelism, 

and pre~er fellowship before meetings 
6th ThanksgiVing concert: Sop~ano Grace Ravesloot; Organist Dick L. Van Halsema 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1954 
Community Evangelism Project beginning with "Community Evangelism Week" 17-22 Jan 
Installation of first congregation-called pastor on 1 April 
Spring organ recital by Paul Pettinga (SrF sponsored) 
Memorial Day presentation of service flag to congregation 
Summer adult Bible study class weekly for five weeks 
Korean clothing drive 

COUNCIL 1954 
Pastor: Missionary Pastor Dick L. Van Halsema to .Ap:d'l 1; thereafter became local pastor 

Accepted call to become pastor at Monsey, New York in March 
Elders: John Kamp (Vice-,president), J. Hamil ton Scot t, Richard Steensma (Clerk) 
Deacons: Garry Englishman, Otis F. Mapes, Otis M. Mapes 
Oomptroller: James A. Q,uackenbush 

NIEIvlBERSHIP CRANGES 1954 
:Baptisms: 

21 Mar Leslie Tim Quackenbush, bor::.'1 9 t..~ :1.~ 195Ll' 
21 Mar Mark Emmett Van Halsema J.J Fe-~ 19)1.1-
11 Apr Y~ren Lee Slamen 19 Scp 1949 
11 Apr Eileen Kathryn Slamen 1 ~ 

~,J_ fno-
--~"O 1951 

8 Aug Greg Tunis Dykstra 20 J1..U. 1954 
a Aug Marlene Beth Mapes 12 Jul 1954 
8 Aug Emily Beth Van Halsema 28 Jul 1954 

26 Sep Dennis Michael Rose 14 Aug 1954 
7 Nov Lawrence Raymond Pitt 2 Oct 1954 

26 Dec Marcia. Lynn Baker 9 Dec 1954 

-. 



Professions of Faith; 
11 Apr Mrs. Joseph (Virginia) Slamen 
11 Apr Tunis Dykstra . . . . , 
18 Apr Mrs~ Tunis (Mar:garet) Dykstra; baptized children received,: 

Loretta Ann (born 16 Oct 1950), Curtiss John (3 Apr 1953) 
25 Jul Mrs. Bertha Braband . 
25 Jul John Wesley Dennis 
25 Jul Calvin Leslie QPackenbush 
25 JUl ,John Milton Scott 
25 Jul Mrs. Seferin (Frances) Pulis; baptized children received: Peter larnsr~w 

(born 8 May 1944), Ellen Burleigh (15 Mar 1946). Janet Mari~ (15 May 1948} , 
Elizabeth Mary (7 Nov 1949). Audrey Kinslow (3 Jul 1951) 

Re-affirmation of Faith: 
18 Apr Tien Wei Wu, student at Westminster Seminary and later at Calvin Seminary 

Transfers from Other Churches: 
Dr. Clarence and Tessie Bo'1.l.ma from Neland Avenue CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich •. 
John and June Bangma from Northside CRC, Passaic, N. J. 

baptized son James King (born 9 Oct 1953) 
Gerard and Frances Van Halsema from First Hudsonville eRC. Hudsonville. Mich. 

baptized children Sharon May (born 14 Mar 1951). Brenda Ruth (14 Mar 1953) 
Dr.: Howard and Anne Tousley from Midland Park, New Jersey eRO 
Mrs. Florence Baker from Roseland II CRC. Chicago, Ill. 
Jacob Stienstra from Paterson II, N. J. CRC (married Audrey Scott 22 Oct 1954) 

Transfers to Other Churches: . Monset CRC 
Norman Eugene \iat·~ to Bethel CRC, Paterson. N. J. 
Gerald Berry to Midland Park, N. J. Methodist Church (married June VanderBush 15 ~ l:~ 
Mrs. lvilliam (Frances Dykstra) Butscher to i'{ashington. D. C. ORC at M~d. 

FINANCES 1954 
Budget adopted for year: $9,600~00 with rededication to tithing as Scriptural means of 

supplying church1s needs 
Offerings: C'roneral. Benevolence. Building. Community Evangelism (new in Aug) Funcls 

Special offerings once per month for designated causes; donations to special c~uses 
Subsidy received from Fund for Needy Churches: $1.531.26 
Note: Initiation of financing program by which debentures were issued to clear up 

existing obligations and to simplify annual payment of budgeted amount for debt 
reduction--approved by special congregational meeting on 10 May 1954 
At congregational meeting on 20 Sept congregation voted to pay pastor's salary 
locally in 1955 and request no subsidy, and pay denominational quotas in increasing 
amounts annually (10%, 2~, 30%, etc. )--this plan not accepted by Classis Hackensack 

Custodian: Sterling Pitt 
Cemetery Care 

PROPERTY MAINTENAlil"CE 1954 

Special Projecvs: church interior painted; blacktop yard and. driveway project 

ROCKLAND COU1~Y CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1954 
9pening of second year in September with 20 pupils 
Teachers: full-time: Mrs. Richard Steensma; hal:f-days: Willemina Van lIalsema 
Note: newly accredited by New York State Board of Regents; 

organization of Mothers 1 Guild 
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Calling and Installation of Own Pastor 

In January Monsey1s request to Classis Hackensack for permission to 

call its own minister Was granted. Rev. George Stob from Prospect Street CRC, 

Passaic, N. J., was named the counsellor, his task being to assist the elders 

in naming a trio, from which the voting membership would elect a pastor. 

In the meantime.; 

7 February 1954 bulletin: 
AS of February 3. Rev. Van Halsema has left the employ of the 

Chr. Ref. Board of Home Missions in order to enrol for full
tiDe study in New York City. Until Monsey congregation ob
tains its Pastor by calling frou the trio(s) presented by 
the Consistory, it has been arranged that Rev. Van Halseua 
serve the church on week-ends. 

A congregational mee~ing \rc1S held on 19 February, and Rev. Van Halsema was 

elected from the nomination of three ministers to become Monsey1s own first 

pastor. Ordinarily it \"i"ould have been impossible for him to consider such a 

call along with full-time study. However, his decision is explained by this 

part of the letter, dated 6 March 1954, addressed and read by him to the Con-

sistory and to the congregation! 

THIS matter has been discussed 1"i"ith the Consisto:::'~T .... ~ t 
,,;as understood that the call \'lTould be conside:::-e;: :; ~l. 

conjunction with the past years of work in .lVlonsey, tho 
present arrangement with our community worker, the ex
pectation of increasing lay leadership, and t~e prospect 
of full-time responsibility during non-school months of 
the year. 

Iii th such a mutual, loving understanding of aE. factors 
involved, I need delay my answer no longer~ Hi th the help 
of God, I would serve you and the Lord as yoU? pastor. I 
humbly accept .. 

This involves all of you, men and women, boys and girls, 
in a new responsibility with me before GOG._ WIth His help, 
we shall work and pray to make Jesus knm"n and loved in
creasingly throughout the town. I count on your love, your 
work, your prayer s. 

The installation service was held on 1 April 1954, with the Revs. George 

stob, Harold Dekker, Hessel Bouma, Marvin Baarman, S. J. De Vries participating. 
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In April Classis Hackensack approved annual subsidy in the aQount of $1400 

for use in pa~~ent of the pastor's salary. 

CODDunity EvangelisD Project 

During the first Donths of 1954 the congregation was engaged also in a 

concentrated evangelisD effort, beginnir€ 17-22 January with "Corununity 

Evangelism V!eekll. 

10 January 1954 bulletin! 
A Dost ilJ.portant event occurs in our church next week. .After 

seven LlOnths I advance 1"ork by our cOT!1f:mni ty lp]orker, ,,'lTe are 
ready to enlist our own DG1:1bers in a continuing program of 
parish evangelisD \vhich, we pray, will bring glory to God, 
ne,'T life to uIlchurched neighbors, and. new blessing to you 
lpTho participate. You ,vill be asked this ,,{Oek to becoDe a 
Visitor or Prayer Supporter. Next week, the plan will be 
explained at a brief supper neeting (lvIonday), and on \[ednes
day and Thursday further instruction and actual visits will 
De featured. 

AccordiI1..g to plan ~lednosday and Thursday evenings were to be "big tl calling 

nights. :But on UedIlosday a woll-roDcJ:1Dered heavy fog enveloped the area and 

toward evening was so inponetrable that operation of the plan for that evening 

had to be suspended. A report of Thursday evening follows: 

24 January 1954 bulletin: 
I TtVO-:BY-Ti"fO I Report: ~!e have every reason to be grateful to God 

for the inspiring events of last Monday and Thursday evenings, 
,,,hen eighteen DeDbers attended the Evangj.isD l'feek supper and 
then caDe out to [lake hOLle calls. ApproxiDately thirty-three 
calls v>!ere Dade in one night ... In order to finish the initial 
stage of haDe calls, visitors are asked to cone one night this 
week for further visits. Then, a review of progress l.vill be 
held and a dofinite L.ight each month set aside for new assign
Dents and giving of reports, prayer and refreshDents •.• No 
Dinister or single meDber can wake thirty-three calls in one 
night. This ''i'tvo-by-two I lay evangelism, taught by Jesus, will 
do Llore for the outreach of the Church than anytJ:.cing we have 
undertaken before. 

More calls were mnde during the next few weeks, and in a 12 March letter 

the comDur.ity worker reminded the congregation: 

OUR recently-organized evangelisD program has shO't'ITn Dany marks 



1954 

of blessing. Our call for workers has been answered 
beyond expectation. Many hODes have f~lt the church's 
friendship and interest. Several of orir neighbors have 
accepted our invitation to attend our services; some 
have asked for Bibles; SODe have expressed interest in 
becoming meDbers of our church •.. 

Our cODmunity evnngelisD project is not finished. First 
of all, please pray, lfor with God nothing shall be in
possible. I (Luke 1:37) •.. Then, to the extent that you are 
able, go calling "lith a partner-in faith •.. A tearJ arranges 
its calls at its own convenience, and then we Deet only 
once a Donth for reports, encouragement, and instruction. 

An evaluation at a later date~ 

13 June 1954 bulletin: 
THE Evangelisr,1 Pro,ject begun in January is hereby terminated 

and hearty tlk'U1ks are given to team members J. liD-mp, 
lifo Areford, J. Bangv.a, F. Campbell, if. Conklin, Ph. Conklin, 
P. Conklin, G. Englishnan, K. HQllt, O. F. Mapes, S. Mapes, 
O. M. Mapes, S. Pit~, J. Pitt, J. Qqackenbush, A~ Scott, 
J. H. Scott, H. Shuart, <T. Shuart, T. Van HalseIJa, Ii. Van 
HnlseEla ... sone 92 hones ",ere visited between Jp;,Iluary and 
Nay. 

Fron this experience, it is concluded that the help of 
the congregation will be sought during January and July 
of each year, when I all-out I efforts are Dade to contact 
our neighbors for Christ. During the remaining ten nonths, 
volunteers will be sought to nake monthly calls. In this 
way, the entire congreg~tion can partiCipate in the concen
trated calling, and those who are ~ed to give tUJe more 
fre~uently can furnish the core of year-roune w~rkers who 
must be the link bet"leen the Church and the COLlDuni ty. 

Easter Sunrise Service 

Beginning in 1954 tne evangelical churches in the area have conducted an 

Easter sunrise sen-ice on the Peter Mu.'..·dock property at the end of Grandview 

Avenue, Monsey. Alternative arrangenents for using the Monsey eRC in case of 

rain have not been put into effect to da~e, Because of nearness to the site, 

Monsey CRC has been responsible for providing the necessary physical properties 

for the annual 6:00 service. 
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Menbers in the Arned Sorvices 

1\'1entioned at this tiDe are the Der::lbers of the congregation who served 

in the arT.led forces of our country during the last ten years. On 30 J.ilay 1954 

the Servicenen's Connitteo presented a new service flag to the congregation 

on which the nUI:lber 7 '\-JaS se"rn, representing those in uniforr::l at that tine: 

1-rando. Conklin Cur Force Nurse Corps) 
Bert Dennis (Navy) 
JoP..n Bangna (Navy) 
Roger Englishr~an (Arny) 
Sidney Dykstra (pyny) 
Robert ~Jkstra (Arny) 
Ken.-'1.eth Baker Clirny--"\"Jest Point) 

Before that there had been: 

Jerry Berry (Arny) 
Fred Dykstra (Marines) 
RiclLard Dykstra (Arny) 
Nornan Watt (Navy) 

.8]l.d later: 

Wl11ie..;::.1 A. Conlr~in, Jr. (Arny) 

In the service collli:~ Rev. Van, in the active arny reserves, Can also 

be listed. During the SULlIJerS of 1954 and 1955 he ,-ras given hlO weeks I leave of 

absence for reserve arny training and chaplain duty at Caup DrUr::l, New York. 

In May 1956 he perforned two weeks' active duty as chaplain on Governors' Island, 

New York City. 

The United States .A;rny Chaplain School at Fort SlocUr::l, New York, bas beon 

a source of contacts for the Monsey CRC. Calvin Seninary graduates attending 

school there have been guest preachers. And during the sur~~er of 1956 the Rev. 

Harold Ellens (attending Chaplain School) and f~~ily, living as neighbors of the 

Aufiero I S in Tuckahoe, beceJ:!e ~rell ac~ .. uainted with our congregation. 

Other "Out-of-To"vners" 

ADong our "out-of-towners" have been several young people a\-ray fron hOLlo 
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at school: Wanda Conklin. at School of Nursing, Hackensack, N. J. Hospital 

(graduated 1952); Marilynn Scot t at Galvin COlle~ (graduated 1954); George 

Lehnberg at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y. (graduated 1953--

oarried to Janet Ann Rose 21 June 1953 at Suffern--away on work assignments in 

WGstern states; nasterls degree 1956); Katherine Hunt at Calvin College (graduated 

1958). Forner neober Noman 'Ivatt went froD Calvin College pre-medical course to 

Universi ty of Rochester. Tien Wei \1{u, froD Formosa, while he was with us, attended 

Vlestninster and Calvin SeDinaries; and Edward Brown was a student at Union Seoinary, 

froD where he went to Princeton. In 1959 Bert Dennis was graduated from Fairleigh 

Dickinson University. 1960 was the year that Nancy Steensua and Lee Conklin 

entered Calvin College and 1961 the year for Kay Steensna. At present Clinton 

Hunt is at the state of New York Maritine College. 

Blacktop Pro,ject 

.Anyone who renenbers the unconely post-renodeling appearance of the church 

property appreciates the ''before'! and "after" conparison created by the conpletion 

of the blacktop project at the church. 

1 August 1954 bulletin: 
THROUGH the splendid cooperation and generosity of our nembers, 

the blacktop yard and. dr; vaway pro,ject, after a yoar of 
waiting, has been finished in tine for the Midsu.r::JDer Con
ference ••. Purpose for this inprovement: to provide SODe off
street parking •.• to hlprove the property, and to provide 
recreation area for Christian School and other children's 
activities around the year. The drive to pay for this work 
by direct nenber donations has net with excellent results. 
Donations fran $1 to $100 have been received ••• lie thank you 
and we thank God. 

Daily Vacation Bible School and MidsUQLjer Conference 

The two big events of the sm&Jer were outstanding again this year. DVBS 

enrolloent climbed to 121; "teachers and helpers outdid thenselves It; all expenses 

were net by DVBS receipts; attendance at the closing progran "taxed the capacity 
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of the audi tori un!!. 

Rev. D. H. iofalters, MidSUDner Conference sp~er, won a place in Monsey 

hearts wi th his ,varn friendliness. 

8 August 1954 bulletin: 
THE Oonference is over, yes--but oany of you know that it 

really Can not be forgotten. ttThe Greatness of God" was 
displayed in so TIany 'lrTays by that blessed speaker, Rev. 
Dick H. ;valters, ,vho ,vaS used of God's Spirit to teach and 
inspire us. Because God >vas I:11"i th us, we had a record
breaking attendance, record offerings •.. sufficient to cover 
every expense, record book tc::.ble sales, and record partici
pation on the part of our lJeLlbers ..• May the new aCQuaintance 
we have received with God's Ivord inspire us as neDbers to TJ.ew 
grateful living: 1) Let us attend two services each Lord's Day. 
2) Let all attend Sunday School and Adult Bible Olass. 3) Let 
all have sane specific service in the church (i.e., ushering, 
teaching, Dusic, or the like). 4) Let us all let our light 
shine to Den so that they Day be won to God. There is our 
prograDe If we nake further progress in it, the Conference 
will never have ended! 

Other IteDs of Interest: 

Early October Deant the rcturn to school for Rev. Van. 

26 SepteLlber 1954 bulletin: 
DURING this week Rev. Van HalserJa returns for his final full

tim sCLlester of school \vork in New York City. Until 
February 1 he will not be available week-days. nowever, 
calls Lny always be loft at the Parsonage for his attention. 
Lord \villinp, although re inbursed for one-third regular "'lark, 
the Pastor vill eLevate honday, ;'{ednesday, and SODe Friday 
nights to the congreg2tion, besides Saturday and Suuday. 

In Septenber a ne'\r! society Was forned "Then a groi"ing" nunber of younger 

WODen with snaIl children found it difficult to attend the afternoon Martha Oircle 

meetings. The group later becane known as the YoUIlf-: Married l/onen I s Guild. and 

since that tine it has l::J.et at neElbers' hones once a Donth, except during the 

Also in the Fall Was another specific approach to witnessing in the appearance 

of Neighbor Night on the first Sunday evening of each nonth, with appropriate 

semons, and then sone forr.1 of fello'\rlship after the service. 
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Detailed attention was given on the part o~the consistory and council 

to the study of worship, through which several changes in the liturgy of the 

worship services were introduced. 

A fitting close for the ye8.r fron the 26 DeceDber 1954 bulletin:. 

THE last bulletin of the YOF,r-a time for giving thanks: 
ive thank God for all His favor and love, we thank all 
the DODbers, young and old, for their devotion and 
service (the true nature of which is known only to 
God) Q ive thank all ",ho pray and give and lI'lOrk for 
Christls Church locally and around the world; we 
thank society DCDbers and officers ••• ',1 e li vo, "Ie ",ark, 
f or God. vve live, "tve .vork, tba t Den may love Hia too. 



REGDlL~ ACTIVITIES 1955 
1'!orship Services! morning and evening each Lord I s Day; on special days 

Preaching: included sermons on 1955 Goals (Vuorship, Love, Prayer); Life of 1408es; 
Belgic Confession; OT People; Holy Spirit; Ministry of Our Lord 
Sermons recorded on tape _, , 

Sacraments! Baptism as requested; Lordts Supper bac~onthly (instead of ~uarterly) 
l'fu.sic: morning organist Thea B. Van Halsema; evening, guests from New Jersey CRCl s 

Choir occasionally 
Ushers: Head, Howard Tousley 
Nursery care during morning service 
Vreekly bulletins (special series of articles on Church Order) 
Note: Changes in order of \vorship; Lord I s Supper now six times a year instead of four 

Sunday School 9:30 ~4 year around; 2 yr to adults; Superintendent Gerard Va~ Halsema; 
Note: S8 Seminar on 2 Apr; Christmas Program 

Instruction Classes for adults; RTRI (in Sept 75 children in grades 2-8, over 80 before 
end of year; 6 teachers; bus transportation) 

Societies: J'4C SrF, YlVnvG, YCC, Choir, Teen Club n81.'.T in Sept, lYlen's Society new in Sept 
Other: Meetings of councfu!, elders, deacons; family visiting. pastoral calls; committees, 

(including long-range planning); promotion of Banner, BGH, FA;, Neighbor Nights; 
congregational meetings (male voting); outdoor bulletin board, tracts; library; CBR 

AlllmAL ACTIVITIES 1955 
2nd Easter SUnrise service 
7th DYES 27 June-8Jul; 146 enrolled; bus route operated 
4th Mmm 1-5 Aug; Dr. John Luchies 'ryou, Tomorrow, and Christ "; preconference invitation 

week; prayer 
7th Thanksgiving concert: Monsey Chapel Choir; Organist Janice Slump. Soprano Gertrude 

Baker 
OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1955 

Rev. Van Balsema and. Elder John Kamp delegates to denominational Synod in June 
Termination of employment of community worker iYillemina Van Balsema (married James A. 

Quackenbush 19 Dec 1954 Monsey CRC) 
Meeting of Classis Hackensack at Monsey CRC in September 
l]oth Anniversary program for Monsey CRC 
Clothing drive for Korea 
Christmas caroling by choir at Rockland State Hospital 
Christmas candlelight carol sing 

COUNCIL 1955 
Pastor: Dick L~ Van Halsema 
Elders: Richard Dykstra, Sr., John Kamp (Vice-president), J . Hamilton Scott, Richard. 

Steensma (Clerk) 
Deacons: Iv. Howard Hornsby, Otis F. Mapes, Otis lVI. Mapes, James A. Q.uackenbush (GDmptrolle:r 

MEMEERSHIP CHANGES 1955 
Baptisms: 

10 API' Donald Clyde Shuart born 13 Dec 1954 
21 Aug Robert David Gaillard 13 Dec 1954 
21 Aug Alan Patrick Smith 2 Aug 1955 
11 Sep Kevin Jo~~ Mapes 15 Aug 1955 
16 Oct Paul Vincent Dykstra 11 Sop 1955 
25 Dec Gregory Jack Stienstra 24 Nov 1955 

Professions of Faith 
21 Aug Garry Roger Englishman 
21 Aug Peter John and Betty Ann Smith; baptized children received: Peter John. Jr. 

(born 8 Sep 1947). ~~ight Robert (4Apr 1950). Joyce Marlene (8 Jun 1>52), 
Alan Patrick (see baptisms above) 



Transfers from Other Churches: 
Edward_ and Magdalena Bro1.vn from South .8frica . 
Mrs. Gordon (Betty) Nichols from Bible Presbyteri~ Church, Duryea, Pa. 

baptized children Robert Gordon (born 24 May 1950). Evan Langdon (31 May 1952) 
(Rev. Nichols holds ministerial status in Bible Presbyterian Church) 

Transfers to Other Churches: 
Kenneth Baker family to Allendale I CRC, Allendale, 1l1ich • 

. Joh.n-Bcl-ngma family to "Miami, Florida eRC 
Mrs. Florence Baker to Allendale II CRC, Allendale, Mich. 
Mrs.Charl!3s (Patricia Conklin) Van Dyke to Paterson II, N. J. CRC (marriage 21 l\Jlay 1955) 

Deaths: Monsey CRC 
29 Jun Miss Minnie Young, 84 

6. NoV. Mrs •. John ~Phebe) S,,,an, 84 

FINANCES 1955 
Budget adopted for year: $12,540.00 on basis of tithing 
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Community Evangelism Funds 
Special offerings and donations for designated causes 
Envelopes for Calvin College and. Seminary "Needs of Todayll Campaign 
Note: No subsidy; first time in history full payment of denominational and classical 

Quotas; salaries paid, budget met in full 

PROPERTY MAINTENAECE 1955 
Custodian: Mrs. Bertha Braband (Jan-Aug); Bert Dennis (Sep-Dec) 
Cemetery care 
Note: Painting bee for parsonage exterior in September 

ROCICLAlID COmqTY CHRISTIA1T SCHOOL 1955 
Third year begun in September 
Teachers: ~{rs. Richard Steensma and Miss Eleanor Sietsema; Faye Campbell, aide 

The denominational Synod meets each year in June in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. It is composed of two minister and two elder delegates from 
each regional classis and conducts business that pertains to the de
nomination as a whole. At present (1962) there are thirty-one classes: 
Alberta North, Alberta South, British Columbia (all in Canada); Cadillac 
(Michigan), California, Chatham (Western Ontario, Canada), Chicago North. 
Chicago South, Eastern Ontario (Canada), Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids 
South, Grand Rapids iVest, Grandville (Michigan), Hackensack (East U. S.); 
Hamilton (Canada), Hudson (East U. S.). Holland (Michigan), Kalamazoo 
(Michigan), Lake Erie (Eastern I~ichigan-Ohio), Minnesota North, Minne
sota South, Muskegon (Michigan), Northcentral Iowa, Orange City (Iowa), 
Pacific, Pella (Iowa). Rocky Mountain, Sioux Center (Iowa), Toronto 
(Canada), Wisconsin. Zeeland (Michigan) 
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First Death 

One of the "firsts" rocorded in the year 1955 was the first death in the 

congregation in seven years and the first of the reorganized ~embership. 

Miss !vlinnie Young, who had been the only living link \\Tith the forL1er True 

Reformed Protestant Dutch congregation of IVlonsey, Passed away on 29 June at 

the age of 84. Her burial is the most recent in the old church cemetery on 

Maple Avenue. A fund exists for the regular upkeep of this cemetery; and 

though often neglected, the old graveyard receives attention froLl time to time 

either by individuals or by clean-up groups under the direction of the 

CeDetery CODJ:littee. 

The iiest Ne1i'! HeElpstead True Reformed Protestant Dutch Ohurch, predecessor 

of our congregation, once "lJrorshipped on Maple Avenue, near Saddle River Road. 

A ceDetery was begun there, next to the old building. Although the present 

building on Main Street was next erected, the group continued to use the Maple 

Avenue burial grounds, ,\There many members of the original congregation are buried. 

On 6 Nove~ber 1955 Mrs. Phebe ~Jan, the only member on the church rolls 

in 1949, also passed away at the age of 84. 

Denominational Synod 

In June 1955 the denominational Synod, held each year at Grand Rapids 1 

Michigan, counted among its delegate membership the pastor and elder Jor.n Kanp 

of the Monsey Christian Reformed Ohurch, two of the four representatives to 

Synod from Ohess i s Hackensack. 

Daily Vacation Bible School 

10 July 1955 bulletin: 
WITH deep thanksgiving we thank God and salute our teachers 

and parents because the 1955 Vacation Bible School went so 
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well. It was the biggest in seven years at our Church: 
146 in all attended, 105 of whom received-attendance 
awards; a bus route was conducted for the::r-.irst tiue,; 
a large group of workers helped with refreshnents and 
transportation ••. Now nay the Holy Spirit bless the seed 
sown in children 1s hearts, leading theu in Christian life. 

MidsUXITJer Conference 

One of the opportunities given to the congregation each year to oake call~ 

in the cODounity was at the time of the MidsULluer Conference. The 1955 pre-

conference invitation prograL1 waS no exception. 

31 July 1955 bulletin: 
TUESDAY to Thursday, God used a nUL1ber of our dedicated 

meubers, Den and WODen, personally to contact aDJost 
470 homes ~.dth printed invitations. and to leave an
other 110 or more where there was no answer at the 
door: thus covering practically the entire cOLlLlunity 
with news. 

7 August 1955 bulletin: 
REFLECTIONS on the MidsunDer Conference: Dr. J. Luchies brought 

blessed messages about ryou, Tomorrow. and Christl ••• The 
greatest number of community people attended (comparing 
1952,-3,-4) ••• Although the weather bec2~e hot indeed, nany 
were enabled to attend •.• The soloists contributed much, and 
our Choir actually was inspired. Organist Janice Slunp was 
excellent in her part, and the planning cocroittee carried out 
its responsibility in splendid fashion. ;vere hearts reached? 
lives changed? These are the important ~uestionso Evidences 
of answers to prayer were clear. Thus, thanks again to our 
Covenant God for honoring His Name and hearing His people. 

4 September 1955 bulletin: 
IN a letter just received from Dr. John Luchies, MidsULluer 

Conference speaker, there are bOR1uets for you; tThe rich 
experiences at Monsey continue to enrich my soul. This 
was truly one of the high peaks in my ministerial experi
ence •.. Your people were so very gracious ••• The wonderful 
way in which they responded at the ueetings \rlll never 
leave me ~uite the swae. ' 

MeetiBR of Classis Hackensack and 130th Anniversary Prograu 

In September 1'1onsey was host to Classis Hackensack on the OCCasion of .::}j 

130th anniversary of the church. 



1955 

28 August 1955 bulletin: 
SEPTEMBER 19: this Nond;J.y has been picked by the Church 

Council as a fitting day for the congregation to gather 
in festive Dood. It is not only the beginning of a new 
season of study and work in the Church; it is not only 
the eve of Classis Hackensackls meeting in our church on 
the following day. It is the day on which we will com
memorate 130 years of Monsey Church history! 

18 September 1955 bulletin: 
THE program is set for tOLlOrrow evening •.• Short speeches will 
be brought by CODmissioner F. Eert Nidd. John Eotbyl, J. 
Hamilton Scott, J. A. Quackenbush, and R. Dykstra. There 
will also be Kodachrome slides, Choir music, display of old 
papers. an anniversary booklet, and a special anniversary 
Cf~O. Let us all be present with many friends to praise God 
from ~~om all blessings flowl 

Other Items of Interest 

In SepteDber a much-talked-about Nen I s Society \'ITaS begun. Since then 

congregational male interest in the society has waxed and waned, and at 

present there is no study-and-fellowship group for the men of the church. 

During the SUDDer an attractive colonial style sign was erected on the 

church grounds as a gift from the Martha Circle. It called public attention 

to the church not only, but also to the Rockland County Christian School and 

the Chapel Eook Room. 

For the first time the church met its yearls budget in full, receiving no 

subsidy, and paying its salaries and full classical and denominational quotas. 

The often-misunderstood quota system was once described by Rev. Rolf Veenstra 

in The Eanner as follows: 

THE quota system is nothing more nor less than a splendid 
arrangeDent by which the average share of an individual, 
family, or congregation is computed in carrying on the 
many fine Kingdom projects in which we are jointly engaged. 

Some of these Kingdom projects are~ denoDinational Eack-to-God Hour on radio, 

Calvin College and Seminary. Church Help Fund. Home Missions, Foreign Missions. 

etc. See denominational annual Yearbook for complete listing. 
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An announceoent of a sonewhat different c~acter appeared on the 

18 December 1955 bulletin: 

THE Tappan Zee bri~e is open. This fact is mentioned 
on a church bulletin because it directly affects our 
church. Already the H. Aufiero family, fron Yonkers 
area (Tuckahoe, N. Y.) is able to use this span in 
coning to our church for worshipo It nay oean eventual 
expansion of Christian Reforoed work into a new, cross
HUdson region. May this work of nan be used for a work 
of God" 

Several members and friends have traveled to our church by means of this 

bridge, and a present member of the congregation, Mr. Marvin Poutsma, use~ 

it each Lord1 s Day and often during the week~ What about the future? 



REG1JLAR ACTIVITIES 1956 
\vorship Services: morning and evening each Lord '.s Day; on s:pe9~aL days , 
Note: time of PM service changed from 7:30 to 7: 00 on 6 May; time of .A}iifrom 10: 45 to 

10:30 cba.nged on 27 lvIay . 
Preaching: included sermons on Christian's Faithfulness (Public v{orship', Prayer, 

Chr. Education, viork for Lord, Giving, Christian Love); Heidelberg Catechism; 
Acts; 7 churches:·bf ·Rev. 2, 3 (DLVH); also Canons of Dart, Heid. Cat., Christmas (ETL) 
Sermons recorded on tape . 

Sacraments! Baptism as requested; Lord's SUpper bi-monthly 
Ivlusic: morning orgaIlist, Thea B. Van Balsema (Jan-Jul); evening, guest organists from NJ; 

Hartman Bandstra, Nancy Steensma, guests (Jul-Ilec) 
Ushers: Head;, Jack Stienstra 
Nursery Care during morning service . 
Weekly bulletins (series of articles on church order continued) 

Note: first separate worship folder and calendar and announcement sheet on 11 March 
Note on \vorship: congregational "Amen n at conclusion of prayers in worship service; 

appropriate tracts distributed after services 
sUnday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr to adult; Supts. John Kamp (Jan-Mar); 

Rev. Van Halsema (.8pro-Jun); Allen Dykstra (Jul-Dec); Note: staff meetings, Parent 
Night; April reorganization of staff, Christmas program 

Instruction Classes for young people in Fall; RTRI (in Sept 43 anr'olled in grades 2-6 
vITi th grades 7, 8 no longer at Monsey School; bus transportation . 

Societies: 1-10, Yl'lW'G, YCC, Men's Society, Teen Club 
Other: Meetings of council, eld_ers, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls;promotion 

of Banner, BGH, FA; committees (including long-range); congregational meetings with 
women voting beginning in Nov; Neighbor Nights; elders' district meetings; outdoor 
bulletin board, tracts; CBR 

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1956 
3rd Easter sunrise service 
8th DVBS 29 Jun-12 Jul; 149 enrolled; 15 staff; tent used 
5th IvICi-iC 16-20 Jul; Rev. Harold Dekker nChrist Is the Answ:erft; pre-conference community 

invitations 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1956 
Arrival of first immigrant family on 13 April 
Summer worker, Mrs. Allen Dykstra, to assist with DVBS and MCMC 
Acceptance of call to Miami, Florida by Rev. Van Halsema; acceptance of Monsey call by 

Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 
Acquaintance wi th Rev. Harold Ellens family dur ing summer while he was at Army chaplain 

school, Fort Slocum, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Preparation for CRC 1957 centennial celebration 
Thanksgiving "Family Night "; film, hymn sing 
Christmas caroling at Rockland State Hospital by choir 
Christmas candlelight service by Teen Club 
Old Year's Fellowship at Fellov.rship Hall 

COill\jCIL 1956 
Pastors: Dick L. Van Halsema (Jan-Jul) 

Declined calls to East Cleveland, Ohio CRC in Jan 
Twelfth st. CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich., Ann Arbor, Mich. ,CRO~ 
''/heaton, Ill. CRC all in .Apr 

Accepted call to Miami, Florida CRC in Apr 
Edson T. Lewis, Jr. (Sept-Dec) 

Elders: Richard Dykstra, Sr., J. Hamilton Scott (Vice-president), Richard Steensma (Clerk) 
Deacons: IV. Howard Hornsby, Otis F. l~pes, James A. Q,uackenbush (Comptroller), Howard 

Tousley 



llfE1vill.ERSHIP CI:l..:U'fGES 1956 
Bap t i SD.S: 

15'Jan Eunice'Aufiero born l~ Oct 1955 
8 Apr Robin Ruth Nichols 5 Mar 1956, 

22 Ruth Anelda Q;uackenbush 7 Apr 1956 ::. 
8 Jul Bandy Jay Skala 30 Jan 1956 ',. 

Professions of Faith: " 
8 Jul Mrs. FrC4~k (Barbara) Skala; baptized children received:' Frank Stephen 

(born 21 Nov 1948), Richard iiilliam (25 Ssp 1951), Jiandy·;Jay (see above) 
8 Jul Augustus an& Margaret Dahl; baptized children received: Barbara C. (born 

29 Dec 1946), Arlene H. (1 ), .Alan R. (14 Mar 195'4) 
Re-affirma Hon of Faith: 

:15 Jan Harry A. and Margaret A. Aufiero;' baptized phildren rS·geived! Gretchen 
(born 14 Jul 1953), Audrey (26 Jun 1954),: Eunice (see above) 

18 Mar Mrs. Bert (l'-fona IvIcNesl) Den..'1is from First Presb. Church, Mountainvis\lT, Cal. 
(marriage at Sunnyvale, Cal. 15 Aug 1953) 

13 May Mrs. Bernard (Sarah) Zel1 
Transfers from Other ChUrches: 

Allen Dykstra from Paterson II, N. J. CRC (married Marilynn Scott 23 Lec 1955 Monsey ORC) 
Leendert and Jannetje Goedegebuure from Gereformeerde Kerk, Netherlands 

baptized .. d.e,ughter PaUlina Cornelia (born 23 Niar 1953) 
Miss Margaret Louise Cra\~ord.from EastSide Cleveland, Ohio CRC 

Transfers to 'Other Churches: 
Gerard Van Halsema family to Ridgewood, N. J. CRC 
Edward and. Magdalena Brown to Wanamassa, N. J. CRG 
Mrs. Robert (~'landa Conklin) Gaillard to Northside CRC , Passaic. N.J. and baptized 

son Robert David; marriage 1954 Monsey;CRC) 
Dr. and 1-1rs. Clarence Bouma .to Miami. Florida CRC 

Death: 
Dick Van Halseina family to Miami. Florida CRC 

11 John Lehmberg 
One resignation 

FIl~AHCES 1956 
Budget adopted for year: $12,620.00 with encouragement in practice of tithing 

Offerings: General, Benevolence, Community Evangelism Funds 
cial offerings and donations 

"Needs of Today" Campaign envelopes for Calvin College and Seminary 
No subsidy received 

PROPERTY MA1NTLiliIAHCE 1956 
Custodians! Bert Dennis (Jan-Jul); Volunteers Otis F. and Sarah Mapes and James A. 
~uackenbush (Jul-Dec) 

Cemetery care; summer cleaning bee 
Note: repair of Sanday School building; church downstairs rooms painted by Menls 

Society; interior redecoration of parsonage 

ROCKLAlw COU1:IT'Y CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1956 
Fourth year beginning in September 

l\ilrs. Richard Steensma and Miss M. Louise Crawford 
School Nothers I Guild 

purchased during year 
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Changes ooncerning Worship Services 

The year 1956 was an action-packed succession of events. Spring marked 

several changes in connection with the worship services and congregational 

fellowship. On 6 May the tiDe of the evening service was changed from 7:30 to 

7: 00, one reason being the allowance of a greater attendance by children at hlO 

worship services on the Lord's Day. On 27 May the Dorning service met for the 

first tiDe at 1~:30 instead of 10:45 with the Sunday School helping through 

punctual adherence to schedule beforehand. (Vlith the 1959 renovation of the 

Sunday School, the tiDe of morning worship was changed again to 10:45). 

A heartening touch introduced into worship Was the audible If .Ar;1en It of the 

congregation at the conclusion of prayers. 

Another alteration was the separate distribution of the order of worship 

folders used as guide to iDproved worship and the weekly news and announcements 

which ,IITas handed out in ne,IITS sheet forD after the services. This practice continued 

until the use of the double-fold cODbination bulletin n01'IT in use since 1961. 

In laany other v'lays during the year attention was called to proper worship 

and. reverence. 

Elders' District Meetings 

A schedule of neetings for the elders with the ne:obers in their districts 

was designed \"i th closer congregational uni ty in mind and for the exchange of 

mutual responsibilities. 

20 May 1956 news sheet; 
MUTUAL responsibilities-- (1) On the part of the Elder: about 

once each qU8.rter to CD,ll the district members together for 
fellowship and prayer, to calIon sick and distressed as 
frequently as circuL1stc:mces require, to reDc:ober all district 
members constantly in prayer, to welcome all new district members 
by personal call, to calIon each delinquent at least once each 
month, and such like. 
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(2) On the part of the district nembers: to prQy for 
their district Elder and nenbers. to work for the 
closer unity and aCCluaintance of the group:!· t.o pro
note each other's spiritual welfare, by i~viting 
Elder and nenbers into one I s hODe, and the like. 

Doctor of Theology Degree for Pastor 

During thG win~er Rev. Van Halsena, on part-tir.1e duty at the church, put 

final efforts toward his Doctor of Theology degree ""Thich was awarded hiD on 

29 May 1956 at the CODuencenent exercises of Union Theological Seminary, New 

York City. His thesis \1'as written on "Christianity in Eighteenth Century 

lJew England 11. 

First Iu~igrant Fanily 

At a tine of heavy iu~igration to the United States the Monsey Church 

received, through the sponsorship of one of its nenbers, its first fanily fron 

the Netherlands, Leendert and Jannetje Goedegebuure and daughter Paulina. An 

apartnent WaS located ncar the church, and this f~~ily spent the first three 

yoars of its life in a new country in our fellowship. Other fnnilies followed, 

but by this tiDe they have all becone relocated. 

The biggest change for the congregation since its reorganization took place 

during 1956. On 29 April the congregation heard the announcenent that Rev. Van 

Halsena had been led to accept the call he had received frOD the Miaoi, Florida CRC. 

One of the factors in his decision was the inpact he felt from the Lord in chal-

lenging him with four calls that he received at approxinately the SaDe tiL.1e. The 

others came froD 'I\velfth Street GRC, Grand Rapids, Michigan; ..!lnn Arbor. Michigan 

CRC; and ifueaton, Illinois CRC. 

Shortly after this he also received the synodical appointment as nissionary-
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at-large for the denomination which he later accepted 1'ITi th the understanding that 

he fulfill his acceptance of the Miani call by there for a period of tine 

until acceptable arrangements could be wade 'I'li th Miami and the Missions office. 

He continues in a related post today as Minister of sn for the Christian 

Ref ormed Church. 

The SUIllD6r schedule of events \l[a8 adapted to the frof.3 Monsey. Mrs. 

.n..l..l..t;;:J~ Dykstra was engaged as SUL1DCr \'lorker to help tdth the busy program.. The DVES 

reached a peak enrollDent of 149 pupils and was distinguished froD other DVBSts 

by the use of the big tent on the church lawn. Iooediately following was the Mid-

SUDDer Conference 'vi th the Rev. Harold Dekker, a Monsey favorite I as conference 

Then c.a.oe the far6\>1ell sermons on 22 July with neo 

Scripture text~: at the Dorning servic~: 

JEHOVAH hath done great things for us, .W'b.ereof we are 
(Psalm 126:3) and 

OH fear Jehovah, ye his saints; For there is no want to them 
that fear hin. (Psalo 34:9); 

and at evening worship: 

NOW to him that is able to establish you according to my 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the mystery which hath been kept in 
silence through times eternal, -but nO\~ is manifested., and 
by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the com
mandment of the eternal God, is made known unto all the 
nations unto obedience of faith: to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Cb~ist, to whom be the glory for ever. Amen. 

16: 25-27) 

On Monday, 23 July, a farewell was held at the Monsey Fire Hall. 

centered on these 

The truth of the lack of want to those who fear Jehovah became very apparent to 

the when on the first Sunday without a pastor announcement was nade 

tb~,t Mr. Edson T. Lewis, Jr., recent graduate of Calvin Seminary and recipie~t of 

our third call, had r:~de Monsey his choice. After successful examination by Classis 

Hackensack on 18 September, lJlr. Lewi s and hi s wife arrived in lv'lonsey. Hi S or dina tion 

as a r:linister and installation as pastor of this church occurred on 20 September 1956, 
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the Revs. Clarence Vas. our counsellor, from Paterson, N. J., Dick Van lialsema, 

John Ivle8ter, a....'1d other ministers part. Iftaugural sermons were preached 

the following Lord 1 s Day with the source of the messages being: morning worship: 

FOR I Bake known to you, crethren, as touching the g 
which .... ras preached by me, that it is not after man. For 
neither did I receive it from man, nor was lit, 
but it came to me throUgh revelation of Jesus Ghrist. (Ia1. 1:11,12); 

evening worship; 

BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to his great Dercy us again unto a living 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ froD the dead. 
unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. (1 Peter 1:3.4) 

Thus the congregation its fUth year of reorganized life wi th a ne1" 

pastor. Throush the of get-ac~uainted and the regular routine of 

church activiti'3s pr:;,stor and people gradtlD.lly in their common task in the 

cODounity of Monsey_ 

Other Items of Interest: 

One matter that had beon held in abeyance until the arrival of the n81,1] pastor 

Wa.s the ~uostion of WODen D0Dbers votinp. at congregational Doetings. This practice 

was sanctioned by congr8gational vote on 2 November 1956; and since that date both 

nen and WOI:l0n havo 8xorcicod the at the business Doetings of the 

church, whereas before this vat was done only by the nen. 

The yea.r 1956 was also by preparation for the =:..:::..-..==.::====- in 1957 

by appointment of a Centennial GonLi ttee, placement of a series of articles in the 

news sheet, end participation in the extensive proBotional program. 

T~~ard tho end of the calendar year Rev. and Mrs. Lewis L1ade these CODrlents by 

\~y of the DecGnber Weekly Balendar and Announcements: 
itE have been with you such a. short tine, and yet the days he~e been 

rich ones for us ••• The Lord. we can plainly see, was busy, very busy, 
in l".lonsey bofore we ce.no, \'[0 can see it in the gratitude with \'ihich 
you accept new opportunities to serve, in the love for one another, a.nd 
in the kindness you have shown us. May the Lord give us grace. +. to grOt., ••• 



?2GUL~A..R 1957 
t10rship Services: morning and evening each Lord t s Day; on special days 

Preaching: sermons included series on Catechism; Disciplines; Centennial 
Sermons recorded on tape 

Sacraments: Baptism as re;uested; Lordls ~i~onthly 
Music: organist Nancy steensma 
Ushers: Head, Richard Steensma 
:Hursery provided during morning service 
';{eekly \'vorship folders and calendar and announcements sheets 

Sunday School 9:30 M~ year around; 2 yr to adult; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 
Note: staff meetings. teacher training filmstrips. S5 picnic, Christmas program 

Instruction Classes for adults, , children; RTRI 
Societies: MC, n.r.iG, Men t S Society, Teen Club, Choir reorganized (Frank" Muus) 
Other: l~ee!;ings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, "pastoral calls; 

committees (including long-range, community welcome, social activities); Wednesday 
evening study-prayer meetings (new); promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; elders' district 
meetings after evening service on preparatory Sunday; Fellowship Nights; distribution 
denominational Home Mission Ed TF.E WAY in community; congregatioUal meetings; church 
picnic; outdoor bulletin board, tracts; library 

1957 
5th Easter sunrise service 
9th DVBS 8-19 July; 131 enrolled; series of training meetings preceding 
6th MGr4C 30 Jul-2 Aug; Dr. Leonard ~reenway If This Is the Life It; pre-conference 

invitations a~d prayer sessions during conference 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR 
Principles of Evangelism adopted by on 
Christian Reformed Church Centennial 
Tr~sgiving program: choir, film 

NOTED 1957 

Christmas carolir~ by choir at Rockland State Hospital 
Teen Club candlelight service at Christmas 
Old Year1s Fellowship 

COUNCIL 1957 
Pastor: Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 
Elders: Harry A. Aufiero (Clerk ; Richard Dykstra, Sr., James A. "quackenbush 

(Clerk Jun-Dec), J. Hamilton Scott (Vice-president) 
De@.cons: If. Em'lard Horns'oy, Herbert Shuart, Jack Stienstra (Comptroller), Howard Tousley 

MJ1JNlJ3:ERSHIP CH.AliGES 1~57 
Baptisms: 

~6 May Joan Marie Lewis born 27 Apr 1957 
7 Jul Randall Keith 31 ~~ 1957 
4 Aug Cheryl Lynn Stienstra 8 Jul 1957 

20 Oct John Leonard 5 Oct 1957 
Transfers from Other Churches: 

Rev. Edson T~ and Joanne s from Calvin CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Charles and Elizabeth from Sussex, N. J. CRC 

baptized children Jerry Charles (born 10 Dec 1948), Theresa Elizabeth (19 Jun 1950), 
Henry Fred (3 Dec ), Cr...arles Jr. (18 :May 1953) 

Cornelis and Henrina Klir~ from Gereformeerde Kerk, Netherlands 
baptized daughters (born 21 Nov 1951), Adriana (5 Feb 1954) 

Transfers to Other Churches: 
Tien 1iei \'iu to Baptist Church, Philadelphia 
Harry A. Aufiero family to Union Congregational Church, Tuckahoe, i~. Y. 

to be pastor of Disciples of Christ Church, Bronx, N. Y. 



FINANCES 1957 
Budgei:; adopted f,or y'ear: $12,910.00 
Regular O£ferings: General, Benevolence, Community E~elism, Debt Reduction,Fund~ 
Special offerings and donations 
11Needs of Today" Campaign envelopes for Calvin College and Seminary 
Subsidy received: $2,026.66 

PROPERTY ~UUNTENANCE 1957 
Custod:j.~n: Yolunteers Otis F. and. Sarah Mapes, James A. Qpackenbush 
Cemetery Care 
Note: minor repairs on Sunday School building for RCCS winter use 

ROC~ID COu}~Y CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1957 
In September opening of fifth year 
Teachers: Il(lrs. 'Richard :steensma and Miss M. Louise Crawford 

. Music program initiated under Mr. James Stabile in January 1958 
Cb.ristian School ri.lothers I Guild 
January 1958 some building materials acquired; building plans to t~ board 

The beginnings of Ivlonsey Church go back to 1825 when it WaS one of 
the True Reformed Protestant Dutch Churches of Classis Hackensack. 
In 1857 the Christian Reformed Church was born, and in 1890 Classis 
Hackensack joined the Christian Reformed Church. 
After a Varied history since that time Monsey Church was regorn in 1952 
So its present life is measured in terms of that date, though its 
earliest beginnings predate the origin of the denomination of which it 
is a member. 
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C:b...ristian RefarDed Church Centennial 

Perhaps the outstandine feature of 1957 was participation in the denoDinationls 

ooservance of CenterUl_ial Year under the thene, ttGod I s Favor Is Our Challenge ". For 

uany L10nths the groundwork had oeen laid -by a central Centennial office in providing 

infor~~tion, printed Daterials, pro€ran of events--all geared to a recognition of 

Godls great favor to our church in the past and to the resulting great challenge 

its DemDers face in confronting the world with the Good News. 

24 Feoruary iveekly Calendar and .Announcements: 
.A great deal of \1Tork has oeen done DY the Synodical Centennial 

Coooittee in preparation for the 13 weeks to cooe. It would 
oe nost unfortunate if the local churches now failed to carry 
the 1,1Tork forl1Tard. The lasting inpact of tho Centennial cele
oration ,-rill not oe Dade at the national level, out at the 
corner church. The £uccess of the celeoration depends in a 
very real 101Tay upon you: 

A thirteen week period C3 March--26 May) had oeen set aside for concentrated 

Gophasis and a series of pertinent semans, accoopanied by appropriately designed 

bulletins and related handbills for distribution in the COLlI1unity. Each of these 

circulars carried a oessage in line with the thought of the day1s seroon and in-

fOrL1ation about the Back-to-&od Hour and the local church prograI1. The SerL10ns pre-

sented the basic truths of historic Christianity as the central oessage of the 

Christian Reforoed Church. 

Also: a centennial sign was placed on the church building; a centennial display 

was prepared oy the Teen Club; centennial napkins, placomats, and seals were sold; 

newspaper articles were arranged; SODe of the societies purchased prepared sight-

sound projects. For twenty-five weeks nenoers had been asked to layaway offerings 

for a special offering on Centennial Sunday, 7 April, to be used for the erection of 

a Centennial Menorial Senirzry building. There were also a Centerillial Rally, 

special Back-to-God Hour Droadcasts, Centennial Pageant rrupon This Rock" given in 

Paterson, and a Centennial MeDorial Book. And, not to be forgotten, there Was the 

Dook, I WIll Build My Church by Thea B. Van HalseDa, a story of the church of 
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Jesus Christ beginning at Pentecost, l'lith special attention to the branch called 

Christie~ ReforDed. 

11 August 1957 \veekly Calendnr and. AnnounceDents: 
THE year 1957 is Centerillinl Year for the Christian Reforned 

churches throui:::hout tho United States nnd. Canada. You will 
never have a bettor opportlli'1i ty to tell ~thers hmv God's 
graco challenges hUDan fro.ilty than sinply to tell the 
story of our church's 100 years. Years of blessing they have 
certainly been. The unfn.ilin,; mercy and longsuffering of God 
have provided the church wi th steady grmvth, doctrinal sta
bility, expanding op:portunitios to witness. You ought to 
tell others lvl~nt God has boen doing in order thftt they, 
,vi th you, nay glorify Hi s DOst holy nar::le. 

Principles of Evnngelisn 

Very young in the light of its fifth reorganized year and yet much older in 

origin than even its parent denonination, Monsey Church stood in the linelight of a 

100-year celebrntion. Enrly in thnt sane year l!principles of Evangelisntl were 

drmm up nnd pre sented to the congregation for adoption. 

2 Fe-bruary 1957 letter from pastor to congregation: 
THE tPrinciples of Evangolisml •.. denand your special attention. 

After much deliberation tho Consistory reconnonds to the con
Gregation that our levangelism progrnml ass~~e the pattern out
lined by these principles. The Consistory feels that the mani
fold bleSSings of God shmvered upon this congregation in the 
past fenor years rocluire that 1,VO take this step to greater service 
for the King of our lives. 

'n 13 Mnrch a "yes!! vote set in Dotion a cOilluunity canvass. Later a'lvolcone 

Conr.1ittee ,vas appointGd to calIon visitors to the church services. Then, too, 

an infornal study-prayer nesting was begun on '.iednesday evenings as an aid to 

,vi tne ssin..g. 

Other Items 

There were furthor changes during the year in the order of worship with ne,vs 

sheot cODLlentary tOward iuprovenent of Dare meaningful ,vorship. 

The DVBS this year '\"as preceded by ,veekly staff ueetings for study and 
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preparation for effective teaching. 

The Midsuru~er Conference was again a big eVG~, with Dr. Leonard .reenway 

speaking 0 n flThi sIs the L if 0 It. 

Several opportunities were given by neighborin6 churches for attending the 

Billy GrahaD Crusade in Ne\v York City by chartered bus. Many of lVlonseyt s DeT.1bers 

took advantage. 

In view of Centennial Year: the following 1I'Jas accepted as Centennial Hynn 

and included as No. 486 in the Centennial Edition of the Psalter Hyunal: 

o Lord, beneath Thy guiding hand 
Our fathers' fathers forDed our creed, 

Brought prayer and psaln to this fair land 
And were supplied in every need. 

Belief in Thy sustaining pOlJlTor 
Restorod their hearts in days of fear; 

Thy grace and glory, hour by hour, 
Gave hope and blessinG through each year. 

In every part of life the light 
Of knov.Jledge shine s, at hone, abroad. 

May covenant children, taught the right, 
Tell others of their sovereign God. 

Thy NaLle, 0 Lord, still leads. still draws; 
That Nano wo sing 1lTith ardent voice, 

That thousands Dore nay knO\v Thy la1ft!s 
And in Thy savir~ cross rejoice. 

(Vords by IV"larie J. Post 
Music by Adrian Hartog) 



REGu~Art ACTIVITIES 1958 
Vlorship Services: morning and evening each LordI sDay; on special days 

Preaching: included series of sermons on 1'58 Resolu tions (Fellowship, V{ord Study, 
Compassion for Lost, Persistent Prayer, Sacrifice of Self); Heidelberg Catechism; 
Church of Jesus Christ; ABCts of Prayer; Gospel for. Personal Crises; Great Religions 
Sermons recorded on tape" 

Sacraments! Baptism as reC].uested; Lord's Supper bi-monthly 
Music: Organist Nancy Steensma 
Ushers: Head, J. Hamilton Scott 
Nursery care during morning service : 
i'feekly ,'lforship folders N'ith occasional inserts containing notes to assist in meaningful 

worship; also weekly calendar and announcements with feature of prayer reC].uests listed 
Sunday School 9:3~ M~ year around; 2 yr to adult; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 

Note: staff meetings, teacher training program (course in OT History), flannelgraphs 
cataloged and filed, SS picnic, Christmas program 

Instruction Classes for adultsj catechism; RTRI (in Sept 32 students in grades 1-6; bus) 
Societies: MC, YiVJviG, r'Ien1s Society, Jr and Sr Teen Clubs, yP Fellowship (new in Fall), 

MCC, Choir (Marilynn Dykstra) 
Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visi ting; pastoral calls; elders t 

district meetings after evening service on preparatory Sunday; Wed evening prayer
study meetings; mcnthly Friendship Nights; promotion of Banne~ BGH, FA; distribution 
of THE ivAY in community mailings; committees (including social acti vi ties); congre
gational meetings; tract rack; outdoor bulletin board; CBR 

AlvJUAL ACTIVITIES 1958 
6th Easter sunrise service 
lOth DVBS 7-18 Jul (about 100 pupils) 
7th 1-1CIvlC 11-15 Aug; Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema IIGod Has the Answer"; pre-conference 

visiting program; prayer meetings 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVE1~S TO BE NOTED 1958 
Arrival of two more immigrant families 
Reformation Day Hymn Sing (YMWG) 
Christmas caroling at Rockland State Hospital by choir 
Old Year1s Fellowship 

COUNCIL 1958 
Pastor; Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 
Elders: John Kamp (Vice-president), Otis F. Mapes, James A. ~uackenbush (Clerk), 

Richard Steensma 
Deacons: Allen Dykstra, Tunis Dykstra, Herbert Shuart, Howard Tousley, 
Comptroller: Jack Stienstra 

ME:tvIDERSHIP CH.AJ:\fGES 1958 
Baptisms: 

9 Feb Garry Gerald Bakker 
1 Jun l'!lark Edson Lewis 

14 Sep Scott Allen Dykstra 

born 

23 Nov John Daniel ~uackenbush 
Re-affirmation of Faith: 

1 Dec 1957 
9 May 1958 

11 Aug 1958 
5 Nov 1958 

• 

19 Mar I'!lrs. Fred (Fernande) Dykstra from Germonds Presbyterian Church 
(Deligny) (marriage 3e Nov 1957 Monsey GRC) 

Transfers from Other Churches: 
Antonie and Dresina V~~ Driel from Gereformeerde Kerk, Brielle, Netherlands 

baptized children iiilhelmina (born 9 lVlay 1952), Izak Jan (9 Jun 1953), 
Jacoba Clazina (18 Aug 1954), Cornelis (12 Nov 1957) 

Hermanus and r-1aria de Bruyn from Gereformeerde Kerk, Brielle, Netherlands 
baptized son Hans 

One resignation 



FIl'LtUWES 1958 
Eudget adopted for year: $12.361.00' on basis of tithing 
Regular Offerings: General. Community ~vangelism. Benevolence. Debt R~duction FUnds 

.. Special offerings and donations 
Ualvin College and Seminary envelopes 
Subsidy received; $2,110.00 

PROPERTY MAItZTEN,ANCE 1958 
Custodian: Jack Stienstra 
Cemetery care 
l~ote: clean-up day at church; .church ,basement painted by Otis F. and Saiah Mapes 

ROCKLAl'ill COIDE!:'Y CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1958 
Sixth year opened in September (36 finished year 'in June, 1959) • 
Teachers: M. Louise Crawford and Katherine Hunt 
;Christian Home and School Society (PTA) Qrganized'in October 

Nonsey. N. Y. Cite belongs wi th these twenty-three oth,ercongregations 
(:1962) to Classi,s 'Hackensack which convenes three times a year. The' 
Florida churches have .joined the group wi thin the past seven' years. 

Bradenton, Florida Paterson. Ne\v Jersey III 
Clifton, New Jersey, Richfield Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Englewood, New Jersey Pompton Plains. New Jersey 
Jamaica, New York, Chinese Preakness. New Jersey 
Lake '1ilorth, Florida St. Petersburg. FlQrida 
Lodi, New Jersey Sussex:. Nelli Jersey, 
!':liami. Florida Terra Ceia, North Carolina 
Newton, New Jersey 
Passaic, Ne\Y Jersey, Northside 
Passaic, Ne't,1! , Summer St. 
Paterson, He,,! Jersey, Bethel 

son, New Jersey, 1:1.J8dison Av. 

Wanamassa, New Jersey 
.Vlest Sa;y-ville, New Y.ork 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Franklin Lakes, New Jersey 

Te complete the picture of the CRO's in the East there are also 
the churches of Classis Hudson: 

Ea.st~almyra, New York Paterson, IJe1:i sey II 
Framingham, !1assa,chusetts Paterson, Nffi11' Jersey IV 
Go , New· York Paterson. l<1"e"'j Jersey Prospect Park 
Hoboken, 11e\,r Jersey 3.idgewood, Hew Jersey 
Midland Park, life,,! Jersey Rochester. life,-" York 
Midland Park, N. J., Irving Park Washington, D. C. 
life", York Oi ty. Manha.tta....'1 ~vlli t insville, r"Iassachusetts, Fairlawn 
North Haledon, l~ew Jersey ~ihitinsville, J.vIassachusetts, Pleasant st. 
Paramus, iJew Jer sey \'iyckoff, Ne", Jersey , Calvin 
Paterson. New Jersey I 
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Teacher TraininR PrOgrQLl 
-,-

The Sunday School teachers and others had a wonderful opportunity to add to 

their ovm knmvledge and Duild up their teaching repertoire by the offer of a 

course in Old Test&sont History boginni~; 28 January. The class waS led by the 

pastor who spont Duch tiDO and energy in research for his class presentations and 

the Daterials given out for home study. 

Married Couples I CluD 

Recognizing the desirability of an instruction and discussion group to 

deal with Darriage ancl the hODe in the licht of Scripture, Rev. Le\lllis Dade availa-

ble an opportunity dedicated to the strengthening of the Christian hODe. On 14 

March 1958 interested DODDers net for the first tiLle. Since then much knm"lledge 

and Dally blessings have accrued froD the consideration of the purpose of narriage, 

the role of the partners in Darriage, psychology of child developuent, discipline 

in tho hone, sex eo_ucation, religious training in the hone. The L10nthly Deotings 

are held in the hODes of the participants. This group has Dore recently boen 

naDed Fanily Life Discussion Group. 

T\,vo }flore Iunigrant Fanilies 

A second and third Dutch iDOigrant faDily were 1,velconed into the fellowship 

of Monsey Church duriD~g 1958. The Van Driel1s CWle with four snaIl children and 

wholeheartedly set theDselves to adjust to their new environment. The sudden death 

of one of their children the next year stunned them and the cOdl:.1uni ty. Because of 

faDily persuasion they finally ended a period of indecision by returning in February 

1961 to their native land--also with four children, for the Lord had blessed then 

,\>Ti th another child. 

The HerDan de Bruyn I s cane with one grm1Tn son. The attraction of better 
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enployTIent drew then to live in Paterson. Ne'." Jersey. 

W"orship and Prayer 

~~ch stress was laid again upon an atnosphere of reverence and worship in 

the sanctuary. And repeated invitations were extended for partaking in the 

blessings of the weekly prayer neetings. 

Daily Vacation Bible School and MidsUL1Ller Conference 

In spite of sickness, the average DVBS attendance per day for the two weeks 

was between 90 and 95 students; and the church was well filled with parents and 

friends who cane co the closing prograoo 

The 1958 Confe:'enGe has been the last one held during the SlJLlLler. There 

were the usual pre·--cor:.i'oronce L:',ri tation progran and prayer r:leetings. Dr. D. L. 

Van Ek~ser:la. farner pastor, delivered the oessages. Later Conferences have been 

held during SpriIl,§; and Fallo 

Young Peoples! FeJ.lo\;llship 

In October plans we~e under way for the establishLlent of youth night for 

Junior and Senior HiCh School students. 

26 October Viee]:-~y Calendar and. AnnounceDents: 
AT each Dee:c:1.ng the ... -unior and Senior High groups \1}'ill oeet 

together lor part of the evening (business. choir, refresh
rJents) anc. then separately for instruction froD God! s liord. .• 
A special Recreation CODDittee will arrange r0gular outiI1gs. 
field trips, par'ties, etc. for the young people. 

The Biblical instruction given at these oeetings served as catechBtical training 

for the young people ,"ho attended. 



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1959 
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days 

Preaching: sermons included series on Christian Life (Giving, Hospitality. 
study); Heidelberg Catechism; ivlinor Prophets; Johil Calvin Anniversary; I 

Sacraments: Baptism as sted; Lord I s Supper bi--J'llonthly 
Music: Organist Nancy 
Ushers: Head. Otis F. 
Nursery care morning service 

-

1"eekly ,,,orship folders; anc~ \'lTeekly c&.lendar and announcements sheets 

bible 
Corinthians 

Sunday School .30 Aiv[ year around; age 2-adult; Superintendent Edson T. Le1/l1i9, Jr. 
Note: staff meetings, SS picnic, reorganization in Fall; Christmas program 

Instruction Classes: adult instruction; catechism: concentrated program in Fall; 
RTRI (Jan-Jun); bus (discontinued due to d.ifficul ties in teaching and transportation 
\'lTith idea of rene\ved. emphasis on 5S and catechism) 

Societies: MC, Yl\1\1G, YP ::fellowship, MCC, Choir (discontinued during year); Net'!: "Our 
Gang" youth group (grades 4, 5. 6) 

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls; committees 
(including coordinating committee with RCCS); Wed evening study-prayer meetir~s (dis
continued during year); elders I district meetings (discontinued dru;ing year); Friend-
ship Hours; promotion of FA; partiCipation in BGE listener campaign in 
October; distributianof TB::E "'fAY in community mailings; tracts; outdoor bulletin 
board; congregational CBR 

~~~AL ACTIVITIES 1959 
7th Easter sunrise service 
11th DYES 29 Jun-1C Jul (over leo children enrolled); publicized in Memorial Day parade 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1959 
Meeting of Classis Hackensack at Monsey CRG in May 
450th John Calvin Anniversary 
Denominational publication of Centennial Psalter Hymnal in September 

zation of Sunday School in September 
fJ~ember delegation to visit Queens CRC, Jamaica, l~el"f York in November 

COLTNCIL 1959 
Pastor: Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 
Elders: John Kamp, James A. quackenbush (Clerk), J. Hamilton Scott, RicHr%teensma (Vice

president) 
Deacons: 1Villiam Conklin, Allen Dyks tra (Comptroller), Tunis Dykstra, Herbert Shuart 

fJ1ENBERSHIP CF-ANGES 1959 
Baptisms: 

8 Mar Deborah Jean Shuart 
19 ll..pr Susan Joan _~eford 
10 May Todd C~lvin Lewis 
24 May Bart .Allen Dykstra 

born 19 Jan 1959 

7 Jun Diane Gail Stienstra 
Professions of Faith: 

8 Feb Linda Lee Englishman 
8 Feb Kathleen Elaine Steensma 
8 Feb Nancy Jacqueline steensm~ 

22 Feb Lee Conklin 
22 Feb Clinton Hunt 
22 Feb Phyllis Kamp 

6 .t-.!ar 1959 
16 .4.pr 1959 
25 Apr 1959 
12 .Apr 

8 ~~r Francis L. Kearsing 
baptized children Francis L, Jr. (born 2.3 May 1954), Kathleen Ann (1 Jul 1955) 

17 May Joseph P. 



Transfers :f'rom Other Churches: 
John and F~len Roogstra from Preakness. N. J. CRC 
Robert 1i .• and .Anita Eoogstra fror" Vlest Sayville, 

baptized son Robert _~thur 
Trru~sfers to Other Ch~rches: 

Y. CRC 

John Ramp family to Presbyterian Church. Goshen.N. Y. 
Leonard Go-edegebuu.re family to Go ,N. Y. CRC 
Miss I~. Louise Cra'llnord to rvfia.rrii, Florida CRC 

. Mrs. Robert (Katherine 'Hunt) i}r.ete to First Presbyterian Church, Waco, Texas 
(marriage 25 Jul at i'{est POint) 

~rmanus de Bruyn to Paterson IV, l~. J. CRC 
Deaths: 

23 liIar Carla (Jacoba) Van Driel, 4i years 
25 lJlay Richard Dykstra, Sr., 70 years 
2~ Oct Mrs. Sarah , 87 years 

FUr.Al~CES 1959 
adopted for year: $12,769.60 
Offerings: General, Benevolence, Community sm (discontinued in July. 

and replaced by offerings for RCCS) , Debt Reduction Funds 
Special offerings and donations 
Calvin College and Seminary envelopes 
Subsidy received: $2,250.00 

PRO?EfiTY MAl 1959 
Custod.ian: Herman de 
Cemetery care 
Note: paint of floor in sanctuary; work bee at church 

COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCROOL 1959. 
SeptEr:::iber; 34 pupils enrolled Seventh year 

Teachers: Rev. 
Christ 

Vi ttner and. Hrs. Constance Pryce 
and School SOCiety 

A.'1long our friend.s in the cOlnmuni ty who attend \IIJorship services 
and. participate \d th the ion in various 'i'lays we greet: 
Lauretta and Nancy Bell, t~~ Jo~~~ Botbyl1s. the Clinton Htk~tls, Sr., 
1l1rs. Charles Kearsing, the C. Q,uaCkenbush! s, the John 
Renkents, the Herbert Roscoels 
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John Calvin Anniversary 

Another anniversary-this tiDe to renGDber influence of Reforner John 

Calvin on the developnent of the Christian Churc~ 

5 July 1959 iifeekly Calendar and AnnounC8nGnts 
NIllliTEEN hundred fifty-nine narks the 450th anniversary of 

the birth of JOM Calvin (July le, 1509) and the 400th 
anniversary of the final edition of the Institutes of the 
Cr~istian Religion, the epoch naking book of the ReforDa-
tion. John Calvin was Godls to the Church. The 
ninisters of F.ackensack and Classis Hudson \vill 
be preaching special sornone next Sunday (July 12) to re
accluaint us VIi th our rich heritage and the Scriptural 
teachings brought to by this nan of God. Eev. Lewis 
is preaching a series of three nessages on truths reenpha
sized by the Refarnation. 

Special bulletin folders \"Tere supplied for the occasion. 

A'1other book Cane froD the pen of 'I'heD, B. Van Halsena for this occasion--

This Is John Calvin, written especially for young peo:ple, but enjoyed by yOQ.'1g 

and old. alike. 

Daily Vacation Bible School 

Special nark of the DYES this year was its proninent float in the Monsey 

Honorial Day parade. 

Visits to Manhattan and Janaica Services 

For the nutual interest and understanding anong tho churches and nission 

projects involved, tho Eastern HODO Hission Board of tho CRC drew up a schedule of 

visits for representatives of tho various CRCI S in the area to attend worship S0r-

vices at Manhattan (Haarlen) and ~ueens (Chinese) in JruJaica. Monsey Church is due 

to have delegates at Queens CRC during NovoDber of each yoar and at Manhattan ORC 

during IvIay. The first visitors froD Monsey observed the Q,ueens group in NovGI.1ber 

1959. 



1959 

Annual Review 
':-

A review of church activities for the year can best be found in the pas~or!s 

report at the 16 Nover.lber congregational meeting. He reported that during the 

past year the following progrnns had been discontinued~ choir, prayer service, 

elders l district meetings, MidSTh~ner Conference, Released Time Religious Instruction, 

Community Evangelism Fund~ He stated that there seemed to be indications tr~t 

elimination of these pl'ograrJs was due more to lack of appreciation and unwil].::'ngness 

to make use of these opportunities than to an overload for the small group in the 

congregation • 

.As "bright spots" in the' picture .he. nentioned their:lp:s.'oved Sunday S.cho-a1 .. 

progran in effect> since 1. October and the .. concentrated{'..atecmsn program in pl'ogress" 

Renovation of the S~~y School 

This was the headline news for 1959. For months Superintendent R8V~ T,e,; .. :; 

and Assistant Superintendent Mrs. Allen Dykstra laid dm,;-n on paper the deta:i.l:::~ 

of the formula for an iuproved Sunday SchooL The big 1'funveiling" caLle on 2.3 

Se;?tember 1959~ 

THIRTY-SIX people attended the Sunday School S'~afJ:' J)inner hele. 
Sept. 23, 1959, at the DelLlOnico Restaurant. A d.elie': OU8 

neal of fried chic~<:en was served to the group, and. then Rev. 
Herman Braunlin of the Hawthorne Gospel Tabernacle ~:po~e '~o 

the groupo He made a special point in his message o~ emphasizing 
the irJpor:~ance of -the Sunday School for the ,,..Thole family, AG 
this dinner, the plans for the Inew look l at tho Sunday School 
of the Monsey Ohristian Refo:C'med Church were unvoiled for the 
first time~ 

The plans included: ir.1provement of an enlarged staff, ne'llJ aW'ard systeLl, 

new record-keeping system, a date in the 0alendar for Parents! Night, a definite 

uissions enphasls, cE.stribution of a staff manual, new teaching aids, service of 

dedication, c1uarterly publication of the MONSEY SPARK. The first 138ue of ~]:. '.; 

neighborhood paper explained its purpose: 
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TRE first issue of the MONSEY SP_:ffiK initiates a new venture 
for the Sunday School of the Monsey Chris~ian ReforDed Church. 
The need of iDproving the lines of ion bett'Teen the 
C01.]L1Ul1.i ty and the Sunde.y School has been for a 
tiuc. (The cOLlDunity) needs the united of the 
Church and the Suml:w School as never before. The t SP.ARK! 
epitoDizes the ne,', zeal that the ion to serve 
its cou,.:1unity,,,rith the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The t ! 
epitoDizes our hope tr...at the flarJe of zeal for Christ 1 s 
Kingdon will be cOLlDunicated to Dany in the COLiLl1L."1i ty. To 
that noble end. ,,'fe dedicate this and the cOr:liI'.g issues of the 
MONSEY SPARK. 

This worth"rhile project suffered froD lack of \1I'orkcrs and not very l:1any 

issues rolled frOD the presses. 

T~,t first NIONSEY SPARK Rlso contained a detailed report as to SOP.le of the 

iDproveDcnts: 

FIRST, concrete efforts 8~e being [mde to iDprovo the Quality 
of the staff ... All Qre volunte::ors, sacrificiI1.g tiDe and effort 
to do their task l:rell. Nevertheless, a prograIJ of teacher 
certification is boing set up "rhich will eventtlE'J.ly raise the 
quality of instruction throughout the whole Sun~~y School •.. A 
oontinuous serios of instructional neetings, filns, etc., will 
inprove tho stn£f. 

Second, ,:lore \1I'ill be re~.:uired of the pupil in terns of prOI..1pt 
attendance, DCDory 1,"ork, C'.nd bOOk1riTork ... 

Third, considerQble iGprOver.lent has been Dade in the 
zational structure of the Sunday School. There are 41 positions 
on the stD.ff •.• D. uininun of 32 individuals is recluired •.. 
Tt'1Telve different forDS are used to uaintnin conplete records •.. 
Perncment, cunulative records of each pupil l",ill be kept. 

Fourth, new cw!d ioproved teaching aids are be introduced into 
the Sunday School. This l~~s involved consideratle expense on 
the p-:1rt of tho congregation, but we feel th.D.t the inproveuents 
have been worth it. 

Catecheticol Instruction 

so in October concentrated effort was put on catechiSD classes for 

chilrren. A ten-course curriculUD was outlined and sent to parents with the 

notice (22 October 1959): 

CATECJ:IETICAL traini~~ is especially designed for those children 
whose parents arc DeDbers of the Monsey Christian ReforDed 
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Church. Coopletion of the 10 courses is designed to equip 
the child for a public profession of failh, and full conouni
cant membership in the Monsey congregation. 

A careful record will be kept of the childrents progress in his class, 
and report cards will be sent to parents periodically to inforn then 
of that progress. 

What did the report card of life at Monsey Church show as it entered an 

eighth year? Only the Great Teacher knows-knows how each heart could sing with 

John Calvin the ,~ords from his hyon included in the new edition of the Psalter 

Hynnal published in Septeober of this sane year: 

Thou art the King of nercy and of grace, 
Reigning oLmipotent in every place: 
So cone, 0 King, and our whole being sway, 
Shine On us ,,,.ith the light of Thy pure day. 

Our hope is in no other save in Thee, 
Our faith is built upon Thy pronise free, 
Cone, give us peace. oake us so strong and sure, 
That we nay conquerors be and ills endure. 

(Stanzas 2 and 5, No. 432 
"I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeeoer Art" 
Centennial Edition Psalter EyL1nal) 



REGL~AR ACTIVITIES 1960 
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's nay; on special days 
Preaching: sermons included. series on 1960 Goals (Assurance of salvation, Forgiveness, 

Giving); Heidelberg Catechism; Crossroads of Christian·Life; Footprints to Calvary; 
At Boundary of Blessing; Our National Purpose; The ~eaGhing Church . 
Sacraments: Baptism as reQuested; Lordls Supper bi~mpnthly . 

1"lusic: Organists: Nancy Steensma (Jan-Jun); Trudy Everett and ~ests (Sul-Dec) 
Occasional music by Men IS Q,uartet . ' . 

Ushers: Head, Garry Englishman 
Nursery provided. during morning service 
Vleekly worship folders and. irJ'eekly calendar and announcements sheets 

Sunday School 9:30 Al~ year around; 2 yr~dults; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr. 
Note: staff meetings; periodic visits by staff to other SSt Patents I 1Ught; planning 
retreat at Stony Point, conventionette at Nanu.et; TEACH to all ~ea.c~.rs;SS papers 
mailed to absentees; Christmas program; Cradle 1:1011 rG-activ{)tod previous y8,-r 

Instruction Clases: catechism 
Societies: MC, YlVlivG, 1'1CC, "Our Gang" youth group (discontinued duri:b.g year) 
Other: Heetings of council, elders, deacons;. family visiting; pastoral calls; 

committees (including coordinating committee with RCCS), promotion of Banner, 
BGH, FA; distribution of THE ~vAy in community mailings (discontinued during year); 
use of Home Mission Board EVangelism Newsletter; Wed morning prayer meetings 
beginning in October; outdoor bulletin board, tracts; congregational meetings; CBR 

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1960 
8th Easter sunrise service 
12th DVBS 11-22 Jul; 76 enrolle~ with high percentage of perfect attendance 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS. TO BE NOTED 1960 
Some members' attendance at Eastern Music Conference, Paterson, N. J. in April 
Dedication of 9C copies of Centennial Edition of Psalter Hymnal on 31 July 
Fall Conference 16-23 Oct; Rev. Albert Oldham ftA Nevv Life for You"; invitational 

folders, daily community mailings, morning prayer meetings 
Thanksgiving program: film 

comWIL 196J 
Pastor: Edson T. Lewis, Jr. . 

Declined call to Champaign, Illinois in October 
Elders: John Hoogstra, 1·1. Howard Hornsby (Clerk), J. Hamil ton Scott (Vice-president), 

Richard Steensma 
Deacons: i·rilliam Conklin (to Florida, replaced by Antonie Van Driel); Allen Dykstra 

(Comptroller), Fred Dykstra, Tunis Dykstra 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1960 
Baptisms: 

3 Jan Fred Dykstra, Jr. born 14 Dec 1)59 
3 Apr David Adelbert Rose 26 Jan 1960 

11 Sep Anthony Carla Van Driel 1 Sep 1960 
6 Nov Cindy Letitia Areford 19 Oct 1960 

18 Dec Joyce Gertrude Tousley 9 Jun 1959 
Transfers from Other Churches: 

Howard Henry Levfis from Rehoboth, New Mexico CRC 
John Yff from Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, E. Orange, N. J. 
Ulbe (Dick) and Minnie Faber from Calvary CRC Seattle, Wash. 

baptized son Gerald (born 13 Jun 1957) 



Transfers to Other Churches: 
Mrs. Freences Pulis and children to First Reformed ..Qhurch, Nyack',lL Y. 
Bert and. IJlona Dennis to First 14ethodist Church, Los Alamos, New Mexico 
\'fillium Conklin family to Lake ivorth, Florida CRC 

Lapse of Membership 
Robert D. Ridgway, aMre,ss unknown at time 

FI NANCES 1960 
Budget adopted for year: $13,09C.76 
Regular Offerings: General. Benevolence, Debt Reduction Funds 
Special offerings and donations (including RCCS) 
Calvin'College and Seminary envelopes 
Subsidy' received: $2,JOO.OC 
Note: Full ~uotas paid; payment completed on all note and debenture debt, le~ving only 

denominational Home Mission Board debt; Church Activities Fund set up to take care 
of funds of church organizations and special activities (except SS, IIIlC, YMIVG) 

PRQPERTY MAINTENANCE 1960 
Custodian: Francis Kearsing 
Cemetery-care 
Note: Sound e~tiipment moved from ~uiet room to balcony; church basement painted by 

volunteer's in October; new curtains dmvnstairs by women 

ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1960 
School ceased to operate after June; Board remained constituted 

:Are'you ac~uainted'~~ith the annual Yearbook of the Christian 
Reformed Church? which is published shortly after the beginning 
of each calendar year? It gives information about the congregations, 
ministers, classes, boards and committees, Calvin Co]ege and 
Seminary, home and foreign mission fields and missionaries, 
evangelism fields and V'lorkers, related Christian institutions, 
publications, etc., of the church family in which we are brothers 
and sisters. 
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Sunday School 

The new Sunday School setup brought about severe.l innovations as the 

plans unfolded from their blueprint stage of October 1959. 

The teachers were furnished with quarterly copies of TEACH, an award

winning L1agazine written especially for Sunday School teachers. 

Full staff meetinGs 1"rere scheduled quarterly \'lith ~'Jell-planned programs 

of inspiration, instruction, and business. Besides, departmental meetings 

ivere called to discuss IT'.tters on the various age and grade levels. 

The staff by rotation "\Ims f~i ven opportunity to visit other Sunday Schools, 

substitutes taking over for those who went to observe. 

A "first IT Was the Flann.ing Retreat held at the Gilmor Sloane House. 

Stony Point, on 11 J1L~e. The day was spent in evaluating past achievements 

and weaknesses and then in determining consequent goals for the following year. 

Each quarter a difforent mission field of the Christian Reformed Church 

was selected for special attention. And much attention was given to the matter 

of v'lorship in the S1mday School. 

Closir£ of Rockland County Christian School 

The Rockland County Christian School had been in operation for seven years. 

The Sunday School building behind the church had becone a second classroom. 

There had been the hyon sings, dinners, and prograDs; open house and "graduation 

exercises"; gothers I Guild and. later Christian Home and School Society; society 

and board meetings; paper drives and bakery route; finance drives and sales. 

A future school site had been purchased; building naterials hegan to aCCwjulate. 

But problems of a two-rOOD school accUDulated. too. NotWithstanding the 

efforts of the board and the church-school coordinating cOIJnittee, the problems 

seemed too insurmountable to be overcome. And the school doors closed. Plans 
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Sunday School 

The new Sunday School setup brousht about several innovations as the 

plans unfolded froD their blueprint stage of October 1959. 

The teachers were furnished with quarterly copies of TEACH, an award

winning Dagazine written eSPecially for Sunday School teachers. 

Full staff neotings '~JerG scheduled quarterly ,'lith well-planned prograr:lS 

of inspiration, instruction, and business. Besides, departnontal neetings 

,,,ere called to discuss r:£.tters on the various age and grade levels. 

The staff by rotation was given opportunity to visit other Sunday Schools, 

substitutes taking over for those who went to observe. 

A "first 11 was the PlanIling Retreat held at the Gilnor Sloane House, 

Stony Point, on 11 JLL~e. The day was spent in evaluating past achieveoents 

and weaknesses and then in deterDining consequent goals for the following year. 

Each quarter a different nission field of the Christian ReforDed Church 

was selected for special attention. And ouch attention Was given to the natter 

of worship in the S1L~day School. 

Closip~ of Rockland County Christian School 

The Rockland County Christian School had been in operation for seven years. 

The Sunday School building behind the church had becone a second classrooD. 

There ~~d been the hynn sings, dinners, and prograns; open house and "graduation 

exercises"; Mothers' Guild and. later Christian HODe and School Society; society 

and board neetings; paper drives and bakery route; finance drives and sales. 

A future school site had been purchased; building oaterials hegan to accUL1ulate. 

But problens of a two-rOOD school accUDulated, too. NotWithstanding tho 

efforts of the board and the church-school coordinating cOr:luittee, the problems 

seeDed too insurDountable to be overcone. And the school doors closed. Plans 
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to transport children to the schools of the Eastern Consolidated School 

Association in north Jersey did not uaterialize either. and children were 

enrolled in loc~l public schools. A school board reL1ained constituted and 

the real estate held; but all furniture, books. and other physical properties 

were disposed of. 

Dedication of New Psalter Hynnals 

A contribution to the worship of God in this church was oade by the 

gift of ninety copies of the Centennial Edition of the Psalter Hynnal. 

presented to the church by nonber Otis M. Mapes. On 31 July they were dedi-

cated at the morning worship service to the praise of God. Of special interest 

to this congregation is Nunbor 3 with the tune title ffMonsey Chapel" composed 

by Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema. 

Fall Conference 

Because of the heat in ~Jer and the vacations at that tine of the year, 

the decision w,>s oade to hold a conference at the beginning of the Fall activities 

in place of the previously held Midsw,IDer Conference. Rev. Albert W. Oldhau was 

engaged as the speaker for 16-23 October and centered his messages around the 

thene: "A New Life for You". Invitational folders were available for distribution 

and daily oailings went out into the COL1Dunity during the conference. As many 

church families as possible were included in the schedule of affairs for the week. 

"Sunday School Night" was a feature. 

23 October Weekly Calendar and Announcements: 
THIS is the last day of our Fall Conference, the first that 

we have had in Monsey. It has been a new and blessed ex
perience for our congregation, and we are convinced that 
the ministry of Rev. Albert Oldham among us this week has 
amply demonstrated the wisdom of having hiD lead us in 
this venture. 

The conference was the occasion of calling women to morning prayer meetings 
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before and dur the conference. Although the present group is snaIl, there 

is still a nucleus that naintains a weekly Dorni~ prayer group. 

Full were fOl'1'JardeCl for the year. Payr.1ent \"las cOl"Jpleted on 

renuining note and debenture debts. only the Hone Mission Eoard 

interest-free loan to be repaid ($18,000 loaned for parsonage construction 

and church remodeling). 



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1961 
';'JeL'ship Ser'vices; ID:J::.'ning and evening each Lord! s Day; on special ,days 

Preaching: sermons included series on Heidelberg Catechism. Saints Who Conquered, 
Ohristian Ministry. Sl;e\'I"8.rdship 
Sermons recorded on tape ~ 

Sacraments: Baptism as requeste,d; LordIs Supper bi';inonthly 
t4usic: morning organist, Trudy Everett; evening. Sarah Mapes 

Occasional singing by youth choir (Anne Tousley) 
Ushers! Head, Garry Englishman 

New: code for church etiquette and ushering 
Nursery care during mornip~ service 
Weekly worship folders and announcement sheets until change to new doublefold 

combined order uf worship and news sheet with Mrs. Anne Lehmberg, editor and typist 
Sunday School 9:30 H~ year around; 2 yr-adults; Superintendent Mrs. Allen Dykst~ 

Note: staff meetings. Teach with Success correspondence course; planning retreat 
at Botbyl home; Parent Nj.ght Week for home visits in Fall; five: teachers at 
Community Teachers i Training Institute in Midland Park, N. J.; attendance at 
conventions; all offerings to miSSions; Christmas program 

Instruction Classes: catechism 
Societies: MC, Yl~G, MCe, Youth Choir f 

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting; pastoral calls; 
promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; committees (including stewardship); weekly prayer 
meetings in morning; congregational meetings; Fellowship Hour (Sunday evenings) 
replaced by family night (Friday evenings) later in year; outdoor bulletin bqari: 
tracts; CBR 

ANImAL ACTIVI TIES 1961 
9th Easter sunrise aervi0e 
13th DYES 12-21 J\11; first ad'G.lt sessions 

OTHER ACTlVITlES OR E\1'E"b.TTS TO BE NOTED 1961 
Visitors from Monsey eRC to Manhattan CRC. New York City in May 
Spring Comerence 19-26 MarjRev. John sanderson "Seven Last i'iords from Cross 1r; 

pre-conference fellowship dinner, prayer meetings each morning 
In Oct invitation to Monsey CRG to have Summer ~1orkshop in Mi.ssions team follc,:~ rc; SumID8:;:," 

Visitors from Monsey CRC to ~wens CBCin November 
Every Member Stewardship Campaign 
Christmas tree in church replaced. by nativity scene o~tdbors 

COUNCIL 1961 
Pastor: Edson T. Levd.s. Jz-. 
Elders: John R"ogJt~:-a, ~i. Eo.vard Hornsby (Clerk), James A. Q;uackenbush, J. Rami] +,:;;~ Soott 

(Vice-pred ·~.ent) 
Deacons: Fred Dykzt:a.. Sterling Pitt, Jack Stienstra (Comptroller), Antonia Van 

(left for Netherlanc.s, 11splaced by Ed.ward Campbell) 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1961 
:Bautisms: 

~ 8 Jan Jill Rene Le\V'is born 20 Dec 1960 
6 Aug Karl Dyketra 28 Jul 1961 

Transfer from Other Ohurchg 
John and Elsie Van~er Ploeg from Sussex, N. J. CRC 

baptized children KDrnelis Henry (born 10 Oct 1957), Mary Sue (4 Sep 1959) 



Transfers to Other Churches: 
Antonie Van Driel family t.o Netherlands 
Cornelis Klink family to Presbyterian Church, Rye ,N. Y. 
Richard Steensma family to IF~ing Park CRC, Midland Park, N. J. 
Nancy steensma to Calvin CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
John Yff to Miami, Florida CRC 

,.Robert Hoogstra family to Irving Park CRC, Midland Park, 1;). J. 

F,INANCES 1961 
BudgetadoptE?<i for year: $14,221.80 
Regular Offering,s: General, Benevolence, Debt Reduction Funds 
Special,offerings and ,donations 
Calvin College and Seminary envelopes 
Offerings for RCeS discontinued, since no longer needed 
Subsidy received: $2,500.00 
Note: Full Cluota payments ancL also annual portion of Home l--lission Board debt paid; 

adoption of new ,stewardship program for following year 

~ 
. PROPERTY MAINTEN.AlIJCE 1961 

Custodian: J. Milton Scott 
Cemetery care 
Note: redecoration of Fellowship Ball: (YMliG), pastor I s study moved from parsonage to 

church 

The Board of Home Mission:s of the CRC administers three ditfere,nt 
volunteer prograrns: long-terl1'l:v-olunteer program, teacher volunteer 
program, and summer volunteer program. The summer program is c~lled 
Summer iiorkshop in Missions (swnl) and "is designed to aCCluaint young 
people with the glorious challenge of witnessing for the Lord, to show 
them the joy of spreading the gospel, and to inspire them to dedicate 
their lives to full-time service. 'He that winneth souls is wise.' 
SWIM aims to provide urgently-needed workers for the church during 
Suw~er when Vacation Bible Schools, surveys and other evangelistic 
programs are conducted. 

"SWIM can, with C~dls blessings, revitalize our'churches through 
young people's participation in mission work. It will stimulate 
evangelism by providing our churches with a),nucleus of trained young 
people. SIf.IM will revive interest in the doctrines of their church. 
strengthen their faith and show them the blessedness of a Christian life. 

flSWIM brings home to our young people the great need of a world 
lost in sin in the hope it will arouse a burning desire to win people , 
for Christ." ' 
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Sunday School 

Note is taken of further developuent of the ~tk~ School program. 

ttTeach with Success" was offered as a correspondence course to teachers and 

others interested.. Al though only ten percent of those who began actually 

reachodthe last lesson of the course. it Was a good step in the direction of 

in-service training for the staff. 

One of the significant chang2s was the handling of funds in connection 

with Sunday School. The church took over all Sunday School expenses, so that 

the offerings could all be channeled into uissions and the children be taught 

the iuportance of giving to others. During the January-March ~uarter the 

offerings went to the Ara.lJic Broadcasts of the Back-to-God Hour and the Indian 

Field (New Mexico) Fund; April-June: Nigeria; July-Septeober: Ceylon; 

October-Deceober: .Back-to-God Hour and HoDe Missions. 

A Planning Retreat was held again. For the accomoodation of the staff it 

net two at the John Botbyl hone in Monsey on 28 and 29 June. 

A Parent Night 1;feek ;,'las dedicated to calling on the homes of new pupils 

in the Fall. 

Also in the Fall five teachers took advantage of the Comounity Teachers I 

Training Institute at Midland. Park, New Jersey, which featured a series of six 

~reekly sessions taught by leading Sunday School consultants. 

Bolgic Confession Annivorsary 

1961 ''las the 400th anniversary year of the Belgic Confession. one of the 

doctrinal standards of the ORG. SpeCial series of articles were featured in 

The Banner. Another contribution was oade by Thea B. Van Halseoa in her first

tiue-told-in-English story of Guido De Bres. author of the Belgic Confession. 

published in booklet forn under the title Glorious Heretic. 



1961 

Ne\'/ Bulletins 

1961 saw the change fron the order':of "lOrship folders and weekly 

calendar and announceraents to the new double fold conbination of the two, with 

l-.1rs .. lmno as editor and typist. 

Spring Conference 

At the time of the Fall Conference 1960 it was decided to have a Spring 

Conference also. Rev. John Sanderson cane as the speaker froD 19-26 March, 

'\;,ri th nessat':es on the t'Seven Last Words from the Cross If, touching on SOIDe of the 

deeper inplicatlons of tho Christian life. Prayer cards were distributed for 

use throughout tho conference, a prayer group Det each narning during the con

ference, a pre-conference supper was held on Saturday be:r'ore the conference week, 

and the congregation again was active on "service cO'ODittees~. 

Adul t DVBS Sessions 

During the week following the regular DVBS session, a four-evening adult 

course was held. 

Fanily lifi,ght 

In the Fall the council, in an effort to provide improved opportunities 

for congregational fellowship, set aside the first Friday evening of oaah IDonth 

as Fanily Night as a substitute for the former Sunday evening Fellowship Hour. 

This practice was on trial for several months, but attendance did not warrant 

the continuance of Far1i1y Night. 

SI'lIM Invitation 

Because of the SUL1mer \-rorks...~op in Missions program in Monsey in 1962, mention 
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is hero wade of this announcenent in the 29 October 1961 NeVlsheet: 

vitation oust 

Our congregation has been invited to have a 
in l~onscy next Su.rJL'ler. A reQPonse to the in-

be by Noveober 15, 1961.· Reaching the 
decision will 
froLl each of us! 

thought. discussion, and prayer •.. 

Contact with SWL~ for the congregation occurred during the s~~er of this 

year \'lhen organist, Trudy Everett, went to St. Petersburg, Florida with 

tho SWIM tear::l from thG Fest. 

Most prooinent feature of late 1961 was the Every Menbor Stewardship 

Progrnr.1 by a Stewardship COI:1Dittee. The heart of the program centered 

in this definition of ste1.'lardshlp.: 

At a 

CHRISTIAN Stewardship is the practice of systenatic and 
proportionate giving oI tiDe, abilities, and naterial 
possessions basGcl on the conviction that these are a 
trust fro':l God, to be used in His service for the benefit 
of all 1:1al1k:ind in grateful aclr.nowlecignent of Christ t s 

love. 

nceting on 14 Novenber the congregation endorsed the proposed 

stewardship enE stucnt caJ_1pai,gn and the prograo for 1962 under six headings: Our 

1-[orld Mission, Our Pastoral Ministry, Our 1vorship anel Service, Our ChristiD,n 

EdUcation, Our Finances, Our Church HaDe. A great deal of study. cOUL1ittee work, 

pronation of the progran cuL.1inated in Stewardship Sunday, 10 Deceober. 

3 DeCember 1961 Nm'Tsheet: 
is to be a busy "reek for the lVisitors t of the Stewardship 

Enlistment Canpaign. Their first training session will be 
held today, and a second one is scheduled for Friday 
Also visitors will be studying materials. and turn-over 
charts for use in their calls ••• If all our corn2itoents total $277.00 
per week, then the progra:o for 1962 ,...rill be met. Consider your share 
prayerfully so that the visitors can receive a well-considered coo
oi tnent frau you "Then they vi si t your hone on STEI'fARD SHIP SUNDAY. 

i'le are thankful that Mrs. Anne Lehoberg has accepted the 
aPPOintment as the FINANCIAL SECRETARY of the church. Mrs. 

already serves as ~~NSHEET EDITOR, and it there-
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fore with special gratitude to God th~t we note her 
willingness to take on this additional work for the church. 

A letter fran Allen Dykstra, ch~irnan of tho Stewardship Enlistnent 

Canpaign, dated 2 Dec8Dber read in part: 

ON the afternoon of STE.I.APJ)SHIP SUl'IDAY, two visitors froD 
the church "rill c,~.ll at your hone to personally o.cquaint 
you "lith the Prograr.1 for 1962 and secure your cODni tnents 
( ltpledp;e s " ) ••• One of our goal s •.. is to encourage ~ll our 
Denbers and friends to Dake a definite COL1L1i tr.1ent to the 
Prograo of the Church for 1962. \'[e have never sought such 
cO:-:Jui truents bofore ••• 

On 17 December dedication to the ProgrGD took place at the Dorning service. 

After the caL~aign CQDe this report on the 24 DeceDber Newsheet: 
THE Stewardship EnlistDent Caupaign turned out to be a 

great success. (The total so fo.r) represents a reDarka
ble increase over our Past perfornance ••. We ha~e there
fore set ourselves to a high goal for 1962. Not only 
will we re~uest no donoDi~tional subsidy next year ••. 
but we will be able to do things in 1962 which we could 
not do this year even though we received subsidy •.. 

Along "'ith the Stewardship Prograo Calle the reorganization of committees, 

with each of six council Denbers in charge of each onjor co[~ittee for 1962. 

Note on Finance 

Again this year full Quota payments were made and also the annual share of 

Hone MiSSion Board debt. 

Nativity Scene 

The year dre\'T to a close \1Tith another atteDpt to witness to the cOLlmunity 

when a nativity scene on the church lawn replaced the traditional Christmas tree 

which fre~uently decorated the church interior. 



REGU~AR ACTIVITIES 1962 
\"{orship Services: each Lord I s Day morning and evening; GJ,lso on special days 

Preaching: sermons included. series on 1963 Program (Our World Mission, Our Pastoral 
Ministry, Our \vorship and Service, Christian Education, Our Church Home); 
Disciplines of the Cross; Epistle to Galatians;:Lord. from Heaven; Missions; 
Heidelberg Catechism (evenings) 
Sermons recorded on tape 

Sacraments: Baptism as re~uested; Lord's Supper bi-monthly 
Music: morning organist Trudy Everett; evening, Sarah Mapes 

Hymn sings, beginning June, before first Sunday evening service of month 
Occasional music by octet 

Ushers: Head,Otis F. Mapes 
Nursery care during morning service 
H'eekly bulletins 

Sunday School 9:30 Al4 year around; 2 yr-adults; Superintendent John Vander Ploeg 
l\l"ote: stafff Visiting \;reekj plar:ning retreat at Hornsbyls; partial support of 

missionary-teacher Peter Bulthuis in Nigeria beginning in Apr; Christmas program 
Instruction Classes: catechism ~ 
Societies: iVIC, YNIiiG, Menls Society (Spring), MCC (Family Life Discussion Group) 
Other: Meetings of council, ealders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls; 

weekly morning study and prayer meetings; promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; also 
Q,uarterly Prayer Guides (Home and Foreign Missions); congregati9nal meetings; 
family nights (to June); outdoor bulletin board; tract' rack, "tract for weak'f 
distributed after worship services; library recataloged and reopened; monthiy 
visi ts to Rockland State Hospital by YMWG; CBR 

.Al'JIW.A1 ACTIVITIES 1962 
lothe Easter sunrise service 
14th DVBS 9-20 Jul; SIvU1ers on staff 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1962 
New Ste~~rdship Program in operation • 
Clothing drive for Korea 
YlVThlG began :monthly visits to Rockland state Hospital 
Spiritual retreat for men 13, 14 Apr at ivarwick Estates 
Representatives to Eastern llfu.sic Conference, Paterson, 1\1. J. 
Representatives to Manhattan CRC in lviay ~ 
Summer i1orkshop in Missions team for 5 weeks 23 Jun-29 Jul; church fellowship dinner 

for welcome and church picnic at Ringwood Manor as farewell 
Library reopened 
lOth anniversary program of Monsey reorganized church (1952-1962) on 2C'- Sept 
Program b;,{ l1Aunt Betty" viorra-ll of Child EVangelism Fellowship on 28 Sept 

COUNCIL 1962 
Pastor: Edson T. Le1"ris, Jr. 

Declined call as missionary for northcentral Iowa at Ames. la. in l~ 
Declined call as home missionary to Navaho Indians, Denver, Colorado in July 

Elders: John Hoogstra (Vice-president), lJ. Ho\'mrd Hornsby (Clerk), James A. Q,uackenbush 
Deacons: Fred Dykstra, Jack Stif?nstra (resigned, replaced by Otis lVI. Mapes), 

Sterling Pitt (resigned, replaced "by Marvin Poutsma) 
Comptroller: Edward Campbell 



NIElVlBERSHIP CH.8liJGES 1962 
Baptisms: 

1 Apr Lori Ann Stienstra borIi 19 Jan 1962 
8 Apr Gerald Edwin Dykstra 15 Feb 1962 

22 Apr Deborah Lynn Davis ; 26 Oct 1954 
22 Apr Jor...n lJiark Davis JC Oct 1956 
10 Jun Mari Ellyn Dykstra 27 Apr 1962 

Professions of Faith: 
22 APr Merle John and Nettie Davis 

children (see above) 
8 Jul Mrs. E. (Pauline) Dustman 

Transfers from Other Churches: 
Dr. lvlarvin Lloyd Poutsma from Champaign, Ill. CRC 
Harvey Bush from Franklin Lakes, N. J. CRC (m~rri~d Lois Rose 19 lVJar·l962) ... 
Richard' and Janice Vapder 'Ploeg from Sussex., [;. J •. eRC 
Robert and Katherine Gr,ete from First Presbyterian Church, Waco, Texas 

baptiz€d children Katherine Lorraine (born 27 Apr 1960), ¥villiairi Bra.dley (J Oct 1961) 
Transfers to Other Churches: 

Lee Dani el Conklin t 0 Calvin CR C, Grand Ra pi ds , .Ivli ch. 
Dick Faber family to First Presbytertan Church, Pleasant Valley, N.'Y. 

FINANCES 1962 
1962 Program goal; $14,428:·75· 
Note: all local expenses, quotas, debt payment met to date (26 Sept 1962) 

Custodian: M. Milton Scott 
Cemetery care 
Note: work day at church 

PROPERTY MJUNTENAlfCE 1962 

Today (1,62) 572 organized Christian Reformed congregations 
(and J2 unorganized groups) are found in the United States and Canada.. 
There are the follmving numb'er in each of these provinces or states: 

Canada: Iowa 52 
British Columbia 21 Kansas 2 
Alberta J' MassachusettsJ 
Saska tche"Tan 2 I;J:ichigan 169 
Manitoba 4 Minnesota 28 
Ontario 80 Montana 4 
~uebec 1 Nebraska 1 
New Bruns\vick 1 New Jersey 25 
Nova Scotia 4 Ne~~T rilexico J 
Prince Edward Island 1 Ne1nT York 8 

United Sta.tes: North Carolina. 1 
Alaska 2 North Dakota 2 
Arizona 2 Ohio 8 
California J2 Oregon 2 
Colorado 8 Pennsylvania 1 
District of Columbia 1 South Dakota 12 
Florida 8 Texas 1 
Idaho 1 Utah J 
Illinois J6 \iashington 17 
Indiana 12 Wisconsin 16 
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Stmmrdsnip PrORrar:l &'1cl Related COL1nittee StructUre 

The new stewardship progron accounted for ouch of the distinctiveness of 1962. 

The activities of the congregation functioned within the framework of 

the six f.:ajor COlJI:1ittees in line with the stewardship prograD. Report letters 

carryip~ infornation about the 1962 progran were written by the pastor, ~uarterly 

statenents were nailed to nenbers by the financial secretary; envelopes were used 

for the deposit of weekly cOLTI:litoents; and a regular feature of the weekly bulletin 

WaS a rtL'1ning report of financial status in terns of progra~ needs and actual re-

ceipts. The faithfulness to conDitnents Dade possible systenatic and pronpt pay-

nent of all obligations thus far. 

EvangelisD Connittee (Elder Janes ~ua.ckenbush) 
-.!.....:...& :w JiUC2 

The EvangelisI:1 COLlL1ittee is l'responsible for leadership in our nission re-

sponsibilities, both to this cOLlnunity and to the far corners of the 1Ilorldl!. ll.n 

i;.1portant task was assuned by Dr. Poutru:la when he agreed to explore ways 

and noans of confrontir~ tho ion wi th infornation about and prOl:lOting an 

understa.ndi~~ of the ional uission challenges (radio broadcasting. hone 

and foreign nissions, etc.). .Another post, still unfilled. for which this COJ:LiJittee 

is responsible is that of church newspaper reporter. More serious. recruitucnt 

for visitation teans has Det with little response. 

For the orientation of nOT:'! r.aenbers into the fellolllship of the congregation 

the EvangeliST] COLlL1ittDe nade provision for tho gift of a l1Ne\1T Menber Packet II , 

the ass of a nonbor as "Fello1l1ship Friends ff, and a. vis! t fron the 

SteWardship CODlCli ttee to acquaint then with the prograr.1 of the church. 

A ftTract for the W'eektr is distributed to the congregation each Sunday with 

the encourageoent to pass it on to a neighbor or friend. 

This connittee is also accountable for the weekly r~intena.nce of the outdoor 



1962 

bulletin board and for seeip~ that our church's share of denoDinational and 

classical expense is paid regularly. In Hay i~arra.nge(t for Monsey representa-

tives to visit the Manhattan CRC. 

The biggest iteD on the cODoittee's agenda. however, was our first experi-

ence 'vi th a SUDI1er ivorkshop in Missions teao. Rev. Lewis, local leader. attended 

Field Leaders l Conference in Grand Rapids. Michigan early in 1962. ince the team 

of six young people was chosen froD applicants to their local Young ~alvinist 

League. preparations were Dade for their arrival on 23 June for a five weeks 1 

whirlwind of activity. At the morning worship service on 24 June John Addink, 

Paula Erondseoa, Carol Hoekzema, Jeny Lou 'sburn. Henry Pott, and Nancy Vonena 

were welconed and CODLlissioned to the period of voluntary study and service to 

'lThich they had given thenselves; and on 26 June. after two days in retreat, the 

team Was received by the congregation at a welcone dinner. Lectures. cOIDLrunity 

calls, tracting. early Darning retreats. individual counseling, DYES and Sunday 

School teaching. visits to other churches, hospitals. all these and more tell 

the story of our first SI'fIMers, who gave a SUDr.iary of their work at a farewell 

prograD on 29 July_ Tho Otis M. Mapes I , J. Hanilton Scott's. and John Vander 

Ploegts were hosts to t,,,,o each of the SWIMers. It is hoped that this concentrated 

program of the SUDDer be a Deans of increasing the activity of the congregation in 

the community. Teacher Volunteer Carol Sybesna was to have assisted the team, 

but due to illness was not able to CODe to Monsey. 

Worship Connittee (Eldor John Hoogstra) 

Six Month Report 6 July 1962 by pastor: 
THIS conrJittee has held regular meetings to supervise the 

ushers, the weekly newsheet, organists, pulpit supplies. 
etc. A concrete result of this cODrJitteels planning has 
been the inauguration of the I hyICl.ll sing I at the beginning 
of the evening service on the first Sunday of the Donth. 
This coooi ttee '''ill also supervise a progran for children 
to be presented by Miss Betty Worrall (TV's tAunt Bettyl) 

in our church on Friday, Sept. 28. 
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Christian Education CO)JlJittee (Elder \'1. Howard F.ornsby) 

Under the supervision of this cor:1rJ.i ttee app~r Sundny School, catechisr.1. 

DVBS, prayer neetings, library, audio-visuals, FarJily Life Discussion Group. 

boysl and girls! groups. spiritual retreats. correspondence courses, and pro-

notion of Christian day school education. 

News about the Sunday School fror.1 the Six Month Report 6 July 1962 by pastor: 

THE spotlight here is to be focused on the nissionary now being 
supported in part by our School~ Due to the fact that 
Sunday School expenses are now net by church offerings, the 
Sunday School offerip~s r~ve been freed for a special cause. 
After consulting "lith our denoninational boards, the Sunday 
School has agreod to provide Mr. Peter Bulthuis, teacher
nissionary in Africa, \,rith $500.00 each year on a perDallCnt 
basis. A copy of Mr. Bulthuis I letter to the Sunday School 
and pastor is enclosed as well as a picture of the Bulthuis 
fanily. \1e hope you put the picture in a proninent place 
in your hODe so that you will be reninded to pray regularly 
for our nissionary, and that you will be regular and. faith-
ful in wri ting to hin and his 

The Bulthuis faL1ily consists of Mr. Peter a..'1d r-:!rs. l;{inifred Bulthuis 

with four children: Douglas Allen 14, Susan 12, Ellen Marie 9, and Peter 

Herman 4. Their address: Mkar P.A. Gboko P. O. N. Nigeria. West Africa 

DYES Was held 9-20 July this year with a steady average attendance of about 

70. Substantial support was given the SWIM team. Adult DYES was held four 

evenings on the topic l11Jnderstanding the Jewish Religion 1t• 

According to the 6 July report by Pastor Lewis: 

OTHER high spots in the past six oonths for the Christian 
Educational proGrao of the church have becn (1) the Spiritual 
Retreat for Den early in April at the Warwick Estates, (2) 
the cataloginr; of the books in the Library and the availability 
of the books n01'l" flOr loan to DODDers and friends of the congre
gation, (3) the Sunday School Retreat held at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hornsby out of "\IIThich carne rlany good plDllS for the 
Sunday School progrc£ of the church in the coming , (4) 
overture to Classis Hackensack fron the Monsey consistory re
garding the possibility of establishing a Classical agency 
to coordinate activities and efforts of the Christian Reformed 
Sunday Schools in the east (this overture is now under con
sideration by a specially appointed study CODL1ittee of Classis). 
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(Deacon Jack Stienstra; later Otis M. Mapes) 

This cOIDDittee is in charge of finances. d~t. insurance, auditing. etc. 

Pastor1s report 29 January: 
THE most significant accoDplishnent here has been the arrangement 

of a cOrlpletely ne", systaLl for handling and recording the 
finanCeS of the church. New records have been established for 
the Oomptroller and the Treasurer of the Diaconate. Mr.. 
Edward Oampbell has displayed considerable efficiency and 
enthusiasrl as Conptroller ••• 

Pastorts report" 6 July: 
••. DEBT paYrlonts are being met on tiwe ($225.00 every 3 

Donths), and Mrs. Lehoberg, Financial Secretary, will 
certainly establish a legend for her handling of the 
records of our offerings. 

Christian Service Conr~ttee (Deacon Sterli~; Pitt, later Marvin Poutsna) 

This connittee is charged with direction of the annual stewardship enlistment 

c~~paign. benevolence, the service organizations of the church. the social activi-

ties of the congregation, and during this year was requested to make arrangements 

for a program to cOl~emorate the tenth anniversary of the church t s reorganh:ation. 

On 26 September a program was held and on 30 Septeober a dedication worship service. 

'I<{orthy of oention in the area of Christian service is the program of oonthly 

visits instituted during the year by t~£ Young Married Wonen's Guild to a group of 

WODen patients at Rockland State Hospital. Something in the line of a program is 

offered, refreshments are served, and the renaining tille is spent visiting with 

the patients. Dany of whon receive no regular visitors. 

Building and Grounds Committee (Deacon Fred Dykstra) 

The work of this cO[lli1ittee consists in overseeing the work of the custodian 

and volunteer workers, IJt1.king provision for necessary repairs and inlprovements on 

church properties. cenetery care, long-range planning for expanded facilities. 

During the first six months of 1962 the coooittee made several repairs. among theo 

control of water seepage into the downstairs library-office rooD SO that it could be 

restored to fuller use. 



And this is the story of our little white church until 26 September 1962. 

A long time ago-much longer ago than 1952, and even than l825-and far away 

'in ASin. }1inor, there were seven churches. Their origin and histories are not so 

well known to us. But there is something about each of these churches that Christ 

wants us to know and for thnt reason, through revelation to John the apostle, had 

these things recorded in Holy Scripture. These churches were distinguished by 

various spiritual characteristics, but in their sevenfold completeness represent 

the church of Christ of all ages. The names of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira. 

Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea recede into the background as the one church 

\L.'1.iversal emerges prominent. What was true of these churches is true in Varying 

degrees of the church of Christ today. And what the Lord said to them He also 

says to us. 

The Lord pictured Himself as the One Walking among the seven churches, or 

candlesticks, His lights in the world. And these are the letters addressed to the 

seven churches: 

(Here read and consider Revelation 1:4--J:22) 

Have you been able to sense the meaning of these messages for our Monsey Church? 

Is it possible that the Lord says to us at this point of reviewing our past, particu-

larly the last ten years: 

Christian Reformed Church of Monsey, New York, 

I am the One Who walks alongside you, My candlestick, 
in this comnunity, and the One Who knows all about 
you. I knO\1T all your "fork for loie and your patience, 
faithfulness. service and witness. 

I know that you have been very busy. I have observed 
you for ten years (and more)· and oh, if only I could 
say that you loved ~-'le now just as you did in the be
ginning! 

I know t~.t your life is not at atc$e for the sake of 
the gospel as was tho Case in the church at Smyrna; 



but if you were to be persecuted like that, would 
I find you faithful? And even in the small perse
cutions that you may endure, and in t~ poverty 
that may come to you, do you know that'you are 
rich? These are preparation for higher ~ervice. 

I know exactly where you live. I know all about 
Monsey and every detail of difficulty challenging 
you in your witness of Me in this community. But 
do not forget--it was I Myself Who placed you in 
this environment. As My candle, you have the 
unique opportunity of holding My faith and witnese
ing to My Name. My standards remain as high as ever. 
In order to keep your light clear, there must be 
discipline of erring members. 

I know, too, the temptations for you to compromise 
with the world, to eliminate the difference between 
the church and the world so that the church presumably 
will have more influence, to lower membership require
ments so that more people can be members. Please re
member the church is pIT Holy Bride to be kept holy; 
and the only \'!ay for the church to maintain a good 
influence on the world is to keep the level of the 
Christian life high. 

Monsey Church, you. too, have a name. You stand for the doctrine of 
truth. hold regular worship services and offer plenty of activities 
for your members9 But there is something missing in your relation
ship with Me that leaves you quite dead in My sight. i'f.hile you have 
the opportunity, make certain that your name is an expression of what 
you really are-tvly true and living witness. 

I know that you are a small church, in fact the only church in your 
town. And I have set before you an open door of opportunity to preach 
the Gospel--to a gr~ling population and even to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel-and one day I will make even those '-tho are your chief 
accusers to acknowledge that you are My people. 

I also notice complacency among you--a lukewarmness which is distaste
ful to Me. I wish you were either fervent in your service--or cold, 
for then there is hope of kindling devotion. Come to Me humbly, thrOWing 
aside your self-sufficiency, and prove Me to fulfill all your needs .. 

Church of Monsey: I love you. and whom I love. I discipline. Repent 
of your lack of love, your weakness in discipline, your deficiency in 
being a strong influence in the community. your emjJ;ty works. your 
lukewarmness. your failure to be My light to the world. Or I will 
come in judgment and, if necesaary. e~en remove your candlestick. 

To those who overcome, who cling to Me in faith. I offer the fullness 
of eternal fell~wship with Me. the Lord Jesus Christ, which the crowns 
and white robes and thrones all symbolize. 

Hear. you who have ears to hear. what the Spirit s~s to the churches! 
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