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Top Stories

Hurricane Dean is upgraded to
a Category 2 storm

According to the United States
National Hurricane Center, they
have detected sustained winds of
over 100 mph, upgrading
Hurricane Dean to a Category 2
storm.

Reports: US to label Iran's
Revolutionary Guard as
'terrorist organization’

The United States will be labeling
Iran's Revolutionary Guard as a
"specially designated global
terrorist" organization according
to U.S. White House officials.

Featured story

Wikinews interviews World
Wide Web co-inventor Robert
Cailliau

Wikinews interviewed Robert
Cailliau, co-inventor of the WWW,
on the history and future of the
Web.

Wikipedia Current Events

*The British government is
preparing to evacuate all Britons
in Zimbabwe, about 22,000
people.

-International conservation group
BirdLife International launches an
ambitious fundraising campaign
to save 189 endangered species
of birds.

-Jose Padilla is convicted on all
counts of terrorism support.

«Share prices continue to fall in
Asian markets as a consequence
of the subprime mortgage
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financial crisis with South Korea,
Indonesia and the Philippines
hardest hit.

+The Bank of Japan injects 400
billion yen into its money market.

«The FTSE 100 falls below 6,000
points in trading in the morning
session on the London Stock
Exchange while other European
markets fall as well.

*The Dow Jones Industrial
Average sees a late recovery in
late trading on the NYSE after
earlier losing 340 points.

«The iBovespa falls by 3,500
points in the afternoon session on
the Sao Paulo Stock Exchange.
Brazil's stock market recorded its
biggest one-day drop since the
September 11, 2001 attacks.

+BSE Sensex falls by 642.70
points on a single day trade due
to global factors. The fall is the
second biggest in recent times.

«Over 200 people are arrested in
Iran for attending an "illegal rock
concert" which included alcohol
and female singers.

«The Red Cross estimates that the
death toll from North Korean
floods has reached 220. North
Korea estimates that it has wiped
out a tenth of its farmland.

«The US and Israel agree to a $30
billion military aid package.

*Hurricane Dean becomes the first
hurricane of the season
threatening the Lesser Antilles
while Tropical Storm Erin
threatens Texas.
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Jose Padilla found guilty of
supporting terrorism

Jose Padilla, who is a former
Chicago gang member, was found
by jury to be guilty of supporting
Islamic terrorist groups abroad.

The co-defendants, Adham
Hassoun and Kifan Jayyousi were
also found guilty on conspiracy to
murder, kidnap, and maim people
in a foreign country; conspiracy to
provide material support for
terrorists; and providing material
support for terrorists.

All three defendants face life in
prision. The sentencing is on
December 5.

The Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales issued a statement
saying "The conviction of Jose
Padilla -- an American who
provided material support to
terrorists and trained for violent
jihad -- is a significant victory in
our efforts to fight the threat
posed by terrorists and their
supporters.”

Attorneys for the defendants
claimed they will appeal the
decision.

Hurricane Dean is upgraded to
a Category 2 storm

According to the National
Hurricane Center, Hurricane Dean
is now a category 2 hurricane. To
reach this level, sustained winds
have to be greater than 100 mph.

Forcasters claim the storm could
threaten the Lesser Antilles by
Friday.
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Hurricane warnings have been
issues for the islands of St. Lucia
and Dominica. The Barbados
weather service has issued a
tropical storm warning for the
island of Barbados and a tropical
storm watch for St. Vincent and
St. Maarten.

At 4 am EDT, the storm was about
485 miles due east of Barbados,
according to the National
Hurricane Center. It is moving
west at 24 mph.

Major earthquake strikes Peru
followed by multiple large
aftershocks

According to the United States
Geological Survey (USGS) a major
earthquake with a magnitude of
8.0 has struck just off the coast of
Peru followed by 16 aftershocks
with magnitudes ranging from the
lowest of 4.5 and the highest of
6.3.

According to Peruvian government
officials, 500 deaths and at least
1,600 injured people have been
reported throughout the country
and some power in Lima has been
lost. Reports say some buildings
and houses have collapsed
including a church and some
landslides have also been
reported. Hospital workers ended a
strike to assist those in need of
medical attention.

"There have been losses in the
south. But thankfully this has not
been a human catastrophe," said
the President of Peru, Alan Garcia.

The initial quake with a magnitude
of 8.0 was recorded at at 23:40:57
(UTC) at a depth of 30.2
kilometers (18.8 miles) and was
located 45 km (25 miles) west-
northwest of Chincha Alta, but
witnesses report feeling the quake
as far away as Lima, where
buildings shook. The USGS says
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that damage could be heavy.

The first aftershock, a magnitude
5.8 struck at 00:02:42 UTC and
was located 70 km (45 miles)
south-southwest of Huancayo in
central Peru. That quake had a
depth of 31.2 km (19.4 miles).

The largest aftershock of the 13,
had a magnitude of 6.3 and struck
at 05:16:58 (UTC) and was
located 35 km (22 miles)
southwest of Ica off Peru's coast.

The U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center briefly issued a tsunami
warning for areas 100 km from the
epicenter stating that "it is not
known that a tsunami was
generated" and that the warnings
issued are based on the
"evaluation of the earthquake
only," but "an earthquake of this
size has the potential to generate
a destructive tsunami that can
strike coastlines within minutes
and more distant coastlines within
hours." All tsunami warnings were
subsequently canceled.

Scotland lose to India in one-
day international cricket match
India have beaten Scotland by
seven wickets in a One-Day
International at Titwood, Glasgow,
Scotland.

Scotland were reduced to 49-4
after losing the opening batsmen
cheaply followed by the loss of
Watson and Haq in quick
succession. However a rain delay
shortened the Scotland innings to
46 overs. Scottish batsmen Gavin
Hamilton and Neil McCallum
shared a partnership of 82 runs
and Craig Wright hit 37 off 34 balls
to help Scotland to 203-9 after 46
overs.

India comfortably reached the
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revised Duckworth-Lewis target of
209 runs from 46 overs despite
some good initial fielding from
Scotland and the loss of three
wickets. Robin Uthappa scored a
half century while Gautam
Gambhir scored 85 runs. India
won the match by seven wickets
with 37 balls to spare.

India will play a seven-match tour
of England later this month,
having already won the Test series
earlier this week.

An associate member of the ICC,
Scotland missed a chance to play
against a full member country in
July when a match against
Pakistan was abandoned due to
rain.

Zimbabwe man steals bus for
transport to pick up driving
licence

Stead Mashushire, a 28-year-old
Zimbabwean, has admitted today
to stealing a Takaz commuter bus
in Harare, Zimbabwe on August 7.
He told the court he stole it
because he needed transport to
the Vehicle Inspection Department
to collect his driving licence.

The man waited at the Charge
Office Bus Terminus in central
Harare untill the driver exited the
bus, destined for the nearby town
of Chitungwiza, and proceeded to
a nearby supermarket to buy food,
leaving the engine running.
Mashushire then entered the
vehicle and told all the passengers
and the conductor inside to exit it;
when they did this, he drove away
in the vehicle. He informed those
on board that the police had
impounded the bus, which fitted
with events in the area at the
time, when police were
impounding numerous buses after
ordering fares to be drasticly cut.

The bus driver then returned to his
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bus, in time to see it being driven
away without the passengers. He
then attempted to chase the bus,
and managed to receive help from
a passing motorist, who pursued
the stolen vehicle, leading to
Mashushire being caught 7km
from the scene of the theft.

Mashushire today told the court "I
admit that I stole the bus but the
engine was running. I did not use
my own keys to start the bus,".

The court convicted Mashushire of
theft of a motor vehicle based on
his own guilty plea, and ordered
him to undergo a psychiatric test
due to questions about his sanity,
per the Mental Health Act. He has
been remanded in custody until
August 29, when he will be
sentenced.

Wikinews interviews World
Wide Web co-inventor Robert
Cailliau

The name Robert Cailliau may not
ring a bell to the general public,
but his invention is the reason why
you are reading this: Dr. Cailliau
together with his colleague Sir Tim
Berners-Lee invented the World
Wide Web, making the internet
accessible so it could grow from an
academic tool to a mass
communication medium. Last
January Dr. Cailliau retired from
CERN, the European particle
physics lab where the WWW
emerged.

Wikinews offered the engineer a
virtual beer from his native
country Belgium, and conducted
an e-mail interview with him
(which started about three weeks
ago) about the history and the
future of the web and his life and
work.

Wikinews: At the start of this
interview, we would like to offer
you a fresh pint on a terrace, but

Wikinews

since this is an e-mail interview,
we will limit ourselves to a virtual
beer, which you can enjoy here.

Robert Cailliau: Yes, I myself once
(at the 2nd international WWW
Conference, Chicago) said that
there is no such thing as a virtual
beer: people will still want to sit
together. Anyway, here we go.

Wikinews: Why did the WWW
emerge at a particle physics lab
such as CERN? What need did it
serve the scientific community at
its origin? Was the making of the
WWW a case of the right time and
the right place/circumstances for
someone with the right IT
knowledge?

Robert Cailliau: There were quite a
number of hypertext systems
around: the Microcosm, Hyper-G,
Gopher, even Xanadu. Everyone
was experimenting. There were
even two independent attempts
inside CERN (Tim's and mine)!
CERN is an infrastructure used by
physicists from all kinds of
universities who after their
experiments at CERN go back to
their institutes. A single
experiment brings together many
physicists from universities
scattered over the globe.
Obviously they stay in contact:
they have been users of networks
and computers for a long time.

It's therefore not so surprising that
we looked for a system that would
allow such a group to consult
documents without having to know
where the author was or which of
the different computers, operating
systems, usernames or passwords
was needed. There was a need for
an automated library.

The two attempts at CERN were
personal initiatives. When I
learned that Tim wanted to use the
internet and had made progress
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towards an implementation, I
immediately teamed up with him.
But it remained for quite a time a
project that was looked at with
some apprehension by CERN
management.

It was partially the result of the
right people in the right place,
partially chance, but partially
driven by a real need. And
everything happened under the
benevolent eyes of Mike Sendall,
Tim's boss.

Wikinews: In the beginning, what
challenges did you face inside and
outside CERN in the development
of this cutting-edge technology?

Robert Cailliau: A lot of
incomprehension, later also some
jealousy. And at the start it was
difficult to convince the managers
that it would grow into a useful
tool.

There were a number of factors
against us. First, the period of
home-grown IT solutions was over.
The trend was to buy off-the-shelf
software.

Secondly, the entire future of high-
energy physics was precarious:
there were troubles around the
SSC (Superconducting Super
Collider, red.) in the U.S. and from
the plans of the LHC (Large
Hadron Collider, red.) it was clear
that something had to give. The
SSC was finally scrapped in 1993,
but during the entire period the
physicists were worrying about
other things than hypertexts.

Thirdly, there was always the
problem of justifying a project in
pure computing within an institute
whose mandate is very clearly the
science of pure physics.

Outside CERN there was a desert
of hopelessly confused networking.
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Universities wanted TCP/IP but the
telecoms of the European
countries were still governmental
monopolies, and they resisted this
because they were used to
different payment schemes.

I remember a funny exchange
between a person from Deutsche
Telecom and a group of academics
at a conference: they complained
about the costs and the slow links.
The telecom person replied: "What
do you want? We give you the best
X-25 lines and then you run TCP/IP
on top of that!" But we had no
choice: TCP/IP was the only
protocol usable with all universities
of the world.

At another occasion I asked a
representative of France Telecom
for his e-mail address. He gave me
an X-400 address and I asked for
an internet address. He raised his
eyebrows and said: "Monsieur,
vous ne pensez quand-méme pas
que France Telecom va soutenir
I'internet?" ("Sir, I hope you do not
expect that France Telecom will
support the internet?"). And all
that happened when the web was
already a success, though indeed
only in the academic world.

Wikinews: Early browsers were
web editors at the same time
right? What browser do you use
today? Does it have tabbed
browsing? How does it compare to
the early browsers you've worked
with?

Robert Cailliau: It is true that the
browser of the NeXT was also the
editor, though it was restricted to
the pages on the local server.

The current complexity of XHTML,
Ajax, CSS etc. precludes I think
the efficient combination of the
functions of editing and browsing
in a single application.
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Something I do miss are the
"next-previous" functions of the
NeXT browser. Current browsers
only permit you to follow a link
and then to run back and forth
over the path you took ("back" and
"forward"). The NeXT browser had
the additional function of following
the next link of the previous page
("next"). That allowed me to make
a page which was a list of pages to
be looked at and then to walk that
"path" with a click per page. It was
a simple way to establish a path
and save it, totally independently
from the target pages and the
servers. A kind of "digest".

I know, it's possible to do this with
Javascript, but it is not easy and
you can't pass such a page in a
simple way to just anyone.

We also had vector graphics. I'm
afraid that SVG has failed, at least
I do not see any sites that use it
extensively.

Style sheets were also
incorporated, not very advanced,
but the idea was there. CSS did
break through.

Today I use mainly Safari because
it uses CSS best and above all for
the typography. Even Firefox can
learn from Safari's typography.
Why is it that so few programs
handle text well? Why is
typography so lousy on the
screen?

Tabbed browsing is a concession to
those who can't cope with a
multitude of separate windows.
Don't really need it. The first
browsers always opened a linked
page in a new window. But
Windows does not use windows: it
prefers full-screen. Mosaic was one
of the first browsers that used a
single window. Why do it simple
when it's possible to complicate
things?
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Wikinews: Search engines have
made the mass of data now on the
WWW easily searchable. How
initially did you foresee the data
being indexed?

Robert Cailliau: Not at all! Or by
hand. We had the "Virtual Library"
or VL, the idea of indexing and
classifying pages about a subject
by voluntary work of a specialist in
that subject. A kind of Wikipedia,
but with only the links: the content
was distributed outside the VL. The
VL had a certain success, but
demanded a lot of work. The
appearance of search engines
made the VL unimportant.

The web broke up into servers.
The original "atom" of the web was
the page, now it is the server.
Servers link very rarely to other
servers and then almost always
warn you: "You will now leave our
site!". In that kind of structure you
need a search engine otherwise
you can't find anything. But search
engines do not let you find your
way in the web: they give you a
reference, not a path to follow to
get there.

The first search engine was built
by the "Centre Universitaire
d'Informatique" of the University
of Geneva.

I predicted that search engines
would not cope in the long term.
Maybe the existence of Google is
only an indication that there is still
only little available on the web.

Wikinews: You were at the
inception of the WWW together
with Tim Berners-Lee; what
aspects are you responsible for
exactly? You've convinced CERN to
release the basic code library into
the public domain?

Robert Cailliau: In 1990 I had
already left programming for ten
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years and was doing management.
I'm also 8 years older than Tim,
who himself was no longer a young
programmer. It was evident that I
could not compete with twenty
year old Unix hackers and soon I
stopped meddling with the writing
of C code. Anyway I know only one
programming language worse than
C and that is Javascript.

I did influence the shapes of the
web and the directions of
development, but I mainly
occupied myself with obtaining the
resources necessary to keep the
project going. I had a (meager)
budget and so I got computers,
offices, and above all people:
young programmers who can
spend a year working at CERN in
the framework of its Technical
Student Programme. To get all
that done I had to plead often with
the management.

I also understood that CERN, as a
lab for physics, would never
devote a division to the web.
Therefore I began to contact true
informatics institutes such as
INRIA (Institut national de
recherche en informatique et en
automatique, red.) and FhG
(Fraunhofer Society, red.) , as well
as contacting the European
Commission. In this I was
fortunately supported by Mike
Sendall. Mike, who was seen as
neutral by CERN management, has
done more than anyone else to
help the deveopment of the web
inside CERN.

On the technical side it was not
always the best of understanding
between me and the team. For
example, I was convinced that we
needed to build-in a programming
language, but the developers, Tim
first, were very much opposed. It
had to remain completely
declarative. Maybe, but the net
result is that the programming-
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vacuum filled itself with the most
horrible kluge in the history of
computing: Javascript.

I also remember a big resistance
against PostScript, but what do we
see now? PDF everywhere.
Fortunately PDF is an open
standard and it's fairly elegant, but
it could have turned out much
worse. SVG did not make it.

Tim, who had a longer experience
with the internet world, convinced
me that the web could only survive
if all the code was freely available
for everyone who wanted to tinker
with it. In 1992-1993 I then
worked patiently for some 6
months with CERN's Legal Service
to draft a document that put the
source code into the public
domain. This also implied working
to convince the managment, up to
the Directors, of the need to do so.
The result was the document
signed on 30 April 1993 that gave
the WWW technology to the world.

During the same period I also
percieved that the web as a
technology had very many
aspects. Tim drew what he called
the "metro": a diagram of the
relationships between the existing
systems (FTP, SMTP, HTTP, ...) in
the form of a stylised map
resembling that of the London
Underground. That made me think
that we needed to deal with a lot
more hard computer science than
our small team of four or five
could intellectually handle.
Therefore I began to toy with the
idea of an international conference
on WWW technologies. Tim was
not convinced, but I went ahead.

NCSA (the National Center for
Supercomputer Applications in the
U.S.) had just released Mosaic,
first for the X-Window/Unix
systems, then for Mac and PC.
Their group not only had a lot
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more people, but their leader,
Joseph Hardin, was a sociologist of
my age. I suspected that he was
thinking along the same lines, and
I was right: when I launched the
call for papers for the first WWW
conference in december 1993, 1
did so just one day before NCSA
would have done the same thing.
It was a Friday and on Saturday
Hardin phoned me at home to
discuss the matter. Fortunately our
relations were good and he was
also very fair by teaming up with
my conference in the end. But our
team at the time was very weak:
NCSA had a big success with
Mosaic and they could easily have
used their weight to wipe us off
the map.

It was also a time to understand
how underdeveloped our idea of
Europe here is. We know that we
have to live together on this
assembly of peninsulas, but when
we have to pull in the same
direction then that is politically
rather difficult.

Finally for two years I worked
quite hard contributing to the
setting up of the Web Consortium.
Even afterwards that took much
effort and a lot of my time.

Wikinews: There are some fun
anecdotes about the beginning of
the World Wide Web. We've just
offered you a virtual beer, but the
idea of the WWW started with a
beer too, in this case with a (real)
beer with Tim Berners-Lee, right?
And there is a reason that the
original WWW-logo is green, right?
Why is it not called world-wide
web, with a hyphen? Are there
other anecdotes you want to share
with our readers?

Robert Cailliau: The list is without
end.

At the second conference, held by
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NCSA in Chicago, someone asked
if it was not better to use the web
for conferences instead of
travelling to far places. Implusively
I answered, in front of 1500
programmers in the audience, that
there was no such thing as a
virtual beer and therefore we
preferred to meet in the flesh.
That was 1994.

In 1990, months before there was
a shred of code, Tim and I wanted
to find a good name for the
project. Sometimes, after a hard
day's work in warm offices we
drank a beer on the CERN
cafeteria terrace before going
home. On one such occasion Tim
came up with "World-Wide Web". I
would have preferred someting
shorter, but to find a catching
name is not easy. I agreed to use
WWW for the new document that
was to go to management and
"find a better name later". WWW
stayed: it summarised well what it
was.

Because I'm a synaesthete I see
characters in colours and 1
perceive a W as green. I liked that.
So it remained WWW. And there
was indeed a logo that we used a
lot in the beginning. It was made
from three Ws: white, light green
and darker green.

And yes, the hyphen was there for
a long time too. But it confused
people who were not so
grammatical, and Tim finally cut
the knot by stating that he had the
right to decide how it was written
since he had invented it: without
the hyphen.

Some anecdotes were less funny:
at one time I could have made
Alexander Totic of NCSA come to
CERN to join us. That was almost
arranged when it appeared that
Alex had a Serbian passport and
CERN at the time did not admit

Wikinews

Serbs.

The most recent and very positive
anecdote is from october 2006: I
gave the opening keynote at an
Australian conference on e-
learning and the internet in
education. I started out by saying
I knew nothing about education
but would give my keynote
anyway. In a later talk Jean
Johnson presented NotSchool
(http://www.notschool.net) and
mentioned that the project "Web
for Schools" of the European
Commission had been very
important for her work.

Later I asked her whether she
meant the project that ended in a
conference in Dublin in 1995. She
said yes and asked if I had been
there. I then had to admit that I
had started that project myself
and addressed the audience at the
closing session of the Dublin
conference and therefore maybe I
did know a little about internet in
education. It was heartwarming to
know that even smaller initiatives
had been quite important.

Wikinews: While Tim Berners-Lee
wasn't enthusiastic about it, you
called for the first International
WWW conference. How did those
conferences shape the WWW?

Robert Cailliau: The conferences
still run, the 2007 one was in
Banff. They are an occasion to

meet and work very hard for a few
days at the exchange of ideas. The

papers of the presentations are
published in well-known academic

journals. That incites people to

prepare well and present to

colleagues. Many web technologies

started at one of the conferences
(proxies, VRML, ...) Working
groups are established there.
Because many want to go but can
do so only when funded by their
institute or company, it often
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means they have to present a
paper. Vague ideas are then
consolidated and cast into
programming code, which
otherwise might not happen.

In addition the Conference
Committee soon convinced the
Web Consortium to hold one of its
annual meetings in conjunction
with the conference. I am no
longer involved with this, but at
least during the years 1996 to
2004 this synergy was present and
a track of the conference was
devoted to the work of the
Consortium. Therefore Tim was
also present every year.

I always saw the Consortium as
the "church" with Tim as the
"pope". In the Consortium there is
a set of rules for arriving at
decisions after which everyone has
to abide by them. There are
industrial and sometimes political
stakes.

The Conferences however, as long
as I was member of the
Committee, I saw as the "state" of
"laymen"; you had freedom of
expression and could propose the
most wild schemes. Between
church and state I prefer a
complete separation.

That did not mean of course that
we did not collaborate closely
between Consortium and
Conference Committee: there
always was a delegate of the
Consortium member of the
Committee although that was not
a requirement. We wanted both to
be successful.

Wikinews: Related to that, I have
been told the WWW was initially to
run on micropayments. Who had
that idea, and why do you believe
it never came about?

Robert Cailliau: It never was in the
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original goals to use
micropayments. However, for
keynote speaker of the first
conference (May 1994) I had
invited David Schaum, an expert in
digital money. I was therefore
already then convinced of the need
for digital money: payment with
garanteed value but not traceable
origin. We still do not have
anything like that. To me a much
more important reason to
introduce digital money than
untraceability is a free market for
information.

The ideas of digital payments were
targeting sales of goods and
payment of subscriptions. To me it
is more important to break the
viscious triangle of author-reader-
advertiser.

In the beginning I was often
completely misunderstood. There
were even newspaper articles that
led to hate-mail through
incomprehension.

The principle of an information
market with micropayments is
simple and it is not new (the
French Minitel has had it since the
early 80s).

There are currently three ways to
put info on the web:

for free (but who pays my time?)
by subscription with a hame and
password valid for a certain length
of time

by solliciting advertisers to put
their ads on the site

Manner 1 can only if I have other
sources of income.

Manner 2 is used often but puts off
people because of the high level of
the subscription. That bars the
reader from using many different
sites, e.g. to browse many
newspapers. The sum of the
subscriptions is too high.
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For example: I sometimes want to
look up a word in the Oxford
English Dictionary, but not so often
that I find it worth my while to pay
for the subscription. Therefore I
can't use it at all.

Manner 3 is the most used even if
that is not pleasant for the user.
For example, Via Michelin, an
excellent service, has recently
become very irritating because it
carries so much advertising, in
addition animated as well so that it
is difficult to concentrate on what I
want to do there for all the moving
stuff. Adverts, especially the
animated variety, is a pest on
useful sites.

With micropayments and digital
money I would be able to pay
Oxford a tiny sum for each time I
consult the dictionary, but without
having to pay a full subscription.

A good implementation of
micropayments must also provide
comfort: I should not have to log
in or agree, my computer
automatically pays behind the
scenes. We are talking here of
sums of less than a eurocent.

And I could of course set limits by
telling the browser to warn me if I
spend more than 10 Euros a day
or when a site charges more than
a cent for a page, etc.

In this way I could read the news
in several papers without having to
pay a complete subscription to
each and having to log in. If they
want, sites can of course also
distinguish between a paying
entrance after which there are no
more adverts and things work
faster, and an entrance that is free
but full of adverts.

In short, there is then a true
market for information, directly
between the seller and the
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customer. Nothing is obligatory,
but a lot more is possible. With the
Euro it is now perhaps time to try
an experiment with
micropayments.

Wikinews: The web was invented
in Europe, but it grew
exponentially and to some extent
the invention has exploded in your
face; at any point did you feel that
the WWW had been hijacked by
the United States?

Robert Cailliau: The web was
hijacked by those who put
something in it. They are the
people who did not make long
ideological or so-called
"intellectual" reasonings but who
put content there. The approach
differs greatly between our
European parochial little cultures.
For example on the whole French
companies are pretty bad on the
web: there is a lot of aesthetical
ado but you can't find the
information you are looking for.
The Swiss sites, even those written
in French, are much more direct
and informative.

The Dutch do better than the
Belgians. There is a large
difference between the private
sector and government agencies.
The sites of the French
government are a model of
completeness, user friendliness
and usefulness, almost completely
the opposite of the sites of the
private companies of the same
country.

I did not make a study of this
phenomenon but it seems there
are two large influences: approach
to life
(protestant/pragmatic/experiment
al/germanic versus
catholic/intellectual/cartesian/latin
?) and language.

It's obvious that there is more
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available in English, say, than in
Basque. But that should not
surprise anyone. OK, so we have a
language problem in Europe. That
leads to one of my favourite
subjects: language as a
technology, but that's for another
interview.

Wikinews: How much has the web
evolved since the 1970's? What
factors are hindering further
evolution?

Robert Cailliau: You probably mean
the 90s unless you want to talk
internet instead of web. Looking
back and from the many
conversations with web and
internet pioneers, I think not much
has changed fundamentally.

There was a first explosion of
internet services in the 70s (e-
mail, chat, file transfer, remote
login, ...) then a pause with
nothing much until the web
involved the public at large from
1995. Two grand phases then:
academic development followed by
explosion in the public sphere.

We must remember two
incompatible communication
models: telephony (no guaranteed
contact but guaranteed bandwidth)
and internet (guaranteed contact
but no guaranteed bandwidth).
Circuit switching and packet
switching. Fashion dictates that we
should now do everything via
TCP/IP. That's fine als long as
there is no need for continuous
contact (e-mail, web, download)
but it is never good enough when
that need is present (audio, video,
TV). Not to mention tele-surgery.
Would you like to be on the
operating table knowing that the
surgeon on the other side has just
TCP/IP between his hand and the
scalpel? Probably not.

There are applications that need a
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guaranteed bandwidth and that's
not achievable with classic TCP/IP.
Of course, the mathematician and
the network geek will tell you that
there is no difference if you make
the bandwidth high enough. True,
but I fear that you can also always
find an application that's
bandwidth hungry enough that
those limits need to be put higher
again. Maybe we find a
combination whereby the web is
used to initiated a circuit so that
the best of both approaches can
be had.

Wikinews: What part or period of
the history of the World Wide Web
did you enjoy most? Which were
the most exciting times?

Robert Cailliau: Enjoy? Only
afterwards, except the first
confrence. There was a euphoric
atmosphere that I have seldom
experienced. And because I
started it myself, it was extremely
satisfying.

The most exciting period was from
end 1991 to end 1994. It was the
early period where we sensed very
clearly where we wanted to go but
had to instill that vision in others.
It lasted until the end of WWW at
CERN in December 1994. I cannot
relate the whole story here, it is
told in detail in the book "How the
Web was Born".

Wikinews: If you could go back
into time and change one thing
about the start of the WWW, what
would it be?

Robert Cailliau: Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, one of the greatest
engineers of all times, wrote in
1844 at the height of the railway
mania: “Here the whole world is
railway mad. I am really sick of
hearing proposals made. I wish it
were at an end. I prefer
engineering very much to
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projecting, of which I keep as clear
as I can.

The dreadful scramble in which I
am obliged to get through my
business is by no means a good
sample of the way in which work
ought to be done... I wish I could
suggest a plan that would greatly
diminish the number of projects; it
would suit my interests and those
of my clients perfectly if all railway
work were stopped for several
years to come.”

I thought often of that reflection:
we advanced far too fast with far
too many developers who ran
away in far too many different
directions without much thinking. I
don't want to be Cartesian here,
but it would have been better if we
had more time to build on our
ideas before letting the beast
loose.

“We advanced far too fast with far
too many developers who ran
away in far too many different
directions without much thinking.
... Especially the geeks in the U.S.
often behaved like cowboys: shoot
first, think later.” —Robert Cailliau

Especially the geeks in the U.S.
often behaved like cowboys: shoot
first, think later. Features were
implemented that looked attractive
on first sight but turned out to be
incompatible with other ones. For
example the famous frames, that
we still have not got rid of. People
failed to understand the advantage
of separating content from
presentation, which we had on the
NeXT in some sense. Especially
graphic artists refused this and
that put us back by about five
years.

If a careful study were made it
might well show that we lost much
more time and effort managing
excesses than we would have
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spent in @ more considerate and
paced development. I often had
the impression I was running like
mad to escape from drowning in a
tsunami.

Wikinews: I've read that scientists
at CERN are currently working on
grid computing, mainly to process

the huge amounts of data from the

Large Hadron Collidor project. Do
you think grid computing will be
the next generation web? Are
there restrictions that limit the use
of grid computing, for example
working over large distances?

Robert Cailliau: About grid
computing I have not much to say.
The first intention of the ARPANET
and later the intenet was the use
of computing resources at a
distance. Grid computing is an
extrapolation of that idea. I don't
know if the average user will use
grid computing. Most probably not.
It seems to me that personal
computing stands to grid
computing like serial computing
stands to parallel computing.
There are useful applications of
parallel computing, but I don't
think my second processor is busy
while I'm typing this. Grid
computing can be used behind the
scenes in certain services, but I
find it hard to see what the web
surfer will use it for. Google knows
what to do with it, I'm sure. So I'll
shut up about it.

Wikinews: You've said before that
you don't care a lot about the
concept of web 2.0, because it was

something you envisioned from the

beginning, and it was something
bound to happen: correct? If not,
what is your vision for The Web?
What would be a real web
Renaissance?

Robert Cailliau: Web 2.0 is
something that indeed "exists",
but it is not a technology. Itis a
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social phenomenon that requires
the simultaneous deployment of a
number of technologies to build
the so-called 2.0 websites.
Delivering web content via blogs
and the like is a "new" happening
in which the individual
participates, often in very original
ways. Freely contributing to web
content was one of the original
goals: the web should be as easy
to write as it is to read. Another
function we lost due to too fast
development.

I'm much more worried about
data. All my data are on my home
computer and I regularly back
them up. I have nothing important
on a server: no e-mail, no photos,
videos or whatever. But I'm an
exception: most people never back
up their machines and actually
cannot handle a computer. They
use the machine as a terminal to
the internet.

Services such as gmail, YouTube,
and in fact every site having some
kind of "My-..." where one leaves a
bit of oneself, bring us back to the
archaic model of computing:
central mainframes and storage,
used through terminals on which
no local applications run.

This trend started to worry me
with e-mail first. Because of spam
most ISPs stopped relaying mail
and I began to have some trouble
sending e-mail while on travel. To
send mail you have to know the
local smtp server. But which hotel
receptionist can tell you that? They
stare blankly at you, incapable of
understanding that you do not use
web mail, i.e. that you do not have
your messages on a server.

Money is virtual, it is @ number on
a computer in a bank somewhere.
We trust the bank: nobody has
gold coins in a sock under the
mattress.
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But we have been working on the
banking establishment for a few
centuries. The last time we had a
great crash (depression of 1929)
not only a large number of people
died of hunger, but it helped bring
about the most totalitarian state
we ever witnessed (the Third
Reich). Since those days we have
learned a lot, painfully and with
lots of mishaps.

Therefore now we think that we
can trust the banks and the
economists with our money. The
breakthrough came from
government controls and
international conventions.

With our data it is now as it was
with money about two centuries
ago: everything is in the hands of
uncontrolled private companies,
without any legal framework, to
say nothing of international
agreements.

But my data are a part of myself. I
want to know how my data are
managed, by whom, where, and
with what guarantees. Money 1
may lose but then I grow my
potatoes in my garden.

You speak of a web-Renaissance.
That would be a brilliant light that
would let us see that in the
information-driven era we need to
build new social structures, new
forms of creating trust and we
need more transparency in the
processes of society.

Wikinews: The principle behind
wikis such as Wikipedia provides
similar functionalities to early web
browsers that were web editors at
the same time. To which extent is
this analogy correct?

Robert Cailliau: The one great
difference, maybe, is that wikis
run on servers, but I can of course
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put a wiki on my home computer
or laptop. It's not really wysiwyg
but that is not so important.

Wikinews: Do you see wikis as a
viable long-term model, or do you
expect something else to emerge?
On the subjects of wikis, do you
refer to Wikipedia?

Robert Cailliau: I use the Wikipedia
often. I also contribute here and
there. A very great work, looked at
with a lot of jealousy. In almost all
comments about the Wikipedia I
perceive in the background some
jealousy and intolerance.

There seems to be a strong
reaction from those who derive
their prestige from "secret"
knowledge and consequently find it
rather scandalous that everything
is now not only lying around to be
read but also often debunks their
prejudices.

"The Wikipedia is full of errors":
maybe, but printed books too and
they do not get corrected. It is
also totally unrealistic to compare
the Wikipedia with a work like the
Brittanica (for which you need a
subscription because we have no
micropayments). One should
compare the Wikipedia with what
people have in their homes (often
NOTHING!) or in their heads. If the
Wikipedia is as good as the
Brittanica, then hats off!

Are wikis viable in the longer
term? I think so. They give
authors a frame to work in.
Whatever comes later, that frame
is important.

Wikinews: You've edited your own
article on Wikipedia, did you find it
easy to work with? You probably
don't have a lot of experience with
it, but what is your impression of
the MediaWiki software that
Wikipedia runs on?
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Robert Cailliau: I find it very good.
Precisely because I do not use it
often it is important that it is
sufficiently simple and intuitive
that I do not need a manual. The
wiki software fulfills this criterion
and is therefore very good: the
frame is important.!

Wikinews: Will it be possible to
agree on common standards, with
the software companies trying to
push there own standards? Are
there major obstacles for XML?

Robert Cailliau: We can apparently
agree on common standards: OS X
is full of XML and even Microsoft
now uses XML for its Office
products.

Proprietary standards are not bad
in themselves. They let one try out
new things or be efficient in some
ways. I do not object to them on
one condition: that there is a way
to export all data in an XML form,
with all the details I could control
through the application
transmitted to the XML in
recognisable form.

The W3 Consortium succeeded in
spreading the WWW standards and
did even more: several commercial
standards converged under its
influence. That is the good news.

Wikinews: Lawmakers are lagging
behind when it comes to
computer- and information-
technology. On your site, you say:
In a society based on technology it

is simply dangerous to make policy

on the basis of language
constructs only. What is the
alternative to language-based
policy?

Robert Cailliau: A few years ago I
had to speak about www at the
European Parliament in Brussels. 1
was shocked that there was no
way to use anything else than
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spoken language. No screen, no
projector, no whiteboard. How can
one say anything sensible about
climate change without showing
maps, graphs, videos? But perhaps
we should first work on the
scientific literacy of our politicians.
Maybe that won't be necessary if
the next form of government
grows from web 2.0. I just
discovered Newropeans
(http://www.newropeans.org).
Who knows. The old technology of
the spoken language alone
certainly no longer works.

Wikinews: There were recently
reports in the Belgian media about
the rise of reported internet crime.
Does that illustrate your call for
international regulations of
internet behaviour? If someone
poses problematic behaviour on
the internet, how should he or she
be dealt with?

Robert Cailliau: What do we use in
common law? The police searches
for the offender and works through
a number of procedures. There are
rules for establishing complicity.
On the net it is only different
because time and space break
down there.

Problematic behaviour, as you
euphemistically call it, can be
exhibited from anywhere and it
usually goes very fast. We
therefore need a world-wide law.
There are however at least three
large legal frameworks in conflict
here: the European, the US and
the Chinese systems. Making those
work together is a problem that I
do not see solved in time.

What upsets me too is the idea
that it is the responsibility of the
ISP or service to act. Recently
MySpace removed a nhumber of
users that were known as sex
offenders. They must have used
some register. Who decided that?
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Who transmitted the register? The
reaction of Scotland Yard was
right: it's not because these
people had committed an offence
that they should be excluded
forever, certainly not when they
had served their sentences. Or we
should first change the law. But we
see more and more cases in which
commercial companies take the
law in their own hands.

“"We see more and more cases in
which commercial companies take
the law in their own hands. And
that makes me worried about what
the commercial sector will do in
the vacuum that the governments
just let be.” —Robert Cailliau

And that makes me worried about
what the commercial sector will do
in the vacuum that the
governments just let be. Much
more than about what
governments would do. That in
turn is related to my worries over
leaving my data in the hands of
sites rather than having full control
myself.

Let's not forget that the sex
offenders maybe did nothing
wrong in MySpace. The terms of
MySpace are very simple: they
have the right to do what they
want and to exclude you when
they want without reason. In
addition they transfer all your data
to the U.S., although they are
honest enough to warn you that
the protection of private data in
the U.S. "may be different". No, I
prefer to stay away from social
sites in these circumstances.

Finally, do these sex offenders
have a telephone? That is allowed?
And they can use the post office?
And the road system with their
cars? Yeah, let's just keep on
messing about.

What we need to clarify is where
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the rights and duties are. As guide
we still have Montesquieue.
Furthermore I hae been pleading
for years now for an "internet
driving licence". Last week I heard
something similar said in the
British House of Commons.

Wikinews: Wikipedia says the
semantic web "derives from W3C
director Sir Tim Berners-Lee's
vision of the Web as a universal
medium for data, information, and
knowledge exchange," yet you're
not a fan of the semantic web,
right? Is that because the
semantic web will have as a result
that "our daily lives will be handled
by machines talking to machines"?
Or, are you in favour of a spread of
protocols for different types of
transactions and data?

Robert Cailliau: A difficult
question. I would like to have a
good semantic web. But I think
that the possibilities for abuse and
misleading are greater with a
semantic web (Tim agreed with
that when I submitted the problem
to him, but he is a steady believer
in the goodness of humanity).

It's a theme that runs through this
interview: whom can you trust and
how do you make the rules that
will keep "problematic behaviour"
within bounds? Only a world-wide
convention can help and we are far
away from it.

“It's also a little early to use
intelligent machinery. ... You have
no idea how "half witted" machines
can be. ... Maybe here too we
should think and experiment first
before we let the beast loose!”
—Robert Cailliau

It's also a little early to use
intelligent machinery. Before we
reach artificial intelligence we need
to cross the desert of the half-
witted machines. And you have no
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idea how "half witted" machines
can be.

My attitude towards the semantic
web is also liked to the remark
that we went too fast: maybe here
too we should think and
experiment first before we let the
beast loose!

Wikinews: Can you predict the
future of the internet? Are you
optimistic, or will it be "The Matrix,
but worse"?

Robert Cailliau: Matrix but worse.
Flight from reality is an
unavoidable side effect of our brain
structures. Since thousands of
years people prefer to listen to
fairy tales than face the boring
realities. Still I think Web 2.0 is a
good trend: blogs, Wikipedia,
rings, all these achievements come
from simple people sitting behind
their home computers who share
with others what they experience,
and above all learn from others!
This learning outside school is the
biggest strength of the web and
most hopegiving.

Wikinews: You've worked at CERN
for 33 years: miss it? How do you
spend your days now? Do you
spend a lot of time on the
internet? In which projects are you
still involved?

Robert Cailliau: I had at least four
different careers at CERN. While I
spent 33 years there, it was as if I
changed companies four times.
What remained was the
environment of colleagues who are
modest. A journalist wrote about
CERN: “Amazing! Here are people
who change their minds in the face
of evidence!”

That attitude, also that of the
Enlightenment, I would not miss
for anything. It is much more
satisfying to find out for yourself
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what really goes on than to deliver
yourself to dogmas of someone
else. Fortunately I have enough
friends with similar attitudes both
inside and outside CERN.

Do I spend a lot of time on the
net? Well, "being on the net" is not
an occupation. What I do is
exchange ideas, read, learn,
contribute (NotSchool among
others) and look around. I have
always done that. A good part of
these activities now happen
through the net, but that is just as
much or as little relevant as saying
that for many things I use
electricity.

I devote time to a number of
private projects that have been
waiting for a long time and to the
problems of education in scientific
literacy.

R.

Large earthquake strikes
Solomon Islands

According to the United States
Geological Survey (USGS), a
magnitude 6.7 earthquake has
been reported in the Solomon
Islands.

The epicenter was located 73
kilometers (45 miles) west,
southwest of Honiara, in the
Solomon Islands. The depth was
recorded at 1.8 k.m. (1.1 miles).

The USGS says that damage could
be light to moderate.

The U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center says that no large or
widespread tsunami is expected
based on historical data.
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Former US Speaker of the
House Hastert planning to
retire

Republican officials announced
today that Rep. Dennis Hastert of
Illinois will be leaving the United
States Congress when his present
congressional term concludes at
the end of next year.

Hastert has served in Illinois' 14th
district since 1987 and his time as
Speaker makes him longest
serving Republican Speaker in
history. Party officials have
scheduled a formal announcement
of Hastert's retirement for Friday,
August 17.

Hastert's decision has been
expected since the Republicans
lost the elections last November
and he was removed as Speaker.
For eight years, he's been second
in line of presidential succession
behind only the vice-president.

The party officials who discussed
his planned retirement did so on
condition of anonymity because
there had been no public
announcement yet.

2007 World Deaf Swimming
Championships Day 4: Three
athletes break new world
record

In the countdown section of 2007
World Deaf Swimming
Championships, the organizer
advanced final section holding
schedule included 200m Individual
Medley, 50m Backstroke, 200m
Breaststroke, and 100m Freestyle
Groups, that will have 8 winners at
the 4th matchday.

And this matchday also has two
new world records rewritten in
Women 50m Backstroke and
Women 100m Freestyle Groups.

In the women 50m Backstroke
group, Shu-ning Tseng from Taipei
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and Anna Polivanchuk from
Sweden not only won Gold and
Silver at the Finals but also broke
a world record, an error time of
two athletes is only just 0.01
second. The new "women deaf
swimmer 50m backstroke" record
is established by Tseng with 32.23
seconds.

On the other hand, in Women
100m Freestyle Final, Ganna
Lytvnenko from Ukraine, breaking
old "women deaf swimmer 50m
freestyle" world record at 1st
matchday, broke another world
record in "women deaf swimmer
100m freestyle" section with 58.05
seconds.

At next matchday on August 16,
Freestyle Groups with 400m
Individual and 4x100m Team
Relay, 100m Butterfly, and 200
Backstroke Groups will take place
and have 8 winners.

Wikipedia Current Events

-Peru's civil defense agency
estimates that the death toll from
the 2007 Peru earthquake is now
337 with 827 more injured. The
coastal province of Ica is hardest
hit. A 6.3 magnitude aftershock
hits the country. The Government
of Peru declares a state of
emergency.

«The Supreme Court of Pakistan
hears a petition from the former
Prime Minister of Pakistan Nawaz
Sharif to be able to return to the
country and contest elections.

-United States forces launch an
airborne assault on a desert
compound in Iraq in search of
Sunni militants in the first phase
of Operation Marne Husky.

+United States officials state that
there is little hope remaining of
finding survivors of the 2007
Qahtaniya bombings.
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Wikipedia Current Events

*The Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan
Almaz Atambayev and the
President of China Hu Jintao meet
to discuss Kyrgyz participation in
a Turkmenistan-China gas
pipeline.

‘Hugo Chavez, the President of
Venezuela, announces plans to
abolish term limits for the
President by changing the
Constitution.

-Japan is hit by a 5.3 magnitude
earthquake off the coast of
Honshu.

Today in History
1862 - The Lakotas, an ethnic
group of the Sioux Native
Americans, attacked settlements
along the Minnesota River,
sparking the Dakota War of 1862
against the United States.
1914 - World War I: Ignoring
orders to retreat, Hermann von
Frangois led a successful
counterattack defending East
Prussia in the Battle of Stalluponen
and scored the first German
victory in the Eastern Front.
1915 - Jewish American Leo Frank
was lynched by a mob of
prominent citizens in Marietta,
Georgia for the alleged murder of
a 13-year-old girl, turning the
spotlight on antisemitism in the
United States.

1962 - East German border
guards shot and killed Peter
Fechter as he attempted to cross
the Berlin Wall into West Berlin.
1978 - Double Eagle II became
the first hot air balloon to cross
the Atlantic Ocean, landing in
Miserey near Paris six days after
leaving Presque Isle, Maine.
August 17 is Independence Day in
Indonesia (1945), Gabon (1960)

Quote of the Day
The printing press is the greatest
weapon in the armoury of the
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modern commander.
~ T, E. Lawrence

Word of the Day
vehemence; n

1. An intense concentration,
force or power.

2. A wild or turbulent ferocity
or fury.

3. Eagerness, fervor, excessive
strong feeling.

About Wikinews

Page 13

About Wikinews

For more information about Wikinews

Print Edition visit:
http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Wikinews:Print

We are a group of volunteer journalists
whose mission is to create a diverse
community where citizens from around
the globe (including you) can
collaborate to report the news on a
wide variety of current events. By
making our content perpetually
available for free redistribution and use,
we hope to contribute to a global digital
commons.

Got news and no computer?
Call the Wikinews Hotline
+1-866-653-4265

(toll-free in the U.S.)
+1-202-742-5918
(outside the U.S.)
+44-871-218-6397

(U.K. / Europe)

License

This work is licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution License. Articles
published in this Print edition were
created by Wikinewsies. Other content
released under the GNU Free
Documentation License.

To view a copy of the CC-BY license,
visit:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/
or send a letter to

Creative Commons

543 Howard Street, 5th Floor

San Francisco, California, 94105, USA

To view a copy of the GFDL, visit:
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html

Wikipedia Current Events
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
Today in History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

Quote of the Day
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Main_Page

Word of the Day
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Main_Page

About Wikinews Print Edition

If you would like to write, publish or edit articles, visit www.wikinews.org



