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Section A – Composition

1 From the topics listed below, write only two compositions in Burmese, each of about one page in 
length.

 (a) Do you think the death penalty is ever justified? Explain your reasons.

 (b) Write a letter thanking someone for help they have given you. 

 (c) What is your favourite song, and why?

 (d) Describe how it feels to hold a small baby.

 (e) Compose or report a conversation between two old neighbours talking about changes in their 
neighbourhood since they were young.

 [25 x 2]

Section B – Translation

2 Translate into English. Aim to produce a translation in natural-sounding English which conveys the 
sense of every word in the Burmese. The text is from an article by 
July, 2004.

 [10]
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3 Read through the following passage and then translate it into Burmese.

 Bird flu is fast becoming a major killer of birds around the world. Millions of birds have already died 
since this form of the illness appeared in South-East Asia in 2003 before it spread to Europe and 
Africa.

 People are concerned that the number of cases among humans is also rising. A hundred people 
had died from the disease by the middle of March 2006. It is a serious illness: over 50% of people 
who catch the disease die from it. The World Health Organisation says that human deaths are 
generally among people who have been in close contact with infected birds. This disease is not 
normally passed directly from human to human.

 It is important for governments around the world to work on an international policy to try to 
stop the virus spreading. Three continents are now concerned. As the number of human cases 
rises experts fear that the disease may change into a more dangerous form that could pass from 
one person to another. Research into ways to protect humans, by vaccination for example, has 
begun. [20]
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Section C – Comprehension

Do not translate the passage below. First read the whole passage carefully and then answer, in 
Burmese and in your own words, the questions that follow. The passage is taken from the short story  
by  [Source:  
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