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On the evening of 28th June 2009 information was received
that an Indian Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris) fledgling
was being attacked by a flock House Crows (Corvus
splendens) and the fledgling was lying on the ground in
Sakkardara locality of Nagpur city. People had gathered
there to see the �unusual� bird. Hence the parent Hornbills

could not come down to rescue or defend the hapless
fledgling. The fledgling was rescued and kept at residence
of a nature enthusiast, Mr. Minitesh Tapre for the night.

On 29th June 2009, it was brought to the first author�s
residence. We found that the fledgling was slightly injured
because of the attack by the House Crows. At the same
time it was in a dazed and  distressed condition.

On that day, we force-fed it with ripe berries of Neem
(Azadirachta indica) (n=2), ripe Jamun berries (Syzygium
cumini) (n=4) and ripe Umbar (Ficus racemosa) (n=1) fig.
All these fruits were collected fresh from the trees nearby
the researcher�s house. We tried to force-feed it with a

Garden Lizard (Calotes versicolor) but it did not swallow it

for a long time. Hence it was discarded. The fledgling was
kept in a separate room. It perched on a small stick which
was brought and kept in the room between two supports.
The fledgling roosted on the stick with neck retracted in the
shoulders for the night.

The fledgling was again force-fed with Pipal figs (Ficus
religiosa) (n=2) and F. racemosa figs (n=3). It was observed
that the fledgling was regurgitating the large seeds of Neem
(Azadirachta indica) and Jamun (Syzygium cumini) through
the bill and not excreting it. Also it regurgitated the thin skin
of the Neem berries through the bill. In the afternoon the
fledgling became active and started taking small flights in
the house. It flew away when we approached it for force-
feeding. It hid itself behind the baggage in the house.

Also, if food was kept in front of the fledgling in a plate or
even if the food was offered to the fledgling by hands, the
fledgling did not consume it. Hence, the fledgling was again
force-fed with one fig of Jamun and one fig of Umbar in the
evening. This night the fledgling roosted in a tyre of a

Table. Breeding records of Lesser Whistling Teal in Kerala

S. Date Place Habitat Life history stage Observation
No Clutch size/

No of fledglings

1 7.vi.2001 Calicut District, Vellalashery Granite Quarry Eggs 7 Rajan C.P.

2 5.vi.2007 Calicut District, Kadalundy Paddy field Chicks 3 Authors

3 12.vi.2007 Malappuram District, Velimukku Chali Paddy field Chicks 2 Authors

4 10.viii.2007 Kasaragode District, Angadimugar Paddy field Chicks 2 Authors

5 8.vii.2008 Kannur District, Chenkurichal wetland Coconut palm � � Rajivan P.C.

6 19.vii.2008 Waynad District, Payyampalli,Mananthavadi �� Chicks 24 Vinayan.

7 21.vii.2008 Waynad District, Panamaram, � Chicks 2 Vinayan.

8 28.vii.2008 Waynad District, Padinjarathara, � Chicks 5 Vinayan

9 26.viii.2008 Kannur District, Chenkurichal wetland Coconut Palm nest Rajivan

10 24.x.2008 Calicut District, Kadalundy Paddy field Chicks 4 Authors

11 09.xi-2008 Malappuram District, Velimuku Chali Paddy field, Chicks 4 Authors

12 25.vi.2009 Trichur District, Erinjalakkuda near railway station On ground Eggs 11 Rafi KS

13 27.vi.2009 Ernakulam District, Thripunithura, Railway station, � � �  Vivek  A

14 12.vii.2009 Palakkad District, Thrinellayi � Chicks 4 Subramanyan.B
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motorcycle which was hanging in the gallery of the house.
Probably, the tyre looked like a natural hanging branch forming
a loop.

On 30th June 2009, the author along with Mr. Gopal Thosar
(Honorary Wildlife Warden of Nagpur district) and Dr. Anil
Pimpalapure (renowned birder of Nagpur) tried to locate the
parents of this hornbill fledgling at the same place from
where it was rescued. But no hornbills were sighted in the
area. So the attempt of releasing the fledgling was given up
for the day. The fledgling was given a diet of Curry Leaf
(Murraya koenigii) berries (n=4), Banyan figs (Ficus
benghalensis) (n=2) and Jamun berries (n=4).

On 1st July 2009, we started locating the hornbills in the
area from 0530 hours at the same place from where the
fledgling was rescued. At 0545 hours an adult Hornbill was
located on a Pipal tree. Immediately the fledgling was
released on a small Banyan tree (near the Pipal tree) studded
with ripe figs, hoping that adult Hornbills will locate the lost
fledgling again. The fledgling flew and hopped clumsily
among the branches of the Banyan tree. It settled in a leafy
branch. It called every few minutes.

The first author waited at the spot till 0730 hours . However, we
informed some of our birder friends to keep a watch on the
released fledgling on the tree. At 1400 hours, Mr. Tarun
Balpande, an enthusiastic birder, merrily informed us that two
adult Hornbills were feeding the fledgling on the same tree.

Then we along with Mr. Gopal Thosar, Dr. Anil Pimpalapure
and Aditya Joshi, enthusiastic birders, joined Tarun at the
spot at 1700 hours. The fledgling was still perched in the
same tree. At 1715 hours a male Hornbill arrived and fed
seven figs of Pipal (Ficus religiosa) to the fledgling. The
male flew back to the nearby Pipal tree. It came back to the
fledgling and fed it with one fig each of Pipal and Banyan
within next few minutes.

At 1727 hours the male flew to the nearby Pipal tree and the
fledgling also took a strong flight to the tree. Here the male
continued feeding the fledgling. Both hopped in the tree.

At 1730 hours a House Crow attacked the Hornbill fledgling.
The fledgling fell off from the perch and flew clumsily to a
nearby small tree branch. The male Hornbill aggressively
guarded the fledgling and escorted it to a dense tree. It
agitatedly flew to the fledgling and to an electric wire. The
male hornbill called �keeeya� many times (presumably to

summon the female). Some Common Mynas mobbed the
male hornbill but it did not pay much attention to them. At
1735 hours both the hornbills flew back to the Pipal tree.
Then both the hornbills hopped among the branches of the
tree till 1745 hours when the observations were stopped.
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Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh.

On our way to Bilaspur on 11th November 2009, eight
kilometres ahead of the near new High Court building (N
22.020000, E- 082.101920,  Altitude- 278 Mts ) two vultures
arrived from left , crossed road and flew eastwards. We
scanned the sky and noticed yet another pair of vultures
soaring and circling over the agricultural fields some 200
meters away. In all four vultures were noticed by us in this
area. It is emphasised here that the species was found
nesting about 15 Kms south of this area. About five years
ago, we could watch the vultures on road side trees on a
regular basis but thereafter they were never sighted here.

The nearest region, where the species still survives is
Aonrapani area of Achanakmar Wildlife Sanctuary, Distt
Bilaspur,  about 200 Kms.,  further north. There is a remote
possibility of vultures commuting from Achanakmar to this
locality. The four vultures sighted by us are perhaps nesting
and roosting somewhere nearby and there is also the
possibility of a few more vultures occuring in this region.

All the same, the above sightings were not only encouraging
but also indicative of the fact that this species is possibly
recovering and re-establishing in the region.
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The Indian White-backed Vulture, which has reached acute
endangered status, was recently sighted at the following
locations.

Balaghat Distt, Madhya Pradesh.

on 18th Oct 2009 , at 14.30 hrs on our way to Kanha National
park , a solitary Indian White-backed Vulture (Gyps
bengalensis) was sighted between villages Dongaria �
Kaniya on Gandai  -Malajkhand road, Distt � Balaghat ,

Madhya Pradesh.  The solitary bird was soaring and circling,
about 200 mts to east of road, over fields and moving further
towards hills about  2 kms  away. We continually scanned
the horizon but no other vulture could be sighted by us.

The co-ordinates of the location are N-21 83�057" , E -080

81�713" , MSL -264 mts , this location is about 50 kms

south of Kanha National park ,where the species still exists
though in meagre numbers.

Though the possibility of vultures wandering from Kanha
National Park, to the region can not be ruled out, the hilly
tracts around Kaniya and Dongaria need to be explored for
the occurrence of an isolated population of Indian White-
backed Vultures.

mailto:cwsraipur@yahoo.co.in

