
Xebec Owl combines 
on-board controller, electronics 



The Xebec Owl's one integral printed-circuit board incorporates both disk controller and drive electronics. LSI surface-mounting 
technology allows Xebec to eliminate one printed- circuit board and the ST-506 analog interface. 

XEBEC WILL MANUFACTURE ITS OWL WINCHESTER 

and large-scale integration and by-
eliminating the need for the sepa
rate ST-506 interface that normally 
connects the controller to the drive 
electronics. The interface cable, 
drivers and receivers, a micro
processor and its support chip are 
all unnecessary. Xebec also elimi
nated the controller's ability to sup
port multiple drives, a function that 
Toreson says is seldom-used in the 
small systems for which the Owl is 
intended. 

Xebec expects to announce a 31/2-
inch version of the Owl. Toreson 
says the initial capacity of the 31/2-
inch drive will likely be 10M bytes 
and will be raised to 20M bytes 
when improved heads and media 
become available. Xebec will sell 
the Owl through its direct sales 
force and selected distributors, with 
units possibly going to large com
puter chain stores by next year. 

Jim Porter, editor of Disk/Trend 
Report, Los Altos, Calif., says the 
Owl has a good chance of success. 
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"[Xebec is] offering a very appropri
ate product that potentially has a 
very wide customer base. The gen
eral climate among system manufac
turers is acceptance of SASI and the 
small computer system interface 
(SCSI), which is closely related, for 
a very high proportion of the sys

tems now under development. This 
is the beginning of [realizing] a long-
established Xebec intent to make its 
own disk drives." 

The company expects to ship the 
Owl in pilot production quantities in 
August. They will be priced at less 
than $500 in OEM quantities. • 




