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What:
Microsoft® SideWinder® Strategic Commander is a left-handed gaming device specifically designed for strategy games, but it can be used with any genre of game. It enhances use of the mouse and keyboard, complementing both but replacing neither.

Developer:
Microsoft Corp.

Format:
Microsoft Windows® 98 operating system or later; hardware connects directly to a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port.

Product

Overview:
The first of its kind, Strategic Commander is a left-handed device that works in conjunction with the mouse and keyboard to greatly enhance gameplay in strategy games. Strategic Commander makes the most critical control tasks available with the touch of a button, eliminating the need to execute a complex series of keystrokes. 

The sleek design of Strategic Commander gives gamers access to the most critical building and unit-control tasks through six programmable buttons. By using three modifiers (or shift buttons) and a three-position profile switch, up to 72 key combinations can be programmed into the gaming device. Strategic Commander also facilitates the smooth map scrolling and fluid camera movements ideal for use with 3-D viewing found in next-generation strategy games. 

In addition, features such as record-on-the-fly key mappings provide programming flexibility for the user.

Key Features:
Cutting-edge features and functions include:

(
With its efficient grouping of programmable buttons and excellent ability to navigate map and camera movements, the Strategic Commander eliminates awkward keyboard commands in strategy games while enhancing mouse functionality.

· Six buttons, three modifiers, and profile switching combine for 72 possible key mappings, allowing users to easily adapt to any gaming scenario.

· Record on-the-fly key mappings and on-the-fly profile switching facilitate quick adjustments with each new circumstance.

· Fast, easy map navigation and camera control enhance supported 2-D and 3-D strategy games.

· By using illuminated buttons that alert users when they are in the process of recording a new key mapping, and show which buttons are available for programming, Strategic Commander greatly reduces the possibility of inadvertently overwriting programmed functions. 

· Strategic Commander’s leading design brings comfort during intense game sessions.

· Strategic Commander’s USB compatibility takes advantage of the latest technology afforded by Windows 98.

Top-Line System

Requirements:
The following components are required to use Strategic Commander:

Pentium 166 or higher microprocessor; Windows 98 or later with DirectX® 7.0a API or later (included in Windows 98 Second Edition); 16 MB of RAM; quad-speed CD-ROM drive; super VGA, 256-color monitor; Sound Blaster-compatible audio card; enclosed driver; USB port

Optional

Requirement:
Microsoft Internet Explorer or later browser software, Netscape Navigator or later, or other frames-compatible browser for use of online tutorial

Pricing:
The Microsoft SideWinder Strategic Commander is scheduled to be available in October 2000 everywhere licensed Microsoft products are sold, for an estimated retail price of $59.95.

#########

The information contained in this preview sheet relates to a prerelease product that may be substantially modified before its first commercial release. Accordingly, the information may not accurately describe or reflect the product when first commercially released. This preview sheet is provided for informational purposes only, and Microsoft makes no warranties, express or implied, with respect to the preview sheet or the information contained in it.

Microsoft, SideWinder, Windows and DirectX are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries. 

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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