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I don’t like             . I like          . 
I’m a Wikipedian. 



“Imagine a world in which 

every single human being 

can freely share in the 

sum of all knowledge. 

That's our commitment.” 



Not just an encyclopaedia 

 



The Wikimedia projects 

• Multilingual (in more than 280 languages) 

• Free (as in free speech) 

• Created by volunteer labour 

• Run by the Wikimedia Foundation, a US charity 

• Supported in the UK by Wikimedia UK, a charity 

• No ads, no commercial influences, no government 
targets 



Supported by donations 



So far 

• One billion contributions in ten years 

• Nearly 100,000 regular contributors 

• Reached 400 million visitors per month in 2010, 
aiming for 1 billion per month in 2015 

• About 20 million articles, 11 million media files 

• About 0.5% of English articles are Good Article 
quality, 0.09% are Featured Article quality 



Some article hit rates 

Article Monthly hits 

Asperger Syndrome 426,803 

Volcano 160,940 

Lymphoma 226,934 

Dependent and independent variables 220,831 

Speed of light 247,930 

Oxygen 164,842 

Chromosome 103,269 

Carl Sagan 141,791 



• “Dear Wikipedia, I want to thank you and to 
compliment you on your service. I often use 
it, especially also for technical information in 
physics and astronomy. Just now I was 
impressed by the density of information in 
your article on QCD, the theory of the strong 
interaction, in particular, its history.” 

– Jack Steinberger, Nobel Laureate, Physics, 1988 



Open review processes 



• "I request that the public fund my research 
through their tax and charitable 
contributions; in return I consider it my 
responsibility to provide them with accurate, 
up-to-date and free access to the scientific 
progress they pay for.“ 

– Darren Logan, Wellcome Trust Blog 18 May 
2011 "Being a scientist in the age of Wikipedia" 

 

http://wellcometrust.wordpress.com/2011/05/18/being-a-scientist-in-the-age-of-wikipedia/
http://wellcometrust.wordpress.com/2011/05/18/being-a-scientist-in-the-age-of-wikipedia/


The Famous Frog 

“Frog diamagnetic levitation” by Lijnis Nelemans, via Wikimedia 
Commons. Licence: GNU FDL 



So far 

• Cancer Research UK: presentation day and 
workshop 

• Medical Research Council: 2 training workshops so 
far 

• Institute of Physics: magazine article and training 
workshop 

• Exploring possibilities with British Psychological 
Society and others 

• Extensive partnerships with Galleries, Libraries, 
Archives & Museums 



Options 

• Training workshop 

• “Train the trainers” workshop 

• Public workshop 

• Sharing content 

• Wikipedian in residence 

• Joint publication 

 



Thanks 

martin.poulter@wikimedia.org.uk 
 
uk.wikimedia.org/wiki/Scholarly_societies 
 
infobomb.org 
Twitter: @mlpoulter 

http://uk.wikimedia.org/wiki/Scholarly_societies
http://uk.wikimedia.org/wiki/Scholarly_societies

