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Mgy : butit was not my fortune to fee them fooner ;
wlnch if I had, I might have been able probably to have
made my account better. But notwith(anding itis imper-
fedt, it may, 1 hope, introduce better from “others : or
however be a teftimony of my great Veneration for the
Auguit Royal Society, and obedience unto the commands
thereof, who at one of their Meetings fome time fince,
‘were pleafed to defire me to procufe, or give an account
of this matter.

IV. Some Obfervations concerning the Invention and Tro-
grefs of Printing, to the Tear 1465, Occafioned by
by the Reverend Mr Ellis’s Letter, exhibited in Phil.
Tranf. No 286. Pag. 1416,

%w Hat this Gentleman fays about the Books Printed at
‘Harlaems by Launrence Kofler, agreeing {o well with
the account given by Theodore Sehrevelins and others,leaves us
fittle or no room to doubt (whomuftneedsralieit for grant=

ed that his Obfervation isaccurate,and the Dates to be true 3)

whether the Honour of the Invention be due to this or the
_‘other Cities,whofe Writers have To eagerly contended for ity
‘fince none of them have pretended to {hew any Boglk Prifit
ed fo foon as 4. D. 1430 Or 1432, oOf near that time, 5;
the difficulty lies, either in thewing why the Practice of th
Art {hould be at a {tand from 4. D. 1432, tothe noted Re-
wiving of it at Mentz by Fobn Fuft and” Peter Sréaefcr, who
(Cas it has been vulgarly, but errone euﬂy faid ) did Pring
the firt Printed Book there A.:D. 1465 mm:.%f, Tully's
'Oj]nes: or elfe, in giiing any to‘xex"mle account of the
Pro refs of this Invention “during an Interval of above 30
yea
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Boxborniws ( as § remember ) as well as Schrevelins and
~sther Authors, do exprefsly fay, ( and if they had not, it
~atght well be imagin'd ) that Kofter could not advance this
favention {o far, as'to Print {o large a Work as the Speculum
Saluiis withont gracdus! Improvements; and that his firft
Efnvs were on loo{e and {mall leaves of Paper, before he
weeempred whole Books.  Thefe being loofe and fingle, are
fupposd to be all loft : but I once obfervid a loofe leaf of
Farer iz Offave, lying in an old MS. Breviary in her Majefty’s
floval Library at 8% James's, which I then thought ( and
am &ill in che fame opinion, that "twas one of Kofler's firlt
Pieces 5 done when he had attain’d to fome Experience in
the Art, and to get Monéy. 'Tis a littlerude Wooden Cut,
of the five Wounds of our Blefled Saviour, and the Inftru.
ments of his Paflion, with a Latiz Infcription at the bot-
tom, to thispurport, that Thofe who fhould fay fo many
Ave Marizs beforeit, thould have fo many thoufand years
of Pardon. Inthis Cut or Print, the Ink which made it
was Wrising Ink, and ‘twas all Black, without thofe other
Colours with which Koffer {eems afterwardsto have adorn’d
his Books.

In the abovementioned Box/orains’sBook deOrigine Artis
Typographice, tis faid, that Hadrianws Funius had a Book
Printed by Koffer,and like that kept in the Cheft at Harlaens
Now amongft thofe Bequeath’d to the Bodleyan Library at
Oxford, by Mr Francis Junius (who was a Kinfman of Ha-
drian’s) there is a thin Book in a{mall Folio (Numbred 31.)
which may probably be the fame; and which Mr Fofs, a
Yearned and curious Darifh Gentleman, did affure me was
very like to that at Harlaem. This contains the Sum of
the Hiftory of the Old Teftament, all reprefented in rude
Wooden Cuts, colored with divers colors, without
Shadows ike to our Cards, (‘which, with Shkeei= Ballads, are
remains of the old manner of Printing,) and Stamp’d upon
one Side only 5 the white fides of two Leaves being pafted

to-



{ 1509 )

together 5 the Black both in the Pictures and Lufiriptions

which fhew the meaning of them, be-
-ing * Writing Ik, (as the aforefaid
Leaf ) inartificially {pread upon the
Wooden Block 5 here thick, there thin ;
fpreading and yellowifh 5 the Letters
extreamly rude, and all together ma-
nifeftly thewing that the Art was yet in
its Infancy. The Stamping of this

* It is to be wifl’d that
MrElis,when he hadKeger’s
Books in his Hands, had
obferv’d whether the Black
Ink, was Priuting Ik o
not ; whether Kopffer's Pi-
ure was antient, and co-
lonr’d-or not 5 or if there
were'more in eitherof the
Books; whether the whole

was Cut upon Wood, ox

Book on one Side only,was not (as fome
Compog’d with Prinsing Lot~

think) becaufe the Printer did not -ompsdw 0 -
know how to difpofe the Pagesin {ych masres foretheear::azi;:j;g,
manner, as might be proper and eafy &
forthe Book-Binders ufe 5 for it has its
Signatures all along in Minufeule Letters, (fet in the mid-
dle of the Page, which is remarkable ;) but becaufe it was
thought that the Paper would not bear a fecond Iinpreffion
onthe back fide 5 juftas the Fook-writers of thofe times("'when
Paper began to be cheap, and to be made up into Books)
would yet have the firft and laft Leafof each Quaternio,Senio,
&ec: to be of Parchment for firength’sfake. ThisBook (as I
remember ) isimperfect, and has no Datenow appearing, and
perhaps never had any 5 neither has {uch znother Bookas
this, which contains the Hiffory of St John and the Apeca-
lypfe, in fuch like wooden coloured Pitures and Infcriptions.
This is inferibed L 4 U D, E. é5.in the {ame Bodleyan Li-
brary, and has its Signatures alfo in Majufiule Letters ( asin-
deed [ have obferved Sigzatures in many MSS. of different
Ages, as high as 1000 years-ago and upwards, expreffed
either by Letters or Numbers.) This Book, tho Printed on
one Side, and Pafted as the former; is yet more elegant,
and fhews that the Art was much improved. And here it
may not be impertinent to obferve, that in the fame Library
(Areh. B. Bodi. 88.)is an antient MSS with the fame Figures
and Inferiptions, tho the Habits of the Figuresbe different,
thofe of the MS being of the older Fathien, and ‘tis
very
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very likely that there is another Copy-of this Book in the
Emperors Library at Vieunas for Lambecins, Commens. d¢ Bib.
lioth. Caf. Lib. 1. Pag. 772. reckons amonglt thofe which
he brought away from the Archi-ducal Library at Infpruck,
a Book of which he gives this Account, Apocalyp/is S. Foansnis
Apoftoii & Evangelifte Latino Gernranica, chartacea in folio,
una cum Fita ipfins, Omullis fignris ligno incifis, que proper
vetufbatens fuans fpeFatu funt dignilfime, and in this Book at
Oxford, befides the Printed Cuats, allo a Commentary upon
the Apocalypfe in. High-Dutch.  Belides thefe two moft
antient Prmted: Books, Mr Bagford told me that in the
Manufeript Library of Corpus Chrifti or Bewnet College in Cane-
bridge he faw a third, containing: the Hifbory of -our Seviour,
Printed on one Side only of the Paper, with fuch Iike
Wooden Cuts; but yet more neatly than either ¢f the
totmer, which I had before thewn him at Oxford. And thefe
three Books,being as is before faid,Stamp’d but on-one ffide of
the Leaf ; the whole wronght or cist upon Wood 5 tiot Set or
Lowmpofed with Printing Letter 5 and Printed with Writing
Ink 5 do {ufficiently demonfirate that the Art was as yet
in its Infancy ; and may,tho they bear no Workmons Name,
‘be very reafonably afcribed to Koffer, not only becaufe
no bedy elfe lays claimto ’em, but becaufe in divers Cir-
cumitances they agree with the Hiftory of the Man,and with
what remains of his Workmanthip. "If it beasked why
Kofier did not fet his Name,and the Year to thefe Books, as
well as o that at Farieem, mentioned by Mr Ellis? It may be
anfwer'd, thar Schrevelins rellus that Kofler bound Fifl above.
mentioned , by Qath 10 fecrecy,  and not to betray
the Are to any perfon whatfoever. Wherein ‘tis like-
3y, that his defign was not {o much to let the World think,
that he had 2 new wa§ of muliplying the Copy of a Book
much quicker thap the quickefl Penman 5 bur that he de.
digned to Impofe upon the World, by felling his Printed
Books, for New-Written Copies, whereby the Book-Writer
and Mewinstor muft (asbe wight well precend) be fo paid

or
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for their Work, as to maintain themfelves and Families. This
Trick might be long undifcovered in and about Harleem.
becaufe there was no othcr Printing, whereby this might be
condemn’d; but at length,as Boxhornius and Schrewelins write,
F/lﬂ ran away with al' hlS Mafters Tcols and Materi:ls, and
in Procefs of time fet up a Printefs Shop at Mentz, being al.
fited by his Servant Peter Schoeffer (a Y oung Man of a good
Genius) who afterwards Married bis Daugnter, and became
his Partner in the Bufines. The Story gues, that thys
Fobn Fuft went to Paris (but whether before or after his
Tettling at Mentz, | cannot tell ;) and that he thereofferd
a great number of Printed Bibles to fale, asif they were
Manyferipts, But the Frenck were not to be fo caught. They
confidered the numbér of thefe Books, and their ¢xalt con-
formity to one another throtighout the whole, to a Line,
a Word, a Letter, a Point, and that'the be(t of Book-
Writers could not be thus exat, and therefore by Indifting
him of Diabolical Magic (or threatmg him with it) they at
once gave birth to the Story of Docfor Fanftus, and caufed
him to difcover theArt. And T doubt not butabout this time,
very many Books were Printed and Sold- for Manuferiprs,
1 hiaving feen divers fuch Books without Dates,which look'd
rather older than any! have feen with them. 1 fpeak How
of thofe that are Set or Compos'd of Letter,; which with
Priuting-Ink of Lamp-Black and Oy}, and the Printizg: 1'reﬁ,
is faid to be the Improvement of- Scboeﬁ'er above-mentioned ,
tho Selrevelins with lefs reafon aferibes the two former to
his Countryman Koffer.

‘When Fyﬂ and Schoefler oega nfiut toWwW cm at Mew o
is uncermm, but the firft mertion 1 6nd of h 1, 2sa Printer
at Mentz, is in Schrevelius, Haslowm pIg 272, vhere he fays
that this Fuff (or Fanflus ashe callshim) PL‘U;lﬂxf‘d Aexandri
Doitrinale cum Petri Hifpani titl(nu’l)z/f Ao D 1442 but this
and {ome other Books mentioned by Writers on this fubject,
arenever f2id to-be extant in any particalar place, in oxder

to be co,zftl!cd upen occaﬁo ns and therefore their Titles
.1,3

ang
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and Dates are not {o much to berelied upon. Bat another
ate,which tho not o Old,is more Authentic, may be found.
in the above cited Book of Lambecins, Pag.989. where he.
{ayshe brought away from Infpruck amongft otner choice Vo-
Inmes,and placed in the Imperial Library at Viesna, a Plalter
Printed upon Parchment, with this Infcription at the end,
Prafeins Plalmorum codex venuflate Capitalium decoratus, Ru-
bricationibufg; fufficienter diffinifus, adinventione artificiofa
smprimends ac charallerizandi, abfque calarii ulle exaratione
fec efigiatus, & ad enfebiam dei induftrie cft confummatus per
Johannem ¥uft, Civese Moguintinum, & Petrume Schofer de
Gernszleim, anno Domini millefrmo CCCCLVIL inVigilia Af-
[umptionis. From this time there are conftant Remains of the
Induftry. of thefe Men;and I can mention more Books Print-
ed by them, thanthe Durandus (inthe Library of Bafl in
Switzerland) Printed ("as a Gentleman who faw it, told me)
4.D. 1458.  Joannes Joanuenfis's Catholicon (in her Majefty’s
and the Lord Bifhop of Norwich's Libraries, ) Printed 1460,
The Latin Bible of 1462, yet extant in the French Kings
Library, and in divers Moxafteries beyond the Seas, and
perhaps in Engla;zd.\ The Tully's Oﬂ;ce: Printed both in
1465 and 1466, (if both thefe be not the fame Edition,
the laft Sheet.or Leaf being Compos'd afrcth: ) and fo on
till Sehoeffer work’d for himfelf after the Death of Fuf?,
and Scheeffer's Pofterity after him. But I willingly forbear
the Catalogue, in hopes that this, with that of the other
old Printers throughout Exrope, and efpecially of our Englifh
Workmen, with their Devices, the Effgies of moft of them,
and a multitude of uncommon Remarks relating to Writing,
Printing, Parchment, Paper, Binding, &c. will becommu-
nicated to the World, when Mr Bagford's Papers-thall be
digefted ;5 nor do I think it ingenuous or honeft to prevent
};xm in thefe his Labors, which have coft him fo many Years
aing,

A word or two more Itake leave to add, that upon the

firlt difcovery of the Art by Fuft at Parks, or at his firft
Settle
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Settlement or publick Profeflion of it at Mentz, it quick-
ly fpread over the beft parts of _

Europe, * and was commonly ufed in ﬁoniog;;ig:?iﬁbfi}éﬂ‘;
other Countries betore ‘twas known in 2wk, where, or whercin
England (notwithftanding what fome uieg hepsmer ds il ol
Writers do affirm to the contrary; jthe their Lacter, Lalick, Roman,
firft Book that we pretend to have been 260 & Aufin, Ca-

. - i . wom,Pica, Primer,Brevier, 8.
Printed here, being Hierome (or rather
Rufinus) on the Creed, Printed at Oxford, 4. D. 1468.

To prove this in fome meafure (not to mention the
progre{s of Printing in other Countries ) I inftance in
Italy, and particularly Rome. Here, mnot to infift on
the large Catalogue of Printed Books deferibed in anp
Epiftle to Pope Xyftus IV. Publifhed at the beginning of
the V. Tome of the Bible printed with Lyra’s Commentaries
at Rome, A. D. 1472, and tranfcribed by Boxhornius 5 Ik
fhall only relate the fum of what I meet with in Bernard
Mountfaucor’s Diarium Italicum, Tom. 1. page 355, 256.
"Tis that Foannes Alerienfis, in a flattering Epiftle to Pope
Paul 11,  who was eletted 4. D. 8464.) congratulates him,
becanfe Printing was firft usd at Rome, under his Pontificat.
Which if {poken of the very firft praftice of the Art at
Rome, and not of an eftablithed Imprimery, fecems to be
falfe, becaufe this learned Monk, in the fame place, fays be
faw a Laantius in the Mufeun (or Study) of Monfienr de le
Thuilliere, which bas thefe words at the End, Lafantii F.rmi.
ani Inflitutiones cufee in vemerabili Monaflerio Sublacenfi anno
1461, antepenuliima Oobris. Now unlefs o man will fup-
pofe Printing to be invented in this Monaftery, he muft
believe it to be brought hither from Rome, whichis but
about 20 Miles diftant from it.  And the {fame Author fays,
that Bloravantes Martinellus in bhis Ronea Sacra, affirms that
Printing was prattifed at Rome in the Palace of the Maximi,
A. D. 1455, under Pope Nicolaus V. by Conrad Sweynheim
and Arnold Pannartz, who were both Germans,and con-
tinued Printers there for many Years after.

Lzzzrzzz1 , The
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‘The Cuftom of putting the Dates of Printed Boos at the
Fnd of them, was taken up in Imitation of divers the middie.
aged and recenter Manufcripts (for I never {aw or heard of
any antient Manufcript in Capital Letters, either Geeekor { a-
tin, which hasa profefs'd Date writtenin-the firft hand; ) but
here the Infpector otight to be cautious, left he be led into
an Error : For feveral Manafcripts at the End have a Date,
which may be by fome under{tood ot the time when thofe
individual Copies were written, whenas they enly notifie
the time when the Author fnif’d his Werk, And {ome
of thefe Dates, being printed from the Manuferipts, have
deceived many curious men. For Example, the firft Edi-
tion of Lyndwood, Paulus a SanFa Maria, and others which
I could name. Befides, fome Dates in antient Printed
Books, being not correfted, are falfe; fuch as a Book
printed in the beginning of the 16th Century, in the
Library belonging to the Afhmolcin Mufeum at Oxford,
which thus pretends to 4co or 570 years of Age. A Fulius
Hyginus once fhewed to me by Mr Millington the Baokfeller,
printed at Paris (as there put down) A». Done. MCCCCXIL
inftead of MCCCCCXII. For the Printer is mention'd as
then living in 2 Origine de I' Imprimerie de Paris. 1 have
indeed a Book wherein, amongft other Tralls, is one of
an old Print, at the end of which there feems to be fuch a:
Miftake, tho not fo eafily rettified as the former. The
words are thefe, Explicit opufculum Enee Sylvii de dushus
amantibus in Civitate Leydenfi Anno Domini Millefimo CCCC
quadragefimo tertio LE I EN. Now tho Leyden feems to
be the place wkere "twas printed, yet 1443 cannot be the
ume whens for jult before Sylvius fays himfelf, Vale, ex
Vienna quinto Nonas Fulias Mo CCCC guadragefinio qnarto.
Sylvius was ele¢ted Pope by the name of Pius 1. A. D.1458,
and died 4. D. 1464. Now it may feem probable. that if
this Tralt was printed after his EleGtion (as fuppofed. D.
1463.) or even after his Deceafe, his Papal Dignity might
have been remembred s If it be judg'd to bave been

printed.
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printed before his Eletion, I know none that will allow of
Printing at Leyden, (or even in Lyons) fo very early.

One Objetion may be urg’'d againft what is faid of
Kofter’s or the old printed Books above-mentioned, being
printed upon Paper about 4. D. 1430, or foon after. For
fome Authors are of opinion, that Paper made of Linnen
Rags was firft made at Ba/il, by fome Greeks who fled out of
their Country after the Saccage ot Conflantinople,A. D. 145
in Imitation of the Cottor Paper,commonly ufed inthe Levant.
But this can have no force, our Paper being much older:
For I have a piece,the Writing upon which feems to be about
350 years old, and agrees very well with a Charter which
I have feen of Thomas Beuchamp Ear} of Warwick,bearing date
A.D.1358. and 32 Edw III. In the Archives of the Library
belonging to the RR. Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, 1 faw
an Inventory of the Goods of Henry Prior of Chrifts Church
there,taken upon his Deceafe,(as1 remember) the 20th year
of K. Edward 11I. and this is written upon Paper. ln the
Cottonidn Library, tho’ fearching after other matters, I could
not but obferve feveral Writings upon our F4per, in the
time of moft of our Kings and Queens, as high as the 15th of
K. Edward 111 and 1 doubt not but that there are others
more antient in the fame place. But in the E4ff, the ue of
Cotton Paper is much more antient, and I have in the Bod-
leyan Library, feen an Arabick Manufcript (ameng(t thofe
which the Univerfity bought of Dr Huntingdon) written in
the 427th of the year Hegira, 1. e. A.D. 1049,and others in
the fame place without Dates, {eem older.

The Proximity of the {ubjelt, caufesme here to take na-
tice, that tho the Inventionof the Ro:liuzg Prefs is commonty
afcribed to Lipfius 5 yetit feems older thanbis time, from a
printed Bookin the Bodleyan Library,placed LAVD. D.138.
‘This is aMiffale fecundum nfumEcclefra Herbipolenfis(i. e Wariz-
burg in Germany.) Rodolfus Arch Bithop of thatChurch fets
forth in an Inftrument at the beginning of the book,the rea-
fons why he Taufed thisMiffal to be publithed,which Inftru-

Lz7rzz2721:?2 ment
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ment bearsdatethe 8th of Novesber 1481.by which time he
ordersall theCopies to be finithed by JoriusRyfer his Printer,
who feems 10 have done fo, fince his Name, and this Year
1481, 1s writtenat the end of the Book. inftead of aSeal to
this Inftrment is an Engraven Print, being the Arus of the
See fupported by 2 Angels, and St Kilian (its frft Rifhop and
ProteCor)behind 5 as alfo this Prelate’s own Arms with thofe
of the See in another Efcutcheon, and a very fine Mantling.
This is extremely well engraven for the time, and equals
the performances of fome of our beft Workmen at prefent.
The evident marks of prefure by the Plate, with fome
touches of Ik at the Edges, the rou:hnefs of the Print, and
other Circumftances concurring, I thought this mult needs
be wrought off at the Rolling-prefs.  But being unwilling
to rely too far upon my own Judgment, I fhewed it to
divers very knowing and curious Gentlemen, to feveral
Printers, Engravers, and others working conftantly at the
Rolling Prefs, who all concurr’d ( tho at different times,
one not knowing what another had faid) that ’twas not
only excellently well engraven {and this before «lbers
Durer's time ) but that it was certainly pull'd from the
Rolling-Prefs, and could be done no other way. And that
this Print was not done after that time, appears from feveral
Notes written here and there in the Book. One of them
fpecifies that Williawe Kewfth, Vicar of St Bartholomew's
Church in Wartzburg,bought this Book the fame year, 14871,
paying 18 Florins forthe Parchment, Printing, Rubrication,
linmination and Binding. By another it appears, that he
gave itto his Church for ever. And by fome others it ap-
pears that it remained there during the times of his feveral
Succeflors, till the laft Age, when, as I fuppofe, the
Swedes, under Guftavus Adolphus, plunder’d the Charch,
and brought it out.
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