
Polish Wikiexpeditions 

how to have nice holidays and provide 
Wikipedia with lots of great snaps in one go?  



What’s Wikiexpedition? 

• Wikiekspedycja – a series of 
photographic expeditions organised 
and financed by Wikimedia Polska 
Association. 

• The aim – collecting photographic 
documentation by exploring a 
chosen Polish region. 

• Volunteers travel by car and bikes. 

• All pictures taken during these trips are uploaded to Wikimedia 
Commons and become available to all the Internet users. 

• Wikiespeditions have enriched Wikipedia resources with almost 
15 000 photos so far. 

One of two Wikiexpedition 2012 teams: 
CLI, Alfista33, Jagro, Ludwik Schneider 



 



Wikiexpeditions so far (1) 

• Wikiekspedycja 2009: 
Podlaskie Province 

• Wikiekspedycja 2010: 
Pomorskie Province 

• Wikiekspedycja 2011: 
Podkarpackie Province 

• Wikiekspedycja 2012:  
Warmińsko-Mazurskie 
Province 

• Wikiekspedycja Mini Jura 2011: 
Załęcze Landscape Park 

• Mazowiecka miniWikiekspedycja 
2011: Mazowieckie Province 



Wikiexpeditions so far (2) 

Name Date Location Teams 
No of 

photos 

Wikiekspedycja 
2009 

10-20.07 Podlaskie Province 
11 persons, 
1 team 

2 628 

Wikiekspedycja 
2010 

1-7, 
12-21.07 

Pomorskie Province 
17 persons, 
4 teams 

5 281 
 

Wikiekspedycja 
2011 

22-31.07, 
12-26.08 

Podkarpackie Province 
11 persons, 
2 teams,  

4 947 

Wikiekspedycja 
2012 

3-12, 
20-31.08 

Warmińsko-Mazurskie 
Province 

10 persons, 
2 teams 

~5 000 

Wikiekspedycja 
Mini Jura 2011 

30.04-3.05  
Załęcze Landscape 
Park 

4 persons, 
1 team 

198 

Mazowiecka 
miniWikiekspedycja 
2011 

16.07; 
6,20,21.08 

Mazowieckie Province 
5 persons + 
children, 
1 team 

498 



How to organise a Wikiexpedition? (1) 

• Choose the area of your country: 
– criteria: a few Wikipedians, no 

photos in Wikimedia Commons  

– monuments? museums? 
landscapes? 

• Choose time: 
– summer holiday 

– about 10 days 

• Means of transport: 
– car, bikes, train, bus? 



How to organise a Wikiexpedition? (2) 

• Organising a team: 

– how many people? 

– taks division: team leader, 
driver, navigator, „PR 
person”, „treasurer” 

• Calculating costs: 

– fuel, travel costs, 
accommodation, food, 
entrance fees 

 



Budget – Wikiexpedition 2011 

Expense category Description Cost (PLN) Cost (€) 

Fuel 2278 km * 0,60 PLN/km 1 366,80 PLN  335,82 € 

Tourist fees 
Parking, entrance tickets, renting 
a bike 

159,20 PLN  39,12 € 

Equipment   
GPS logger, car power inverter, 
batteries, cleaning the car 

480,79 PLN 118,13 € 

Travelling allowance 10 days x 4 persons x 20 PLN 800,00 PLN 196,56 € 

Dinners   10 days x 4 persons x 20 PLN 793,76 PLN 195,03 € 

Accommodation  
  

4 persons x 9 days x 30…50 PLN 1080,00 PLN 265,36 € 

Publications Some maps and small books (11) 78,85 PLN  19,37 € 

Travel expenses Train tickets 552,21 PLN  135,68 € 

Together 5 311,6 PLN 1 305,06 € 



Budget – Wikiexpedition 2012 

Expense category Description Cost (PLN) Cost (€) 

Fuel 2050 km * 0,74 PLN/km, fuel for 
Romek (250 km), car cleaning 

1 765,00 PLN 433,66 € 

Tourist fees 
 

Parking, entrance tickets,bus 
tickets, tourist insurance 

225,19 PLN 55,33 € 

Equipment   
  

Polarizer (77 mm), Cokin adapter, 
stationery 

48,07 PLN 11,81 € 

Travelling allowance 10 days x 4 persons x 20 PLN 800,00 PLN 196,56 € 

Dinners 10 days x 4 persons x 20 PLN 807,72 PLN 198,46 € 

Accommodation   4 persons x 9 days x 40…50 PLN 1 680,00 PLN 412,78 € 

Publications Some maps and small books (4) 39,99 PLN 9,83 € 

Travel expenses  Train tickets, fuel for car ~600,00 PLN ~147,42 € 

Together 5 965,97 PLN 1 465,84 € 



Budget – „Treasurer’s” tasks 

DO: 

o Collect checks and 
receipts 

o Keep them in order 

o Keep a record of your 
expenses 

DON’T: 

o Leave the calculations 
till the last day.  

 

 

 

The Treasurer is responsible for submitting the trip settlement 
to the Board, so make his work a little easier.  



How to plan a route? 

• All interesting places 
should be marked on 
a map 

• Plan a route for next day 
the evening before 
(weather, roads) 

• About 100-150 km per 
day 

• A paper map and a list 
with all places and objects 
is a must-have! 

• Chill out in the evening.  



Public relations 

• Prepare a press release and send it to local TV / 
radio stations, newspapers and web portals. 

• „PR person” of the team should be prepared for 
contacts with media. 

• Prepare business cards 
for team members. 

• Wear Wikipedia T-Shirts 
and use your country’s 
Wikimedia IDs. 

• Be proud of being a 
Wiki-photographer.  
 
 

 
 
 



Locals’ help is priceless 

• Find some local Wikipedians 
that can help you by: 
– serving as guides 

– contacting local media and 
cultural institutions 

– offering transport 

• If you can’t find a place you’re 
lookin for, just ask somebody! 

• Don’t be afraid of priests:   
– ask for permission to use 

a tripod 

– ask for access to church towers 

 



Wikiexpetition on Facebook? 

• Good tool for promotion and 
contact non-Wiki related people 

• Keep interested people 
up-to-date by publishing: 
– short informations and photos showing 

the work of Wikipedians 

– links to longer relations on your 
Wikimedia page 

– links to media articles about expedition 

• Facebook ≠ CC BY-SA: 
– DO: Publish links to pictures on Wiki-

projects and add only „working” pictures 
(remember to tag people and places ) 

– DON’T: Publish quality photos of 
monuments. 

 



Sponsors 

• Cooperation with Sony Poland: 
– Sony 11-18 mm ultra wide lens for 

Sony Alfa lent to CLI for a month 

• Free campgrounds for a camper 
van 

• A lot more ideas for next years: 
– lenses for other cameras (Sigma?) 
– some other photo equipment 

(panoramic tripod heads? filters?) 
– tablet (for navigation)? 
– mobile internet? 
– car lease discount? 

 



Car 

• Use a large and comfortable car (preferably a 
station wagon or minivan) 

• Search among your friends for one who has 
such a vehicle or try a car rental. 

• Be prepared for doing 
~2000 km in 10 days. 

• Have one additional 
driver in your  team 
in case of emergency.  

• Try camper and bikes 
if you like. 

 
 



 



Some pictures from  
Wikiexpedition 2012 



 













Things to remember 

• Be prepared to a lot of work… 
• …but don’t forget about having a lot of fun with 

your team members.  
• There’s always a chance for reduced price tickets 

if you’re from Wikipedia.  
• Carry some neck straps, pencils or T-Shirts of 

Wikipedia and give them to people who are 
helpful. 

• It is a good idea to speak with property owner 
before taking the pictures*. 
 
 





Links 

• http://pl.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikiekspedycja 
Polish Wikiexpeditions main page (translation to English in progress…) 

• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Polish_Wikiexpeditions 
Pictures from Polish Wikiexpeditions at Wikimedia Commons 

• http://pl.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikiekspedycja_2012/galeria 
Best pictures taken at Wikiexpedition 2012 

• https://github.com/yarl/vicuna 
Vicuna Uploader software by Yarl 

• http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:CLI 
My page at Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

http://pl.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikiekspedycja
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Polish_Wikiexpeditions
http://pl.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikiekspedycja_2012/galeria
https://github.com/yarl/vicuna
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:CLI


Licence 

• To be added soon.  


