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' Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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Wambul, her mother and thelr nelghbour lzave church,

Tes, the calf died last night. It was such a nlce
helfer too. And we were so pleased to have had oor krs. burlithl, her cow is getting so old that this we
a helfer after too many bull calves. Mow | don't really her last hope of a good calf.

know what we'll do.
. Why did the calf die? ; l,} \
- b - ) ; Lid she not try to save It? . g

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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Of course she tried! She did everything she could, but It Just kept getting dlarrhoea and eventually It
was [ust soweak It really could't live any move. These things happen...

Oh Metherd How canyou say she
trled? What dld she do¥
"

w ”
. P
Lld she ask for eome iR X g 109

help? [id she get

some Pawa? D4
ehe fecd It7 Or did
she |ust say “these

things happend

fiiambull | dont want to hear you talking llke that! bre. burlithl e a very

qood lady, she was on the chureh cammittesl think you are to question Mrs. Murlithi?

£ Har causin was the chlef In 1272 Whe do ;.'-::uu-“I

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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| know what you are Just saying and | wen't have [t
Besldes, we'll ke having a new calf curselves very soon
and It s bad luck far you to suggest that we won't have
the samea problems.

Bad luck [& ane thing but If we leam all we can
about how to lock after a calf, then perhaps we
can Imprave our luck ...
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I'm just
saying ...
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Oh ‘Wambul, wau tire me out with your
arguments ... This 16 the new generation

L I'msure | wae never allowed to argue
with iy mother,

| S -~

v
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Wambul has gone to see Mwarlama, the
animal health assistant. Well, perhaps you are both

ﬁ right. But there s a lot you
% can do to make sure that
S wour calf gets a good start

In life.

So you see, | really nead to know all there s
about looking after calves. If anything happens
to this calf. it will look as If mother Is right and
I'm sure that she (sn't.

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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It looks
mare lka
a calf.

Tes, | see 60 many cows that are too emall. Feople ask why thay are
nat getting much milk and so often the answer s that they neglected

the cow when It was a calf.
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Wambui finds out...
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Meglect a calf for sl months and the
cow Wil neglect you far life.

If the calf dossn't grow propetly during the first
few monthe of life It will never catch up, never be
completely healbhy and never produce as much milk
once [t 15 an adult.

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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So what Is the answer? —_)

In general, you should think of
acalfas If It was a kabyl You
wWalldt leave your own baly
hungry, or thirsty or cold ar wet or
dlrty, would you#

.80 the first leeson |s to qive a calf tender care, just like a babry. Don't aver
neglect It Alwaye attend to (t's needs.

The second really Important thing
Is the Boma. We've talked about
this bPefore ec you should know

what makes a good Boma.

Wambui finds out...

Good Calf, Good Cow
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Flenty of i ___—_\_\
fresh air, ==~ .

Clean, dry

PCry floor.

sleeping area.

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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Ao That's right. Clean and dry, but open and
alry |s especlally Important to a calf.

If you enclose the Boma too much, the
calf will get slck and may have breathing

pr-:-t:'l:! IS, "

J,i‘li"-r&!ﬂ

r Furing that time, the thick yellow mether's milk h
containe things that will protect the calf against
marty of the linesses that it might get later on.

If it dogsn't drink enough of that firet milk, then
[t will e much mare likely to ke sick and to have
dlarrhosa.

.. A
' That sounds Just like

kre. Murlithi’s calf. |
bet it didn't get enough
milk during that first slx
. hours.

Maow, the most Important time of
the cow's entire life s the first six
hours after It Is born.

-'...'r
(LN

PR
I'rl 1 s -""\-\_Ff-

I(l

'}I' '3]' J r".r"-;- I‘JI.'“:[{; ¢

.f'i'r'l

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow

D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/Master/dvd001/.../meister10.htm

11/14



03/11/2011

Livestock Husbandry: Good Calf, Good Cow

That ls probably right. Many of the
Important diseases that young calves get
can be prevented If they drink enough of
the cows first milk, If they have a clean, dry
Boma and if they have a good attendant to
look after them ..

- 80 once the calf Is born, dry It off, stand It up and make
sure it sucks. As soon as It s standing, show It to It's
mother's udder and then keep qelng bPack to check that It s
drinking. Eemember that it must get as much of this milk
as poesible during It's first slx hours - even If It Is born at
midnight.

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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... for the next three days, the calf should get all the
milk that the cow preduces. Don't be tempted to
start milking the cow for the famlly kefore three days
pass. The calf really does need It all If It Is to get a
good start to life.

REMEMBER:
STRONG CALVES
GROW INTO
PRODUCTIVE COWS

?.-Hnd aven after those first three days, the calf probably
needs more milk than you reallse, so don't leave It hungry
Iy milking the cow JUst o thatyou can drink samel Ta
grow praperly, the calf might nead as much as 5 trestop
Pottles of milk everyday.

Wambui finds out... Good Calf, Good Cow
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A bt of extra feading to the cow for sl weeks before and
sl weeks after calving helps too. Remember the cow ls |-
eating teo keap Itself allve and to feed the calf.

|II .
'f"u. --"’h

EIng atd i
':"EP'L--.- '--.-._._,.-- - -J-.;
T

ek
j T('E'T‘*ﬁfh”i-ﬁ Bt

—_

that we dont nesd to rely just on luck for a healthy calf ..l

Cﬁv‘ell. there len't anything toe difficult about all that! Mow [l show mather
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