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Top Stories

Monarchy abolished in Nepal
The Nepalese Constituent 
Assembly has voted to abolish the 
monarchy. A large majority 
supported the vote in parliament. 
"The Nepalese people have been 
freed from centuries of feudal 
tradition and the doors have now 
opened for a radical social and 
economic transformation," said a 
government spokesperson.

UK study highlights child 
abuse by humanitarian 
workers
A study by the non-profit 

organisation 
Save the 
Children UK 
claims that a 
number of aid 

workers and peacekeepers from 
organisations such as the United 
Nations and Save the Children 
itself have engaged in sexual 
abuse of children in the course of 
their humanitarian efforts. The 
study also says that many of 
these incidents remain 
unreported, and those involved 
often go unpunished.

Two MBTA Green Line trains 
collide in Newton, 
Massachusetts
Two Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority Green 
Line trains have collided in 
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Newton. Both trains consisted of 
two cars, one of which rear-ended 
the other causing major damage 
on both trains, multiple injuries 
and trapped the female operator, 
of one of the two trains, 24 year-
old Terrese Edmonds, who 
subsequently died. An 
investigation by the National 
Transportation Safety Board is 
underway.

'Big Brother Australia' evictee 
recounts youth in 
controversial religious group
David Tchappat, a popular 
housemate recently evicted from 
the television reality program Big 
Brother Australia, has spoken out 
critically of his childhood 
experiences in the controversial 
religious group "Raven-Taylor-
Hales Brethren", referred to in 
Australian media as "Exclusive 
Brethren". Tchappat was a 
participant in the edition Big 
Brother Australia 2008, and was 
voted off the show on May 25.

Wikipedia Current Events

Prime Minister of Macedonia, 
Nikola Gruevski, states the 
country will not trade its name 
for EU or NATO membership. 
Greece vetoed Macedonia's NATO 
membership at the Bucharest 
summit and threatened to block 
Macedonia's EU entry as well if 
the name dispute is not resolved. 

•Kosovo delegation attends a 
European Parliament session for 
first time since declaring 
independence from Serbia. 
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•Morocco plans to introduce 
Daylight Saving Time on June 1st 
to both align its time zone with 
regional and international 
partners and reduce power 
consumption. 

Strong earthquake strikes 
southwestern Iceland
A strong earthquake with a 
magnitude 6.2 hit southwestern 
Iceland at 15:46 UTC. The 
epicenter was located 50 
kilometers (30 miles) from the 
nation's capital, Reykjavik.

At least 30 people are reported to 
have been injured, but so far there 
are no reports of deaths. Some 
buildings suffered minor damage 
along with the main road leading 
into the town of Selfoss, which has 
been closed. Almost 6,400 people 
live in the town.

"People are mostly shocked and 
scared but no one is seriously 
injured so far," said Soffia 
Sigurdardottir, a rescue worker 
assisting those in need of help.

"Everything was shaking. The 
glass in the windows shook and 
everybody was just really scared," 
said Audbjorg Olafsdottir, an 
economist in Reykjavik.

At least 300,000 people live in 
Iceland. In June of 2000, a 
magnitude 6.6 quake struck the 
nation, which had been the 
country's first major earthquake in 
88 years.
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First live advert in UK shown 
on British TV
The first ever live advert to be 
shown on British television was 
Broadcast today on Channel 4 at 
19:10 UTC. The advert, created by 
car manufacturer Honda, showed 
people jumping from the sky and 
forming the individual letters of 
the word HONDA as a group while 
falling. The image on the left 
shows the letter 'O' being formed 
in this way.

The sales director at Channel Four 
commented on the advert: "This 
concept breaks the boundaries of 
the 'perceived' confines of TV 
advertising, which is something 
Channel 4 is striving to do."

Before being shown, the advert 
was promoted on Channel 4. 
Directly before it, an announcer 
explained the event, saying why 
Channel 4 believed it to be a 
groundbreaking innovation.

Honda aimed to link the new 
advert with its new slogan, "If it's 
difficult it's worth doing."

The advert was broadcast from 
Spain, where it was 21:10 at the 
time of filming.

Liverpool One retail 
development opens
The one billion pound Liverpool 
ONE retail development has 
opened in Liverpool. A 42 acre 
area of the city has been cordoned 
off for 3 years as developers the 
Grosvenor Group rebuilt the area.

Currently about 40 shops are open 
and another 120 shops and 20 
bars and restaurants will open in 
September. The area also includes 
residential development and a 
cinema. The flagship store is John 
Lewis.

The development is the largest 

retail development in Europe and 
contains the longest single-span 
box bridge in the world. A Novotel 
and a £50m Hilton Hotel are 
included in the site. Early next 
year Chavasse Park will reopen 
early as well as the 600 flat One 
Park West tower. BBC Radio 
Merseyside was one of the first 
parts of the development to open.

Court photos show FLDS leader 
Warren Jeffs with child brides
Photos showing Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints (FLDS) leader Warren 
Jeffs with child brides were 
entered into evidence Friday in a 
Texas court case involving children 
seized from the Yearning For Zion 
(YFZ) Ranch by State authorities in 
April. Texas officials removed over 
400 children from the Eldorado, 
Texas YFZ Ranch in early April on 
suspicion of widespread child 
abuse.

The photos were entered into 
evidence as part of the case in 
Tom Green County District Court. 
Officials claim there is a "pervasive 
pattern" of underage girls forced 
into marriage with older men. The 
photos show Warren Jeffs kissing 
and hugging young girls, and 
attorneys for Texas Child 
Protective Services claim that one 
of the girls shown in the photos is 
a 12-year old "bride". The photos 
are dated from July 2006 and 
January 2005.

“I do not consider a girl kissing a 
man sex abuse.” —Dan Jessop

The State of Texas is seeking 
custody of a baby boy born to 
Louisa Bradshaw and her 
"husband" Dan Jessop. According 
to the Deseret News, Jessop was 
asked if he thought the photos of 
Jeffs and the girls was evidence of 
sexual abuse, to which he 
responded, "I do not consider a 

girl kissing a man sex abuse." 
Child Protective Services lawyers 
told the court that the photos 
show Jeffs kissing the girls similar 
to "how a husband kisses a wife".
 
Deseret News reported that 
Protective Services lawyers did not 
say how the images of Jeffs were 
obtained, but said that the photos 
illustrate a culture of abuse at the 
compound. According to CNN, 
information revealed in court 
shows that one of the girls in the 
photos is an aunt to the children 
involved in the Texas custody 
hearing and lived on the YFZ 
Ranch. CNN reports that the girl's 
birth date was given as July 1994 
and she is 13 years old. She was 
taken into state custody by Texas 
officials along with other children 
in April.

ABC News reported that an alleged 
child bride shown in the 
photographs was set to give 
testimony in court, but state 
attorneys and FLDS 
representatives came to a 
resolution and agreed that 
Protective Services would retain 
custody of Louisa Bradshaw's 
baby. The baby was born in Texas 
state custody. Bradshaw was 
initially taken into custody as well 
because authorities thought she 
was under age, but it has since 
been revealed that she is over the 
age of 18. According to ABC News 
Bradshaw will remain with her 
baby in a shelter. Protective 
Services said that Bradshaw and 
Jessop lived in the same building 
as the 12-year old girl shown in 
the photographs with Jeffs.

Jeffs is seen in one set of photos 
from January 26, 2005 labeled 
"First anniversary" with a girl 
called "Loretta". In another set 
dated July 27, 2005, Jeffs is shown 
with a girl referred to as 
"Merrianne". Child Protective 
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Services officials said that they 
have evidence that "Merrianne" 
was 12 years old when she was 
married to Jeffs at the YFZ 
compound. The Vancouver Sun 
reported that, per a family 
member, "Loretta" was no older 
than 12 when she was married. 
Portions from the set of photos 
were displayed at media sites 
including Radar Online, CNN, FOX 
News, National Nine News and ABC 
News, and the website The 
Smoking Gun made three of the 
court exhibits available for viewing

“...these photos have no ties to 
this particular family in a way 
that's relevant to these 
proceedings.” —Rod Parker, 
spokesman for FLDS families

In a statement made Tuesday to 
CNN, Salt Lake City, Utah attorney 
and spokesman for FLDS families 
Rod Parker said the photos were 
an effort by Child Protective 
Services to "get publicity" and 
"paint everybody with the same 
brush". "What I'm saying is, that 
isn't fair, and each parent of each 
family is entitled to stand on its 
own. And these photos have no 
ties to this particular family in a 
way that's relevant to these 
proceedings," said Parker.

“Everyone who saw those photos 
did a complete gasp. I think 
they're shocking.” —Paul Murphy, 
Utah Attorney General's Office

"I'm sure law enforcement in 
several states will take a look to 
see what more can be done," said 
Utah Attorney General's Office Paul 
Murphy in a statement to ABC 
News. Murphy said that 
investigators may look further into 
the photographs to determine if 
evidence shows the girls were 
abused, and if so where, before 
charges could be brought. 
"Everyone who saw those photos 

did a complete gasp. I think 
they're shocking," he said.

In a ruling made last week in a 
case involving 38 FLDS mothers 
and 124 children, the Texas 3rd 
District Court of Appeals said that 
the state did not have the right to 
remove those children from the 
compound. The appeals court said 
that Child Protective Services was 
unable to prove that the children 
in the compound were at risk of 
immediate physical harm. Texas 
law states that "a danger to the 
physical health or safety of the 
child which was caused by an act 
or failure to act of the person 
entitled to possession and for the 
child to remain in the home is 
contrary to the welfare of the 
child" must be shown in order to 
remove that child from the home.

Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services filed court 
papers Wednesday asserting that 
FLDS families may flee the state if 
they are reunited with their 
children after the Texas appeals 
court ruling. Protective Services 
officials are worried that if the 
families leave the court's 
jurisdiction, children could be at 
risk of abuse. In response, 
attorneys for mothers of the 
children in custody filed a counter-
motion. The mothers claim that 
the children are under "continuing, 
irreparable harm every day that 
they are separated from their 
parents".

Warren Jeffs was convicted in 
September 2007 of two counts of 
being an accomplice to rape 
related to a 2001 wedding he 
arranged between a 14-year old 
girl and her 19-year old cousin. He 
was sentenced to two consecutive 
five-year prison sentences in Utah, 
and faces an impending trial in 
Arizona on eight charges including 
sexual conduct with a minor, 

incest and conspiracy.

The FLDS group has approximately 
10,000 members total, and was 
founded in the 1930s. It split from 
the The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) 
after the LDS Church abandoned 
the practice of polygamy in 1890.

Sarkozy ends French job ban 
for Eastern Europeans
During a one-day visit to Warsaw 
on Tuesday French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy announced that 
his country would lift job 
restrictions on the citizens of some 
of the European Union's former 
communist states. He also 
promised a deal aimed at bringing 
Ukraine closer to the bloc but 
seemed to play down its chances 
of membership.

France was part of a majority of 
EU states that imposed 
employment restrictions on 
citizens of Poland and other 
countries that joined the European 
Union in 2004. The limits now in 
place for workers from the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and 
Slovenia will be lifted on July 1. 
However, jobs in France will 
remain restricted for workers from 
Romania and Bulgaria, which 
joined the EU in 2007.

"I am going to announce this 
during my speech in Parliament," 
Sarkozy said when asked about 
media reports on the matter. 
"Poland is one of the six great 
countries of Europe. The EU is 
based on the free movement of 
people. Poland is also our strategic 
partner." Of "old EU" member 
states, only Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark and Germany now 
maintain the ban. Norway and 
Liechtenstein – non-EU countries 
that are part of the European 
Economic Area – also restrict 
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access to their job markets for 
citizens of the countries that joined 
the union in 2004. Switzerland, 
which has bilateral agreements 
with the EU on free movement of 
people, also restricts employment 
for those countries. Under EU law, 
these restrictions must be lifted by 
2011.

Sarkozy also told a joint news 
conference with Polish Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk on 
Wednesday that Ukraine would be 
offered closer cooperation with the 
European Union during a French 
presidency of the bloc, which 
starts on July 1, but said Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko told 
him that Ukraine did not want to 
join the EU outright.

"I've met with the president of 
Ukraine and his objective is not 
membership, rather closer 
cooperation on various levels. I will 
have opportunities to make such 
proposals," he said.

'Big Brother Australia' evictee 
recounts youth in controversial 
religious group
David Tchappat, a popular 
housemate recently evicted from 
the television reality program Big 
Brother Australia, has spoken out 
critically of his childhood 
experiences in the controversial 
religious group "Raven-Taylor-
Hales Brethren", referred to in 
Australian media as "Exclusive 
Brethren". Tchappat was a 
participant in the edition Big 
Brother Australia 2008, and was 
voted off the show on May 25.

Tchappat, 33, a former police 
officer and presently a firefighter, 
left the controversial group at age 
19. He says he attempted to leave 
at age 17 but was brought back by 
members of the group and 
"interrogated" by group leadership 
for months. Up until he left he had 

never eaten in a restaurant, 
listened to the radio or been to the 
movie theater. According to 
Macquarie National News, 
Tchappat's former community 
numbers number approximately 
15,000 in Australia. Raven-Taylor-
Hales Brethren is a sect of 
Protestant Christianity and a 
breakaway group from Exclusive 
Brethren.

Due to his departure from the 
group, Tchappat had to break off 
contact with family members still 
inside the organization, though at 
times he speaks with his parents. 
Members do not vote in elections 
because they feel it contradicts 
their belief that God should 
determine who is in power, but 
they provide finances to the 
Liberal Party of Australia. 
Tchappat's cousin Andrew left the 
group a few months after he did.

“Look, I don't like to say it's a cult, 
but it basically is. My whole life 
was controlled.” —David Tchappat

After getting to know his fellow Big 
Brother Australia housemates for 
three weeks, Tchappat recounted 
some of his experiences in his 
former religious group. "Look, I 
don't like to say it's a cult, but it 
basically is. My whole life was 
controlled. I didn't have a say in it 
myself," he said on one episode. 
He grew up in the Raven-Taylor-
Hales Brethren community in 
Gosford, New South Wales, and 
explained: "It's based on Christian 
values but it's very strict. So I had 
no TV, no radio, no computer, 
never been to a movie or a 
restaurant or kissed a girl - you 
name it, I didn't do it."

In an interview Tuesday with 
former Big Brother Australia 
runner-up Tim Brunero on 
Macquarie National News, 
Tchappat said he is planning on 

releasing a book about his 
experiences growing up in the 
controversial religious group. "I've 
spent the last two years writing it. 
It just happened that I got into Big 
Brother in the tail-end of it. 
Obviously there's a few more 
chapters to add, but I'm really 
pumped, it's an interesting story," 
he said. He plans to title the book 
Losing my Religion.

He was also interviewed by 
ninemsn on Tuesday, and said he 
does not regret discussing his 
experiences in Raven-Taylor-Hales 
Brethren on Australian national 
television. "I'm an example of how 
you can go out and be successful. 
I say to people that if you are 
thinking about leaving, and you're 
serious, take a punt and give it a 
go. You can always go back if you 
don't like it." Former members of 
the group were inspired by 
Tchappat's comments and 
empathized with his experiences in 
posts to Big Brother Internet 
message boards.
 
“I believe this is an extremist cult 
and sect. I also believe that it 
breaks up families.” —Kevin Rudd

Prime Minister of Australia Kevin 
Rudd criticized the Raven-Taylor-
Hales Brethren group in August 
2007. At the time he was leader of 
the Australian Labor Party, and 
requested that then-Prime Minister 
John Howard reveal what took 
place in a private meeting with 
senior members of the religious 
group. "I believe this is an 
extremist cult and sect. I also 
believe that it breaks up families," 
said Rudd to reporters in Adelaide 
according to The Sydney Morning 
Herald. He noted that the 
organization was being 
investigated by the Australian 
Federal Police for prior election 
activities, and wanted to know how 
much funding had been given by 
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the group to the Liberal Party.

During his election campaign Rudd 
called on Australian federal 
agencies including the anti-money 
laundering agency Australian 
Transaction Reports and Analysis 
Centre (AUSTRAC), the Australian 
Federal Police, the Australian 
Taxation Office, and the Australian 
Electoral Commission to 
investigate the activities of Raven-
Taylor-Hales Brethren. In spite of 
Rudd's criticism of Raven-Taylor-
Hales Brethren, the religious group 
was guaranteed AUD10 million in 
taxpayer funding for its school 
facilities in January 2008. Rudd 
had promised during his election 
campaign to maintain education 
funding levels for non-government 
schools if he became Prime 
Minister.

Australia media reported on May 
18 that Rudd rejected a request 
from former members of Raven-
Taylor-Hales Brethren to 
investigate the group. 34 ex-
members of the religious group 
had sent a letter to the Prime 
Minister's office asking him to 
investigate how they were treated 
in the the organization. A 
spokesman for Rudd said that the 
ex-members should instead take 
their request to the police, and 
that a government investigation 
would raise religious freedom 
issues. Rudd's chief of staff David 
Epstein said that the Prime 
Minister "does not resile from the 
views he expressed last year" and 
"remains concerned about the 
reported imposition of doctrines 
that weaken family bonds".

Australian Greens spokeswoman 
Christine Milne told Australia's ABC 
News said that the well-being of 
children still in the group should be 
of primary concern. "The issue 
here is not about religious 
freedom, it is about what this cult 

is doing to destroy families and 
effectively to undermine the law," 
said Milne.

Ex-member Peter Flinn, who wrote 
the letter sent to Rudd which was 
signed by 33 other former 
members, was disappointed by the 
Prime Minister's response. "We 
just want to highlight other equally 
fundamental human rights, such 
as access to family who remain 
Brethren members, a right 
callously denied for decades," he 
said in a statement in The Sydney 
Morning Herald. Senator Bob 
Brown of the Australian Greens 
party has proposed a government 
inquiry into the group's public 
funding, tax concessions and 
possible practices that harm 
children.

Moldovan mobile phone growth 
results in more than 2 million 
users
The number of mobile phone users 
in Moldova increased by 47.3 % in 
the first quarter of 2008 against 
the last year and exceeded 2.88 
million. This information was 
published by the Moldovan 
National Electronic and 
Information Technology Regulator 
(ANRCETI).

At the beginning of this year, the 
number of mobile phone users was 
of 1.88 million. The penetration 
rate of such services per one 
hundred inhabitants increased by 
19.7 percentage points and 
approached 61%.

The first million of mobile 
telephony users was registered in 
September 2005. A year and a half 
later the figure amounted to 1.5 
million users. During the first 
quarter of 2008, mobile phone 
service suppliers connected over 
205.8 thousand new users, by 
more than three times more 
against the first quarter of 2007.

The local mobile phone market is 
divided between three GSM 
networks (Orange, Moldcell and 
Eventis) and one CDMA (Unité) 
mobile operator. Orange Moldova 
launched its network in October 
1998, Moldcell in April 2000, 
Moldtelecom (under the trademark 
Unité) in March 2007 and Eventis 
in December 2007.

Moldcell connected the most users 
to its network, achieving 103.9 
thousand. Overall, as of 1 April 
2008, Moldcell had 660.1 thousand 
users, Orange Moldova had 1.34 
million users, Unite had 66.5 
thousand users and Eventis had 
12.5 thousand users.

Monarchy abolished in Nepal
The Nepalese Constituent 
Assembly, elected on April 10, in 
Nepal recently voted to abolish its 
monarchy, with a large majority 
supporting the vote in parliament. 
"The Nepalese people have been 
freed from centuries of feudal 
tradition and the doors have now 
opened for a radical social and 
economic transformation," said a 
government spokesperson, 
commenting on the decision.

The former king, Gyanendra of 
Nepal, has been given two weeks 
to leave his palace. Authorities say 
that he will be forced out if he fails 
to leave during that period of time.

The Nepalese president, Girija 
Prasad Koirala, also commented on 
the move: "Today is the day when 
my dreams have been realized and 
similarly the dreams of the nation 
have perhaps also been realized."

Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, said 
that by supporting the switch to a 
republic, the Nepalese people have 
"clearly spoken for peace and 
change."
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2008 Canadian Championship: 
Toronto FC vs. Montreal Impact
Toronto FC- 1–0 -Montreal Impact

Toronto FC opened up the Nutrilite 
Canadian Championship with a 1-0 
win against Montreal Impact at 
Saputo Stadium on Tuesday night.

Reds defender Marco Velez scored 
the only goal of the game, 1st in 
tournament history. Velez jumped 
to head home a cross from Laurent 
Robert. The goal came in the 72nd 
minute.

Montreal played for much of the 
2nd half with 10 men after 
defender Stefano Pesoli was sent 
off for a second yellow card.

Toronto FC striker Danny Dichio 
has been struggling with a groin 
strain in recent weeks and was 
forced to leave the game before 
half time. He was replaced by 
Jarrod Smith.

Toronto FC now prepare to face 
Los Angeles Galaxy in Major 
League Soccer on Saturday at 
3:30 p.m. at BMO Field. Toronto 
FC play their next Nutrilite 
Canadian Championship game on 
July 1st against Vancouver 
Whitecaps at BMO Field.

Two MBTA Green Line trains 
collide in Newton, 
Massachusetts
Two Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (MBTA) 
Green Line trains have collided in 
Newton. Both trains consisted of 
two cars, one of which rear-ended 
the other causing major damage 
on both trains, multiple injuries 
and trapped the female operator, 
of one of the two trains, 24 year-
old Terrese Edmonds, who 
subsequently died. An 
investigation by the National 
Transportation Safety Board is 
underway.

The crash happened yesterday 
around 6 p.m. EDT between the 
Waban and Woodland Green Line 
stations on the Green Line's D 
Branch. One train was stopped at 
a red signal waiting to enter to 
Woodland when it was struck from 
behind by the second train.

According to MBTA spokesman Joe 
Pesaturo, "The first one was 
stopped at a red signal and was 
ready to proceed to the station 
when it was struck."

The Green Line, which is the most 
heavily used light rail line in the 
United States, is made up of four 
branches. The D Branch runs along 
a dedicated right of way and the 
stations are more spaced out as 
opposed to the other branches 
which run on the street.

This is one of several accidents the 
MBTA has experienced recently. 
Exactly two weeks ago, a trolley 
on the B Branch derailed and 
caught fire, and Tuesday, a fire 
broke out between Park Street and 
Downtown Crossing on the MBTA's 
Red Line. The MBTA's Commuter 
Rail division has also experienced 
accidents including the death of a 
5-year old in Revere who was 
stuck by a commuter train in the 
middle of a grade crossing this 
Tuesday and a MBTA commuter 
train that was rear-ended by a 
runaway boxcar belonging to CSX 
back in late March. Quick thinking 
on behalf of the engineer on that 
train is believed to have averted a 
larger accident.

UK study highlights child abuse 
by humanitarian workers
A study by the non-profit 
organisation Save the Children UK 
claims that a number of aid 
workers and peacekeepers from 
organisations such as the United 
Nations and Save the Children 
itself have engaged in sexual 

abuse of children in the course of 
their humanitarian efforts. The 
study also says that many of these 
incidents remain unreported, and 
those involved often go 
unpunished.

The study was based on field data 
from Sudan, Ivory Coast and Haiti, 
where they held focus groups 
followed by in-depth interviews. In 
20 of the 38 focus groups, United 
Nations representatives were the 
main perpetrators of sexual abuse, 
possibly due to the larger number 
of peacekeepers than aid workers, 
but 23 organisations were 
identified as being involved across 
the three countries.

While 14 and 15 year olds were 
the most common victims, the 
study found cases of abuse in 
children as young as 6. Most 
offenders were men, and most of 
the victims were girls. One 14-
year-old boy who works in a 
peacekeeping camp on the Ivory 
Coast told the study that "[o]ften 
it will be between eight and 10 
men who will share two or three 
girls".

An "overwhelming" majority of 
those interviewed said they would 
never report a case of abuse, and 
did not know of anyone who had 
reported a case, despite more than 
half knowing of incidents of sexual 
abuse, and many knowing of 10 or 
more. The study reported that 
unless this silence was dealt with, 
any attempts to eliminate the 
abuse would be "fundamentally 
flawed"

"[The U.N.] will very carefully 
investigate and whenever there is 
necessary matters we will take 
necessary measures from this".
—United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-Moon

In response to the study, United 
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Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
Moon said that the organisation's 
policy on such abuse was "zero 
tolerance." The U.N. "will very 
carefully investigate and whenever 
there is necessary matters we will 
take necessary measures from 
this". Both Save the Children and 
the U.N. have pointed out that, 
while it does not reduce the 
seriousness of the offences, the 
offenders represent a small 
proportion of all peacekeepers and 
aid workers in foreign countries. 
As the U.N. does not have any 
prosecutory powers of its own, 
peacekeepers found to be involved 
in child sexual abuse are either 
fired or sent back to their home 
countries to face prosecution.

Wikipedia Current Events

Burma grants visas to 
international relief workers, but 
are preventing many from 
traveling to the Irrawaddy Delta, 
one of the hardest areas hit by 
Cyclone Nargis. 

•The United Nations marks 60 
years of international 
peacekeeping operations. 

•China begins inspecting the ruins 
of thousands of schools that 
collapsed in the Sichuan 
earthquake, searching for clues 
about why they crumbled. 

•Somalia's Eritrea-based 
opposition splits after hard-line 
Islamist leader Sheik Hassan 
Dahir Aweys seeks to remove 
moderate Islamist Sheik Sharif 
Sheik Ahmed as chairman. 

•The newly deployed Phoenix 
spacecraft finds evidence of 
water on Mars, but also finds 
water too salty to sustain life. 

•The Texas Supreme Court rules 
that 416 children taken from the 
YFZ Ranch should be returned. 

•Gujjar protesters in New Delhi 
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halts traffic to enforce blockade 
on Indian's capital seeking ethnic 
classification with preferential 
access to government jobs and 
educational institutions. 

•The FBI is investigating after a 
net flooding assault takes down 
legit video website Revision3. 
Company officials accuse 
MediaDefender. 

•Archaeologists say England's 
Stonehenge was a burial ground. 

•19,000 auto workers accept 
buyout at G.M..

Today in History
1431 – Hundred Years' War: Joan 
of Arc was burned at the stake in 

Rouen, France after being 
convicted of heresy in a politically 

motivated trial.
1536 – Henry VIII of England 

married Jane Seymour, a lady-in-
waiting to his first two queens 

consort.
1913 – The Treaty of London was 

signed to deal with territorial 
adjustments arising out of the 

conclusion of the First Balkan War, 
declaring, among other things, an 

independent Albania.
1972 – Members of the Japanese 

Red Army carried out the Lod 
Airport massacre in Tel Aviv, Israel 
on behalf of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, killing 

over 20 people and injuring almost 
80 others.

1989 – Goddess of Democracy, a 
ten meter (33 ft) high statue made 

mostly of polystyrene foam and 
papier-mâché, was erected by 

student protestors in Tiananmen 
Square, Beijing.

May 30 is Indian Arrival Day in 
Trinidad and Tobago; Lod 

Massacre Remembrance Day in 
Puerto Rico

Quote of the Day

 By striving to do the 
impossible, man has always 
achieved what is possible. 

~ Mikhail Bakunin

Word of the Day
obsequious adj

1. Fawning or subservient.
2. Excessively eager to please 

or to obey all instructions.
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