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address specifically the general
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Gunmen shoot at Pakistani -Iraqgi doctor Bilal Abdullah is

President Musharraf's plane charged for his alleged

A Paksitani intelligence officer involvement in the 2007 Glasgow

indicated that during a flight International Airport attack.

Friday from Chaklala Airbase in
Rawalpindi, Pakistan to
Balochistan province, President
Pervez Musharraf's plane was
shot at, but arrived safely at its
destination.

«Australian authorities increase
security as the interrogation of Dr
Mohamed Haneef over his
possible involvement in the 2007
Glasgow International Airport
attack and the 2007 London car
bombs incidents continues. The
Australian Federal Police conducts
raids on two hospitals in Perth,
Western Australia.

Sochi, Russia to host 2014
Winter Olympics

The International Olympic
Committee awarded the 2014
Olympics to Sochi, Russia, a *The No.1 Intermediate Court in
resort city near the Black Sea. Beijing sentences former State

Food and Drug Administration
chief Cao Wenzhuang to death

Featured story with a two-year reprieve on

Scientists uncover oldest charges of corruption.

known DNA on Earth

Ice samples retrieved from 1.2 Mjcrosoft extends warranty on
miles beneath the surface of Xbox 360 following an
Greenland have uncovered "unacceptable number of
samples of DNA from insects, repairs"

years old. warranty on its Xbox 360 video

I . game console to three years from
Wikipedia Current Events the date of purchase following a

«The 6th United States Circuit large number of problems with the
Court of Appeals in Ohio rejects a console and "an unacceptable
lawsuit against George W. Bush's = number of repairs", costing the
domestic wiretapping program company more than one billion US
because the plaintiffs did not dollars.

have the right to sue.

The fault, which has been dubbed
the "red ring of death", causes the
console to fail completely.

‘Newly declassified French
government documents show
President Frangois Mitterrand

Iénowigglszuppqgte(; the o In an open letter to owners of the

wandan enocide because he Xbox 360, Peter Moore of Microsoft
believed it would limit "Anglo- said, "As of today, all Xbox 360
Saxon influence. consoles are covered by an

previously-sold consoles." The
extended warranty covers
repairing and shipping of the
console and the company has
promised to reimburse those
owners who have already had to
pay for repairs.

Microsoft has not released details
of the number of units that have
suffered from the problem but has
said it is "bigger than we are
comfortable with".

The Xbox 360 was launched by
Microsoft in 2005 and in January of
this year the company lowered its
sales expectations to 12 million
units for the year ending

Gunmen shoot at Pakistani
President Musharraf's plane
During a flight Friday from
Chaklala Airbase in Rawalpindi,
Pakistan to Balochistan province,
President Pervez Musharraf's plane
was shot at from a rooftop near
the flight path. Musharraf was
flying to Balochistan province to
observe the effects of recent
flooding in the area.

The Pakistani government has
officially denied the plane came
under fire, but a Paksitani
intelligence officer indicated, off
the record, that an attempt of
Mushaffaf's life had occured.
Musharraf's plane arrived safely at
its destination. However, sources
say that Intelligence agencies in
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Pakistan are investigating into
possible connection between
attack on the plane and the siege
of Lal Masjid.

Police have cordoned off a house in
Rawalpindi to investigate the
incident. Reuters news agency had
a photographer in the area at the
time, and reported seeing two
guns on the roof of the house, one
of them an anti-aircraft gun, which
had been mounted on the roof.
The other gun was reported to be
a machinegun. Deputy Inspector
General of police Marwat Ali Shah
confirmed that an anti-aircraft
gun, a machine gun and
ammunition had been recovered
from the home.

Local residents reported hearing
the sound of gunfire. "Everyone
heard a firing sound," Ishaq
Ahmed told BBC News. "The firing
sound was like a bomb blast. It
was that kind of sound." Some
witnesses claimed that they saw a
person along with a woman and
two kids escaping on a motorbike
after the incident.

General Musharraf has survived
two previous attempts on his life,
carried out on December 14, 2003
by al-Qaeda-linked militants.
There is no indication or claim of
responsibility, as yet, as to who
carried out the latest attack.

Tour de France: One day until
'Le Grand Départ’

London is preparing for Le Grand
Départ of the 2007 Tour de France.
The route, which will run through
the Greenwich Millennium Village,
is being prepared for the Départ.
The Tour de France will be in
London and the South East for the
two days of the 7th and 8th of
July. The event will start in
Trafalgar Square at 15:00 BST
(UTC+1).
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"I believe this will be the most
spectacular Grand Départ the Tour
has ever seen and the weekend
will underline London’s great
sporting reputation,"” said Ken
Livingstone, mayor of London.

The parts of the Tour that London
will be hosting are the Prologue
and Stage One. The Prologue will
be on Saturday, the 7th of July,
starting in Trafalgar Square at
15:00 BST and finishing at 18:20
BST. Stage One will be on the
following day, starting in
Greenwich at 11:00 BST and
finishing in Canterbury, Kent.

Over the years the Tour de France
has seen 52 British riders; the first
being Charley Holland and Bill Burl
in 1937. Londoners may get to see
todays riders on their two wheels,
but they will be followed by 1,500
vehicles, 13,000 policemen and
women patroling the route and
2,300 members of the world press.

During the event many roads will
be closed along the route and off
it. The official website provides
detailed information.

Ghana's first female Chief
Justice receives award

The first female Chief Justice of
Ghana, Georgina Theodora Wood
was among 77 others who
received national awards in Accra
today. The awards are for
distinguished services to Ghana.

Georgina Wood, who became Chief
Justice on June 15, 2007, received
her award from President John
Kufuor. She was given the Order of
the Star of Ghana, the nation's
highest award. Two others who
received this award as well were
Dr Paul Acquah, Governor of the
Bank of Ghana and the Omanhene
(King) of the Juaben Traditional
Area, Nana Otuo Serebour II, a
former head of Ghana's Statistical
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Service, for his contribution to
industry and public service
(traditional category).

President Kufuor is quoted as
saying at the award ceremony that
"Like the Olympic medalist, we
should seek to surpass existing
limits to set new records hitherto
deemed unattainable. This way,
Africa, including Ghana, can excel
in the competition and thereby
carve a dignified niche for itself in
the Global Village."

As Dr. Paul Acquah received the
award, the audience shouted "The
value is the same" which is the
catchphrase for the Ghanaian cedi
redenomination in process at
present. Nana Otuo Serebour did a
short Adowa dance much to the
admiration of the audience. The
loudest ovation was however
reserved for Georgina Wood as she
received her award. Professor
Atukwei Okai, a writer, poet and
educationist, recited a poem which
translates as "You are because we

are-.

Other awards given out were the
in the Order of the Volta
(Companion), Order of the Volta
(Member) and the Grand Medal
categories. Among the winners
were Paul Victor Obeng, influential
member of Jerry Rawlings' military
government in the 1990s, Dr G.K.
Agama, a former governor of the
Bank of Ghana, Ike Quartey,
former WBA welterweight
champion. Some popular
musicians, including Nana Kwame
Ampadu, Kofi Ghanaba, Diana
Akiwumi, Pat Thomas and Sidiku
Buari also received honours.

UK Member of Parliament,
Charles Kennedy, caught
smoking on train

Just days after the introduction of
the partial ban on smoking in
England, the Liberal Democrats
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Member of Parliament, Charles
Kennedy has been caught smoking
on a train today. The incident
occurred on the 1105 BST
(UTC+1) Paddington to Plymouth
First Great Western service.

The train manager is reported to
have contacted the British
Transport Police, who met the train
when it arrived in Plymouth, and
has said that "the matter was
resolved informally". A police
spokesman said, "He basically said
he thought it was OK because he
was leaning out of a window".
Kennedy was informed that this
wasn't the case and was not
arrested.

Kennedy has tried to quit smoking
for a while and, speaking before
the birth of his son said "I am
determined that it is going to be
phased out altogether -
particularly since the arrival of the
new one."

A ban on smoking in indoor public
places came into force on July 1 in
England and anyone caught
smoking illegally can be fined up
to £200.

Charles Kennedy was the leader of
the Liberal Democrats until
January 2006 when he resigned
after admitting he was suffering
from a problem with alcohol.

Sochi, Russia to host 2014
Winter Olympics

The International Olympic
Committee awarded the XXII
Winter Olympics, to be held in
2014, to Sochi, Russia, a resort
city near the Black Sea, in
Guatemala City yesterday
defeating Pyeongchang, South
Korea, by just four votes.
Salzburg, Austria, was eliminated
in the first round by 25 votes.

According to the Associated Press,
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several factors played a part in
Sochi's win. One factor was that of
Russian president Vladimir Putin
himself. Putin, an avid skier and a
black belt in judo, traveled to
Guatemala to lobby I0C members
and headed up the final
presentation of Sochi's bid to the
assembly.

"Putin being here was very
important, he worked very hard at
it. He was nice. He spoke French --
he never speaks French. He spoke
English -- he never speaks
English," said French IOC member
and former ski champion Jean-
Claude Killy.

Patrick Hickey, an Irish member of
the IOC agreed. "There's no doubt
that President Putin's presence
was a massive influence, his
performance was superb. He was
humble. He spoke in English and
French. The second most powerful
man in the world said everything
will be delivered."

Juan Antonio Samaranch, former
IOC president and Spanish
ambassador to Russia made a big
push for Sochi, which may have
swung some key votes according
to some IOC members.

"This is, without doubt, not just a
recognition of Russia's sporting
achievements but it is, beyond any
doubt, a judgment on our country,
it is a recognition of our growing
capability, first of all economically
and socially," Putin stated upon his
return to Russia.

Another factor is Russia's brand
new wealth from exports of
Russian natural gas and oil, which
provided over $12 billion for Putin
to invest in the Games and the
infrastructure around Sochi.

Russia last hosted the games in
1980 in Moscow, when the country
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was known as the Soviet Union.
The games were boycotted by the
United States and some of its allies
over the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan.

The United States continues to
spar with Russia over human
rights abuses and the subjugation
of democratic freedoms.

U.S. State Department spokesman
Sean McCormack spoke in
Washington to reporters stating,
"Well, it's a proud moment for
Russia and I am sure it's a proud
moment for him so he can
characterize it as he sees fit, I'm
not sure that the selection of
Russia to host the Winter Olympics
really, at this point, changes our
view or others' views -- or
concerns -- about the direction of
democracy and related issues:
human rights, respect for freedom
of speech, freedom of assembly
and to be able to peaceably
organize opposition democratic
parties."

Meanwhile, Sochi has announced
that progress of construction on
venues in Sochi will be offered
online. Dmitri Chernyshenko, Sochi
2014's bid leader said, "The I0C
will be online every single moment
in terms of construction, there will
be live video from all construction
sites."

The next Olympic bid is for the
2016 Summer Olympics which
includes bids from Chicago, Tokyo,
Madrid, Rio de Janeiro, Doha,
Baku, and Prague.

Scientists uncover oldest
known DNA on Earth

Ice samples retrieved from 1.2
miles (2km) beneath the surface
of Greenland have uncovered the
oldest known samples of DNA from
insects. The samples, estimated to
be 450,000-900,000 years old,
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have also shown that no more
than one million years ago,
Greenland was once home to
forests and animal life.

"We have shown for the first time
that southern Greenland, which is
hidden under 2km of ice, was once
very different to the Greenland we
see today. Back then, it was
inhabited by a diverse array of
conifer trees and insects," said
Professor and leader of the team
who made the discovery, at the
University of Copenhagen in
Denmark, Eske Willerslev.

"This genetic material presents a
biological environment which is
completely different to today. We
have found grain, pine, yew and
alder. These correspond to the
landscapes we find in eastern
Canada and in Swedish forests
today," added Willerslev.

Willerslev also says that because
of the presence of the yews, the
temperatures in that area of
Greenland could not have been
"lower than -17 degrees Celsius"
and that with the variety of other
trees, the summer temperatures
were no lower than "10 degrees
Celsius."

These findings could change the
history of Greenland. The current
theory is that Greenland was free
from its ice no more than 125,000
years ago. The results of the
findings now suggest that
Greenland may have been covered
with ice for at least 450,000 years.

Pittsburgh playwrights pen
furry musical, invite Anthrocon
attendees to observe reading
When Pittsburgh lyricist Bill Medica
and musician JC Carter saw the
influx of furries for the first
Anthrocon in their city, they were
mystified. But as they observed
Anthrocon 2006, their thoughts on
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furries changed.

"They're not afraid to be
themselves," said Carter. "When
they left, the magic left."

"They were such a force," added
Medica.

Inspired by their experience, they
decided to write a play entitled
Furry Tales. It is the story of four
friends: BlueWolf22, MisoKitty2,
HuggyBunny and Gorillanator.
They met online and agree to meet
at a furry convention. As it turns
out, BlueWolf22 is an imposter,
sent by an online magazine called
"everythingawful.com" (an obvious
play on Something Awful, a site
frowned on by the sub-culture for
their coverage) in an effort to get
some steamy content on the
debauchery that supposedly
permeates the furry fandom.
However, BlueWolf's opinions
change, and he discovers he is a
peer to his new furry friends.

Wikipedia describes furry fandom
as "a fandom distinguished by its
enjoyment of anthropomorphic,
often humanoid, animal
characters. Examples of
anthropomorphism in the furry
fandom include the attribution of
human intelligence, facial
expressions, and sometimes
anatomy, speech, bipedalism, and
the wearing of clothes."

The world's largest furry
convention, Anthrocon takes place
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania each
July. Its focus is on furries:
fictional anthropomorphized animal
characters in art and literature.

The first staged reading of Furry
Tales will occur on July 5, 2007, on
the first day of festivities for
Anthrocon 2007, at the CLO
Cabaret. Medica and Carter
planned it for July 5 in the hopes
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that furries attending Anthrocon
will provide input for improving the
final product. The Chairman of
Anthrocon Dr. Samuel Conway has
been invited to the reading, and he
has confirmed plans to attend.

Tickets may be reserved online for
$15 each plus a service charge of
at least $7.50 from Pittsburgh
Cultural District.

In related news, Anthrocon has
selected local no-kill animal shelter
Animal Friends as its 2007 charity.
The shelter will benefit from the
proceeds of Anthrocon's annual
charity auction, which raised
$5,845 for the Western
Pennsylvania National Wild Animal
Orphanage last year (the charity's
total revenue was $8,400).
Representatives of the charity will
also be available as in the dealers
room.

Nine dead as plane crashes
into cars in Mexico

Nine people have been killed when
a cargo plane failed to take off
correctly at Culiacan Airport in
Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico
yesterday.

The plane, owned by a mail courier
company, is thought to have blown
a tire during the take-off
procedure, causing it to run off the
end of the runway and break
through a wall. It then crashed
onto an adjacent highway, killing
three crew members aboard the
aircraft and six people on the road.

The six included two members of a
security presence for Mexican
President Felipe Calderéon, who was
due to arrive shortly after the
incident for a day visit. A family of
four were also killed when their car
was engulfed by flames that were
trailing the aircraft.

The President, who was in a plane
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en route to Culiacan at the time of
the incident, cancelled his vist
after hearing the news.

The accident comes during the
rescue attempts following
landslides in the central state of
Puebla. Up to 60 people were killed
in the slide the day prior to the
Culiacan incident, according to
local authorities.

United States bank receives
death threats

Authorities from the U.S. Federal
Bureau of Investigation are
currently investigating death
threats targeted towards the New
York investment firm Goldman
Sachs. Threatening letters were
sent to nine U.S. newspapers,
stating: "Goldman Sachs.
Hundreds will die. We are inside.
You cannot stop us."

The letter was described as being
neatly written in red ink on blue-
lined loose-leaf paper, and was
signed "A.Q.U.S.A". The letters
were believed to have been mailed
from Queens, New York. The bank
is working closely with law
enforcement authorities, however,
it was told that the threat is not
likely to be credible.

A spokesperson for the bank says
they take any threat very
seriously. "We have a broad range
of security measures in place to
counter all likely threats and we're
monitoring the situation closely."

Goldman Sachs, is headquartered
in New York and maintains offices
in London, Frankfurt, Tokyo, Hong
Kong and other major financial
centers. More than 3,000 of its
employees work in Jersey City,
New Jersey, in the state's tallest
building.
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Raids take place as enquiry
into failed UK bombings
continues

Australian police have questioned
four more people in connection
with the failed bombing attempts
in London and Glasgow, seizing
computers and other evidence in
several raids.

The four being questioned are all
doctors, working in hospitals in
Perth and Kalgoorlie. They are
reported to be of Indian origin,
and have all been linked to the

UK's National Health Service. Two
of the men arrested in the UK have

similarly been linked to Western

Australian hospitals, to which they

had applied for jobs, receiving
multiple rejections.

Police have been granted an extra

96 hours to question Mohammed
Haneef, who was arrested at
Brisbane International Airport on
July 3. They will be examining
several thousand files stored on
Haneef's laptop and a mobile
telephone SIM card which had
been left with a suspect.

Raids have also taken place in
Cambridge, UK, at which four of

the arrested suspects are believed

to have lived and met in 2005.

The four men being questioned in

Australia have not currently been
placed under arrest, but are
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Fourth Coalition.

1846 - American forces led by
Commodore John D. Sloat
(pictured) occupied Monterey and
Yerba Buena, beginning the
annexation of California.
1937 - In the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident, a battle marking the
beginning of the Second Sino-
Japanese War, the Empire of
Japan's Imperial Japanese Army
defeated the Republic of China's
National Revolutionary Army on
Beijing's Marco Polo Bridge.
1985 - At the age of 17, tennis

player Boris Becker defeated Kevin

Curren to become the first

German, the first unseeded player,

and the youngest-ever to win the
men's singles title at Wimbledon.

July 07 is Independence Day in the
Solomon Islands (1978); Tanabata

in Japan; Ivan Kupala Day in
Russia and Ukraine.

Quote of the Day
Always listen to experts. They'll
tell you what can't be done, and

why. Then do it. ~ Robert A.
Heinlein

Word of the Day
duplicitous; adj
1. Given to or marked by
deliberate deceptiveness in
behavior or speech.

About Wikinews

We are a group of volunteer journalists
whose mission is to create a diverse

described as having links to the UK community where citizens from around

by the Federal Police the globe (including you) can
Commissioner, Mick Keelty. collaborate to report the news on a
wide variety of current events. By
making our content perpetually
available for free redistribution and use,
we hope to contribute to a global digital
commons.

Today in History
1798 - The Quasi-War, an
undeclared war fought entirely at
sea, began after the United States
rescinded their treaties with
France.

1807 - Tsar Alexander I of Russia
and Napoleon I of France signed
the first agreement of the Treaties
of Tilsit, ending the War of the

Got news and no computer?
Call the Wikinews Hotline
+1-866-653-4265

(toll-free in the U.S.)
+1-202-742-5918
(outside the U.S.)
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