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I don’t like “Like”. I like “Edit”. 
I’m a Wikipedian. 



Why bother with Wikipedia? 

• To make the sum of human 
knowledge available to everyone 
on the planet, in their own 
language. 

• It’s rewarding, fun and you get 
appreciated. 





Wikimedia: open (& free) to the max 

• Page history is open 

• Discussion is open 

• Open processes for policies & guidelines 

• Open data 

• Open source software 

• Open, transparent organisation 



Pitfall #1 

• Thinking you have to write 
articles 



What else can you do? 

• Fact-check and review 

• Upload files 

• Discuss 

• Write code 

• Thank and encourage 



What else can you do? 

• Translate  
• Read aloud -> spoken Wikipedia 

• Advise users on helpdesk or IRC 

• Rewrite for Plain English 

• Create publicity or training materials 



Pitfall #2 

• Forgetting it’s an encyclopaedia 



Pitfall #3 

• Editing in a self-serving way 

“Palace of Westminster, London” by Diliff on Wikimedia Commons 

Licence: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/ 



Pitfall #4 

• Forgetting it’s an encyclopaedia 



Pitfall #5 

• Forgetting it’s an encyclopaedia 





Pitfall #6 

• Pulling Rank 

A “ranker” 



Pitfall #7 

• Rushing in 
i.e. making really big changes before 
you’ve had a chance to build up trust 



Pitfall #8 

• Being too timid 



Pitfall #9 

• Not being really, really anal 
about copyright 



Pitfall #10 

• Failing to show off 





Pitfall #11 

• Getting lost in rules & policies 







Thanks 

martin.poulter@wikimedia.org.uk 
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