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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet.
Write your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Answer all questions.
At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.
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Section A – Composition

1 From the topics listed below, write only two compositions in Burmese, each of about one page in
length.

(a) Do you think war can be justified? Explain your reasons.

(b) Write a letter to someone in your family you haven’t seen for a while, telling them about your
life now and your future plans.

(c) Recount the events in a typical day when you were a small child.

(d) Describe the most exciting moment in your life.

(e) Compose or report a conversation between two students talking about their favourite teacher. 
[25 x 2]

Section B – Translation

2 Translate into English. Aim to produce a translation in natural-sounding English which conveys 

the sense of every word in the Burmese. The text is an excerpt from the short story

by the writer

© UCLES 2005

[10]



3

3249/01/O/N/05 [Turn over

3 Read through the following passage and then translate it into Burmese.

A white elephant, a rare symbol of nobility, power and prosperity, was officially welcomed last
week to its new home in Rangoon. It is the third white elephant to be found and captured in Burma
in the past two years. People in many countries in Southeast Asia see the animal as a sign of
good fortune.

At a recent ceremony, water containing gold, silver and precious stones was poured over the
elephant to test its colour. According to tradition, if an elephant’s skin turns red when water is
poured on it, it is declared to be a rare white elephant. If the skin turns darker, it is said to be just a
normal elephant.

This white elephant will live with Burma’s two others in a special area with a waterfall, pond and
trees in a park in Rangoon. The skin of these animals is in fact light red in colour with white hairs.
They have larger ears than ordinary elephants in Asia, as well as distinctive white eyes and
hooves.

[20]
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Section C – Comprehension

Do not translate the passage below. First read the whole passage carefully and then answer

the questions that follow. The passage is taken from a short story                               by

[Source:                               ]
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NB: Write your answers in colloquial style Burmese (e.g.                                            rather than

).

4 [4]
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[4]
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